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first full-size hybrid suv 
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That's right, Green Car Journal's Green Car of the Yeart is the full-size Chevy Tahoe Hybrid. The announcement came at tk 


Los Angeles Auto Show. The award is given for new or significantly revamped alternative fuel-powered vehicle 
Be) “This is a milestone in many respects,’ said Green Car Journal editor Ron Cogan. “People don’t think ‘green’ when SUVs are concerned 
The 2008 Chevy Tahoe ales offers the best fueleconomy in itsclass’” And now, with its new two-mode hybrid technology, the Tahc 
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* Excludes‘other GM vehicles. ‘ 

f Formore info, go to: GreenCateom, (= 
** Based-on 2008 GM Large Utility segméntand Tahoe 2W0 with available 5.3L. V8 EPA est. MPG 14 cty/20 hwy E Excludes other GM vehicles. 
it EPA est. MPG 21 city. 


The names, emblems, slogans, vehicle body designs, and other marks appearing in this document are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors Corporation, its subsidiaries, affiliates, or licensors, 
©2008 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 1-800-950-2438 or chevy.com 


“About the only thing I'd rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 


There’s just nothing like 


enjoying the great outdoors 


scorer and Most 1 
mererermnat, hunt 


Did You Know ...“‘Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education and 
safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs 

that reach more than one million young people annually.” 


Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 
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lybrid is competitive with much smaller vehicles. The Tahoe Hybrid offers the same city fuel economy as a standard four-cylinder Toyota Camryst 


hese impressive fuel economy.numbers can be attributed to Tahoe's Hybrid Propulsion Electric System that operates in three ways: electric power, 
ngine power, or any combination of electric and engine power, That's one smart hybrid. For more information, go to chevy:com/FuelSolutions. 


imited availability.) 


<3 ~ dM AN AMERICAN R=VOLUTION 


NATIONAL PICKS 
Mark Richt has his Georgia Bulldogs 
primed to play for the national title. 


PLAYER RATINGS 


Outstanding backs and linemen are 


spread out around the country. 


| TEXAS TECH 
} INNAL 


SCOPING THE NATION 


32. 


48 
Ladies and gentlemen ... step right up 
to the college football freak show. 


THE NATIOH 


Dawgs Will Win Despite the Schedule 8 
Ranking all 119 teams 


Lindy’s All-America Team 28 
Moreno joins Tebow on elite offensive 
team 


Ohio State’s “Animal” has the intangibles 
Lindy’s All-America Checklist 32 


Player ratings and features 
Top position groups 


Scoping the Nation . 48 


College Football 2008: 

Football freak show under the Big Top. 
Coaching carousel still spinning wildly. 
USC, LSU vie for Team of the Decade. 


Sidelines 61 


National Schedules 68 


FEATURES 


Will Tebow Do It Again? 18 


Gator quarterback hopes to join Griffin as 
two-time Heisman winner. 
By Michael DiRocco 


Prestige, Power and Plenty of Money 26 
Nation's top programs do the coordinator 
turnover. 

By Dennis Dodd 


Keeping the Faith 72 
Jonathan Abel living his faith on and off 
the field. 

By Bill Sorrell 


The Traveling Man 94 
Petrino packs his bag and offense and 
heads to Fayetteville. 

By Nate Allen 


a 


ee eee ns cara 


Mississippi Rising 96 
Football finally blossoms in the Magnolia 
State. 

By Ben Cook 


The Bayou Barrier 98 
Big Purple Curtain keeps rival coaches 
away. 

By Dave Moormann 


Conference USA Preview 196 
Coaching changes point to more points. 
By Richard Scott 


Sun Belt Preview 212 
Trojans find themselves chasing the 
champion Owls. 

By Monte Hale 


Tht SEC 


Picking the SEC 84 
Around the SEC 90 
Rating the SEC by Position 92 
Year in Review 195 
2007 SEC Leaders 187 
A Look Back 224 
RECRUITING 

National Recruiting 73 


Breaking down the Top 25 
By Rivals.com 


SEC Recruiting 81 
Tide and Gators pace nationally ranked 
signing classes. 

By Rivals.com 


WWW. LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


FIVE STAR 


DENIM 


 COMFOR’ ‘ABLE 


WITH aga mua FIT 


ARANTEED 


Corr eee 


Real, Comfortal Jeans 


RE Se 


CONTENTS | 2008 


THE TEAMS 


Alabama 100 
Arkansas 108 
Arkansas State 214 
Auburn 116 
Florida 124 
Florida Atlantic 215 
of Archie Griffin. Georgia 132 
Kentucky 140 
Louisiana-Lafayette 217 
Louisiana-Monroe 218 
Louisiana Tech 221 
Louisville 209 
LSU 148 
Memphis 198 
MONEY MOVES ‘EM 26 | Middle Tennessee 219 
et aaa TINS ietsiae 156 
Mississippi State 164 
South Carolina 172 
South Florida 222 
Southern Miss 201 
Tennessee 180 
Troy 220 
Tulane 204 
UAB 206 
ty ceeaeiceieine ainees, HEE 208 
in their quest for the title. Wanderbilt 188 


WWW. LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Letter from 
the Publisher 


Can Tim Tebow join Archie Griffin as the only two-time Heisman Tro- 
phy winner? Michael DiRocco takes an in-depth look at Florida’s amazing 
quarterback and his chances of making some more history beginning on page 
18. 

Who is No 1? Lindy’ editors give the Georgia Bulldogs the preseason 
burden of carrying that mantle. The Dawgs have the necessary talent — 
led by Lindy’s preseason Offensive Player of the Year Knowshon Moreno — 
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Schedule be Damned ... 
Dawgs Will Have Their Day 


AS 


raul 


GEORGIA 


Here’s what you don’t want to see when you pick a 
team No. 1 in the country: a schedule that includes 
games at South Carolina, Arizona State, LSU and 
Auburn, home games vs. Alabama, Tennessee and 

* | Georgia Tech, and the neutral-site cage match 
against Florida. 

That schedule prompted the Lindy’s editors to initially place anoth- 
er team atop our preseason rankings ... but eventually we came around 
to this: Georgia is the best team. The schedule, while not irrelevant, does 
not change the fact that if the Dawgs are good enough, they'll be good 
enough. And they are. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Running back Knowshon Moreno has the 
goods to be the second consecutive sophomore to win the Heisman. Junior 
QB Matthew Stafford has steadily matured, and the offense should fly as it 
did late last season, averaging almost 38 points in the final six games. 
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The defensive front seven is experienced and one of the best any- 
where. The Bulldogs are particularly stout against the run — always a key 
ingredient for a national champion. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line still has some mix-and- 
matching to do in the fall, depending on whether freshman Ben Jones 
can take over at center. This season will test every bit of Mark Richt’s 
coaching dexterity. Half of his regular-season games will come against 
coaches who have won national titles — Dennis Erickson, Steve Spurrier, 
Phillip Fulmer, Nick Saban, Urban Meyer and Les Miles. 

lf Richt even gets the Dawgs to the national title game, it could be 
the best coaching job. Not his best coaching job, the best coaching job. 
Like, ever. 

Georgia is the best program this decade not to win 
a national title. If that doesn’t change this season, it could next year ... 
and never mind that tough 2009 schedule, too. 
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2. USC 


As Usual, Pete’s got a Dragon 

Not sure if this USC team is any better than the 

past two editions, but those guys found a way to 
stub their toe (Stanford ... ouch) and, well, now it just seems as if the 
Trojans are due. Not much else has changed. Pete Carroll is still sitting at 
the table with a stack of poker chips as tall as anyone’s. On defense, he 
has three, perhaps four, potential All-Americans. And exactly how many 
prep All-American running backs has he stockpiled? Shoot, we lost count. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Several years of top-rated recruiting make 
losing key personnel as painless as possible. Led by Rey Maualuga and 
Brian Cushing, nobody has better linebackers. The secondary, one of 
the nation’s best, is experienced and versatile. Basically, the defense 
will be a nightmare. 

THE BAD NEWS: Mark Sanchez won the spring QB battle; he has 
some starting experience but it’s different being the full-time boss. Los- 
ing DT Sedrick Ellis and DE Lawrence Jackson is never easy. Still waiting 
for that sore someone to emerge as the next Reggie Bush. 

We're supremely confident in calling for continuing- 
record USC’ s seventh consecutive Pac-10 title, and we have a sense that 
an early season home victory over Ohio State will propel the Trojans to 
the title game. 


s OHIO STATE 


Big Ten Bullies Want (yet) Another Title Shot 

This started looking like an 11-1 season the mo- 

ment the schedule was released. Figure a loss at 
USC on Sept. 13 and then a romp through the Big Ten. It will be up to 
the pollsters and computers, then, to put the Bucks into a third consecu- 
tive title game. Have we all tired of Ohio State’s championship futility? 
Perhaps, but deal with it. Not many teams have a better quarterback situ- 
ation — the efficient Todd Boeckman mentoring Terrelle Pryor. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Everything. Michigan changed coaches. 
Pryor came to Columbus. Consecutive BCS title game appearances and 
20 returning starters. That's a good place to start. So is Heisman candi- 
date Chris “Beanie” Wells. And Lindy’s preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year James Laurinaitis. 

THE BAD NEWS: An SEC hangover. The Bucks have been spanked 
by Florida and LSU in those title games. Is Ohio State simply good enough 
to win the Big Ten but rank woefully behind the SEC? The major personnel 
issue: who Le the best pass rusher, DE Vernon Gholston? 

: In the Charmin-soft Big Ten, Jim Tressel is building a 
dynasty. Even if his team loses early to USC, it can run the table and get 
to a third straight title game. 


«= OKLAHOMA 


BCS Frequent Fliers Seek an Upgrade 

Welcome to another national title chase. Even 

though Bob Stoops has only the one championship 
to his credit (2000), OU has played for two others this decade. He also has 
won five Big 12 titles. In this age of parity, this is one of the most consis- 
tent programs in the country. But, uh, what's the deal with this bowl losing 


streak? The Sooners have lost their last four BCS bowls ... which has over- 
shadowed the fact that OU has gotten to those bowls in the first place. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Sam Bradford had a monster 
redshirt freshman season. Tailback DeMarco Murray is back from knee 
surgery. Offensive tackle Phil Loadholt is, well, a load. The defense will 
be nasty again. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oklahoma lost three juniors to the NFL Draft, 
all at key positions — MLB Curtis Lofton, DB Reggie Smith and WR 
Malcolm Kelly. Veteran backup Ryan Reynolds is the key. If he can’t slide 
over from the outside and replace Lofton, the defense won't be whole. 

: Stoops is closing in on his second national champi- 
onship. if the SEC powers beat up on one another, don't be surprised if 
Oklahoma makes it all the way to Dolphin Stadium. 
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s MISSOURI 


Feelin’ at Home Among Nation’s Elite 

The long-struggling Tigers reached No. 1 last sea- 

son and were a win away from the national cham- 
pionship game before faltering. Heisman finalist Chase Daniel returns 
for his senior year with a load of weapons surrounding him. Receiver/ 
returner Jeremy Maclin might be the fastest player in college football. 
The Tigers might lose this season, but they will not be stopped. And they 
don’t have to play Oklahoma, at least not until the Big 12 title game. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Not much has changed. Missouri was eighth 
in scoring, ninth in passing, and rushed for 29 touchdowns in ‘07. The 
defense, once a weakness under Gary Pinkel, should be a strength. Nine 
starters return on that side of the ball. Watch safety William Moore. 
THE BAD NEWS: It’s really hard to find any. Two-time 1,000-yard 
tailback Tony Temple is gone but there is plenty of depth. Tight end Mar- 
tin Rucker is off to the pros. All that means is Chase Coffman will catch 
more Ses 
: Mizzou is a legitimate Big 12 and national champi- 

onship contender. There is a tough opener against Illinois and trips to 
Texas and Nebraska. If Missouri goes 2-1 in those games, an 11-1 regu- 
lar season is possible. 


2. FLORIDA 


Tebow and Harvin, and a Defense that's Starvin’ 

A four-loss 2007 season wasn’t totally unex- 

pected. The Gators had just two defensive starters 
back from their national championship team, and it showed. When last 
seen, Florida was giving up 41 points and 373 passing yards to Michi- 
gan. When next seen, the defense will be fast, experienced and boosted 
by some fresh-faced kids. On offense, the main question is how Florida’s 
two major stars are going to split up the Heisman votes. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Heisman-winning Tim Tebow and do-it-all 
Percy Harvin can’t be stopped, and the Gators might actually have a real 
running game. That could come from several sources, including USC 
transfer Emmanuel Moody, who finished spring better than he started. 

THE BAD NEWS: Everyone knows the opponents’ game plan: 
Hit Tebow. Coach Urban Meyer will keep scheming to make sure that 
doesn’t happen as much. Without Tebow, it gets awfully hard to compete 
this season in the SEC. 

Everything is in play if the Gators can get past Geor- 
gia, but io do that, they have to stop Knowshon Moreno, who scooted 
for 188 yards last season. That's the deal with Florida: It all gets back to 
how much the defense has improved. 


Way too Low: The Problem is Perrilloux 

The defending national champs would be higher if 

you knew they could count on vexing junior quar- 
terback Ryan Perrilloux, who has more career suspensions (three) than 
starts (two). This is the chance he’s been waiting for, with JaMarcus Rus- 
sell and Matt Flynn now out of the way, but he missed spring ball because 
of his latest suspension. The Tigers have so much else that they can win 
plenty without him, but it’s hard to see them going all way with somebody 
else behind center. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Few teams have a set of lines like the Tigers. 
Ricky Jean-Francois could be the next Glenn Dorsey — right now. Tyson 
Jackson is a first-round end, and end Kirston Pittman is an NFLer, too. The 
Offensive line has All-America candidates Herman Johnson and Ciron Black. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary might be a bit green, but let's 
go back to Perrilloux for a moment. His backups are redshirt freshman 
Jarrett Lee and Harvard transfer Andrew Hatch, a sophomore. That kind 
of puts Perrilloux’ s importance into perspective. 

JR : The Tigers have a better chance of repeating as na- 
tional champs ‘than Texas did in 2006 or Florida did last season. This time, 
though, LSU can’t count on having its ticket punched with two losses. 
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$8. TEXAS 


Will Investment in ‘D’ lead to BCS? 

The defense gave up the seventh-most yards in 

Texas history last season. That meant a demotion 
for assistant Duane Akina and the opening of the vaults for new coordi- 
nator Will Muschamp. Mack Brown raided Auburn for the best coordina- 
tor available and paid him $425,000. When Muschamp has the players, 
he will play the same attacking defense that helped LSU win the 2003 
national championship. He doesn’t have all the horses yet. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Seven straight 10-win seasons. A new rock- 
star defensive coordinator. A soon-to-be expanded 93,000-seat stadium. 
NFL prospects all over the place. The only thing missing is another national 
championship. Watch sophomore Vondrell McGee, the next star at tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: Quarterback Colt McCoy needs to rebound after 
his interceptions were up and touchdown passes were down. The final 
month includes trips to Texas Tech and Kansas. And the Longhorns have 
to play Missouri; Oklahoma doesn't. 

R .: It should come down to the Oklahoma game for the 
Big 12 South ttle. ‘Again. The defense will have to make a quantum leap, 
though, to get the Longhorns back into national contention. 


CLEMSON 


No really ... we mean it, Tigers are Good. Seriously. 

You've heard it before, but this time we really mean 

it. This could be Tommy Bowden’s best team at 
Clemson. Really. The Tigers have 16 starters back and don’t play a true 
road game until the second week of October. The schedule is friendly 
enough, except for back-to-back roadies at Boston College and Florida 
State in November. But while we're on the subject of possible ACC titles, 
has it really been 17 years since Clemson won the league? 

THE GOOD NEWS: Is there any argument that Cullen Harper is 
the best QB in the league? Tailback James Davis wisely didn’t go to the 
NFL. Aaron Kelly could become the ACC’s all-time receptions leader. 
Clemson is one of two BCS teams to return a 1,000-yard rusher and 
receiver (Tennessee is the other). 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line has to be rebuilt ... and this 
is after Harper was sacked 35 times last season. The linebackers are 
an inexperienced group. DE Phillip Merling is gone but monster recruit 
Da'Quan Bowers could become the next star on the line. 

OUR CALL: The ACC is up for grabs. Clemson should win it. Then 
again, Clemson “should have done a lot of things over the years under 
Bowden. This team has 11-win potential, but since it’s Clemson call it 9-3. 


2 WEST VIRGINIA 


Turning Sour Grapes into Champagne 
New coach Bill Stewart is going to have to prove 
~ he didn’t just marry up. Stewart has the love of 
fans, right now, simply because he isn’t Rich Rodriguez. But he will have 
to recruit and win big to match what Rodriguez established in Morgan- 
town. And he won't be forgiven if his team goes south. For sure, Stewart 
is smart enough to keep the offense pretty much as is. Heck, WE could 
coach the offense this season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Only Tim Tebow is better in the spread option 
than Heisman candidate Pat White. Tailback Noel Devine is a budding 
superstar if he can hold up physically to the work load. Rich Rodriguez 
left enough scheme and talent to win another Big East title. 

THE BAD NEWS: An ugly lawsuit. Accusations hurled by Rodriguez 
and the administration. The faster the program gets past Rich Rod, the bet- 
ter. On the field, West Virginia will soar or crash depending on whether 
coordinator deff Casteel can assemble another top-notch defense. 

L : There’s too much quality on the schedule (Colorado, 
Rutgers, Aubuth Louisville, Pittsburgh) to expect national championship 
contention, especially for a rookie major college head coach. 
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att. WISCONSIN 


‘Old School’ Style Still Leads to New Year's 

Bret Bielema has established himself as a coach, 

winning 21 games in his first two seasons and tak- 
ing the Badgers to consecutive New Year's Day bowls. Wisconsin has 
become one of the country’s most consistent programs and something of 
an anachronism. Look, how cute, the Badgers still use a blocking fullback. 
But there's really nothing cute about Wisconsin, which grinds and grinds 
... and has won at least nine games in seven of the past 10 years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers are back to pounding the oppo- 
sition with one of the best sets of backs in the country — PJ. Hill, Lance 
Smith and Zach Brown. If the quarterback situation can get settled, the 
defense should allow Wisconsin to contend for the Big Ten title. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback situation IS unsettled. It was 
assumed that Kansas State transfer Allan Evridge would win the job. We'll 
see. Junior Dustin Sherer is the other option. It’s no one’s fault, but injuries 
have plagued this team the past two years, including this spring. 

: Asking Wisconsin to get past Ohio State for the Big 
Ten ttle i is probably too much. But winning 10 isn’t out of the question if 
the Badgers can overcome a tough early conference schedule. 


BYU 


Passing Themselves all the way to Pasadena? 

The dynasty is back after 16 straight Mountain 

West Conference victories and three consecutive 
trips to the Las Vegas Bowl. Vegas, that’s nice and all, but the Cougars 
are itching for another holiday venue. Something with a big parade, per- 
haps. Lots of roses. One way or another, there will be at least one BCS 
opening in a western bowl — and that’s the destination BYU is aiming 
for in Bronco Mendenhall's fourth season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Max Hall came out flinging last season 
and never stopped, finishing with 3,848 passing yards. He’s protected by 
two Outland candidates — Dallas Reynolds and Ray Feinga. RB Harvey 
Unga is a bull. DE Jan Jorgensen had 14 sacks as a sophomore. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Cougars have to beat two Pac-10 teams 
(at Washington, vs. UCLA) in the first three weeks of the season. Later, 
BYU's road to at least the MWC title includes trips to top contenders 
TCU, and Utah on Nov. 22 in what could be a charged finish. 

: BYU needs to be in the top 12 of the final BCS stand- 
ings to ms an Aromat berth. An undefeated season is possible. A one- 
loss season, with a modest strength of schedule, that should be just 


enough. 
Sa” Tommy Tuberville is the calm amid the storm. He’s 
now the dean of SEC West coaches — with his 
nine years of fine service more than twice that of any coach at his cur- 
rent school. Of course, Houston Nutt is working on his 11th year in the 
West, but he’s now at Ole Miss, not Arkansas, which just points out how 
crazy things have been. That doesn’t mean Tuberville is standing pat. He's 
swinging for the fences with one of those shiny new spread offenses. 

THE GOOD NEWS: That spread offense, courtesy of new coordi- 
nator Tony Franklin, was good for a season-high 423 yards in the bowl 
game against Clemson. It’s definitely on the uppity-up. The offensive line 
is fabulous, led by guard Tyronne Green, who compares to any recent 
Auburn great. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback of the spread offense is still to 
be determined, with Kodi Burns and Chris Todd emerging as the favor- 
ites in the spring. There are three new starters on the defensive line who 
will try to not disappoint All-American tackle Sen’Derrick Marks. 

JR CALL: A favorable SEC schedule, with more of the toughies 
at home, should make a nine-win season the lowest of expectations. A 
Sept. 20 home knockout of LSU could lead to the West title. 


AUBURN 


Dean of SEC has Another Contender 
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TOUCH DOWN AT HAMPTON 
WAKE UP A WINNER 


With a little help from my friends, I’m psyched for the big game. I’ve scored major Z’s on Cloud Nine. The Hampton bed 
experience. Soft sheets. My choice of cushy pillows. Plush comforter and a crisp duvet. Eight restful hours. With friends 
like these, | can’t lose. For reservations, visit hampton.com or call 1-800-HAMPTON. 
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Friendly Complimentary Complimentary 100% Satisfaction 
Service Hot Breakfast Hi-Speed Internet Guarantee 


OR 
The Hilton Family. 
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ARIZONA STATE 


Erickson has Devils on the Run 

Was there ever any doubt Dennis Erickson would 

win at Arizona State? He might have foolishly 
bounced between jobs in the past and played a little loosey- goosey with 
a rule or two, but the bottom-line story of his college career is that he’s 
a winner. Erickson developed and guided a modestly talented Arizona 
State team to a 10-3 record last season, its best performance since Jake 
Plummer took the Devils to the Rose Bowl after the 1996 season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Erickson has one of the best coaching staffs 
west of the SEC and the most experienced quarterback in the Pac-10 — 
cocky sonofagun Rudy Carpenter. Seven starters return on each side, 
plus there's Groza Award winner Thomas Weber for a sure three points. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line is under construction, which 
could derail talented skill players like RB Keegan Herring. ASU floun- 
dered late last season against better competition — Oregon, USC, Texas 
_— showing Mat the talent level still needs to be notch or two higher. 

: ASU is ready to take on this season's tougher sched- 
ule (but, no, nat ready to beat visiting Georgia). Carpenter’s veteran 
savvy will carry the Devils far in a projected down year for the Pac-10. 


KANSAS 


What? You Expected Them to Just Go Away? 

Kansas was the only school last season to finish in 

the top five in scoring offense and scoring defense. 
It led the nation in turnover margin, too. Things won't be as easy this sea- 
son. Critics noted the Jayhawks beat exactly one Top 25 team (Kansas 
State, No. 24 at the time) before the Orange Bowl. The schedule toughens, 
with games against preseason Top 25 South Florida, Oklahoma, Texas 
Tech, Texas and Missouri. Now, all the Jayhawks have to do is win. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Todd Reesing is back to lead by sheer 
force of will. If things break down he has the feet to run or smarts to 
throw it out of bounds. Junior College player of the year Jocques Craw- 
ford (1,935 rushing yards) could help. Defense is a strength. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are issues at both offensive tackle spots, 
including a big vacancy on the left side where departed All-American 
Anthony Collins used to be. All-American CB Aqib Talib is gone, but nine 
nnn Starters should pick up the slack. 

R Coach Mark Mangino has built this team for long- 
term success, il while we don’t see a North title for 2008, the Jayhawks 
also don't figure to fade to black a year after they went supernova. 


>. TEXAS TECH 


Pass Like This and You Don’t Need to Run 

This is as loaded as the Red Raiders have been in 

Mike Leach’s nine seasons. Ten starters return to 
the nation’s No. 2 offense. The offense you know about, but Leach has 
a serviceable defense that could help the Red Raiders finish above their 
traditional third/fourth in the Big 12 South. 

That defense finished a respectable third in the league. On the other 
hand, it also had a hard time stopping the run, giving up at least 200 
yards on the ground to five Big 12 teams. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Back to our feature presentation: Leach has 
never had a better offense. Graham Harrell has eight of his top 10 receiv- 
ers back, including Biletnikoff Award winner Michael Crabtree. One of 
those guys could get a New York invite for the Heisman. 

THE BAD NEWS: Offensive balance is a problem, but Leach 
doesn't seem to care. Tech finished last nationally in Tushing last season. 
If opposing defenses can pressure Harrell, the game is over. Even though 
Tech won nine eat season, its four losses were by a combined 56 points. 

L : It's hard to pick 10 victories from a schedule that 
includes fae ‘i Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas A&M. Texas Tech will 
probably lose one it shouldn't, end up 9-3 and third in the Big 12 South. 
Haven't we heard this before? 
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WAKE FOREST 


Dismiss the Deacons? Not This Year. 

Wake Forest, with its mostly nowhere past, is a 

program easily dismissed. Its stadium, although 
recently updated, still has only 31,500 permanent seats. Let’s see — that 
wouldn’t even fill one side of most places. Tradition? Wake has won only 
two conference championships in 107 seasons of football. But one of 
those was in 2006. Then the Demon Deacons followed up with a nine- 
win season. Sixteen starters are back. They're not going away. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Wake Forest has a couple of those guys who 
seem to be eighth-year seniors, like cornerback Alphonso Smith and kick- 
er/punter Sam Swank. Accurate junior QB Riley Skinner is entering his 
third season as the starter, established as one of the best in the ACC. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Deacons will miss graduated center Steve 
Justice. The offense needs a home-run threat at receiver. The Demon 
Deacons have to show that they're better than the 44-10 drubbing they 
received at Clemson last season. 

JUR CALL: The bulk of a team that won 20 games in the past two 
years is back. Wake’s players, from Skinner and Swank, RB Josh Adams 
and LB Aaron Curry, are simply better than most others in the ACC. 


» ILLINOIS 


Corner turned, Juice and Friends Pour it on 
Ron Zook seemingly turned the corner, getting II- 
linois to Pasadena for the first time in 24 years. 
Not even the depressing Rose Bowl loss could trump the good feeling 
from the regular season, which included the memorable victory over 
Ohio State. Zook also survived the ravages of coaching changes and 
retained his right-hand man, Mike Locksley, as offensive coordinator 
and ace recruiter. They have the nation’s attention; now, the Illini must 
prove they truly belong. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Illinois is one of the few teams in the country 
that runs a power running game out of the spread. If quarterback Juice 
Williams improves his completion percentage, the offense will gain some 
needed balance. 

THE BAD NEWS: Tailback Rashard Mendenhall took his 1,681 
yards and went pro. Zook must find a replacement among junior Daniel 
Dufrene and redshirt freshman Troy Pollard. And All-American lineback- 
er J Leman i is no longer around to clean every defensive mistake. 

l .; It will be hard for Illinois to have a better record than 


ILLINOIS 


last season's S g- ri mark, and the Illini better be sharp early against Mis- 
souri and back-to-back road games at Penn State and Michigan. 


2. SOUTH FLORIDA 


Burned in the Sun Bowl, Bigger Goals in Focus 

Call it unfinished business. Just getting to a bowl 

isn't enough. The Sun Bow! last season? That didn't 
exactly fit the Bulls like a pair of Tony Lama boots. After a 6-0 start they were 
thinking national title ... and then hoped for a conference title and a BCS 
game ... and then they waited on the Gator. Didn't happen. The Sun was kind 
of a big, fat letdown — and it showed in a blowout loss to Oregon and its 
fourth-string quarterback. It’s all motivation for 18 returning starters. 

THE GOOD NEWS: USF returns 10 starters on offense, starting 
with QB Matt Grothe, who passed and ran like crazy and got all worn down 
near the end of last year. RB Mike Ford could be used more to keep Grothe 
fresh. No worries with DE George Selvie, who had 31.5 tackles for loss. 

THE BAD NEWS: It was a comfort having two NFL-caliber cor- 
nerbacks last season. No more. Mike Jenkins and Trae Williams are 
gone. On offense, much depends on how healthy Grothe (3,542 yards of 
total offense) i IS able to remain. 

OUR : Selvie and Grothe lead a veteran team that has won 
big games, and might now know how to better handle the spotlight. No 
doubt, the Bulls can win the Big East. 


Wwiuw.LiNDYSSPORTS,comM 2008 


OLu 


et ae 


“So 


& 


7 "ION 


). ALABAMA 


Saban’s Newbies Take Control 

The Crimson Tide has many ingredients of a sleep- 

er. Alabama has a returning starting quarterback, 
John Parker Wilson, who has been good and has the ability to hit the 
big time. Alabama has a front seven that should decently stop the run 
(28th nationally last year). The Tide lost a bunch of close games (all six 
losses by a touchdown or less) that could easily turn around. And it has 
a higher-than-average number of returning starters (17). 

THE GOOD NEWS: One more thing about Alabama as a sleep- 
er: Teams often make a big jump in a coach’s second season. Nick 
Saban has some excellent pieces here — including OT Andre Smith, C 
Antoine Caldwell, S Rashad Johnson, RB Terry Grant and LB Rolando 
McClain. 

THE BAD NEWS: Alabama does need some players to step up 
along the defensive front seven. And while having the nation’s No. 1 
recruiting class is a good thing, using so many newbies right away — 
ener on couse — isn't always the best of signs. 

J : Like everyone else in the SEC, the schedule leaves lit- 
tle margin for error, plus there's the opener against Clemson. But here's 
the bottom line: Get the Tide while you can, because Saban is building. 


O : OREGON 


Be alert: Gang Green’s back in Eugene 

OREGON | Just about nobody thought Oregon could win 
last season without Dennis Dixon. His torn ACL 
was the difference between a national championship bid and a three- 
game losing streak to end the regular season. Then the Ducks put up 56 
against South Florida in the Sun Bowl. So it is possible. Oregon will find 
somebody at quarterback who can make the offense work well enough to 
let the team’s strength — its defense — take it from there. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coordinator Nick Aliotti’s defense, led by 
sack-man end Nick Reed, will be one of the Pac-10's best. All-league 
safety Patrick Chung has been roving the secondary forever it seems. JC 
running back LaGarrette Blount was a spring revelation, easing concerns 
over the loss of Jonathan Stewart. 

THE BAD NEWS: The lost firepower will test the ingenuity of of- 
fensive coordinator Chip Kelly and his spread option. The schedule has 
some tricky non-conference games (at Purdue, vs. Boise State) and a 
slew of tough ie in league play (USC, Arizona State, Cal). 

L It's OK that Oregon won't be scoring in the 50s, which 
it did four times last year with Dixon. The Ducks are always best anyway 
when the defense leads the charge. Can we still call them Gang Green? 


FRESNO STATE 


Move Over Broncos ... Old Guard is Back 

It is hard to believe that for all the good coach Pat 

Hill has done at Fresno State, for all the upsets of 
BCS schools, and all the off- -Saturday appearances on ESPN, he's only 
won one WAC championship in 11 years. Much of the blame goes to 
nemesis Boise State, which regularly has broken the Bulldogs’ hearts 
since joining the league in 2001. The Broncos again are a high hurdle 
— but at least Hawaii isn’t this season — and it looks like this is the 
Bulldogs’ time to turn the tables. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Fresno State returns 10 starters on offense 
and is plenty deep at running back, so it will be able to play good ol’ 
blue-collar football, which is fine by Hill. Quarterback Tom Brandstater is 
a steady veteran who can avoid the killer mistake. 

THE BAD NEWS: This season, “anyone, anytime, anywhere” in- 
cludes games at Rutgers and UCLA, with a home matchup against Wis- 
consin. Hill spent the spring looking for more aggressive play on defense 
after ie Bulldogs came up with a mere 13 turnovers last season. 

IR ¢ : With the schedule, we're not talking BCS material 
here. But Fresno State will Knock off somebody good, avoid its usual 
blunder in the league, and win the WAC for the first time since ‘99. 
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»» PITTSBURGH 


OK, Dave, Show Us What You've Got 
Dave Wannstedt, entering his fourth season at 
Pitt, has strung together the kind of recruiting 
Classes that should begin to translate to more victories and a national 
ranking. His results so far: underwhelming. He has a 16-19 record with 
the Panthers, no winning season, and he’s yet to beat Rutgers or Lou- 
isville, even when the Cardinals were bad last season. This is a prove-it 
year for a program that returns 17 starters from the team that denied 
West Virginia the national title game. 
THE GOOD NEWS: LeSean McCoy ran for 1,328 yards and 14 
TDs as a true freshman, more yards than that other touted freshman at 
Georgia. The Panthers are deep at receiver and get back 2006 star Derek 
Kinder from injury. LB Scott McKillop hogs just about every tackle. 
THE BAD NEWS: The Panthers have to figure out their quarter- 
back situation and make sure there’s enough balance to keep McCoy 
from peng ee much of a target. 
: No excuses. No excuses for anything less than a 4-0 
Start. No excuses for not going to a bowl. No excuses for not making 
less than a full-hearted effort at the Big East title. The pressure is on 
Wannstedt. 


is TENNESSEE 


Another Big Second-Half Push 

Critics will point out that it's been nearly 10 years 

since Tennessee went on its magical run to the na- 
tional title, and the Vols haven’t won the SEC championship since. There 
have been numerous off-field issues, including this past winter, which 
is why you sometimes see “embattled” next to the words “coach Phillip 
Fulmer.” Through it all, it’s easy to forget the resiliency the team showed 
in winning the SEC East last season, finishing with 10 victories. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Eight starters are back on offense, and the 
return of senior running back Arian Foster was welcome news. The Vols 
are deep at running back, receiver and in the secondary. The team could 
make a big push over a somewhat weak second half of the season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The hub of the offense — QB Erik Ainge and 
coordinator David Cutcliffe — has to be replaced. How will the team 
adapt to a more wide-open offense? Jerod Mayo's early departure to the 
NFL was a big bite out of the front seven, 

The Vols definitely have the personnel to move higher 
inthe rankings. It's just that not all the talented teams in the SEC can win 
every week, Somebody has to slide a bit. 


). FLORIDA STATE 


Can Papa Bowden put Together Another Big Run? 

Bobby Bowden has 17 losses in the past three 

seasons — and that’s four more than he had in 
the entire decade of the ‘90s. The end isn’t completely at hand yet, but 
the program already has sent out the puff of white smoke, signaling of- 
fensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher is next in line. Having that continuity 
should help the ‘Noles move forward, especially on the recruiting trail, as 
the team tries to gear up for one more big run for Papa Bowden. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Most teams would die for the raw talent in 
Tallahassee, A secondary that has safety Myron Rolle, plus corners Tony 
Carter and Patrick Robinson should be a defensive strength. WR Greg 
Carr is an NFL prototype. Senior QB Drew Weatherford has experience, 
if not pizzazz. 

THE BAD NEWS; Florida State could win the mess of a Coastal 
Division but is stuck in the more-stacked Atlantic. The ‘Noles have lost 
the past three Bowden Bowls to Tommy's Tigers, and any semblance of 
a running Sain is a distant memory. 

: This might not be the year FSU sheds its under- 
achiever label because most expect them to achieve little. But eight wins 
are out there, which would be a step in the right direction. 
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You could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 


Alabama. That’s why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds. Racing at the Talladega 


| Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 


we 


Trail. We've got it all. So if you've got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 


remember. Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, 


and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES at WWW.Yearofalabamasports.com. 
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1. Georgia.......SEG = 1 
2, USC..........Pac-10 1 
3. Ohio State.....BigTen 1 
4. Oklahoma.....Big12 1 
5. Missouri......Big12 2 


6. Florida .......SEC 2 
RESUS westutiea SEC 3 
8. Texas ........Big12 3 
9. West Virginia ..Big East 1 


11. Wisconsin.....BigTen 2 
12. BYU.... . MWC 1 
13. Auburn ......,SEC 4 
14. Arizona State ..Pac-10 2 


16. Wake Forest... .ACC 2 
17. Illinois........BigTen 3 
18. South Florida ..Big East 2 
19. Texas Tech....Bigi2 5 
20. Alabama......SEC 5 


24. Tennessee. ... .SEC 
25. Florida State. . .ACC 


10. Clemson ......ACC 1 15,Kansas.......Big12 4 


No. Team Conf. Conf. Rank No, Team Conf. Conf. Rank 


26. Penn State 
27. South Carolina 
28, Boise State 
29. Virginia Tech 
30. Texas A&M 
31. Michigan 

32. California 

33. Rutgers 

34, Maryland 

35. Boston College 
36. Michigan State 
37, UCLA 

38. Tulsa 

39. Utah 

40. Colorado 

41. Oklahoma State 
42. North Carolina 
43, Miami 

44, TCU 

45. lowa 

46. Mississippi State 
47, Purdue 

48. Oregon State 
49. Houston 

50. UConn 

51, Nebraska 

52. Memphis 

53. Ole Miss 

54. Arkansas 

55. UCF 

56. N.C. State 
57, Louisville 

58, Georgia Tech 
59. Notre Dame 
60, Arizona 

61. Kansas State 
62. Cincinnati 
63. Kentucky 


67. Central Michigan 
68. Ball State 

69. East Carolina 
70. Miami (Ohio) 
71. Virginia 

72, Navy 


BigTen 4 
SEC 7 
WAC 2 
Acc 4 
Bigi2 6 
BigTen 5 
Pac-10 4 
BigEast 4 
ACC 5 
ACC 6 
BigTen 6 
Pac-10 5 
C-USA 1 
MWC 2 
Bigi2 7 
Bigi2 8 
ACC 7 
ACC 8 
MWC 3 
BigTen 7 
SEC 8 
BigTen 8 
Pac-10 6 
C-USA 2 
Big East 5 
Bigi2 9 
C-USA 3 
SEC 9 
SEC 10 
C-USA 4 
ACC 9 
BigEast 6 
ACC 10 
IND 1 
Pac-10 7 
Big12 10 
BigEast 7 
SEC 11 
Pac-10 8 
BigTen 9 
Pac-10 9 
MAC 4 
MAC 2 
C-USA 5 
MAC 3 
ACT 1 
IND 2 


16 Linoy’s Sports ANNuAt 


Games at Wisconsin, Ohio State could preclude a serious run. 
Due for better health in 2008 as team slogs through tough SEC. 
Broncos, even during some remodeling, seem good for nine wins, 
Rebuilding year for Hokies, who should still win Coastal division. 
Aggies have new offense, new defense, new coach Mike Sherman, 
A bumpy start for the major transition to coach Rich Rodriguez. 
Quarterback position figures to be a mystery until fall camp. 
Looking at another bowl, but schedule will make it a challenge, 
Just one winning record for Terps in the past four seasons. 
Eales begin life without Ryan ... and start over at RB, too. 

All seven losses last season came by a touchdown or less, 

Never a dull moment with Rick Neuheisel now in charge, 
Another high-scoring team, even without QB Paul Smith. 

Looks like best Utah team since perfect 2004 season. 

Buffs another team testing out a hurry-up, no-huddle offense, 

QB Zac Robinson back in offense that averaged 486.3 yards, 

Tar Heels ready to make a move in Butch Davis’ second year, 
Infusion of young talent bodes well... for the 2009 season. 
Horned Frogs never too far away from conference title, 
Hawkeyes are just one game over 500 in the past three years, 
15 starters return from team that won eight games, including bowl. 
Last go-round for coach Joe Tiller could feature more no-huddle, 
Doing some rebuilding, but the Beavers often surprise, 

Kevin Sumlin takes over as coach, ready to challenge in West. 
Have to navigate tougher schedule after tying for Big East title, 
Bo Pelini brings hope after Huskers were a horrible 2-6 in league. 
Tigers have hope on defense, look for fifth bovwl in six seasons. 
Hope squared in Oxford: Coach Houston Nutt, QB Jevan Snead, 
Bobby Petrino will win here eventually, but Hogs lost too much. 
Overhaul on offense after losing RB Kevin Smith (2,567 yds). 
Five-way quarterback battle heads into fall camp. 

Cardinals will slip back into bow! biz after miserable 6-6 season, 
It will be fun to see coach Paul Johnson's option in the ACC. 
Getting back to the bow! fringes sounds like progress after 2007. 
Can't get in sync: Offense steps forward, defense steps back. 
Program lost some steam after losing final four games last year. 
Competitive, but it doesn't look like another nine-win season. 
Wildcats fall back after posting consecutive eight-win seasons, 
Jake Locker is the West Coast version of Florida’s Tim Tebow, 
Still a tough climb despite last season's magic ride to a bowl. 
Improving talent can compete in any week ... right, USC? 

QB Dan LeFevour tries to lead Chippewas to third straight crown. 
Super offense will push Central Michigan for division, league title. 
Skip Holtz has to replace all-everything RB Chris Johnson. 
Should repeat East title thanks to stingy defense. 

Cavs replacing too much key talent to be a threat in ACC. 

Same ol' triple option under new coach Ken Niumataloto. 


73. Nevada 

74. New Mexico 
75. Minnesota 
76. Hawaii 

77. Southem Miss 
78, Vanderbilt 


WAC = 3 
MWC 4 
BigTen 10 
WAC 4 
C-USA 6 
SEC 12 


79. Washington State Pac-10 10 


80. lowa State 
81. Air Force 

82. Northwestern 
83, Baylor 

84, Florida Atlantic 
85. Wyoming 

86. New Mexico St. 
87. UTEP 

88. Troy 

89. Marshall 

90, San Diego State 
91, San Jose State 
92. Syracuse 

93. Duke 

94. Louisiana Tech 
95. Colorado State 
96, Kent State 
97, Tulane 

98. SMU 

99, Bowling Green 
100. Toledo 

101. UL-Monroe 
102. Akron 

103. Rice 

104, Ohio 

105. UNLV 

106. Northern Illinois 


Bigi2 11 
MW O5 
BigTen 11 
Bigi2 12 
Sun Belt 1 
MWC OG 
WAC 5 
C-USA 7 
Sun Belt 2 
C-USA 8 
MWC 7 
WAC 6 
Big East 8 
ACC 12 
WAC 7 
MWC O8 
MAC 4 
C-USA 9 
C-USA 10 
MAC 5 
MAC OG 
Sun Belt 3 
MAC 7 
C-USA tf 
MAC O88 
MWCO 
MAC 869 


107. Westem Michigan MAC 10 


108. UL-Lafayette 
109, Temple 
110. Buffalo 
111. Army 

112, UAB 


Sun Belt 4 
MAC i 
MAC 12 
IND 3 
C-USA 12 


113. Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 5 


114. Arkansas State 


Sun Belt 6 


115, Eastem Michigan MAC 13 


116. North Texas 
117. Idaho 
118. Utah State 


Sun Belt 7 
WAC 8 
WAC 869 


119. Fla. Intemational Sun Belt 8 


QB Colin Kaepemick, RB Luke Lippincott lead Pistol offense. 

08 Donovan Porterie is one of the best in Mountain West. 

Top 20 recruiting class a sign of better things to come. 

Defense will have to be the star of the show this time around. 
Program gone stale? New coach Larry Fedora breaks out spread. 
Vandy seemed to have a shot last year. Now? Not so much. 

New coach Paul Wulff puts new QB into new no-huddle offense, 
Late-season wins over Kansas State, Colorado were encouraging. 
Only nine starters retum from fine 9-4 season for Troy Calhoun. 
Wildcats try to rally behind senior quarterback C.J. Bacher. 
Bears, still languishing, made good hire with coach Art Briles, 
Owls, led by QB Rusty Smith, should repeat as league champs. 
Promising season ended with six losses in final seven games, 
Passing game might be enough to end 47-season bowl drought. 
Miners trying out 3-3-5 scheme to improve woeful defense. 

Need to find a suitable replacement for QB Omar Haugabook. 
Building up the roster, Mark Snyder's team should keep improving. 
Lack of success at SDSU is a college football mystery, 

Spartans can move higher if new quarterback emerges. 

Orange not ready for a bow! — even in a league with seven tie-ins, 
Last two coaches a combined 13-90. Welcome, David Cutcliffe, 
Made three-game improvement in coach Derek Dooley's debut. 
Steve Fairchild takes over after awkward Sonny Lubick departure, 
Flashes have potent running game with Eugene Jarvis. 

Bob Toledo got things moving in the right direction last season. 
Mustangs make big move, open wallet and pull in June Jones. 
Should have one of league's best offenses again. 

Toledo gets both Central Michigan and Ball State at home, 

After a victory at Alabama, a lot more things seems possible. 

Zips playing last season in Rubber Bowl, awaiting new digs. 

QB Chase Clement, WR Jaret Dillard ... and no defense, 

Has to overcome tough schedule and loss of RB Kalvin McRae, 
Mike Sanford (6-29) needs to produce in his fourth season. 

New coach Jerry Kill inherits veteran team. A quick bounce-back? 
Defense should be stout in the MAC with 11 starters back. 
Enough offense to be a spoiler or factor in the conference race. 
An experienced team that is going to continue to get a little better. 
That's improvement: Coach Turner Gill is 7-17 in two seasons. 
Stan Brock spent his second spring tinkering with the offense, 
Good news or bad: 19 starters back from two-win team. 

Not enough else surrounding two experienced quarterbacks, 
Thing you need to know: The team is now called the Red Wolves. 
Quarterback Andy Schmitt could help Eagles fiy higher. 

Lots of offense, no defense... let's play some shootouts, 

Vandals enter season on a 10-game losing streak. 

Aggies’ last winning record was 6-5 in 1996 under John L. Smith. 
Ended last year with win over North Texas, erasing 23-game skid. 
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Goan 1 CAN GIVE YOU 7 
WE OUT APE 0% 


Jim Hurley’s Network 
Like a man in long pants 


WIN PERCENTAGE 63.4% 


= PROFIT $2,330 


Ordinary Sports Service 
like a boy in short pants 

WIN PERCENTAGE 55% 
PROFIT 


He: is that possible? okay, look at last year. 
My W/L record for ‘07 (not counting PreSeason/ 
Bowls/Playoffs) was 64 & 37 for 63.4%. If you wagered 
$100 a game, you netted $2,330 after vig. 


Wow, how’d thaf happen? simple. Like everything else, football 
games are good, better and best. At Jim Hurley's Network, we know our 
best games and rate them accordingly. Ambitious customers who bet my 
games the way | told them had a season for the record books, winning 
a whopping 320 out of 449 units — for 71.3% winners - even 
though our regular won/lost record was “only” 63.4% 


One monster key was my Gale of the Month series. 
Far and away the best games anywhere, they started with 
a bang and never let up! Imagine the confidence of 
betting games that win 10 out of 11! 


$3 Texas Tech/SMU (Under 60) 49/9 
$9 Seahawks/Bucs (Under 41) 20/6 
$22 Georgia (+32) Alabama 26-23 
Michigan (+242) Penn St 14-9 
$29 Clemson (-3) | Ga Tech 3-13 
$30 Lions (+3) Bears 37-27 
020 USC (-1714) Notre Dame 38-0 
N4 Texans (+3) Raiders 24-17 
N10 NC St (-3%) N Carolina 31-27 
N24 VaTech (-3¥2) Virginia 33-21 
So Car (+32) Clemson 21-23 


y J, 
Still at the same address after 23 years © Write to: Jim Hurley S 


Jim Hurley’s SUPER Network | 
Jim busting out of phone booth 
WIN PERCENTAGE 71.3% 
PROFIT $17,755 


You know what this is leading up to? The idea of Jim Hurley’s 
SUPERNETWORK. Right. We’re going to repeat what we did last 
year — only this time YOU'RE invited. And 
'm talking about my best games, all my best and nothing but my best— 
my Game of the Month, my Golden Games, my Totals Games of the Month 
and all the superplays that got us all the money last year — only instead of 
guaranteeing you 70% on the games, 
Try me for 60 days — at a cost of only $125 — (figure 5,6,7 games a 
week) and if by October 1, you have not won 70% of your betting units, 


If | do hit 70%, you agree to come in for the rest of the college & NFL season 
for the introductory fee of only $300 — a fraction of what you already won! 

Or, if you’re already sold and want to save some money, order the en- 
tire 70% program now for the Charter rate of $300 — and save $125! 

Season Subscription (22 issues) to my Network Bulletin: Mailed every 
Sunday evening: Exclusive updated power ratings, picks on all 
college/NFL games, Best Bets/Upset Specials. Midweek update by email. 


WHAT YOU'RE ORDERING RIGHT NOW IS 
ALL YOU NEED TO ENJOY THE SEASON OF YOUR LIFE! 


Sign up now and get my world-class NFL pre-season games that 
went 20-3-1 last year! (list on request), starting with the Hall of Fame 
Game, August 3rd (Colts vs Redskins). 


CALL 


Or me direct at: 516-749-8094 SJ =)as9 
Or sign up on line at www.Jim COM 


® e 366 N Broadway Suite 410 Jericho NY 11753-2000 
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he question is always there for 
Tim Tebow, and it is all Archie 
Griffin's fault. 

Ever since the Ohio State running 
back became the only person to win two 
Heisman trophies in 1974 and 1975, the 
other four returning Heisman winners 
have faced the same query: 

Can you win it again? 

Each time, the answer has turned out 
to be no. Oklahoma’s Billy Sims and 
Jason White, BYU’s Ty Detmer and USC's 
Matt Leinart couldn't repeat Griffin's 
double play. Now it’s Tebow’s turn to 
try. 

He's certainly not shying 
away from it. : 

“T like it,” he said. “I like 
the challenge — always 
something new.” 

It will be hard, though, 
because he is battling some- 
thing this season that he 
didn’t in 2007: Such wildly 
grandiose expectations. 

Before Tebow’s first game as 
a starter, critics questioned his 
ability as a passer and (as a 
quarterback who actually likes 
contact) his durability. Four 
months later, he was the first 
player in major college history 
to rush and pass for at least 20 
touchdowns in a season. 

He threw 32 touchdown 
passes and rushed for 23 
scores — the 55 total TDs are 
the SEC single-season record. 

He threw only six intercep- 
tions, and three were the 


fault of receivers. His passer Pi ba 
PHOTO BY: CHRIS LIVINGSTON 


rating of 172.5 was the sec- 
ond best in the nation, and he 
completed 66.9 percent of his passes. 

It was the 23 rushing touchdowns 
that might have pushed Tebow over the 
top among Heisman voters, and to win 
it again, he might have to equal or top 
that — which could very well be 
impossible. Coach Urban Meyer says he 
doesn’t plan to have the 6-3, 235-pound- 
er average 16 carries a game as he did 
last season. 

“Our plan, first of all, is to win the 
game,” Meyer said. “You've got to win the 
game by whatever means necessaty. 
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However, we have to have intelligence 
about us and not put our players at risk.” 

There's also the Percy Harvin factor. 
The junior running back/receiver 
accounted for 1,622 yards rushing and 
receiving last season despite missing 
two games because of migraines. He has 
a legitimate chance to amass 1,000 
yards rushing and receiving in the same 
season. 

Florida doesn’t conduct Heisman cam- 
paigns for its players, but Meyer already 
started one for Harvin in the moments 
after Tebow first touched his trophy in 
New York City. He sent Harvin a text 


message that read, “You're next.” 

Heck, even Tebow is stumping for his 
teammate. He hadn't even left New York 
when he said he'd vote for Harvin in 
2008 much the way Southern 
California’s Matt Leinart touted his back- 
field teammate Reggie Bush en route to 
their back-to-back Heisman successes. 

“Percy is unbelievable,” Tebow said. 
“There really aren't many guys playing 
college football or in the NFL who can 
make the cuts he can. There would be a 
lot of torn ACLs.” 


Teammates stealing votes from one 
another is not rare. It's what happened 
to White in 2004 and Leinart in 2005. 

White won the Heisman in 2003 after 
throwing for 3,846 yards and 40 touch- 
downs, but he wasn’t the best player on 
his team in 2004. That was running back 
Adrian Peterson, who had one of the 
greatest freshmen seasons in NCAA his- 
tory - 1,925 yards and 15 TDs. 

Peterson finished second to Leinart, 
who threw for 3,322 yards and 33 touch- 
downs. White (3,205 yards and 35 touch- 
downs) finished third. 

In 2005, USC’s Bush won the award 

after totaling 2,890 all-purpose 

yards and 19 touchdowns. 

Leinart finished third behind 

Texas’ Vince Young. 

Teammates didn’t prevent 
Sims and Detmer from becom- 
ing repeat winners. They were 
beaten by better players. 

Sims followed his 1978 
Heisman with 1,506 yards 
rushing in the regular season, 
but lost out to USC’s Charles 
White, who led the nation 
with 2,050 yards. 

Detmer threw for 5,188 
yards and 41 touchdowns in 
1990, but the Cougars strug- 
gled in 1991 and his yardage 
total dipped by more than 
1,000. Michigan’s Desmond 
Howard, who caught 61 passes 
for 950 yards and 19 touch- 
downs, won the award. Detmer 
finished third. 

What’s more, Tebow will 
have to deal with the same 
thing Sims, Detmer, White, 

and Leinart did: Sitting in the 
crosshairs of defensive players. There's 
always someone anxious to get some 
extra licks against Mr. Heisman. 

He'll also be under the proverbial 
microscope even more. There's no such 
thing as a small mistake for a Heisman 
Trophy winner. 

“Tf anything, that will just motivate me 
to work that much harder,” Tebow said. 

“Any time you have success or you 
have a platform, there's always going to 
be people trying to knock you off. That's 
society. That's the way people are. There 
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are pros and cons with everything and 
that’s one of the cons with it.” 

Another con is the immense publicity 
and exposure. Between interviews, speak- 
ing engagements, banquets and auto- 
graph requests, it can get overwhelming, 
said 2000 winner Chris Weinke. 

“Life's never going to be the same,” 
Weinke said. 

“I was talking to former winners 
(immediately after winning the award) 
and they said once you win it, anywhere 
you go, anytime you speak to a group of 
people, or any time you're out in public 
or anywhere, it’s not just you anymore. 

“Along with your name is, ‘This is 
Chris Weinke 2000 Heisman Trophy win- 
ner: That's how people look at you.” 

It's not like Tebow wasn’t already the 
subject of enough attention. He arrived 
in Gainesville in January 2007 from Ponte 
Vedra Beach Nease High as the most- 
hyped recruit in the state's history. 

He committed to Florida in a live press 
conference on ESPN in December 2005, 
and later that night the sports network 
televised a one-hour documentary about 
Tebow’s life, high school career, and his 
agonizing decision of choosing between 
Alabama and Florida. 

The title of the documentary: The 
Chosen One. 

He was a folk hero from the moment 
he got on campus. College kids wanted 
autographs and pictures, older fans 
wanted to chat football for a few 
moments, and teenaged girls giggled 
when he walked by. 

He couldn't go anywhere without being 
asked for an autograph or a picture. He's 
been asked to sign fruit (the watermelon 
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was the easiest), milk cartons, cereal 
boxes (Wheaties, of course) and body 
parts — a nose, a forehead, necks. 

One spring afternoon, during a visit to 
a Gainesville elementary school, a woman 
approached and asked Tebow to sign her 
infant daughter's head. So he did. With 
a Sharpie. 

“I was laughing so hard,” Tebow 
said. “This lady was like, ‘Will you sign 
my baby?’ I was like, ‘Sure ma’am! I 
signed her forehead. The lady was so 
ecstatic, too.” 

There was also his now-legendary per- 
formance of Kenny Chesney's “She Thinks 
My Tractors Sexy” with Chesney, who 
was playing a small Gainesville club. 

The two have become good friends, 
close enough that Tebow recently 
recalled a conversation in which he 
blasted his buddy for scheduling a con- 
cert in nearby Jacksonville for 8 p.m. 
Aug. 30 — the day the Gators open the 
2008 season against Hawaii. 

Plus, there are the “Tim Tebow facts.” 

Superman wears Tim Tebow pajamas. 

Tim Tebow counted to infinity — 
twice. 

Tim Tebow can divide by zero. 

Sure, it’s a ripoff of the quirky Chuck 
Norris facts — Chuck Norris can believe 
it’s not butter! — but substitute Tebow’s 
name for Norris, throw the saying on an 
orange and blue T-shirt, and, well, you 
sell a lot of T-shirts. 

And, uh ... that was before he won the 
Heisman. 

Now it’s gone nuclear. 

Within days of winning the Heisman, 
he had already received congratulatory 
letters or phone calls from President 


Bush, Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, Chesney 
— and Norris. 

Speaking requests, which already were 
nearly unmanageable before, nearly tri- 
pled. Church groups, youth groups, 
schools, prisons, Boy Scouts, football 
teams — some from as far away as Texas 
— all wanted Tebow to visit. 

And not to talk about football. More 
so, to talk about his Christian faith and 
the missionary work he and his family 
do in the Philippines. 

The Bob Tebow Evangelistic Association 
— named after Tim’s father — runs an 
orphanage in the Philippines. Tebow has 
spent time there every year since he 
was 15. ; 

As plentiful as the speaking requests 
were, they were dwarfed by the auto- 
graph requests. Florida received so many 
that the school asked fans not to 
approach Tebow, instructing them to 
instead pick up a free autographed 
poster from the school. 

“The number of (autograph) requests 
have probably increased 100-fold,” said 
Jamie McCloskey, UF's associate athletic 
director for compliance. “That's not fair 
to him. I think we have a duty, a respon- 
sibility, an obligation, to protect him.” 

In the days following his return to 
Gainesville after winning the award, the 
crowd waiting outside the practice field 
during Capital One Bowl practices was so 
thick that the school ferried Tebow to 
and from the practice field on a golf 
cart. Otherwise he would have been 
signing for more than an hour. 

Gladly, though. 

“T remember when I was young and I 
wanted an autograph with (former UF 
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quarterback) Danny (Wuerffel) or have a 
picture taken with him, and he was 
more than happy to take it with me,” 
Tebow said. “I remember how that makes 
you feel as a kid. You want to give that 
same feeling to kids now. 

“After a while it can start wearing on 
you, but you have to go and say, ‘I’m 
making a lot of people happy by doing 
this, and that should give me joy! And it 
does give me joy. I think that’s how you 
go about handling it.” 

Tebow also uses his immense popular- 
ity to help raise awareness of those in 
need. That's why he teamed with UF's 
student government to organize a char- 
ity powder puff tournament for the 
school’s sororities to raise money for 
charities locally and across the world. 

Tebow convinced 14 of UF's 18 sorori- 
ties to participate and got 15 teammates 
to agree to act as coaches for the soror- 
ity teams (twins Mike and Maurkice 
Pouncey were a set). The tournament, 
played the day after UF's spring game, 
raised nearly $10,000, and Tebow hopes 
it will become an annual event. 

The idea was sparked when Tebow met 
1982 Heisman winner Herschel Walker at 
the formal dinner two days after the 
Heisman ceremony. 

“He was saying how a lot of people have 
great intentions and great wishes, but 
(they don’t) actually get up and do some- 
thing,” Tebow said. “A lot of people have 
great intentions for things, but to actually 


get up and work for it — that was some- 
thing that was very motivating and cool.” 

By now this thought is certainly out 
there: This kid is too good to be true. 

Craig Howard, Tebow’s coach at Nease 
High School, said people say that to him 
a lot. His answer is always the same: 
That's just Timmy. 

“He is that guy,” Howard said. “They 
always look for a flaw. I guess people 
don't want to have a real American hero. 
Tim Tebow is the real American hero and 
he's the real deal. 

“Winning the Heisman is a life-chang- 
ing experience and it does change 
Timmy's life, but it won’t change Timmy. 
He will be the same kid that will be in 
church on Sunday morning, and on 
Sunday afternoon he'll be working on 
some flaw in his ability to improve.” 

- Wait until this December, Howard 


said, and you'll be even more impressed. | 


Then people will be talking three-peat. 

“He has a chance to be the first guy in 
history to win three Heismans,” Howard 
said. “He's always doing these kinds of 
things. He did it in high school. He 
broke every record in the history of high 
school football in Florida. 

“When he went to Florida they said, 
‘Well, he can’t do it at Florida! Now he's 
done that. Now that he’s made this 
threshold, he has a chance to do it bet- 
ter than it’s ever been done before. 

“And Im one guy who believes 
he will.” = 


TEBOW 2007 ES 


PASSING 

i's ak 350 66.9 3,286 
RUNNING 

13 210 = 895 4.3 23 
HIGHLIGHTS. 


‘in one season. 


32 6 252.8 172.46 
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* First player in NCAA history with at least 20 passing and 20 rushing touchdowns 


'* Set SEC record for total touchdowns in a season (55) 
_ © Has 14-game streak with at least one passing and one rushing TD, the longest 


in NCAA history. 


Set NCAA record for tushing touchdowns by a quarterback (23). 
* Set school single-game record with five rushing touchdowns vs. South Carolina. 
Had seven total touchdowns against the Gamecocks. 


* Led SEC in total offense (321.6 yards per game). 
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ON AON 
TWICE 


ARCHIE GRIFFIN IS (AND 
MAYBE ALWAYS WILL BE) THE 
ONE AND ONLY TWO-TIME 
HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER 


Tagged with the distinction of being 
the only two-time winner of the Heisman 
Trophy, Archie Griffin is comfortable 
with the notion of some day sharing 
that honor with someone else. 

“T expect that somewhere along the 
line, somebody is going to win it twice”” 
Griffin told Lindy’s writer Bruce Hooley a 
while back. 

“Having that title, ‘Two-time Heisman 
Trophy winner, is special to me. It’s very, 
very special to me. But I don’t worry 
about having to share it with someone. 
I can always say, ‘I was the first! ” 

Now there seems to be a serious conten- 
der to that distinction — perhaps the 
most serious dual candidate since Griffin 
became the one and only in 1975. 

“Being a Heisman winner means a whole 
heck of a lot to me,’ said Griffin, now the 
president of Ohio State’s alumni associa- 
tion. “I know I wouldn't have been able to 
go to some of the places I've gone or speak 
to some of the people I've spoken to 
without being a Heisman Trophy winner. 

“That award opens doors for you, but 
more importantly, it identifies you with 
a group of people who took their talent 
and developed it through hard work.” 

Griffin acknowledged that he thought 
he could win it as a junior because he 
had finished fifth as a sophomore and 
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was the only member of the top five who 
would be returning. He was coming off a 
season in which he was named consen- 
sus first-team All-American after rushing 
for a Big Ten-record 1,577 yards. 

It wound up an open-and-shut case 
when Griffin broke his own conference 
mark with 1,695 yards and broke Steve 
Owens’ then-NCAA record of 17 straight 
100-yard games. 

Those exploits made Griffin an easy 
winner by more than 1,100 votes over 
USC's Anthony Davis. 

“I think I appreciated the award more the 
second time, simply because I felt I had to 
work so much harder for it,’ Griffin said. 
“The opposing defensive players especially 
loved to hit a Heisman winner. I can’t tell 
you how many comments I received in the 
trenches during my senior year.” 

None of those remarks stuck with 
Griffin like a favorite saying of his 
legendary coach, Woody Hayes. 

“Coach Hayes always said, ‘You're either 
getting better or you're getting worse. You 
never stay at the same level/” Griffin said. 

“Well, that meant I'd have to work that 
much harder in 1975, because if I won 
the Heisman as a junior and didn’t win 


it as a senior, that would mean I wasn't . 


getting any better.’ 

Griffin's rushing total declined to 1,383 
yards his final season and his tou- 
chdowns dropped from 12 to four, but 
that came largely because the Buckeyes 
blew through their regular-season sche- 
dule unbeaten and seldom played their 
star tailback in the fourth quarter. 

“I didn't think that would hurt me as 
much as I just didn’t believe they would 
give the Heisman to the same person 
twice,’ Griffin said. 

But then, nobody before or since has 
topped 100 yards rushing 31 games in a 
row, as he did. 

The message he carries and speaks 
about often — about the value of hard 
work and team play and blending sports 
with integrity — is something that 
makes him perhaps the most revered 
member of the “Heisman family.” 

Still, he'll always be defined as, if not 
the only two-time Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, then certainly, the first to pull off 
that double. 

“It seems to be part of my name now,” 
Griffin said. “Whenever I’m mentioned, 
it’s always, ‘Two-time Heisman Trophy 
winner, It’s become a part of my life. It’s 
something I never thought would hap- 
pen to me, so I consider it a bonus. I 
cherish it very much.” » 
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GOING FOR TWO 


Florida QB Tim Tebow is the fifth Heisman winner since Archie Griffin to return 
to school for a chance at a repeat. The other players to go for a two-fer all finished 
in the top three of the voting the next season, but never won. 

By winning the Heisman, they set the bar high. A year later, Billy Sims, Ty 
Detmer and Jason White couldn’t quite accumulate the same numbers as when 
they took home the trophy. Matt Leinart’s senior-season stats were basically a 
wash with his Heisman-winning totals — some better, some worse. 

Before Griffin, there were four juniors to win the award — Doc Blanchard (1945), 
Doak Walker (1948), Vic Janowicz (1950) and Roger Staubach (1963). 

None finished as high as second on the heels of their victory. 

Blanchard fell to fourth in 1946 when his Army teammate, Glenn Davis, won 
the honor. Walker wound up third in 1949. Neither Janowicz nor Staubach made 
the top 10 in their senior seasons. 

Here’s a breakdown of how the four two-time candidates have done 
since Griffin: 


1978: Billy Sims, RB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Averaged national-best 

160.1 yards per game and 7.6 per carry. 

_ Repeat attempt: Finished a distant second to 
USC running back Charles White. 

Stat stuff: Dropped from 1,896 rushing 

yards in Heisman year to 1,670, including 
bowl stats. 


1990: Ty Detmer, QB, BYU 

When he won: Record-setting year included 
5,188 passing yards and 41 TDs in reqular season. 
Repeat attempt: Finished third as Michigan's 
Desmond Howard stiff-armed the competition. 
Stat stuff: BYU lost its first three games 

in 1991, and Detmer “slumped” to 4,031 
passing yards. 


2003: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Led team to perfect regular 
season; had 3,846 passing yards and 
school-record 40 TDs. 

Repeat attempt: Was second in his backfield, 
trailing winner Matt Leinart and teammate 
Adrian Peterson. 

Stat stuff: Peterson siphoned some numbers 
- from White, who passed for 3,205 yards, 35 
Lad TDs, as senior. 


- 2004: Matt Leinart, QB, USC 

When he won: Completed 65.3 percent of 

his passes for 3,322 yards (33 TDs, 6 INTs) for 
13-0 team. 

Repeat attempt: Teammate Reggie Bush won, 
well ahead of Texas QB Vince Young. Leinart 
was third. 

Stat stuff: It’s not that Leinart was worse as a 
senior (3,815 yards, 28 TDs), it’s that Bush was 
way better, 
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nowshon Moreno’s story starts 
at a place where YouTube 
can’t see and not even Rivals. 
com can evaluate. 

It starts with good old-fashioned hy- 
perbole. Or maybe not. No one is really 
sure what happened that day at Bayshore 
Middle School in New Jersey, just that it 
was amazing. 

There were, oh, maybe 25 to 30 kids 
ina P.E. class. Little Knowshon lined them 
up and told them to come get him. 

“Weaved through the whole class 
without getting touched,” his high school 
coach, Steve Antonucci, related. “I don’t 
think anybody came even close to him.” 

The tale came to Antonucci second 
hand, but it has been repeated enough 
times to become urban legend when the 
tailback’s exploits are mentioned. Fortu- 
nately, there are now cameras around each 
Saturday to document reasonable facsimi- 
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les of what Moreno did in P.E. class. 

We're not saying Georgia’s redshirt 
sophomore tailback is going to go un- 
touched this season. Let’s start modestly 
and select Moreno as Lindy’ preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Move over Tim Tebow. The 5-11, 
207-pound jolt of energy is the next big 
thing in the SEC, if not the country, for 
Lindy’s preseason No. 1 team. 

“They tell that story all the time,” 
Moreno said of his P.E. exploits. “I re- 
member doing that.” 

After a redshirt season in 2006, Moreno 
became the first Georgia freshman running 
back since Herschel Walker to be named 
All-SEC. Only Walker (1,616) had more 
yards as a freshman at Georgia than More- 
no (1,334). Considering what Walker ac- 
complished, let’s just say there is reason for 
the usually rabid Hairy Dawgs to practically 
jump out of their skin this season. 


oreno 
lready a 
egend 


By Dennis Dodd 


“Tt’s a long season,” Moreno warned. 
“You never know, you could get injured in 
the first game.” 

Moreno isn’t a buzzkill, just a man of 
few words and many yards. 

Georgia's second-half push to a Sug- 
ar Bowl berth in 2007 coincided with 
Moreno’s first career start. The Bulldogs 
were 4-2 after getting blasted by Tennes- 
see. Boom: Moreno goes for 157 yards on 
28 carries against Vanderbilt, and Georgia 
was off and running on its seven-game 
winning streak. 

Moreno had a string of five consecu- 
tive 100-yard games that spurred the Ath- 
ens T-shirt industry to ask: Do you Know- 
shon? 

Before you Knowshon you have to 
know how he got to Georgia. From New 
Jersey of all places. 

When Moreno was completing his ca- 
reer as that state’s No. 1 career rusher (now 
No. 2) at Middletown South High School, 
Mark Richt already had landed defensive 
tackle Kade Weston from Red Bank, N.J. 

Moreno took a couple of 15-hour train 
rides to and from Athens. He was hooked. 

“There’s a train that runs from here 
to New Jersey?” quarterback Matthew 
Stafford asked. 

Apparently. 

“T really believe that when Knowshon 
came to a camp here, he thought it was 
a Nike camp where coaches from all the 
schools were coming to watch,” Richt said. 
“T think maybe he was a little bit bummed.” 

If he was, Moreno didn’t show it. 
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During that camp, coaches decided to pair 
Moreno with Norcross, Ga., prospect Ca- 
leb King. 

“Sweltering heat, sand, rubber in your 
face,” Richt said. “We were grinding them. 
Then we started doing competitive stuff. 
They were our top two war daddies. We 
didn’t know who Knowshon was. We 
didn’t know what was inside of him.” 

What was inside him was truly a hy- 
brid back. Moreno can lower his shoulder 
running between the tackles. He can drop 
jaws with his spin moves in the open field. 

“The amazing thing to me about 
Knowshon is he already knows what is hap- 
pening before it happens,” Antonucci said. 
“He makes decisions in milliseconds.” 


Tim Tebow Knowshon Moreno 
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When the complaining died down in 
December over missing out on a) a nation- 
al championship berth and b) a Rose Bowl 
shot at USC, Georgia started to realize it 
had something special: Another title shot 
in ‘08 and another great tailback from a 
school that has produced a few. 

Georgia’s history of stockpiling tail- 
backs and then sharing carries gives More- 
no’s 2007 accomplishment more weight. 
He is only the 12th Bulldog ever to rush 
for 1,000 yards. 

Moreno is as close to a hoss as the pro- 
gram has had in a while. 

“The thing that separates him a little 
bit is his incredible energy,” coaching leg- 
end Vince Dooley said of Moreno. “As 


OFFENSE 


Chris Wells Michael Crabtree 


FIRST TEAM 


Pos Name Ht. Wet. 
QB __ Tim Tebow 


Yr. School 
6-3 232 Jr. 


Pos Name 
Florida QB 


RB Knowshon Moreno _5-11 207 So. Georgia RB 


Chase Daniel 
LeSean McCoy 


soon as he gets hit, he rolls on the ground, 
he’s jumping up. He’s back in the hud- 
dle.” 

High school players in Georgia now im- 
itate Moreno’s signature move — popping 
up as if poked by a cattle prod after a tackle. 
Half of it shows the opponent that he isn’t 
fazed by a hit. The other half is Moreno be- 
ing continually wired to a car battery. 

“He wants to be great,” said Rodney 
Garner, Georgia's superstar recruiting co- 
ordinator who landed Moreno. “I don’t 
think he wants to be good. He’s going 100 
mph. He’s hyper. It’s not an act of show- 
boating.” 

Its Knowshon. Who you will know 
soon, if you don’t already. 


Jeremy Maclin Travis Beckum 


SECOND TEAM 


Ht Wt. Yr. School 
6-0 225 Sr. Missouri 
5-11 200 So. Pittsburgh 


RB Chris Wells 6-1 


235 Jr. 


Ohio State RB 


James Davis 


5-11 210 Sr. Clemson 


WR_ Michael Crabtree 6-3 208 So. Texas Tech 


WR 


WR__ Jeremy Maclin 6-1 


200 So. 


Percy Harvin 


5-11178 Jr. Florida 


Missouri WR 


TE Travis Beckum 


6-4 223 Sr. 


Kenny McKinley _ 6-0 


182 Sr. South Carolina 


Wisconsin TE __ Darius Hill 


C Jonathan Lui 


6-4 313 Sr. 


6-6 236 Sr. Ball State 


Arkansas C Alex Mack 


6-5 316 Sr. Cal 


OL Michael Oher 


6-5 318 Sr. 


Ole Miss OL __ Alex Boone 


6-8 313 Sr. Ohio State 


OL Duke Robinson 


6-5 346 Sr. 


Oklahoma OL 


OL _ Andre Smith 
OL Ryan Stanchek 


6-5 340 Jr. 
6-4 303 Sr. 


Alabama OL 


West Virginia OL Ciron Black 


Tyronne Green 
Anthony Parker 6-3 


6-2 307 Sr. Auburn 
300 Sr. Tennessee 
6-5 320 Jr. LSU 


K__ Thomas Weber 6-1 


Jonathan Luigs Michael Oher 
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205 So. Arizona State 


' 
Duke Robinson Andre Smith 


Sam Swank 


6-2 206 Sr. Wake Forest 


Ryan Stanchek Thomas Weber 
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tim ¢ will spend the 2008 season 
Fe «Where almost no one expected, 
} which is not unusual consid- 
ering the career path of Ohio 
State senior James Laurinaitis. 

Lightly recruited, Laurinaitis remem- 
bers when he was coming out of Wayzata 
High School in Hamel, Minn., and his 
college options tilted more toward off- 
Broadway locales than college football’s 
biggest stages. 

“North Dakota State offered ... South 
Dakota State offered,” Laurinaitis said. “I 
could’ve been a North Dakota State Bison 
running around in green and yellow.” 

Or, he could have landed elsewhere in 
the Big Ten, at Minnesota, the only Di- 
vision I-A school to recruit him despite 
a senior season in which Laurinaitis’ 198 
tackles included 28 for negative yardage. 


ca 


Ohio State eventually 
swooped in and lured him 
away, but before Laurinaitis 
proved himself the latest in a 
distinguished lineage of out- 
standing linebackers, he was 
a mere curiosity as the son of 
a professional wrestler. 

Joe “Animal” Laurinaitis 
helped form one of the most 
popular tag-team combina- 
tions of the 1980s and ‘90s, 
“The Road Warriors.” 
James, though unherald- 
ed upon entering OSU, now 
has a trophy collection to 
compete with his dad’s, and 
a resume like those of former 
Ohio State linebacker greats 
like Randy Gradishar, Tom Cousineau, 
Chris Spielman, Pepper Johnson, Andy 
Katzenmoyer and A.J. Hawk. 

There’s the Nagurski Award that Lau- 
rinaitis won as the nation’s most outstand- 
ing defensive player in 2006, and the But- 
kus Award he claimed as college football’s 
best linebacker in 2007. 

There have been assorted All-Ameri- 
can and All-Big Ten mentions also, and a 
first-round draft status was in the forecast, 
too, until Laurinaitis’ stunning decision in 
January to postpone that trip to the NFL. 

Instead, he will be back in the middle 
of the Buckeyes’ defense this fall, adding 
to a lengthy list of individual accomplish- 
ments and taking aim at the national 
championship that has eluded him and 
OSU the past two seasons. 

Let his 2008 honors start with Lauri- 
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By Bruce Hooley 


naitis’ designation as Lindy’s national De- 
fensive Player of the Year, which comes 
his way largely for the instincts that have 
served him as well on the field as they 
have off. 

“I reached high, because that’s how 
[ am,” Laurinaitis said of the logic that 
got him to Columbus. “I still have the 
mind-set of a three-star recruit coming 
out of Minnesota that nobody knew 
how to spell his last name. That’s the 
way | think.” 

The cerebral side of Laurinaitis’ per- 
formance is what separates him from most 
players at his position. Not only is he a 
dedicated film-watcher, he also is blessed 
with a built-in radar for the precise spot to 
patrol at the most opportune moment. 

Consider a play from early in Lauri- 
naitis’ sophomore season, when he sniffed 
a Texas pass over the middle that he in- 
tercepted and returned inside the 10-yard 
line to break open OSU’s getaway to a 
comfortable victory at No. 2 Texas. 

Flash forward to last season, when a 
young Ohio State team was in danger at 
Washington. Laurinaitis blitzed, then in- 
explicably pulled back, sensing a shovel 
pass, as he bore down on quarterback Jake 
Locker. When it came, he tipped the pass 
and intercepted it to blunt an advance to 
OSU’s 5-yard line. 

Later in the same game with the Buck- 
eyes in front 17-7, Laurinaitis kept Wash- 
ington from getting back into contention. 
He faked a blitz, enticing Locker to throw 
quickly, then emerged to intercept again at 
the OSU 22. 

“He has those things you don’t teach,” 
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ALL-AMERICA TERM 


said Ohio State linebackers coach Luke 
Fickell. “When things happen, when plays 
are being made, when the game is on the 
line, it is uncanny who ends up showing 
up. 

“The thing (the public doesn’t) see is 
the day-in day-out of the weight room and 
film work and those kinds of things that 
people don’t realize. They think those guys 
who have it, just naturally have it. But they 
work at it.” 

Laurinaitis’ consistency is as admirable 
as his knack for the big play. 

He has led OSU in tackles each of the 
past two years, with 115 as a sophomore 
and 121 last season. He has nine career in- 
terceptions and nine career sacks. 


Tyson Jackson Sen’Derrick Marks 


“James is a guy who, no matter how 
good he gets or how much recognition he 
gets, every day in practice he’s the guy run- 
ning past everybody,” said Marcus Free- 
man, also entering his third year as a start- 
ing linebacker. 

“He’s the guy who finds that energy 
and makes sure he keeps getting better and 
better.” 

Laurinaitis wants to make sure that 
continues, because improvement and en- 
joyment are the reasons he returned for his 
senior season, along with Freeman, tackle 
Alex Boone and cornerback Malcolm Jen- 
kins — all of whom could have been high 
draft picks as junior-eligibles. 


George Selvie Vance Walker 


“You can’t come back just on the fact 
that, ‘Hey, we’re going to win the national 
championship,” Laurinaitis said. “Havy- 
ing been there twice in a row, I know how 
hard it is to get to that game. It’s extremely 
hard. 

“Obviously, it’s every team’s goal to 
get to that game, but if that’s the only rea- 
son you re coming back, then that’s wrong. 
The reason we came back is because we 
want to enjoy each other. We want to en- 
joy the friendships that we have. 

“We have a chance to be special, but 
this team is so close that it’s more about 
the friendships and the commitment to 
each other than it is about champion- 
ships and rings.” 


James Laurinaitis Rey Maualuga 


FIRST TEAM 


Pos Name Ht. Wet. 
DL Tyson Jackson 6-5 


School 
LSU 


Pos Name 
DL Maurice Evans 


Ht. Yr. 
6-2 


SECOND TEAM 


School 
Penn State 


Sen’Derrick Marks 6-1 


Auburn 


George Hypolite 


6-2 


Colorado 


George Selvie 6-4 


South Florida 


Greg Middleton 


6-3 


Vance Walker 6-2 


Georgia Tech 


James Laurinaitis 6-3 
Rey Maualuga 6-3 


Scott McKillop 6-2 
Malcolm Jenkins 6-1 


Ohio State 
USC 
Pittsburgh 


Fili Moala 


6-5 


Brian Cushing 
Aaron Curry 
Brandon Spikes 


6-4 


Indiana 
USC 
USC 


6-3 
6-3 


Wake Forest 
Florida 


Ohio State 


Victor Harris 6-0 


Virginia Tech 


Eric Ber 
Vontae Davis 


5-14 


Tennessee 


Illinois 


William Moore 6-1 
Alphonso Smith 5-9 
P Kevin Huber 


Scott McKillop Malcolm Jenkins 
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6-2 224 Sr. 


Missouri 


Nic Harris 


Oklahoma 


Wake Forest 
Cincinnati 


Victor Harris 


Taylor Mays 
Louie Sakoda 


William Moore 


5-10 178 Sr. 


Alphonso Smith 


USC 
Utah 


Kevin Huber 
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QUARTERBACKS 


nationally televised, but chances are, Chase Daniel’s most-watched 
pass this year came a few weeks earlier. 
On a pitching mound, no less. 
Back in April, Daniel and All-American wide receiver Jeremy Maclin 
were last-minute substitutes for Missouri coach Gary Pinkel to throw out the 


om or the first time ever, Missouri’s annual spring scrimmage was 


honorary first pitch of the season for the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


IF = NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Tim Tebow Jr. Florida 
Goes for back-to-back wins on college football's American Idol. 
Chase Daniel Sr. Missouri — 
Master of spread offense was Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year. 
Pat White Sr. West Virginia 
Still the best at being a threat and ue “ ee on the ground. 
Graham Harrell _ Texas Tech 
Leader of Mike Leach's best Sflafens .». Which is eal co something. 
Sam Bradford So. Oklahoma 
Led nation in passing efficiency as a freshman; didn rt see that coming. 
Cullen Harper Sr. Clems 
_ Set 21 school records in 2007, his first season fest otaiter. 
Todd Reesing Jr. Kansas 
Makes all the right decisions i in up- tempo offense: = TDs, seven INTs. 
Matthew Stafford Jr. Geo 
Will make another big jump in production for peoriat 1 Dawgs. 
Zac Robinson Jr. Oklahoma State 
Pushed Bobby Reid to the bench ze then seek re of nation's top attacks. 
Curtis Painter Purdue 
Incorporating the no-huddle will roel his aes even more gaudy. 


Matt Grothe Jr. South Florida 
No quit in this kid; ran for 872 ae passed . 2,670 last season. 


F cottmecoy in Big 12 after ean INTs eat season (18). 


Rudy Carpenter Sr. Arizona State 
A get-er-done quarterback with " most experience in the Pac-10. 
Todd Boeckman Ohio State 
Not flashy (unlike a certain Terralle Pryor, but he ate job done. 
Jake Locker So. Washington 
Great Hope of the Huskies is a Tim Tebow-style runner ... tough as nails. 
Dan LeFevour Jr. Central Michigan 
_Passed for 3,652 yards; ran for 1,122; accounted for 47 touchdowns. 
Riley Skinner Jr. Wake Forest 
Has completed 69.5 percent of nm passes in IWO-VERKE career. 
Nate Davis Ball State 
_ Productive, arom ofthe top 8 bose vaso ara oes. 
“Max Hall 
— rer Wi Winn pte righ ip where Jon! Beck left off. 
Sr. Alabama 
fi See a0 passa | records when it’s all over. 
Sexe Clement 
End ed 2007 wd — straight cas with at finest 280 yards passing. 
C Louisville 
Het ries Ke him, even = ries been sitting behind Brian Brohm. 
Rusty Smith Jr. Florida Atlantic 
Sun Belt's best had five TD passes in bowl si over Memphis. 
Juice Williams rete ois 
Still a ways to go as a passer, but Nie take iat a Bes. 


Chase Holbrook Sr. New Mexico State 
NFL possibility, but stock plummeted i in 2007 with too many INTs. 


f elias des pone bei, bas a We RRO a 
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Chasing Daniel Isn’t Going 
to Get Easier for MU Foes 


With almost 50,000 
watching in the stands, 
Daniel took a football, 
not a baseball, to the 
mound. He wound up 
and delivered a sinker to Maclin. More like a stinker. 

The former high school pitcher one-hopped the football to his favor- 
ite receiver, who didn’t exactly help the cause by letting the ball bounce 
through his legs. 

Daniel and Maclin laughed about the ugly experiment, and less 
than 24 hours later were back to their friendly confines, hooking up for a 
30-yard touchdown pass on the MU practice fields. 

After leading Missouri to unprecedented heights in 2007, last year’s 
Big 12 Conference Offensive Player of the Year has actually found some 
things to work on for 2008 — and not his pitching delivery. 

“Footwork and accuracy,” said Daniel, the fourth-place finisher in 
last year’s Heisman Trophy voting. “Other than that, just communication 
with the offensive line and getting better at calling blitzes and calling out 
protections, stuff like that.” 

Daniel’s goal was to complete 80 percent or more of his passes during 
every offseason practice and scrimmage. 

Not that accuracy has been a problem — he completed a career-best 
68.5 percent last year — but for a quarterback who’s sometimes at his 
best freelancing outside of the pocket and finding receivers downfield, 
establishing proper footwork has been crucial. 

Consider, too, that he’s working with a new left tackle and center, and 
no longer has All-American tight end Martin Rucker as a security blanket. 

Heading into the fourth year of its shotgun, no-huddle spread, Yost 
estimates that Missouri has seen eight basic defensive approaches. Daniel’s 
objective is to recognize coverages before the snap — a skill that might be 
his best strength — and attack each scheme, not simply to take what is 
offered by the defense. 

“He really works on developing his recognition of defenses and at- 
tacking the defense,” quarterback coach David Yost said. “For Chase, it’s 
about getting the ball vertical against defenses we see as opposed to having 
to check down or taking what they give.” 

The rest is all about the intangibles. From the day Daniel won the 
backup job to Brad Smith as a true freshman in 2005, he has earned 
respect from his coaches and teammates with a fiery brand of leadership. 

“He’s been a quality leader since he got here,” Yost said. “Asa 
quarterback, you're going to do that. You're responsible for taking charge 
of the offense and running the show, and he does that as well as anybody 
I've ever been around — making sure everyone’s on the same page and 
controlling what we do offensively.” 

Last year’s brilliant run through November — 15 touchdowns, 

1 interception in 4 crucial victories — earned Daniel an invitation to New 
York for the Heisman presentation and puts him squarely on the radar for 
the award this season. 

Those honors are past him now, Daniel said. He’s glad he experienced 
the Heisman hoopla as a junior so he can focus this year on taking his 
team to uncharted terrain — specifically, a BCS bowl game and a stab at 
the game’s ultimate prize. 

“There’s nothing out there that we haven't really done except go to 
the national championship game,” he said. 


CHASE DANIEL 


— Dave Matter 
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In the Guava, lm alole to pay For 


Ss 


Fe MY own education, 
y = 'wusing the College First enlistment 
ES option, a program which helps you focus 


ESI on your schooling without being Aeployea 
=a overseas for up to two yeas. 
mig «the Guava provides |00% tuition and 
= helps cover expenses like books ana 
g housing. That’s on top of an enlist 
\ ty _ onus of up to $20,000. 
But my biggest rewawa in the ¢ 
comes from putting oth 


| can go to college 
WITH THE HELP OF THE GUARD. 


EDUCATION 


# UPTO $20,000 ENLISTMENT BONUS # OVER 200 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
‘4 100% TUITION REIMBURSEMENT # SERVE RIGHT FROM WHERE YOU LIVE 


Ask how these and other benefits can help you. Talk to a National Guard recruiter today. 
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RUNNING BACKS 


just in case that legacy is lost on heirs to the position, the atrium 
in the Buckeyes’ lavish practice facility drives home the point. 
Encased in glass are the six Heisman trophies won by Archie Griffin, 
Eddie George, Howard Cassady, Vic Janowicz and Les Horvath. 
Any lingering doubts about which position forms the foundation for 
the very essence of OSU football are erased by the twice-actual-size mu- 


4 he tailback has always been bigger than life at Ohio State, and 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


1.| Knowshon Moreno So. Georgia 

|_ Redshirt sophomore biggest thing at Georgia since Herschel Walker. 

| Chris Wells Jr. Ohio State 

| He did what | he could; rushing for 146 yards in title game loss to LSU. 
LeSean McCoy So. Pittsburgh 
1,328 yards as a ese makes him ‘best Pitt RB since Tony Dorsett. 
James Davis ‘Sr. Clemson 
Two-time all-ACC player should score school’s career leader. 


DeMarco Murray So. Oklahoma 
| Bundle of talent with the burst to go the distance every time. 


Tennessee 
ards and he A No. ton Ps 's Career list. 


| Arian Foster 
dust 684 more rushing 


ievon Ringer Michigan State 
447 yards last season, his third year of leading the Spartans. 
ion Fletcher 1 Jr Southern Miss" 
‘Two-year totals: 2,974 rushing yards and 26 touchdowns. 
Noel Devine So. West Virginia 
Ligpink g quick back gets big role wa Sieve a off to NFL. 


ror _ NaBraaks 
_Big ul Ss leading returning rusher (1, 319 ards) leads deep stable. 


7 So. Wake Forest 
and 11 TDs to be ACC Rookie of the Year. 


9. | Antoni ane 
| 240-pounder could be on the verge of stardom. 


0. Miami 
|_Game-breaker will be in same backfield as Javarris James. Nice. 


Mississippi State 
Graig Cooper So. 


C.J. Spiller Jr. Clemson 
| _ Still aca as a runner/blocker, but can be breathtaking. 


| Keiland Williams Jr. LSU 
Speedy back should rank higher on talent, but will he get the carries? 


| Tyrell Fenroy Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Enters senior season with 3,627 career yards and 29 rushing TDs. 


Buckeyes’ Wells Knows What 
He Wants, and How to Get It 


Photo by: Joe Robbins 


CHRIS WELLS 


ral of those five rushing 
legends looking down 
from 15 feet above. 

There was a time when either the pressure of that tradition or his 
own humility prevented Chris “Beanie” Wells from admitting he hun- 
gered to join his predecessors on that wall. 

That time is past. 

Entering his junior season, fresh off the best year ever by an OSU 
sophomore running back, Wells no longer hides behind “I-just-want-to- 
help-the-team” clichés or tight-lipped smiles. 

“When somebody talks about Ohio State and the great players, I 
want my name to be mentioned,” Wells said. “We have guys like Archie, 
Eddie George, Keith Byars, Antonio Pittman — those are all great guys, 
don’t get me wrong. But I want my name to be at the top.” 

Wells rushed for 1,609 yards and 15 touchdowns last season, help- 
ing Ohio State reach the BCS national championship game for a second 
straight season. 

The Buckeyes’ 38-24 loss to LSU was an embarrassment for everyone 
but Wells, whose 64-yard touchdown run on the game’s first possession 
and eventual 146-yard performance left him blameless in the defeat. 

As impressive as his burst away from All-American safety Craig 
Steltz minutes after kickoff, Wells’ most eye-opening highlight was a 
brutal stiff-arm of cornerback Chevis Jackson on a 30-yard gain. 

That's what 4.4 speed in a 6-1, 237-pound package can do, and 
Wells hopes to do more of it this season now that nagging ankle and 
wrist injuries have healed. 

“T think I played at about 70 percent last year,” he said. 

He averaged 92 yards a game and scored six touchdowns in OSU’s 
first seven games, after which OSU coach Jim Tressel coyly mentioned 
the need for Wells to become “a warrior.” 

In the six games after that, the warrior averaged 161 yards a game 
and scored nine touchdowns, including his 222 yards on 39 carries and 
both scores in the 14-3 win at Michigan. 

Now Wells has learned he can play with pain, although he hopes not 
to experience as much in 2008 after offseason surgery to repair his wrist. 

“That's something I’m really excited about, being healthy and just getting 
the chance to get out there with no problems and giving my all,” Wells said. 

“Beanie is the kind of guy who loves to pound it in there,” Tressel 
said. “He can really seize the tempo of a game. Beanie Wells is really a 
special player. I'd like to think he’s one of the best backs in the country.” 

If that’s not already been proven, it could be on Sept. 13 at USC. 
The defending Rose Bowl champion Trojans welcome Wells and the 
Buckeyes to the Los Angeles Coliseum and the prototypical stage that 
anoints Heisman frontrunners. 

“T'm not going to sit here and tell you I don’t think about winning 
the Heisman,” Wells said. “That’s something I’ve worked hard to ac- 
complish. 

“T honestly (think about it) all the time. ... I thought about the Heis- 
man my 10th-grade year. Me and my father were sitting in the living room 
and I told him I wanted to be the first freshman to win the Heisman. That 
didn’t happen, so, you know, I just want to get it, honestly.” 

Sept. 13 would be a good place to start. 

— Bruce Hooley 
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RECEIVERS 


Red Raider Crabtree 
Ready to go Platinum 


t some point in his future, when football becomes part of his 
past, the personable Michael Crabtree says he would like to own 
businesses that have something to do with the music industry. 
Thus far, his career at Texas Tech seems to be preparing 
him quite well for such a future endeavor. In just one football season 


TOP RECEIVERS 


CLASS | COLLEGE 
Michael Crabtree So. Texas Tech 
|_ He's out to break every single-season receiving record in the books. 
Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri 
80 catches for 1,055 yards ... just scratching the surface. 


Percy Harvin dr. Florida 

You hold your breath every time he touches the ball. 

Kenny McKinley Sr. South Carolina 

Go-to guy in Spurrier's offense; tough over the middle and on deep outs. 
Jarett Dillard Sr. Rice 

Stellar career has already netted some All- American honors. 


“Aaron K Kelly “Clemson 


Sr. 
Needs just 52 receptions to break ACC career record of 216. 


Dante Love Sr. Ball State 
_Smaller WR (5-10, 179) who used quickness to catch 100 balls in ‘07. 


Hakeem Nicks Jr. North Carolina 
He'll try to break his own school record of 74 catches, set last year. 


Mike Thomas Sr. Arizona 


“Money Mike" is the go-to guy in Wildcats’ emerging spread offense. 


Kenny Britt Jr. Rutgers 
Ruvened 19.8 yards per ce catch and set school record with 1,232 yards. 


Brandon Gibson Sr. Washington State 
Big-play guy could benefi it from new coach Paul Wulff’ s no-huddle. 


Demetrius Byrd Sr. LSU 
All the tools and ready to take on bigger role for national champs. 


Eron Riley Sr. Duke 
In near obscurity, has averaged 20.7 yards per catch in his career. 


~ Chris NMSU 


Chris Williams Sr. 
2007 cut short by injury; led nation in receiving yards per game in 2006. 


Brian Robiskie Sr. Ohio State 


His flair for highlight catches is exceptional. 


Darrius Heyward-Bey Jr. Maryland 
Not many college players are faster; reported time of 4.28 seconds in the 40. 


Greg Carr Sr. Florida State 
A uk “jump- -ball” receiver who averages 18.6 yards per catch. e 


Juaquin Iglesias Sr. ‘Oklahoma 
Sam Bradford's favorite target is also a wonderful kick returner. 


Arrelious Benn So. Illinois 
Here's betting he i improves greatly on his 54 catches for 676 yards. 


Lucas Taylor Sr. Tenness 
Leader of a fine group of UT receivers; not flashy, but solid id and productive. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


CLASS’ COLLEGE 
is Beckum Sr. Wisconsin 
ze and speed; has 136 receptions in past two seasons. 
Sr. Ball State 
Caught 65 pany for 962 yards and 11 touchdowns last season. 
Brandon Pettigrew Sr. Oklahoma State 
_Was first-team All-Big 12 last season ahead of Mizzou's Martin Rucker. _ 
Ryan Purvis Boston College 
High NFL prospect is big part of ac 4 system, even without Matt Ryan. 


Rob Gronkowski So. Arizo 
The bull-strong Gronk is one of college football’s vical freakish athletes. 


in Lubbock, Crabtree MICHAEL CRABTREE 
produced more records 
than some of the music 
industry's giant labels. 

Asa redshirt freshman in 2007, Crabtree led the nation and the Big 
12 in receptions (134), receiving yards (1,962) and touchdowns (22) — 
all NCAA freshman records. 

He also became the first freshman ever to win the Biletnikoff Award 
(given annually to the nation’s top receiver), and became Tech’s first 
consensus All-American since linebacker Zach Thomas in 1995. 

Crabtree was the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, Big 12 OF 
fensive Newcomer of the Year, and the National Freshman of the Year, 
according to several news services. 

“He was really good for us,” says head coach Mike Leach, who is 
typically tight-lipped when it comes to praising players. 

“He’s a real confident guy, and he doesn’t really have any bad days. 
Not even in practice. If he has one bad play, he doesn’t have another. The 
thing that really impresses you is that he gets stronger each practice and as 
the season goes along. He can get a lot better.” 

Crabtree, vows to get better. Immediately. He says he was relatively 
pleased with his overall performance last year, when he produced 11 
games of at least 100 receiving yards. 

But in the next breath he essentially says: You ain’t seen nothing yet. 

Crabtree wants to become the first receiver since Desmond Howard 
in 1991 to win the Heisman Trophy. 

He wants to break the NCAA record for most receptions in a season 
(Houston’s Manny Hazard, 142) and to break Scott Pingel’s record for 
the most single-season receiving yards in NCAA history (2,157). Pingel 
played for Division II] Westminster (Mo.). 

In other words, the 6-3 Crabtree — with the assistance of record-set- 
ting senior Tech quarterback Graham Harrell — would like to establish 
himself this year as the single greatest receiver in the history of college 
football. 

“T can be a lot better than last year. I can run better routes, I can 
drop fewer passes, I can read defenses better. There are a lot of things I 
can do better. Last year was just a good year for me, but I think we can 
win the Big 12 this year. “We have all the tools. And I am going to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.” 

Crabtree, who also serves as the team barber for about eight of his 
teammates, is a phenomenal athlete who seems capable of just about 
anything. He actually arrived at Tech with a higher profile as a basketball 
player than football player, and he originally planned to play both sports 
in Lubbock. 

But for reasons he still doesn’t completely understand, Crabtree was 
forced to sit out the 2006-07 football and basketball seasons because of 
NCAA Clearinghouse issues. He used that season to work on his speed, 
strength and understanding of the receiver position. 

He dominated football intrasquad scrimmages in ‘06 in much the 
same way he dominated opponents in ‘07. After the success he enjoyed in 
football, he decided to stay focused on the gridiron. 

“T just decided that it might be best if I concentrated on football,” 
Crabtree said. “I think it is working out.” 

Indeed, it seems to be working out pretty well for Crabtree, who 
could be on the verge of producing bigger numbers than any receiver ever 
to play college football. 

— Rusty Burson 
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“The rule on tailgating here: There are no rules, so plop your canopy down, 
set up your lawn chairs, fire up the grill and party.” - Dave Hollingsworth 


nd, so it has become ... tailgating today 
is as much a part of the football land- 
scape as the kickoff or the marching band. 
It doesn’t have an official starting date, 
but everybody knows it’s here. Even if it’s 
still late summer, you imagine a slight 
nip in the air, a little coolness when you 
first step out in the morning. It’s that 
uniquely clear blue sky, that light breeze 
brushing your face. 
Summer season is gone. Tailgating 
season is here. 

’ At football stadiums around the 
country, legions of loyal fans plan their 
year around the hours before kickoff. For 
others, it’s the days before kickoff, spent 
' in parking lots in recreational vehicles. 

It has become a social event and more. 

There are estimates that more than 

27 million people tailgate regularly at 

football games. Millions more have pre- 

game parties at home when they can’t be 
at the stadium. And, that doesn’t include 
. tailgaters outside motorsports venues. 

Tailgating has expanded into a year- 
round lifestyle and its nature has 
changed. Goné are the days of driving to 
the stadium, then driving home. You find 
just the right spot to park and put up the 
tent, the rendezvous place for friends and 
family. You can’t forget the school colors, 
everything from napkins and cups to fans 
dressed from head-to-toe. The grill, the 
cooler, the table and chairs. Don't forget 
the music and the television. 


_~ 


Communities of tents and trucks spring 
up everywhere. Before the game. After the 
game. Some don't even go to the game. 
They just come for the tailgating. They 


fine tailgating in your own way. 

“Whether it’s going to a friend's house, 
meeting in the backyard or gathering out- 
side the stadium, tailgating is game day, 


share the memories of great games in sea- race day ... everyday.” 
sons past. They share the fun and the food. 
Oh, yes, the food. As much as tailgating jaye 


has expanded and modernized over the 
years, one truth still remains ... it's not 
a great tailgate without great food. 

Most start with the meat, everything 
from deli sandwiches to chicken, ribs, hot 
dogs and burgers on the grill. Casseroles, 
potato salad and baked beans. Appetizers 
and finger food get things started - mixed 
nuts, party mix, chip and dip of every 
variety. 

And, of course, the drinks must be 
cold ... and you must have plenty. Have 
a lot of ice and pack an extra cooler. 
Have enough for after the game, whether 
celebrating the great victory or trying to 
forget the one that got away. 

One thing is for sure, unless some 
things are planned ahead, it just won't 
turn out right. 

“Sometimes we'll get things going at 
8 a.m. for a 1 p.m. kickoff,” said one 
longtime Atlanta Falcons fan. “And, we 
won't leave from tailgating until long 
after postgame. It takes a lot of planning 
and preparing things in advance.” 

But, remember that the little things 
can make a difference in the tailgating 
experience, 

Have enough paper towels, napkins and 
garbage bags. Don’t forget a first aid kit 
and fire extinguisher and maybe toilet 
paper, just in case. 

With the right preparation, the tail- 
gating event can be problem free and 
become something special. 

“You have the opportunity to 

name your tailgate party,” said the 
Falcons fan, a 30-year tailgating 
_veteran. “From a ‘Bayou Bash’ with 100 
pounds of crawfish to a ‘Draft Day Fiesta’ 
with Gordo’s Tailgating fajita nachos. You 
can make every event an opportunity to 
be with friends, socialize, party and rede- 


Ingredients: 
© 1 %lbs chicken breast(marinated), or 
e | Ylbs flank steak(marinated), or 
e |2 peel & deveined large shrimp(marinated) 
¢ | Ib any flavor GORDO'S Cheese Dip 
(room temperature) 
e | medium onion (sliced, marinated) 
e % green bell pepper (sliced, marinated) 
¢ | bag of tortilla chips 


Marinade: 


¢ | cup beer 

© 1/4 cup fresh lime juice 

© Y%4 cup minced fresh cilantro 
© 27 olive oil 

¢ 2T. Worcestershire sauce 

¢ 2T. chili powder 

e 21. minced garlic cloves 

e 1 t. chopped jalepeno 

e | f. ground cumin 

¢ 1t.salt 


cake zip lock i Place onions, sa peppers, Tene 
of morinade on a square of aluminum foil large enough to fold 
and seal, refrigerate (turn occasionally). Add chicken, steak or 
shrimp into the original marinade bag. Refrigerate at least two 
hours (tum occasionally) or until your gril is ready, 

Place your veggie pouch onto the grill while cooking fajitas. 
Grill your choice of fajita over the grill to your liking and cut 


into bite size pieces. If choosing shrimp, careful ... it only 
takes a few minutes. 

Arrange a thick layer of tortilla chips in a toss-awoy pan. 
Layer chicken, steak and/or shrimp. Third layer add onion 
and bell pepper. To top off your nachos, spoon GORDO’S 
CHEESE DIP over everything. Cover the pan with aluminum 
foil and place on the cool side of the grill for 10 minutes. 


You will hove the best platter of Tailgating Fajita Nachos ever! 


Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Iry all 5 Cheese Dips: Plain, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa and the newest favorite with a smokey Chipotle kick. 
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TOP CENTERS 


RK NAME f CLASS _ COLLEGE 
pee 


Jonathan Luigs Sr. Arkansas 
Last season's Rimington Award winner has new backs to block for. 


Alex Mack Cal 
Pac-10's D-linemen voted him ean s best O-lineman last season. 


A.Q. Shipley Sr. Penn State 
| All- _ All-Big Ten lineman anchors experienced group that returns intact. 


Bama’s Smith Continues 
on Meteoric Trajectory 


Max Unger Sr. Oreg 
| Took to the position and did fine in his first season on ihe ‘job. 


5. | Antoine Caldwell Sr. Alabama 
“4 Teams up with OT Andre Smith for potential All-American combination. 


Eric Wood Sr. Louisville 
All-Big East center has started 37 consecutive games. 


| Brett Helms Sr. LSU 
| Dependable player helps give LSU the best line in the country. 


8. | Jon Cooper : Oklahoma 
|_ Yet another pro prospect on the Oklahoma offensive line. 


TOP GUARDS 


“CLASS _ COLLEGE 


Duke Robinson Sr. Oklahoma 
Size, versatility and skill puts him near the top of 2009 draft list. 


Anthony Parker Sr. Tennessee 
|_ Best athlete on the Vols line; even filled in at center in spring. 


Tyronne Green Sr. Auburn 
_ Compares favorably to any of the recent Auburn greats. 


Jeremy Perry Sr. Oregon State 
|_ Slowed by injuries in 2007, or else he might be in the NFL rightnow. 


Herman Johnson Sr. LSU 
Simply a commanding presence at 6-7 and about 350 pounds. 


Kraig Urbik Sr. Wisconsin 
| Badgers always have a good one; he has 39 consecutive Starts. 


| Greg Isdaner Jr. West Virginia 
|_57 knockdowns last year, which is what you want in that offense. 


Cedrick Dockery Sr. Texas 
Will be joining brother Derrick in the NFL a year from now. 


TOP TACKLES 


RK NAME | CLASS: aoe 
Michael Oher Sr. le M 
Amazingly athletic and in the best shape of his life; the NEL i is drooling. 
Andre Smith — Jr. Alabama 
Explosive lineman has lived up to the massive recruiting hype. 


Ryan Stanchek Sr. West Virginia 
Earned multiple All-American honors as a junior. 


Alex Boone Sr. Ohio State 
4 real blessing for the Buckeyes to have a four-year starter at LT. 
Ciron Black Jr. LSU 

iH Second-team all-league as a sophomore .. _ impressive in the SEC. 


Phil Loadholt Sr. Oklahoma 
JC transfer stepped i in at left tackle and helped lead prolific attack. 


Eugene Monroe Sr. Virginia 
Didn't allow any sacks last season from his left tackle Position. 


Dallas Reynolds Sr. BYU 
Excels in pass blocking, giving Max Hall plenty of time to throw. 
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ANDRE SMITH 


he biggest question that followed Andre Smith from Birmingham’s 
Huffman High School to the University of Alabama was this: 
Which was bigger: The 6-5, 340-pound offensive left tackle ... 
or the hype he carried with him as the top offensive line prospect 
in the country? 

As Smith prepares to enter his junior season with the Crimson 
Tide, it is safe to say that question has been answered. Smith has done to 
the expectations that surrounded his signing exactly what he has done to 
opposing defensive linemen for two seasons: pancaked them. 

Smith, from the day he stepped on campus in 2006, has been starting 
at perhaps the most critical position on the line, left tackle. 

He led the team with 831 snaps as a freshman, and was one of only 
two linemen to start every game last season. 

More than just start, Smith has excelled, earning Freshman All- 
American honors in his first year, followed by first-team All-SEC honors 
last year when he earned the Jacobs Award, given to the best lineman in 
the conference. 

But you have to look those things up to find out about them, because 
Smith is not one to talk much about himself. 

“Te never been a vocal leader,” Smith said. “T’'ll say certain things at 
crunch time during a game. But as for yelling, going around and jumping 
up and down — that’s not me. 

“T like to lead by example. Just go out there and do what I’m sup- 
posed to do. You see me do it, so you should do it too. That’s how I feel.” 

Obviously not everyone can do what Smith does. 

“Andre had an outstanding spring,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 

“He played really well for us last year, and was by far our most con- 
sistent offensive lineman. But he continues to get better. His maturity and 
focus and attention to detail has made him better. 

“The guy has power, can get movement on the point, and has great 
feet and athleticism to be an excellent pass protector. The sky is the limit 
as for what kind of player he can potentially be.” 

As gentle and unassuming as Smith is off the field, that is the last way 
opposing players would describe him after facing the full force of Smith 
bearing down on them in a game. 

“T learned that from my Dad,” Smith said. 

“Growing up, he always taught me to be the nicest guy off the field, 
but once he got on the field he turned into the meanest dude in the world. 
Nice guys don’t really do that well on the football field.” 

Lost in Smith’s massive size is the fact he might be one of the most 
athletic players on the offense. He explodes off the ball and gets into de- 
fenders so quickly they often have no time to prepare. Once he locks onto 
a defender he rarely loses his position. 

And while the only goals Smith will talk about are the ones you ex- 
pect to hear — win games, compete for a championship, finish each play, 
and dominate the player across from him — he also knows playing like 
this will bring the individual honors. 

Such as the Outland Trophy, which goes to the nation’s best offensive 
lineman. He begins the season on the watch list for that award. 

“That would be special,” Smith said. “But I'd rather not talk about 
that now. I’d rather talk about this team.” 

Up to now, Smith has too often been one of the few aspects of this 
team anyone wanted to talk about. 


— Ray Melick 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


USF's Selvie Works to 
Keep Slam-Dunking QBs 


eorge Selvie isn’t bitter about it. Not really. He understands. 
Who recruits a 230-pound high school center, anyway? 
In an age with increased opportunities at summer camps 
and high School combines, plus wall-to-wall recruiting coverage 
from a variety of dot-coms, a guy like Selvie is becoming increasingly rare. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


George Selvie Jr. South Florida 
_The numbers are just silly: 31.5 tackles for loss, 14.5 sacks. _ 

Tyson son Jackson Sr. LSU 

New leader of LSU’s line; 15 QB hurries, 10 pass breakups last year. 


‘Maurice Evans — Jr. Penn State 


Had 12.5 sacks in his first season as starter; can’t wait for the encore. 


Greg Middleton Jr. Indiana 
_Led nation with 16 sacks; first IU D = lineman to be all-league in a decade. 


lan Campbell Kansas State 
_ Returns to end (where he had 11.5 satel in 2006) after a year at OLB. 


Everette Brown Jr. Florida State 
Shows potential and production to be next great Seminoles’ end. 


Greg Hardy Ole Miss 


dr. 
|_ All-SEC in 206 2007, , but needs to get his act together to justify this ranking. 


Nick Reed Sr. Oregon 
Was the premier pass rusher in Pac-10 last year — 12 sacks, 22.5 TFLs. 


~ Larry E English Northern Illinois 


Sr. 
_ Speed rusher — an OLB at next level? — has 22.5 sacks in past two years. 
Jr. BYU 


Auston aaa ‘dr. Oklahoma 
OU is deep as usual at end; English had 9.5 sacks last season. 


Michael Johnson Sr. Georgia Tech 
An athletic monster who will be turned loose early and more often. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES | 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
ft Vance Walker Sr. Georgia Tech 
_ Pushed his way to 14 tackles for loss, including 8.5 sacks, last year. 
Sen’Derrick Marks Jr. Auburn 
Moving from end, will be one of most active, athletic DTs in the country. 
Fili Moala Sr. USC 
__ Following in the footsteps of Shaun Cody and Sedrick Ellis. 
George Hypolite Sr. Colorado 
One of college football's good guys earned Alll- -Big 12 honors last season. 


Peria Jerry Sr. Ole Miss 

Made 14 tackles for loss, including three vs. good Alabama line. 
Ricky Jean- Francois Jr. LSU 

_Highest upside of anybody on the list; has to do it over a full season. 


"Mitch King Sr. lowa 
Four-year stalwart has 54 career tackles for loss. 


Terrance Taylor Sr. Michigan 
_ The Wolverines’ top NFL prospect for the 2009 draft. 


Terrill Byrd Sr. Cincinnati 
_His 17 tackles for loss last season is a big number for an interior DL. 


Jeff Owens Sr. Georgia 
Owens and DT teammate Geno Atkins will each vie for all-league honors. 


DeMarcus Granger Jr. Oklahoma 
| Second-team All-Big 12 last season with 8.5 tackles for loss. 


Marvin Austin So. North Carolina 
A “potential” pick: Super recruit had four sacks as an ‘07 backup. 
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He’s someone 
everyone overlooked. Or 
missed, Or dismissed. 

Everyone except 
South Florida coach Jim Leavitt. 

Leavitt looks like a genius twice over. 

He extended the only Division I-A offer to Selvie, from Pine 
Forest High School in Pensacola, Fla. Then, Leavitt moved Selvie to 
defensive end. 

The production from Selvie last season as a redshirt sophomore: a 
staggering 31.5 tackles for loss, including 14.5 sacks. 

No bitterness. But a whole lot of payback. 

“When USF offered me, I was like, hey, I gotta play major college 
football,” Selvie said. 

“T never doubted myself. I felt like I was a football player. I was 
being recruited by West Virginia and USF, and now I get to play those 
guys every year. I get especially fired up when I play those guys. 

So far, Selvie is 2-0 against the Mountaineers. 

The former 230-pound center probably would never have made it 
on offense. He spent the offseason trying to put on weight, but he has 
more of a basketball body, and the weight just won’t stick. 

Selvie, 6-4, was at 240 pounds at the end of spring, aiming for 250 
by the season-opener. 

“T try to put on good weight. I don’t want to be eating all that fast 
food or anything like that,” Selvie said. “I try to eat fruit at the end of 
meals. Yeah, I like fast food, but if I eat the fast foods, I don’t go with 
the fried chicken, I go with the grilled chicken.” 

At whatever weight, it’s going be hard for him to duplicate those 
2007 numbers. The secret is out. In one year, he went from obscurity to 
the top defensive end prospect in the 2010 draft ... if he stays in college 
that long. 

He expects even more blocking attention from running backs and 
tight ends this season. That's why his spring focus was working on 
counter moves in his pass rush to complement his speed. Don’t forget 
his strength. He considers himself more of a run stuffer, anyway. 

“Te is going to be hard, regardless,” he said, “because the numbers 
last year were ridiculous.” 

Leavitt credits part of Selvie’s success to his upbringing. His father, 
George, served 20 years in the Navy. The younger Selvie is a yes-sir, no- 
sir young man who was used to new places, new people and hard work. 
College was not a culture shock. 

“He was strict,” Selvie said of his father. “Saturday morning, we 
didn’t get to sleep in. He wanted the yard work done. He wanted the 
clean-up done. All that stuff.” 

Selvie redshirted as a freshman in 2005, winning the team’s Over- 
achiever Award for his work in the strength and conditioning program. 
During that season, the coaches asked Selvie to move to defense, which 
he resisted. 

“But, anything to help the team win,” Selvie said. 

He has done plenty of that, and now he is a college football superstar. 

“My life hasn’t changed that much. People still don’t really recog- 
nize me,” Selvie said. “They mistake me for a basketball player. 

“Hopefully, I can put on some weight and people will think I’m a 
football player.” 


GEORGE SELVIE 


— Anthony Gimino 
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‘Big- olay Rey Lowers _ 
the Boom for Trojans 


hen more than 80 NFL scouts and coaches assembled at USC 
for Pro Day to test players entering the draft, they could not 
help but notice the one who did not work out. 
NFL teams descended upon USC linebacker Rey Maua- 
luga, eager to discuss his draft status — and some might have left a little 
perplexed that he did not leave a year early, when he could have been a 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS | 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE \ 


| James Laurinaitis Sr. Ohio State 
Third consecutive season of picking up major individual hardware. 
Rey Maualuga Sr. USC 
Lindy’s preseason choice as the most feared hitter in college football. 
| Scott McKillop Sr. Pittsburgh 
Just always around the ball; a nation’ s best 12.58 tackles per game. 


"Brandon Spikes Jr. Florida 
After making 131 tackles last season, has more help in front and behind. 


.| Tray Blackmon Jr. Auburi 
.. just needs to put a full season of health together. 


Has all the tools .. 
Gerald McRath Jr. Southern Miss 
Reigning C-USA Defensive Player of Year had 139 tackles last year. 

.| Joe Mortensen Sr. Kansas 

|_ All-conference defender should be OK for fall after knee injury. 

Darry Beckwith Sr. LSU 
Even higher on the scouts’ lists; a key part of excellent run defense. _ 
Rolando McClain So. Alabama 
Nick Saban's first recruiting gem did ae disappoint as a true freshman. 


| Jasper Brinkley South Carolina 


Returning from injury to be the bas "South Carolina desperately needs. 


Dave Philistin Maryland 
|_ Made 124 stops last season, including 2 21 against Georgia Tech. _ 


Dannell Ellerbe Sr. Georgia 
Team-high 93 tackles in ‘07 and a great spring portends more big things. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


_ RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Brian Cushing Sr. USC 
Looks the part in uniform; plays like an All-American, too, on strongside. 


Aaron Curry Sr. Wake Forest 
Amazing: F Retumed INTs for scores of 57, 77 and 84 yards in 2007. 


3.| Eric Norwood Jr. South Carolina 
|_ All-SEC end will do more roaming this season as a hybrid OLB. 
Rico McCoy Jr. Tennessee 
106 tackles last year; can grab more spotlight with Jerod Mayo gone. _ 


| Clint Sintim oa Sr. Vir rginia 


|_As part of the ACC's best group, led the nation's LBs with nine sacks. 


Marcus Freeman Sr. Ohio State 

Athletic and experienced, with more than 100 tackles last season. 

Sean Weatherspoon Jr. Missouri 

It's been a while since Missouri has had a linebacker this good. _ 

Zach Follett Sr. Cal 

He's a game-changer: 27 career TFLs and eight Eee fumbles. 

Adam Leonard Sr. Haw: 

WAC's top defender an all-over-the-field playmaker; four INTs in 2007, 

Clayton Mullins Sr. Miami (Ohio) 

Reigning MAC Defensive Player of the Year; 143 tackles in 2007. 

Maurice Crum Jr. Sr. Notre Dame 
|_Veteran player could shine in new coordinator Jon Tenuta's defense. _ 


Jonathan Casillas Sr. Wisconsin 
Team's leading tackler; returning captain; four TFLs vs. Vols in bowl. 
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first-round draft pick. 

Even Maualuga ad- 
mitted he thought twice 
about his decision while 
watching teammates 
prepare to leave for the 
NFL and the riches that await. 

“You have about 20 seconds of, ‘What would happen if you had 
left,”” Maualuga said. “But I still have things to do here. I like it here.” 

At least he received positive feedback from the NFL personnel. 

“Most of the guys said you made the right decision to stay,” he said. 
“Tes not like waiting another year is that long anyways.” 

The height of expectations surrounding Maualuga makes it difficult 
for him to live up to them. 

Fans remember him clobbering UCLA quarterback Patrick Cowan 
near the end of the 2006 game, a play that gave Cowan a concussion. 
Teammates remember his hard hit in the preseason on wide receiver 
Patrick Turner, a play that knocked Turner out of the season opener and 
prompted him to drop passes in the first three games. 

“When Rey hits someone, everyone knows it,” said fellow linebacker 
Clay Matthews. “We know sooner or later someone is going to get hit. I’m 
glad I play defense.” 

But those plays only cause fans to want more. 

As a freshman and sophomore, those highlight hits were often offset 
by Maualuga missing assignments because he did not play with poise. 
During a famous incident in his sophomore year, coach Pete Carroll 
chewed him out on the sideline after he’d given up a big screen play 
against Stanford. 

However, Maualuga made huge strides last year and enjoyed his best 
season. He finished with a team-high 79 tackles and was the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player of the Rose Bowl. It was an easy choice; he inter- 
cepted a pass and had three sacks. 

And now he’s a preseason All-American. 

“T think I’ve matured,” Maualuga said. “I’ve grown up a lot. I’m more 
comfortable with my role now.” 

As USC fields another national championship-contending team, Maua- 
luga is the closest thing to a star on this year’s edition, with his bushy hair and 
6-3, 255-pound frame making him an easily recognizable figure on campus. 

“Those NFL guys couldn’t take their eyes off Rey,” Carroll said. 
“He's a complete player at the next level. I encouraged him to find out 
what the NFL thought after his junior year, but he knew it would really 
help him to come back.” 

And it will really help USC. 

He underwent a highly publicized freshman year, where he was arrested 
for punching a student and then endured the death of his father right before 
the 2006 Rose Bowl. Since those tumultuous times, he’s become a good 
student and learned to control his emotions, on and off the field. 

Now, he calls the defensive signals and is a team leader. He should 
become a first-team All-Pac-10 selection for the third straight year. 

But he remains humble about his ability. 

“I still have a lot of growing up to do on the football field,” Maualuga 
said, “As much as I’m asked about myself, I’m really just hoping to win a 
national championship.” 

— Scott Wolf 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


The Return of Macho 
Includes Some Humility 


> 
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irginia Tech’s Macho man was as good as gone in January. that, we don’t mean es eS 
Victor “Macho” Harris had decided to join teammate his head coach, Frank os ~ ~ 
Brandon Flowers in skipping the last year of his college career Beamer. ‘ ” 
to apply for the National Football League Draft. “At one point, I VICTOR “MACHO” HARRIS 
Then Harris sought some advice from a higher authority. And by was ready to leave. I was 


ready for the league, ready to start a new life,” he said. “But when you're 
making a life change like that, it takes more than one night. I got down 


[a Sa pee on my hands and knees and asked the man upstairs for help.” 
TO Pp CO BR N E ei BAC KS Apparently, Harris’ heavenly adviser must be a Hokie fan. Harris 
RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE changed his mind before the deadline to declare for the draft, opting to 


4.) Malcolm Jenkins Sr. Ohio State ; stay at Tech for his senior year. 
All-American and one of several Buckeyes who returned to chase the title. Harris’ change of heart was a welcome measure of good news for 


| honest INTs (14 Saint fer iti sk ae : Beamer and veteran defensive coordinator Bud Foster. Already wracked 


3.| “Macho” Harris oF Virginia Tech : by graduation losses — linebackers Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi, end 
|_| Becomes the veteran leader (five INTs last year) in Hokies’ defense. Chris Ellis, tackles Carlton Powell and Barry Booker — the defense 


4. | ee a Rois : cs = would have been in rebuilding mode had Harris followed Flowers. 
pees hlet Sik ceernpaesie strece bone by Neuere Instead, Harris’ return gives the defense a veteran leader, in addition 
3. Mike Mickens Sr. Cincinnati yo . 
Wiry cover comer has been one of Big East's best for past three years. : to the lockdown cornerback Foster's blitz-happy scheme requires. 
CaptainMunnerlyn sr. South Carolina But Harris says he feels no undue pressure as the Hokes pursue their 
A\-SEC as a sophomo! ing to come back from foot injury. second consecutive ACC title. 
doe Burnett Sr. Central Florida : i i 
Thought about jumping to the NFL: an exciting retumer, too. We have a great group of guys and a great coach who will put us in 


position to make plays,” he said. “I can’t play every position on the field, 
but as far as bringing leadership, I can do that.” 


: Asher Allen ; Jr. Georgia The 6-0, 192-pound Harris enjoyed the best season of his Tech 
1./As Georgia's reputation scars, so. will Aden's 9s a shut-doym comer career in 2007, even though he often was overshadowed by the hard- 
Ieee AA ca ee ea arely Ghallenae hunni man coverage! hitting Flowers. Harris finished with 36 tackles and five interceptions, 
4. z ire Vanderbilt including one he returned for a touchdown in an emotional opening win 
An all-around athlete like this doesn't come around Vandy every day. } over East Carolina. 
sa P es. eigen ; a : What's more, Harris cut down on mental errors. 


“[ didn’t try to do too much, and I made plays,” he said. “Some- 
times, when you're younger, you want to do what you can to impress the 


coaches and fans. Part of growing up and maturing is (letting the game) 
CLASS COLLEGE come to you.” 


Harris might be doing that on both sides of the ball this fall. The 
Nic Harris eat "Okdahanin coaching staff let him work the first six sessions of spring practice at 
One of the few top playe got away from home-state LSU. flanker, where Tech suffered heavy graduation losses. 

3.} TaylorMays — _ dr usc — This is a guy who rushed for 2,346 yards and scored 35 touchdowns 
Aditi rie Val sx bias ba Ae Ried Ege = 2 ee as a high school senior, and he gave a glimpse of his ability to produce 


Fre Sh nan All-American had five picks; can Bley lost eecuteany skill spot. big plays when he lugged a kickoff 100 yards in an October win at 


hee Ss 
| 5.) Patrick Chung _ Sr. Oregon Clemson. 
Hard-hitter, a special teams ace, will be good for about 120 stops. “We lost a lot and I want to do a lot to help the team,” he said. 


TOP SAFETIES 


Derek Pegues ; Sr. Mississippi State ; ; sceaue ha wi i 
MSU's star; intercepted five passes in his first season at free safety. _ , No matter how his senior year turns out, Harris says he will cherish 
— his years playing for Beamer. The veteran coach and Harris share a bond 
Courtney Greene Sr. Rutgers é f A eet : 
A big hit from the start, and he’s amassed 299 career tackles. : — not only in their devotion to the program, but in their life experiences. 
MichaelHamlin  — Sr. Clemson: Both were burned as children, Harris’ accident occurring on the day 
a cs nie nee TEE : Beamer made his home visit in 2004 - a grease fire broke in the kitchen 
.| Rashad Johnson rr. abama . . 
"| Led Alabama with 94 tackles and six interceptions last season. and Harris suffered burns on his arm and face. 
Rio!) Chip Vaughn) mi Wake Forest 1 He was giving me advice (throughout the recovery) and I felt that 
|_| _ Team-high 105 tackles last season; starting secondary returns intact. _ bond,” Harris said. “Not too many coaches would know how to handle 
| 44.) Kevin Ellison Sr. USC that, but I took heed with what he said. 
| All-league player superb at strong safety; Taylor Mays is at free. 


Badd Bruton = as Rae Dae If I was ever going to be like somebody, it would be like Coach 
Should emerge from shadow of Tom Zbikowski and be a star-level player. Beamer. 


— Bucky Dent 
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PLASER RATINGS 


ALL-PURPOSE 


TOP KICKERS 


si CLASS COLLEGE 
Thomas Weber So. Arizona State 
_ Nearly perfect as a freshman (24 of 25); won the Lou Groza Award. 


Sam Swank Wake Forest 


‘Sr. 
Has 60 career field goals and is an amazing nine of 12 from 50-plus yards. 
Austin Starr Sr. Indiana 
49-yarder beat Purdue in finale and sent Hoosiers to a bow! game. 
Kai Forbath So. UCLA 
Made UCLA forget about Justin Medlock; hit all five FGs from 50-plus. a 
Jose Martinez Sr. UTEP 
Made 17 of 20 field goals attempts | last season, including a 57- ~yarder vs. Houston. 
| Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah 
Was a solid 10 of 13 from 40 or more yards; best P/K combo in country. 


Harvin Finds a New Way 
to Gain Yards in All Ways 


Colt David Sr. LSU 
Opportunity and accuracy intersected for SEC-record 147 points. _ 


Jeff Wolfert Sr. Missouri 
All-Big 12 kicker enters season having made 16 consecutive field 


TOP PUNTERS 


NAME , CLASS COLLEGE 


Kevin Huber Sr. Cincinnati 
_ Blasted his way to ) the best average in the nation last year — 46.9. 


" Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah 
Great height, distance, placement; had six punts end up inside the 5-yard line. 


~ Chris Miller Sr. Ball State 


Averaged 45.4 yards per attempt, and dropped 23 inside in the 20. 


Justin Brantly Sr. Texas A&M 
Bigger than many LBs (6-4, 245); 43.9- -yard average in three years. _ 


Graham Gano Sr. Florida State 
Has had one punt of at least 50 yards in 11 consecutive games. 


Keenyn Crier So. Arizona 
Huge leg; getting more Consistent; All-Pac-10 as a freshman. 


Thomas Morstead Sr. SMU 
_ First-team All-Conference USA; helped SMU finish fourth in net punting. 


Jacob Richardson. Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
Made significant improvement every year, averaging 45.0 in 2007. 


TOP ALL PURPOSE 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Percy Harvin Jr. Florida 
His all-around skills could steal Heisman away from Tim Tebow. 


Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri 
Scored by rush, reception, punt and kick returns last season. _ 


C.J. Spiller Jr. Clemson 
_ Really ... any of the top three on this list could be No. 1. 


Sammie Stroughter Sr. Oregon n State 
| Third-team All-American for all-purpose skills in ’06; injured in’07, 


Brandon James Jr. Florida 
Does most of his damage on returns; will he carry the ball more? | 


Marcus Thigpen Jr. Indiana 
Speedy RB/KR scared everyone off; no one would kick to him in ‘07 


Javier Arenas Jr. Alabama 
Gilbert's cousin adds cornerback ae to his stellar return game. 


~ Dexter McCluster r. Ole Miss Poses 
Will try to do for Houston Nutt wiht Darren McFadden did for Arkansas. 


PERCY HARVIN 


aster, Percy Harvin realized, isn’t always better. 

So to become a better football player, Harvin decided to slow 

down. 

His epiphany came during a film session last season with 
then-running backs coach Stan Drayton the week before Florida’s home- 
coming game against Vanderbilt. 

“I saw plays where I missed a block or like I was falling down,” 
Harvin said. “He said, ‘Just slow down and read the blocks and know 
when to turn it on.” 

And how. 

In the three games Harvin played following that film session (he 
missed two games because of migraines), he rushed for 435 yards and 
four touchdowns — more than half his season totals. 

He also caught 23 passes for 254 yards and a touchdown in that stretch, 
signaling his arrival as one of the best all-around players in the country. 

“T'd take him,” Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson said. “Take him 
back on the plane.” 

Johnson made that comment moments after Harvin rushed for 113 
yards and caught nine passes for 110 yards to become the first player in 
Florida history to surpass 100 yards rushing and receiving in the same game. 

When Harvin’s sophomore season ended against Michigan in the 
Capital One Bowl, he had amassed more than 1,000 yards rushing and 
receiving in his career. 

For the season, he rushed 83 times for 764 yards and caught 59 
passes for 858 yards. He averaged 9.2 yards a carry, tops in the nation, 
and his 1,622 yards of total offense is the second most by a receiver in 
SEC history, trailing only LSU’s Josh Reed (1,747 in 2001). 

The 5-11, 178-pound Harvin is a fantastic tailback who happens to 
also be the Gators’ best receiver. 

“Percy plays tailback,” Meyer said, pointing out that Harvin ran for 
157 yards against Florida State and 165 against Michigan. “Those are 
great running back stats and that’s what he’s playing at those times.” 

Sometimes he’s also playing quarterback. He has taken direct snaps, 
although he did that much more in his freshman season. 

Harvin’s teammates don’t care what he is. They just know he’s a big 
play waiting to happen. 

“Sometimes I get in trouble with not carrying out my fakes after I 
hand it to him, and I turn and watch him go,” Florida quarterback Tim 
Tebow said. 

“He’s naturally gifted at playing football. God gave him the ability 
to make people miss that he didn’t give a lot of other people.” 

Like 2007 winner Tebow, that makes him something else, too: A 
Heisman Trophy candidate. 

If he recovers as expected from surgery on his right heel bone by the 
Aug. 30 season opener against Hawaii — his rehab began in June — Har- 
vin has a legitimate chance to record 1,000 yards rushing and receiving. 

That, much like Tebow’s 32 passing and 23 rushing touchdowns in 
2007, would be hard for voters to ignore. 

“Like I tell anybody, he can win the Heisman next year if he stays 
healthy and does some of things I know he can do,” said former UF 
receiver Andre Caldwell. “He’s just that talented. I think big things are 
going to happen for him.” 

— Michael DiRocco 
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Las Vegas’ leading Contest Winner Brings YOU to his Level! = % 


“HI. My name is Nick Bogdanovich and the most important thing 
you need to know about winning at football is this: 


IF THEY CAN’T BEAT ME, THEY CAN’T BEAT YOU!” 


@ AS LINESMAKER | ran the baddest book in town — Binion’s - & 
@ AS A BETTOR | just WON my 3RD STRAIGHT handicapping tournament and I’m now 
3 and 0 with (see documentation). 


@ /f the books can’t beat me as a bettor — and the bettors can’t beat me as a bookmaker 
— that makes me 


@ BUT IT MAKES too, if you and 


‘07 WON is feo | are both betting the same games! 


@ And that’s what ! propose right now. Come in with 
me from the Pre-Season through December, wa 
SMOTBALL CONTE A . You'll never have to wees 
NICKBOGDANOVICH 9 wonder where the right number is or who the wise guys like. 
mr —_ Mae 5 | From now on, got the right number and 

y @ Best of all, I'm not just available. I’m affordable. 


Because Vegas Pays for this Deal! From Pre-Season 
through December, I’ll give you the same games | bet myself. 
‘06 WON pn i My regular fee is $500. But all you pay me now is Why? 
roorbain BM SASHEDEE W@ Because you only have to pay me the balance of $320 at the 
RSE TET end of he season you have 
W@ If, however, you're convinced I'll come through for you and you want to save a few bucks, pay 
my further-reduced season fee of $400 - that's a savings of $100 - and I'll throw in the post 
season College Bowls and NFL Playoffs to sweeten the deal. 


® AND you get all my anyway, including my: 
PLAY: SCORE: RESULT: 


DATE: BIG GAME: 


)\) HALL OF FAME GAME: Saints/Steelers 20-7 
F ; Seahawks 48-13 


Nisa] PRE-SEASON 4 
A25 PRESEASON TRIPLE mit Cowboys 28-16 
; ) Lions 37-10 
Cards/Chargers 31-33 

$30 fils { Bears 37-27 
(yaa) NFL GIFT GAME OF THE sone y Lions 34-3 
013 fee SET t Wyoming 20-3 
014 | OF THE MONTH: Texans 37-17 


t ‘GAME ( . ee 
(0 COLLEGE GAME OF THE MONTH: Nebraska 36-14 
When | was a linesmaker | did what all the suits from Harvard, Wharton or Stanford 
couldn’t do: / made SURE the house made a profit. Now | want to do the same for you! 


Call me now toll free at: = * a Jam 
or call: 1: /02-860: also available at: WWW. SportsMasters.com 


“My whole life - as a kid growing up in Vegas... as a business major on a basketball 
scholarship... as linesmaker at Binion’s Horseshoe, the Stratosphere, Mandalay Bay, 
the Golden Nugget ...as a Champion in the $160,000 winner-take-all handicapping 
contest at LeRoy’s... or as Sports Book Director at Cal Neva - thru all of it, | have 
stayed focused on the right number. Don't tell me who can beat who — give me a 
number. Don't tell me about style matchups — give me a number. It takes a number 
to beat a number. That is what | do. And I’m inviting you to join me.” ™ 


NICK 3540 W. Sahara Avenue #732 Las Vegas, NV 89102-5816 
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RANKINGS 


This is a tough one. Clemson or Georgia? Geor- 
gia or Clemson? Perhaps the Bulldogs should get the 
benefit of the doubt because of their status as Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1, but the Tigers deserve the nod 
because of a second proven option at tailback. 

Clemson, a year ago, couldn't make this list 
because it had a rookie quarterback; it wasn’t enough 
that the Tigers had two elite tailbacks. But then Cullen 
Harper went out and became the top-rated passer in 
the ACC last season — yes, better than Boston Col- 
lege’s Matt Ryan — and running back James Davis 
decided to return for his senior season with junior 
C.J. Spiller. 

There you have it. One of the best quarterbacks 
in the country, backed by a two-time All-ACC running 
back (Davis) and one of the nation’s most thrilling 
players (Spiller). 

That “Thunder and Lightning” combination 
poured it on for 1,832 rushing yards last season — 


despite playing behind a questionable offensive line. 


Quarterback Matthew Stafford, as expected, 
made improvement in his sophomore season, show- 
ing he has the career arc to be one of the nation’s 
finest just in time for a run to No. 1. 

The revelation was freshman running back 
Knowshon Moreno, whose sizzling second half of 
the season gave him 1,332 yards, 14 touchdowns ... 


“Thunder and Lightning” have 
the Clemson Tigers in contention 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 


and the expectation that he was just getting started. 
He should be backed by promising redshirt freshman 
Caleb King. 


Quarterback Sam Bradford had a slight advan- 
tage in OU's quarterback derby last year coming out 
of spring ball, so it wasn’t a surprise that he ended up 
winning the job, it's that he ended up being so good 
at it. He set an NCAA freshman record with 36 touch- 
down passes and led the nation in passing efficiency 
with a rating of 176.53. 

DeMarco Murray, looking for a full season of 
health, had 764 yards and 13 TDs as a freshman. 
Chris Brown is a dependable short-yardage runner, 
and Mossis Madu just wants a shot. 


4. URIU SIAIE 

I IT EN OS TIS 
Ohio State has a steady, all-league quarterback 

in Todd Boeckman and a running back, Chris “Beanie” 

Wells, who has a chance to gain admittance to the 

chamber of Buckeye greats. None of that compares to 

the hype surrounding incoming freshman quarterback 

Terrelle Pryor. Ohio State would be thrilled if he does 

what Tim Tebow did at Florida as a rookie — be a 

part-time, change-of-pace, scoring machine. 


=— vie + oe Vile! y 
2. VWEoO! VIRGINIA 
i oS a ey 
Patrick White and Steve Slaton formed one of the 
nation’s best backfields last season, and the produc- 
tion isn’t expected to drop off the cliff now that Noel 


Devine has replaced the slithery Slaton, an NFL early 
entry. Devine, running on jet fuel, is a threat to go all 
the way, while White has as much running wizardry 
as any QB in the country. 


Riley Skinner, only a junior, has already tied the 
school record for victories by a quarterback (18). 
Josh Adams ran for 953 yards last season and was 
chosen as the ACC Rookie of the Year. 


7. ALABAMI 
Senior quarterback John Parker Wilson, ina 
testament to his ability and longevity, is going to 
rewrite the school’s passing marks. A trio of returning 
running backs, led by Terry Grant, combined for 
1,673 yards last season. 


oO. 2 ( J U TH ri C y IR | D FA 
SE ES EES 
Do-it-all quarterback Matt Grothe and running 
back Mike Ford return to lead an offense that aver- 


aged 34.7 points and 414 yards per game. 


i» Ew Et 
Max Hall threw for 3,848 yards in his first season 
as the starter, helped by freshman Harvey Unga, who 
had 1,227 yards rushing and 655 yards receiving. 


lay 


a Wwe Ls wd) he 
QB Mark Sanchez is still short of experience (but 
he’s talented, of course) and the nation’s deepest 
cache of running backs counts for a lot. 


RECEIVERS 


The Tigers are so ridiculous offensively right 
now that they can lose All-American tight end Martin 
Rucker and wideout Will Franklin (49 catches), and 
not spend much time worrying about it. 

That’s the luxury of having Jeremy Maclin, who 
had 1,055 receiving yards last season and put ona 
show all over the field. Rucker’s loss is absorbed by 
senior Chase Coffman, the three-year sidekick who'll 
perhaps have another 14 games to add to his school 
record for touchdown catches. 

Danario Alexander (coming back from ACL 
surgery), speedy Jared Perry, third-down target 


nn 
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Tommy Saunders and incoming freshmen help give 
Chase Daniel all the help he needs as the Tigers take 
aim again at the BCS. 


2. TEXAS TECH 


Michael Crabtree won the Biletnikoff Award as a 
freshman, simply too big, too fast, too determined for 
those poor little cornerbacks. Crabtree led the nation 
in receiving yards per game (150.92), receptions per 
game (10.31) and receiving touchdowns (22). 

Two more starting wideouts return for one of the 
nation’s most prolific offenses — Edward Britton (48 
catches) and Eric Morris (nine TDs). 


3. TULSA 


Perhaps these record-setters are just a product 
of the system — but it’s a really good system. Tulsa 
finished with the nation’s top-ranked offense (543.9), 
and the Golden Hurricane produced three 1,000-yard 
pass catchers, all of whom are back — Brennan 
Marion (the Conference USA Newcomer of the Year), 
Trae Johnson and Charles Clay. 


4. OHIO STATE 


Without a lot of fanfare, Brian Hartline, Brian 
Robiskie and Ray Small combined for 127 catches 
for 1,896 yards and 19 touchdowns. That’s nearly 
identical to the production from Ohio State's top three 
a year earlier when the Buckeyes had first-rounders 
Ted Ginn and Anthony Gonzalez. 


5. RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights had two players break 
the school record for receiving yards — Tiquan 
Underwood, whose 1,100 yards were eclipsed by 
tall and athletic Kenny Britt, who came 
up with 1,232 receiving yards while 
averaging 19.9 per catch. Tim Brown 
and Dennis Campbell give Rutgers 
enviable depth. 


6. FLORIDA 


It doesn’t take much else than 
Heisman candidate Percy Harvin to rank 
high on this list. But the Gators have 
help in reserve, including emerging 
Louis Murphy, speedy Deonte Thomp- 
son and the best tight end in the SEC, 
Cornelius Ingram. 


7. TENNESSEE 


Lucas Taylor, Josh Briscoe and 
Austin Rogers combined to catch 185 
passes last season, and a deep rotation 
includes talented athletes Gerald Jones 
and Denarius Moore. 


8. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have the best wideout 
in the ACC — Aaron Kelly, who caught 
a school-record 88 passes last season. 
Tyler Grisham can be counted on for 
plays big and small. Jacoby Ford is one 
college football's fastest players. 


9. ARIZONA 


Deep group will help the Wildcats get better in 
second season of Texas Tech-like spread offense, led 
by Mike Thomas (83 catches) and budding star Rob 
Gronkowski, a tight end who has the best hands in 
the Pac-10. 


10. BALL STATE 


The Cardinals have two legit first-day NFL Draft 
prospects in little receiver Dante Love (100 receptions 
for 1,396 yards) and tight end Darius Hill (65 catches, 
11 TDs). 


TOP 
10 


OFFENSIVE 
LINES 


1. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have one of the nation’s top back- 
fields, and they have the nation’s best line — which is 
a national-championship kind of combination. 

Oklahoma won't miss a beat from last season 
because all five starters, including a couple of key 


Duke Robinson anchors the 
line for the Sooners, who are a 
legitimate championship threat. 


—_ 
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backups, return to pave the road for an offense that 
ran for an average of 190.7 yards per game, passed 
for 258.2 and allowed only 14 sacks. 

When in doubt, the Sooners will lean to the left, 
which is where guard Duke Robinson and tackle Phil 
Loadholt block out the sun. They are both potential 
first-round draft picks. Center Jon Cooper and right 
guard Brandon Walker are more postseason award 
candidates. 


2. LSU 


The Tigers are right there with Oklahoma as the 
nation’s best offensive line. Tackle Ciron Black, guard 
Herman Johnson and center Brett Helms are All-SEC 
candidates who could also earn national honors. The 
only new starter is at right tackle. 


3. OHIO STATE 


The line loses quotable captain Kirk Barton but 
everyone else is back, including a mammoth senior 
left side — tackle Alex Boone (6-8, 312) and guard 
Steve Rehring (6-7, 345). Jim Cordle is one of the top 
junior centers in the country. 


4. WEST VIRGINIA 


The entire starting five is back, led by All-Amer- 
ican tackle Ryan Stanchek and guard Greg Isdaner. 
Now, get started run blocking, fellas. 


5. AUBURN 


The starting unit returns intact, including a trio of 
sophomores who started as true freshmen. This has 
quickly become a strength for the Tigers, led by guard 
Tyronne Green. 


6. ALABAMA 


Every team should be so lucky to have a founda- 
tion of left tackle Andre Smith and center Antoine 
Caldwell. 


7. WISCONSIN 


The Badgers, near-permanent residents of 
this list; have lots of versatility and standout guard 
Kraig Urbik, making life easier for a new starting 
quarterback. 


8. PENN STATE 


The intact line, led by center A.Q. Shipley and left 
tackle Gerald Cadogan, will help make a 1,000-yard 
rusher out of emerging tailback Evan Royster. 


9. CAL 


Led by center Alex Mack and tackle Mike Tepper, 
Cal has allowed just 24 sacks in the past two seasons, 
the third-lowest total in the nation (and it’s not as if 
QB Nate Longshore has been particularly nimble). 


10. BYU 


Senior guard Ray Feinga and senior tackle Dallas 
Reynolds each begin the season on the watch list for 
the Outland Trophy. Neither was beaten for a sack 
last season. 
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DEFENSE 


It hardly seems fair. Coaches always talk about 
how the toughest recruiting task is to find big, athletic 
defensive tackles. Almost nobody has an excess. 
Almost nobody can replace an All-American such as 
Glenn Dorsey. 

Except LSU. 

Reloading with a vengeance, the Tigers turn to 
Ricky Jean-Francois to be a dominator in the middle. 
He missed the first 12 games last season because 
of academics, but then played a role in the SEC 
Championship Game and the national-title game win 
over Ohio State. He has a talent ceiling, scouts say, as 
high as Dorsey's. 

The interior rotation, including Marlon Favorite, 
Charles Alexander and Al Woods, is fabulous. The 
ends are the best in the SEC, with Tyson Jackson 
high on the NFL radar. On the other side, sixth-year 
senior Kirston Pittman (eight sacks) is even more 
productive. 


Notice the trend here with 
the offensive and defensive lines 
of LSU and Oklahoma? 

As usual, the Sooners are 
overflowing with former four- 
and five-star recruits, allowing 
coach Bob Stoops to use a deep 
rotation. Junior end Auston 
English is the team’s premier 
pass rusher, with 9.5 sacks last 
season. Jeremy Beal and Alan 
Davis both have starts at end, and 
sixth-year senior John Williams, 
trying to come back from a torn 
Achilles’ tendon, is another pos- 
sibility. Watch for freshman Frank 
Alexander. 

Junior DeMarcus Granger 
and sophomore Gerald McCoy 
hold down the middle. Each was 
the top-rated defensive tackle 
in their respective recruiting 
classes. They're a big reason 
why Oklahoma held six teams 
last season to 66 rushing yards 
or less. 


The Bulldogs have strength up the middle with 
All-SEC candidates Jeff Owens and Geno Atkins. 
Ends Roderick Battle, a returning starter, and Jeremy 
Lomax aren't as decorated but have ample experience. 
The Dawgs are doing something right: They finished 
in the top three in total defense, run defense and scor- 
ing defense last season. 


ae 
The Tigers will continue their run of stout 
defenses, with seniors Dorell Scott and Rashaad Jack- 
son leading a deep pool of talent at tackle. Ricky Sapp 
is a good pass rusher off the end, posting five sacks 
and 22 hurries last season. The buzz of spring was 
true freshman Da’Quan Bowers, an early enrollee. 


SSR a eT SS] 

Senior tackle Vance Walker is a Lindy’s pre- 
season All-American, and Darryl Richard is another 
strong tackle who compiles tackles for loss. Athletic 
Michael Johnson takes over at end. 


Swarming Bengal Tiger defense 
will still be tops, even without 
Glenn Dorsey. 


Photo by: Joe Robbins/Getty images 


J 


Even with a couple of players suspended in the 
spring, the Lions had plenty of big fellas in the middle. 
While that gets sorted out, the headliner is at end; All- 
America candidate Maurice Evans had 12.5 sacks and 
five forced fumbles last season. Opposite end Josh 
Gaines does a nice job, too. 


Ron Brace and B.J. Raji, who is coming back 
from academic ineligibility, are two non-movable ob- 
jects in the middle of the line. Junior end Alex Albright 
had 8.5 sacks despite missing the final three games 
due to injury. BC would have been higher if not for the 
April dismissal of starting end Brady Smith. 


Explosive Sen’Derrick Marks is now in the 
middle, and end Antonio Coleman (18.5 tackles for 
loss last season, including 8.5 sacks) should be fine 
after a scary spring neck injury. 


The Sun Devils’ strength is at end. Dexter Davis 
had 10.5 sacks last season, and his bookend, Luis 
Vasquez, was often in the backfield, too. They com- 
bined for 25 tackles for loss. 


I 

Plenty of production from ends Cody Brown and 
Julius Williams — they combined for 16 sacks and 
caused other mayhem — for a defense that held 10 
opponents under 20 points. The Huskies could be 
even better on defense this year. 


LINEBACKERS 


The Trojans have arguably the best inside 
linebacker (Rey Maualuga) and the best outside 
linebacker (Brian Cushing) in the country. They are 
each former Rose Bow! MVPs. 

They're not necessarily stat compilers like some 
other linebackers, but hard-hitting Maualuga did have 
six sacks last season and Cushing had 13.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006 when he often played as a stand-up 
end. Cushing was slowed last season by injury when 
he returned to the strong side. 

As usual, everyone else is jealous of USC's 
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depth, which includes seniors Kaluka Maiava and Clay 
Matthews, sophomore Luther Brown and redshirt 
freshman Chris Galippo. 


2. OHIO STATE 


Senior middle ‘backer James Laurinaitis is up for 
all the major defensive awards — some of which he 
already owns — and he plays his best in big games. 
He had 19 tackles vs. Wisconsin last season and 18 in 
the national-title game loss to LSU. 

Marcus Freeman is back as a tag-team partner 
for the third consecutive season. He had more than 
100 tackles last season. Senior Curtis Terry, coming 
off a medical redshirt, could take the other outside 
spot and also dabble on offense as a fullback. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks, needing to make big improve- 
ment in this area, benefit from Jasper Brinkley’s 
return from injury and the move of end Eric Norwood 
(19.5 tackles for loss, six sacks) to outside linebacker. 
Rodney Paulk and Marvin Sapp are returning starters 
in what is now a deep and potentially punishing unit. 


4. VIRGINIA 


Cavs rarely have a shortage of talent at 
linebacker in their 3-4 defense, and senior outside 
linebacker Clint Sintim is one of the best in the nation. 
Seniors Jon Copper and Antonio Appleby hold down 
the inside spots, giving the defense 500 pounds of 
run-stuffing force. Virginia allowed only nine rushing 
touchdowns last season. 


5. WAKE FOREST 


Outside linebacker Aaron Curry makes plays all 
over the field. He has two other seniors — Stanley 
Arnoux and Chantz McClinic — with him as starters, 
and there is so much depth that coach Jim Grobe can 
use some hybrid schemes with his linebackers. 


6. CAL 


Bears return a veteran unit that features big- 
play man Zach Follett, Anthony Felder and Worrell 
Williams. That trio last season recorded 270 tackles, 
including 24.5 for loss. 


7. FLORIDA 


No more depth problems. All-SEC standout 
Brandon Spikes made 131 tackles last season. Dustin 
Doe and A.J. Jones are returning starters. Freshman 
Brendan Beal could make an impact before it’s all over 
this season. 


8. GEORGIA 


Dannell Ellerbe is super in the middle and getting 
better all the time. Sophomore Rennie Curran could 
make a big name for himself this season. Depth is not 
an issue. 


3. MIAMI (OHIO) 


Clayton Mullins is the reigning MAC Defensive 
Player of the Year, and Joey Hudson is a two-time all- 
conference pick. That makes it hard for Caleb Bostic 
(103 tackles, 11 for loss) to squeeze into postseason 
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honors, even if he’s deserving. 


10. KANSAS 


Joe Mortensen, All-Big 12 last season with 106 
tackles, controls the middle, surrounded by seniors 
Mike Rivera and James Holt, each of whom earned 
honorable mention all-conference honors. 


Taylor Mays is part of the 
nation’s best safety tandem. 


DEFENSIVE 
BACKS 


Photo by: Kevin Terrell/Getty Images 


1. USC 


The Trojans, even in the passing Pac-10, ranked 
sixth nationally in passing efficiency and allowed only 
nine passing touchdowns. They should be just as 
good this season — perhaps better — because of the 
return of seven players with starting experience and 
mix-and-match possibilities. 

The safety combination of Taylor Mays and 
Kevin Ellison is the best in the country. Both have 
All-America talent. 

Cary Harris returns at one cornerback spot, and 
a cast of several is vying for the position vacated by 
Terrell Thomas. 


2. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes were first nationally in pass 
defense (150.1 yards per game) and were fourth in 


passing efficiency defense (98.73 rating). Should be 
no problems this season. Senior All-American Mal- 
colm Jenkins leads the way among the four returning 
starters. 

As to who has the better secondary — USC or 
Ohio State — that might become clearer when the 
teams meet in the L.A. Coliseum on Sept. 13. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The fabulously named Captain Munnerlyn is 
a Super cover guy, and Emanuel Cook helps bring 
definition to the term “hard-hitting safety.” True fresh- 
man Akeem Auguste is pushing senior Carlos Thomas 
in an experienced unit that allowed just 168.8 passing 
yards per game. 


4. OREGON 


There’s not a play that senior rover Patrick 
Chung can’t make. The Ducks complement his 
all-around skills with the best pair of cornerbacks in 
the league. Walter Thurmond and Jairus Byrd were 
honorable mention all-conference as sophomores in 
2007. 


5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


All-SEC free safety Derek Pegues, who had five 
interceptions last season, is the leader of a defense 
that was seventh in the nation against the pass, allow- 
ing 174.9 yards per game. The Bulldogs return three 
other starters. 


6. TENNESSEE 


This will be one of the most improved secondar- 
ies in the country, boosted by the return of athletic 
safety Demetrice Morley (academics) and cornerback 
Antonio Gaines (injury). They'll be sidekicks to sopho- 
more safety Eric Berry, who picked off five intercep- 
tions and returned them 222 yards last year. 


7. RUTGERS 


Senior safety Courtney Greene, one of the finest 
in the country, is joined by cornerback twins Jason 
and Devin McCourty in what should again be a stingy 
defense. 


8. OREGON STATE 


The Beavers suffered a lot of personnel losses, 
but the secondary is still a strength. Seniors Brandon 
Hughes and Keenan Lewis have a total of 65 starts at 
cornerback, and senior strong safety Al Afalava, who 
can deliver a hit, has started for most of the past two 
years. 


9. CINCINNATI 


Cornerback tandems don’t come much better 
than Mike Mickens and DeAngelo Smith. They inter- 
cepted 14 passes last season. 


10. ARIZONA STATE 


Dennis Erickson’s defense will continue to get 
faster and better, and safety Troy Nolan and corner- 
back Omar Bolden are a key part of the makeover. 
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Step inside the Big Top — you won't 
believe your eyes! 

It was a college football freak show 
last season, right from the opening act. 

Appalachian State over Michigan in 
the Big House? 

Navy over Notre Dame? 

Stanford over USC? 

Louisiana-Monroe over Alabama? 

On and on. 

When it was over, Notre Dame had a 
sickly three victories, Miami was bowl- 
less for the first time in a decade, the Ne- 
braska Blackshirt defense had given up 
76 points in a game ... and being ranked 


TEXA 


No. 2 in the country was a curse. 

South Florida was one of the teams 
stepping through the space-time rift in the 
college football universe. The Bulls weren't 
even born as a Division I-A (sorry, Football 
Bowl Subdivision) program until 2001. 

USF was one of several surprising 
teams that rose to No. 2 in the polls. 
Cal, Boston College, Oregon, Kansas ... 
they had their chance. It was up to them 
to lose it, and they lost it. 

No. 1 Missouri and No. 2 West Virgin- 
ia were a weekend away from playing for 
the national championship. Then came 
one more spin of the big wheel of upsets 


s TECH 


and both teams were gone. 

Was last season a fluke? 

We all want to believe in the sancti- 
ty of, say, a Florida-USC national cham- 
pionship game ... but, well, good luck 
with that. 

Even the Gators have to reload now 
and then. USC’s invincibility shield was 
punctured by 40-point underdog Stanford. 

Bottom line: Get used to it. 

“That's just the way college football 
is,” said LSU coach Les Miles, who ben- 
efited the most from the upsets, able 
to take a two-loss team to the national 
title game — and win it handily over 
Ohio State. 

“If you're not prepared, if you don’t 
have a great game plan, if your kids 
don't come ready to play quality football 
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and do it for four quarters, it’s going to 
be a dogfight. We certainly understood 
that last year. And that was not only in 
our season, but throughout the country 
you saw those games in which a signifi- 
cant underdog won. 

“That happens. That's college foot- 
ball.” 

Amen. 

Given the backdrop of last season, 
nothing seems terribly improbable any- 
more. Still, it’s hard to wrap your brain 
around some of the concepts here. 

If we say Texas Tech could play Cin- 
cinnati for the national title, you say 
we're crazy. We say, look at last season. 

This is good for weekly drama. Bad 
for preseason predictions. 

This year, it’s not as if Georgia, Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1, is any kind of a lock for 
the title game. Have you seen the Dawgs’ 
schedule? The whole SEC has the same 
problem — too many tough games. 

There’s no clear-cut favorite. Ohio 
State might run through the Big Ten, but 
the Buckeyes first have to go through 
the L.A. Coliseum and face USC, which 
has had a hard time running through its 
conference lately. 

The Big 12 is loaded, and might 
face the same feeding-on-its-own syn- 
drome as the SEC and Pac-10. Big East 
fave West Virginia has the unknown of a 
new coach. Clemson should win the ACC, 
but when is the last time Clemson won 
something it should? 

How sure can we be of a surprise? 

Consider: In each of the past 11 
years, at least two teams unranked in 
the AP preseason poll have finished in 
the national top 10, just as Missouri and 
Kansas did last season. 

Here’s betting it will another crazy 
season. 

Welcome to the Big Top, and a po- 
tential Tiger-taming opener. 

After all, defending national champ 
LSU opens at home ... against Appala- 
chian State. 


BCS 


MATCHUPS 


BCS NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The BCS “double-hosting” system 
enters its third season, with the main 
venue switching to Miami this season. 

Dolphin Stadium, with a capacity of 
75,192, is the site of the Orange Bowl 
and the national championship game 
between teams ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in 
the BCS standings. 

Here’s how Lindy’s sees it all: 


Thursday, Jan. 8 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 


Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. USC 


ROSE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 


Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 


Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: Arizona State* vs. Ohio State 


ORANGE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 


ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. West Virginia 


SUGAR BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 2 
New Orleans * Superdome 


SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Florida* vs. Missouri 


FIESTA BOWL 


Monday, Jan. 5 


Glendale, Ariz. ¢ University of Phoenix Stadium 


Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. BYU 


*(At Large) 


RULE 


CHANGES 


Call it the Bill Belichick rule. The 
NCAA in April prohibited the use of vid- 
eo or audio equipment to steal an oppos- 
ing team’s signals. Fair enough. 

Meanwhile, the NCAA Playing Rules 
Oversight Panel adopted other rule changes 
that will have an effect on the how the end 
user — that’s you — enjoys the game. 

Mostly, it has to do with more tim- 


ing tweaks. This is the third year in a 
row the NCAA rules committee has ad- 
justed the clock rules, trying to hold the 
line or reduce the length of games while 
preserving the number of plays. 


Here is how it shakes out: 


@ The clock will stop on out-of-bounds 
play ... of course. But the referee will now 
restart the clock when the ball is ready to 
play. That’s new. Exceptions come in the 
final two minutes of each half, when the 
clock will start on the snap, as it used to 
do on all out-of-bounds plays. 
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@ The 40/25-second play clock. This is 
like the NFL. When the play is blown dead, 
the offense then has 40 seconds to snap 
the ball. Previously, a team had 25 seconds 
after officials signaled the ball ready for 
play. There will still be a 25-second play 
clock after a change of possession. 


Here are more highlights of what is 
new ... you be the judge of whether 
they are improvements or not. 


@ No more 5-yard facemask penal- 
ties. Even incidental ones are now 15 
yards. Our call: Kind of harsh, but now 
the officials don’t have to make a judg- 
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ment about the severity of the infrac- 
tion. We can live with that. 


@ No more sideline wamings. A team 
that inches forward too far out ofits sideline 
box can immediately be assessed a 5-yard 
penalty without waming. Previously, offi- 
cials could hand out two wamings before a 
penalty. Our call: The value of a really good 
“get-back coach” has skyrocketed. 


@ A coach who is successful with 
his first replay challenge gets another. 
But he can’t have more than two in a 
game. Our call: There should be no limit 
on how successful a coach can be. 


WIN NOW 
OR ELSE 


Mike Stoops, Arizona — He has 
a handful of upsets but no bowl in 
four seasons. Given the sideline tan- 
trums, he’s done more whining than 
winning, and his most memorable mo- 
ment might have come off the field. In 
February, he referred to the supposed 
(and disputed) easier academic admis- 
sions to his state rival, Arizona State, 
and mentioned it as “a junior college.” 
Folks in Tempe were not amused. 

Ty Willingham, Washington — 
He is 11-25 in three seasons, fight- 
ing uphill to restore the talent level 
to Washingtonian levels. His sopho- 
more quarterback, Jake Locker, is the 
real deal ... but so is the schedule. It 
starts like this — at Oregon, vs. BYU, 
vs. Oklahoma — and includes only 
four conference home games. Get- 
ting to .500 would be an accomplish- 
ment and a job-saver. 

Greg Robinson, Syracuse — He's 
making ex-coach Paul Pasqualoni look 
like Paul “Bear” Bryant. Robinson is 
an un-spiffy 7-28 in three seasons, 
and that includes two victories over 
regional step-brother Buffalo. Robin- 
son has a nice group of running backs 
and a manageable non-conference 
schedule. What he doesn’t have is any 
goodwill left in reserve. 


ARKANSAS 


Out: Houston Nutt (fired) 


__In:BobbyPetrino 

Nutt’s 10-year tenure at Arkansas 
unraveled in more ways than one, so 
he had to go. Petrino will deliver the 
passing game that was so successful 
at Louisville. Will it work in the SEC? 


BAYLOR 
Out: Guy Morriss (fired) 
in: 

Briles rebuilt Houston, can recruit 
the state and has a spread offense that 
can keep pace in the Big 12. Baylor 
stepped up at the right time to grab a 
coach whose stock will soar if he does 
the near-impossible at Baylor. 


COLORADO STATE 
Out: Sonny Lubick (retired) 
: Steve Fair 

Would have been nice if Lubick could 
have gone out a winner, but he didn't 
have a winning record in his last four 
years, forcing a “retirement.” Fairchild is 
a former CSU quarterback and NFL offen- 
sive assistant — a nice fit. 

DUKE 

Out: Ted Roof (fired) 
__In: David Cutcliffe 


Roof was 6-45 at Duke, including 
3-33 in the ACC. Cutcliffe, the college 
coaching mentor of Peyton and Eli 
Manning, brings some instant cred to 
a program than had none. 


GEORGIA TECH 

Out: Chan Gailey (fired) 

In: Paul Johnson 

Gailey took the Jackets to a bowl 
in each of his six seasons — yeah, but 
he never beat Georgia! Johnson was 
a marvel at Navy, and it will be oh- 
so intriguing to see his option attack 
work in the ACC. It would be great for 
college football if it did. 

HAWAII 

Out: June Jones (SMU) 
—_in: Greg MicmacKin 

Can't blame Jones for taking the 
bigger bucks (and better facilities). 
Hawaii makes it fairly painless by hir- 
ing McMackin, the team’s defensive 
coordinator who will keep the run- 
and-shoot offense, although it just 
won't be the same. 

HOUSTON 


Out: Art Briles (Baylor) _ 
In: 
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COACHING 
CHANGES 


How tough is the coaching biz? There have been 43 coach- 
ing changes in major college football in the past two years 
— that’s 36 percent of the 119 teams with new bosses. Of 
course, many of the former head coaches who left involuntari- 
ly pulled down good buyouts, so, we don’t feel tooooo sorry 


for them. 


Here are this season’s new guys in new places ... or old 


guys in new places: 


Like his predecessor, Sumlin has a 
good mind for offense, having served 
under Mike Price, Dennis Erickson and, 
most recently, Bob Stoops at Oklahoma. 
He’s the first African-American head 
coach at a top-division Texas school. 


NAVY 

Out: Paul Johnson (Georgia Tech) 

In: Ken Niumatalolo 

Niumatalolo, quickly promoted from 
assistant head coach, will keep the tri- 
ple-option attack. As for the pronuncia- 
tion of his name, President Bush passed 
during an April ceremony honoring the 
team. “You call me George, I'll call you 
Ken,” he said. 


MICHIGAN 

Out: Lloyd Carr (retired) 

In: Rich Rodriguez 

This is the big one. Whether it’s be- 
cause of Rodriguez's spread offensive 
style or the coach’s personality, Michi- 
gan football might never be the same. 
High risk, high reward. 

MISSISSIPPI 


Out: Ed Orgeron (fired) 
In: Houston Nutt 


Nutt, ousted at Arkansas, gets to 
stay in the SEC West. He won't be able 
to compete right away, but he does have 
Texas transfer quarterback Jevan Snead 
to build around. » 


NEBRASKA 

Out: Bill Callahan (fired) 

In: Bo Pelini 

It was only a matter of time before 
Pelini, the defensive architect of last 
season's national champion LSU Tigers, 


landed a head coaching gig. Nebraska 
was lucky to get him the second time 
around, after bypassing him in favor of 
Callahan after the 2003 season. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Out: Joe Novak (retired) 

In: Jerry Kill 

Novak, who had 12 mostly successful 
seasons at Northern Illinois, left behind 


Lloyd Carr 


™ 
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a veteran team coming off an injury- 
plagued 2-10 season. A quick turnaround 
is possible under Kill, the former head 
coach at Southern Illinois. 


SMU 

Out: Phil Bennett (fired) 

In: June Jones 

Jones said he installed his whole 
run-and-shoot offense in the spring. 
Give it time, it will work. SMU won't be 
going 1-11 again, as it did last season. 


SOUTHERN MISS 
Out: Jeff Bower (fired) 


In: Larry Fedora 
Fedora, one of the nation’s hot of- 


fensive-minded assistant coaches, brings 
a spread offense (what else these days?) 
to staid Southern Miss. As a coordinator, 
Fedora made offense fly at Florida and 
Oklahoma State. 


TEXAS A&M 

Out: Dennis Franchione (fired) 

In: Mike Sherman 

Fran fanned in five seasons at A&M, 
going 32-28 (unacceptable) and ped- 
dling a newsletter on the side (stupid). 
Sherman, the former Green Bay Packers 
head coach, will make the Aggies less 
dependent on the run. 


UCLA 

Out: Karl Dorrell (fired) 

In: Rick Neuheisel 

Neuheisel didn’t have happy endings 
at previous head coaching stops with 
Colorado and Washington, but after an 
NFL exile, he lands his dream job. He's 
too smart to not have learned from pre- 
vious mistakes, right? 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Out: Bill Doba (fired) 

In: Paul Wulff 

The Cougs get a real Coug — the 
41-year-old Wulff who played for Wash- 
ington State and most recently was the 
head coach at Eastern Washington. He's 
young, intense, competitive ... and has 
no illusions about the challenges. 


WEST VIRGINIA 

Out: Rich Rodriguez (Michigan) 

In: Bill Stewart 

West Virginia went through its nasty 
divorce from Rodriguez, but got a nice 
honeymoon with the popular Stewart. 
That bliss, however, will not last long if 
he doesn’t produce with best-in-the-Big 
East talent. 
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To qualify here, players had to have 
missed the entire 2007 season — or at 
least enough of it to qualify for a medi- 
cal redshirt. 

It doesn’t matter the reason — inju- 
ry, grades, suspension — here is a bak- 
ers dozen of players who should have a 
major impact on their teams after being 
out of sight for a while: 

Jasper Brinkley, LB, South Carolina 
(knee). He’s a monster in the middle, 
perhaps the best at his position in the 
SEC. Steve Spurrier’s defense is loaded 
for bear after an injury-plagued 2007. 

Delone Carter, RB, Syracuse (hip). 
Is he the man who could save coach Greg 
Robinson? A former Mr. Football in Ohio, 
Carter is trying to come back after suf- 
fering a dislocated hip in the spring of 
2007. In 2006, his 713 yards made him 
SU's most productive freshman tailback 
since Joe Morris in 1978. 

C.J. Gable, RB, USC (groin). Good 
luck predicting what will become of SC’s 
standing-room-only crowd in the back- 
field. But Gable, a redshirt sophomore 
who is as healthy as he’s been at USC, 
looked great in spring and could be at 
least a co-headliner. 

Antonio Gaines and Demetrice 
Morley, DBs, Tennessee. The Vols have 
one of the SEC’s best secondaries and 
one of the deepest, thanks to the return 
of cornerback Gaines (ACL) and free 
safety Morley (academics). 

Anthony Hill, TE, N.C. State (knee). 
Missed all of last season and sat out the 
spring while recovering from an ACL in- 
jury. He’s a former second-team All-ACC 
player and an NFL prospect. 

Derek Kinder, WR, Pitt (knee). 
Former All-Big East player will help the 
Panthers’ inexperienced QBs, who will 
have more to do than just give the ball 
to stud RB LeSean McCoy. 

Albert McClellan, DE, Marshall (knee). 
He was the Defensive Player of the Year 
in Conference USA in 2006, with 11 sacks 


and 19 tackles for loss. A torn ACL last Au- 
gust delayed his encore until 2008. 

Kevin Ogletree, WR, Virginia (knee). 
The 2007 season was primed to be his 
major breakout ... and then came a torn 
ACL in the spring. He made it all the way 
back this spring, looking to build on his 
sophomore numbers — 52 catches for 
582 yards and four TDs. 

B.J. Raji, DT, Boston College (aca- 
demics). BC has some big hosses in the 
middle of the defensive line, but Raji 
could be the head hoss. Raji is a fire- 
plug 325-pounder who had 16.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006. 

Sammie Stroughter, WR, Oregon 
State (kidney). A lacerated kidney end- 
ed his 2007 season while he was already 
dealing with a bout of depression after 
losing three loved ones before last sea- 


son. The smile was back in the spring. 
So, too, should be the All-American 
skills at wideout and punt returner. 

Brian Toal, LB, Boston College 
(shoulder). All the talent in the world, 
but the senior has had trouble staying 
healthy, missing all of last season with 
a torn labrum. He has 24 career starts 
and has been a double-duty man as the 
Eagles’ short-yardage fullback. 

Artrell Woods, WR, Oklahoma State 
(spine). It's been an amazing come- 
back so far for Woods, who dislocated 
his spine in a weight room accident last 
summer. Doctors fused vertebra in emer- 
gency surgery. Big question: Would he 
be able to walk again? Now, he appears 
on pace for the season-opener and the 
question is: How many passes can he 
catch in an explosive offense? 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 


The SEC always has to be the best, 
and one of the areas in which it leads 
the country is former NFL head coaches. 

The SEC has four of them now, al- 
though their cumulative NFL record is 
an unflattering 43-66. 

“I think we all realize it was a lot 
more fun coaching in college than it was 
in the NFL,” Spurrier said. 

“Some people love everything about 


coaching 11, 12 months a year. Person- 
ally, I'm a seasons guy — there’s foot- 
ball season, there’s recruiting season, 
and there's about three months of golf/ 
travel/family season. 

“You just have more time in college. 
And you answer to the president and the 
athletic director — and you very seldom 
ever see them unless you're losing too 
much or you're breaking the rules. You 
are the boss in college. And if it doesn’t 
go well, you don't have anyone else to 
blame, that’s for sure.” 

Other SEC coaches who are NFL drop- 
outs are Arkansas’ Bobby Petrino, Alabama's 
Nick Saban and Kentucky's Rich Brooks. 

The Pac-10 has three former NFL head 


coaches — USC's Pete Carroll, Oregon State's 
Mike Riley and ASU's Dennis Erickson. 

The ACC has two — North Carolina’s 
Butch Davis and Virginia's Al Groh. 

Others: Pittsburgh’s Dave Wannst- 
edt, Texas A&M's new coach Mike Sher- 
man, and June Jones, who takes over at 
SMU after coaching Hawaii to last sea- 
son's Sugar Bowl. 

Most of college-issued bios on these 
guys gloss over their time in the NFL... 
with good reason. Of the 12, eight had 
losing records and three others (Car- 
roll, Wannstedt and Groh) were just two 
games over .500. 

Sherman is the big winner of the 
group, going 57-39 with the Green Bay 
Packers from 2000 to 2005. 

Several other college head coaches got 
their current gig because of what they had 
done most recently in the NFL, including 
Notre Dame's Charlie Weis, Boston Col- 
lege’s Jeff Jagodzinski, Fresno State’s Pat 
Hill, Mississippi State’s Sylvester Croom, 
and Minnesota's Tim Brewster. 

But it’s not always easy going back to 
school. Two NFL coaching alums flunked 
out after last season — Georgia Tech's 
Chan Gailey and Nebraska's Bill Callahan. 


TEAM OF 
THE DECADE? 


USC began the decade as an under- 
achieving program with a coach — Paul 
Hackett — directly out of Dullsville. LSU 
began the decade as an under- 
achieving program trying to wipe 
away the stench of the final two 
seasons of the Gerry DiNardo era. 

Look at these programs now. 

USC and LSU, each with a 
pair of national titles — sor- 
ry, Tigers fans, USC’s AP half 
in 2003 really does count, too 
— are battling for the title of 
best of the decade in our in- 
fant millennium. 

There are only two seasons 
left. Can we please-please-please 
get a USC-LSU championship 
game before it’s all over? Let's 
see who has more speed. Let's 


see who gets their lights punched out. 
These turnarounds wouldn't have 
happened without the right coaches. 
The Trojans, to their everlasting 
blessing, backed in to Pete Carroll in 
2001. The Tigers snagged Nick Saban in 
2000 and then Les Miles in 2005, win- 
ning titles with both alpha males. 
It’s been all blue skies and sunshine. 
Let’s go to the tale of the tape from 
the decade, keeping in mind that LSU 
has played in the tougher conference: 


USC LSU 
Overall record 81-21 82-22 
Bowl record 5-2 6-2 
BCS record 5-1 4-0 
Conference titles 6 3 
Heisman winners 3 0 


Carroll and Miles are pistols on the 
recruiting trail, essentially ensuring big 
finishes to this decade ... and beyond. 

But watch out. Other contenders 
haven't ceded anything yet. There is still 
time for some teams to snatch a title (or 
two) this decade and stake their claim as 
the 10-year best. 

@ Oklahoma: 90-17, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Ohio State: 81-20, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Georgia: 80-23, two SEC titles ... 
and a potential huge finish. 


Danny McCray 
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Photo by: Chris Graythen/Getty Images 


Yeah, it would be easy to project the 
2007 winner as being the 2008 winner, 
but what fun is that? Besides, Florida 
coach Urban Meyer likely is going to limit 
the running of Mr. Heisman, and it was 
that running that allowed quarterback 
Tim Tebow to separate from the pack last 
season. 

But we do have a soft spot for much- 
hyped sophomores from the SEC — like 
Tebow was last season. 

That’s why we're going with Geor- 
gia running back Knowshon Moreno. He 
was the impetus behind Georgia's surge 
last year, entering the starting lineup 
at midseason and igniting a seven-game 
winning streak. He was freaky good in 
breaking off five consecutive 100-yard 
games. 

Overall, it’s a heck of a year for soph- 
omores — there are five on our top 10 
Heisman watch. 

Two would typically be long shots 
by virtue of their position — receivers 
Jeremy Maclin and Michael Crabtree — 
but their potential for historic numbers 
erases that negative. 

Another sophomore, Joe McKnight, is 
certainly a reach, but if you're going to 
reach, do so for a player with vast po- 
tential at a Heisman-factory school that 
can win the national title. Hey, we just 
described Sam Bradford, too. 


Photo by: Todd Kirkland/icon SMI 


1. | Knowshon Moreno RB So. Georgia 

2. Tim Tebow QB. Jr Florida 

3. Chris Wells RB dies Ohio State 

4. Chase Daniel QB Sr ‘Missouri 

5. Percy Harvin WR Jr. Florida 

6. Sam Bradford QB So. Oklahoma 

7. Pat White QB Sr. West Virginia 

8. Jeremy Maclin WR/KR SOs Missouri 

9. Michael Crabtree WR So. - Texas Tech 
10. Joe McKnight RB So. USC 
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1. Ohio State at USC, Sept. 13. 

The college football world (non- 
Buckeye division) is united in hoping to 
see the Trojans win big, vastly decreas- 
ing Ohio State’s chances of making a 
third straight mockery of the national 
title game. 


2. Georgia at Arizona State, Sept. 20. 

Unlike last year, you won't be able to 
say Arizona State skated by because of an 
easy non-conference schedule. It’s a tight 
spot for the Bulldogs, who play at South 
Carolina a week earlier and Alabama a 
week later. 


3. Auburn at West Virginia, Oct. 23. 

The Mountaineers’ Pat White is a 
‘master of the spread option offense. Au- 
burn is going that route, too, but what 
will it look like at midseason? 


4, Illinois vs. Missouri (St. Louis), Aug. 30. 

A regional rivalry goes national. Last 
year’s game featured 864 yards and three 
non-offensive touchdowns. Should be 
as entertaining as it gets. 


5. Alabama vs. Clemson (Atlanta), Aug. 30. 

If Clemson is the power team it’s 
supposed to be, Alabama's regular- 
season losing streak will reach five 
games. If Nick Saban’s Tide is ready to 
turn a corner, this would be the time 
to show it. 


6. Michigan at Notre Dame, Sept. 13. 

You will be hard-pressed to find one 
game in which each coach so desperately 
needs to impress the fan base. 


7. Tennessee at UCLA, Sept. 1. 


It’s the Bruins’ coaching debut of 
one-time Golden Boy Rick Neuheisel. 


Inquiring minds want to know: Does 
he go with the powder blue sweater 
vest? 


8. Kansas at South Florida, Sept. 12. 

A Friday night game between two of 
2007's darlings who are back for more. 
No reason not to watch. 


9. Florida at Florida State, Nov. 29. 

The Gators make the state rounds 
this season, also playing host to Miami 
on Sept. 6. By the time the game against 
the ‘Noles rolls around, the stakes will 
be clearly defined. 


10. UCLA at BYU, Sept. 13. 

If the Cougars get past their Pac-10 
two-step (they play at Washington a 
week earlier), they could be on their 
way to BCS city. 


11. Arkansas at Texas, Sept. 13. 

The Hogs have cancelled the 2009 
return game to start a series with Texas 
A&M, which means these on-again- 
off-again traditional rivals won't meet 
again for at least another five years. 


12. Fresno State vs. all-comers. 

The Bulldogs can make their BCS 
case — or not — before the WAC sea- 
son begins. Pat Hill’s tough guys play 
at Rutgers on Sept. 1, are home (!) for 
Wisconsin on Sept. 13, and go to UCLA 
on Sept. 27. 


1. Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville), Nov. 1. 
The Cocktail Party is the gala event of the 
season with all the biggest prizes up for grabs, 
starting with the SEC East, which begets the 
SEC title game, which begets the BCS title 
game, which begets the whole enchilada. 


2. LSU at Florida, Oct. 11. 

Really, we could go about five 
deep with just SEC games to top this 
list. This one is just a little confer- 
ence tussle between the past two na- 
tional champs. 


3. Georgia at LSU, Oct. 25. 

Notice the trend here? This is the 
middle game in the Georgia-LSU-Florida 
round robin. 


4. Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas), Oct. 11. 

The Sooners don’t play Missouri in 
the regular season, so this looms as OU's 
largest game — unless it is vs. Kansas a 
week later ... or any November game ina 
slate like this: vs. Nebraska (and old pal, 
Bo Pelini), at Texas A&M, vs. Texas Tech, 
at Oklahoma State. 


5. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 22. 

Rich Rodriguez vs. Jim Tressel. We're 
all about the storylines. Any kind of a 
good football game is just a bonus. 


6. USC at UCLA, Dec. 6. 

Rick Neuheisel vs. Pete Carroll. 
We're all about the storylines. Any 
kind of a good football game is just 
a bonus. 


7. South Florida at West Virginia, Dec. 6. 

This game is appropriately on 
Championship Saturday, with (so we 
say) a BCS berth at stake. The Bulls 
are looking for a third straight win in 
the series. 


8. Ohio State at Wisconsin, Oct. 4. 

The Buckeyes don’t really have a 
Big Ten peer this season, but the Bad- 
gers are sitting on top of the second 
tier, and the game is in Madison, so, 
you never know ... 


9. Missouri vs. Kansas (Kansas City), Nov. 29. 

The Tigers wrecked the Jayhawks’ 
perfect record last season, holding on 
for a 36-28 victory in which Chase Daniel 
completed 40 of 49 passes for 361 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
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10. Auburn at Alabama, Nov. 29. 

The Tigers have won six in a row in 
the Iron Bowl. Alabama fans point out 
that only one of those losses occurred 
under Nick Saban. 


11. Ole Miss at Arkansas, Oct. 25. 

You know what we say about sto- 
rylines. In this one, Ole Miss coach 
Houston Nutt returns to Arkansas, where 
things eventually went horribly awry. 


12. Clemson at Wake Forest, Oct. 9. 

A Thursday night matchup between 
top ACC contenders. We don't expect a 
lopsided result like last season: Clemson 
44, Wake Forest 10. 


If LSU coach Les Miles wanted to 
pop off about the strength of the SEC vs. 
everybody else this season, he'd get no 
argument here. 

That the SEC deserves to be No. 
1 is something you know instinctive- 
ly, but if you’re a numbers guy, this 
works, too: The league has won three 
of the past five national champion- 
ships and, probably should have had 
a shot at another when 13-0 Auburn 
was shut out of the BCS title game 
in 2004. 

More? The SEC has won all four of 
its BCS games in the past two years by a 
combined score of 161-62. 

There will be no shift in power 
this season. 


The conference has the nation’s 
best quarterbacks, fabulous offensive 
schemes and fearless coaches. Big 12 
teams threw an average of 38.1 passes 
per game last season. That was more than 
the WAC. It was more than everybody, as 
was the average of 33.4 points a game. 

Now, it's not just Oklahoma and 
Texas waiting around for Nebraska and 
Texas A&M to find their way again. Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
State are among the risen who return 
star quarterbacks capable of outfoxing 
any defense. 


There’s Ohio State, and then 
there’s a large group of good, if not 
great, teams. Wisconsin will be fine if 
it can find a suitable replacement at 
quarterback. Illinois, with QB Juice Wil- 
liams backed by Ron Zook’s recruiting 
efforts, is back for more after a Rose 
Bowl appearance. Michigan will win big 
under Rich Rodriguez. Just maybe not 
this year. 

Anyway, it’s a deep league. Look 
for Michigan State to make a jump and 
last year’s bottom teams to not be so 
bottom-like. 


Let’s just say the league has 
added some personality in the past 
two years. 

Stanford’s Jim Harbaugh calls 
out USC and coach Pete Carroll last 
summer — and then beats him! Arizo- 
na State’s Dennis Erickson goes crazy 
on the sideline to celebrate a victory 
(see last year’s Cal game). UCLA’s Rick 
Neuheisel ... well, he kind of calls out 
USC, too, and twists the knife by hir- 
ing former Trojans offensive coordina- 
tor Norm Chow. 

First-year Washington State coach 
Paul Wulff, whose name doesn’t register 
on any of the national Q-ratings, none- 
theless provided enduring (and endearing 
to some) quotes at his opening press con- 


ference when he said this about the rival 
Washington Huskies: “This is a battle that 
we will win. We are going to find a way 
to take control of this deal and run the 
best program in the state of Washington. 
... Dogs hunt and bark, but Cougars fight 
and kill.” 

As for the football, eh ... not the 
best year ever for the league or its quar- 
terbacks. 


Miami and Florida State are stag- 
gering in the back alleys of the league. 
The conference just isn’t as sexy as it 
was supposed to be when expansion 
briefly brightened the league’s marquee. 
Instead, it’s given us a blob of mediocre 
teams and nary a national contender. 

The league was 2-6 in bowl games 
last season and lost its three biggest 
bowls for the second consecutive sea- 
son. 

Clemson should take it all this 
time around, giving the ACC its fourth 
champion in as many years, while Mi- 
ami and Florida State gear up for better 
things in 2009. 


a aCAAw 


The depth of the league contin- 
ues to improve, with only Syracuse 
still needing to pull itself up. Even 
with that depth, it’s not clear how the 
eight-team league is going to fill all its 
bowl slots, which now number seven 
with the addition of a new bowl in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


Mountain West 


Typically, the best of the rest. 
Utah, TCU, BYU each has made a big run 
in recent years. BYU is loaded and is the 
BCS-busting flavor of the month. 


8. Conference USA 


The story of the league is big- 
time coaching changes — June Jones 
at SMU and Larry Fedora at Southern 
Miss. They run offenses that will shake 
up the sleepy league and get people 
to notice. 
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Boise State and Hawaii have made 


BCS bowl appearances in the past two 
years. Is Fresno State good enough to do 
it this season? Bottom half of the league 
still is a drag, though. 


The league appears to be in an up- 
tick again, led by Central Michigan and 
quarterback Dan LeFevour. Lightweights 
Buffalo and Temple have put on a few 
pounds. 


Serves as a subdivision of the SEC, 
providing the big boys plenty of home 
dates. But sometimes, the Sun Belt 
steals one (Louisiana-Monroe over Ala- 
bama) and there's nothing minor league 
about Florida Atlantic right now. 


College football gets this more right 
than the NFL — c’mon, each team should 
at least have a possession, right? 

But just because college football is 
right doesn’t mean it can’t get more, 
uh, righter. 

It's time for college to increase the 
degree of difficulty. 

Each team’s possession should start 
at the 35-yard line, not the 25. That way, 
a team actually needs to move the ball 
to get a field goal attempt. And, hey, if 
you wanted to push the possession back 
to the 40, that would work, too. 

And one more thing ... 

Put away the stat sheets and stop 


adding to the final score. Individual 
and team stats become bloated beyond 
reason, especially when teams reach 
the third ... and fourth ... and fifth 
overtimes. 

Don’t count the numbers and just 
add a single point to the winning 
team’s score. For instance, Arkansas’ 
triple-overtime win over LSU would be 
better represented as “29-28 (3 OT),” 
rather than “50-48.” 


SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES 


@ Succession plans: 
Jimbo Fisher is waiting behind Bob- 
by Bowden at Florida State, Joker Phil- 
lips will take over for Rich Brooks at 
Kentucky, and Danny Hope will replace 
Purdue's Joe Tiller after this season. Joe 
Paterno ... the 81-year-old has no back- 
up and joked in the spring he might be 
able to coach “just another 10 years.” 


@ Spring fever: 

Some Nebraska fans spent $95 
to get tickets to the sold-out spring 
game under first-year coach Bo Pelini. 
Last year, more than 92,000 Alabama 
fans packed Bryant-Denny Stadium to 
see new coach Nick Saban’s team go 
through a glorified scrimmage. 

Florida played in front of a school- 
record 61,000 and ESPN cameras this 
spring, to the amazement of coach Ur- 
ban Meyer. “Spring games are awful,” 
he said. “I shouldn't say that word, but 
it’s not the best playing each other.” 


@ Two signs that 
you’re getting old: 
That freshman QB at Arizona State? 
He’s Jack Elway, son of John. 
The head coach of almost every ma- 
jor-conference school is a millionaire. 


@ Enrolling early: 
More high school prospects graduate 


at mid-year, enroll in college, go through 
spring ball and make an immediate im- 
pact. That is most evident this year at 
Miami, where nine freshmen signed up 
for classes in the spring ... and the Hur- 
ricanes could use the boost they should 
get from QB Jacory Harris, WR Aldarius 
Johnson, LB Arthur Brown, LB Sean 
Spence, DT Marcus Forston, and others. 


GET 
COORDINATED 


Some of the most significant coach- 
ing moves had nothing to do with the 
guy who has the biggest office. Here 
are five coordinator changes that could 
impact this season as much as any oth- 
er transaction: 


_ @ Will Muschamp, defensive co- 
ordinator, from Auburn to Texas. 


The soon-to-be head coach — he'll 
be 37 this season — takes over play- 
calling duties, allowing Duane Akina to 
concentrate on what he does as well as 
anyone, coach defensive backs. 


@® Norm Chow, offensive coordi- 
nator, from the Tennessee Titans to 
UCLA. 


Does any team have a better pair of 
coordinators than Chow and defensive 
guru DeWayne Walker? Nope. 


@ Jon Tenuta, defensive coordina- 
tor, from Georgia Tech to Notre Dame. 


Charlie Weis could barely score against 
Tech when Tenuta was there. Heaven 
knows, the Irish need help on defense. 


@ Tony Franklin, offensive coor- 
dinator, from Troy to Auburn. 


Yet another no-huddle, spread of- 
fense guru. It worked fine when he put 
some of it in before the bowl win over 
Clemson. 


@ Jim McElwain, offensive coordi- 
nator, from Fresno State to Alabama. 


Quicker, higher-percentage passing 
was the thing everyone took away from 
Alabama’s spring game. 
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BETTOR BEWARE 


NO HOLDING 


DON’T GET CAUGHT HOLDING 
ILLEGAL BETS. 


Please be aware that betting with offshore or foreign bookmaking 
enterprises via the internet or telephone violate U.S. federal and 
state laws. Companies that engage in the business of online or tele- 
phone sportsbooks and casino-type gambling activities also violate 
U.S. federal and state laws. 


A public service announcement from Lindy’s Sports 


SCOPING™NATION 


SNEAK 
PEEK 


Here is our annual look to the NFL Draft, a full year in 
advance. This list, from our pals at NFLdraftscout.com, 
consists of only seniors. Of course, many juniors will 
be high picks, too — and don’t forget about third-year 
sophomores such as Missouri’s Jeremy Maclin and Texas 
Tech’s Michael Crabtree — but we don’t want to get too 


far ahead of ourselves. 


g 
1. James Laurinaitis LB Ohio State 8 
2. Duke Robinson 0G Oklahoma 8 
3. Rey Maualuga ILB Southern Cal 2 
4. Malcolm Jenkins CB Ohio State 3 
5. Tyson Jackson DE LSU a 
6. Sean Lee* OLB Penn State 
7. Michael Oher OT Mississippi 
8. Fili Moala DT Southern Cal Sa aay 
James Laurinaitis 

9. Curtis Painter QB Purdue 

10. Brian Cushing OLB Southern Cal 31. Herman Johnson 0G LSU 

11. Max Unger OT Oregon 32. Alex Mack C California 

12. Jeremy Perry 0G Oregon State 33. Nic Harris FS Oklahoma 

13. Michael Johnson DE Georgia Tech 34. Phil Loadholt OT Oklahoma 

14. William Moore FS Missouri 35. Pat White WR West Virginia 

15. Demetrius Byrd WR LSU 36 Javon Ringer RB Michigan State 

16. Travis Beckum TE Wisconsin 37. Greg Carr WR Florida State 

17. James Davis RB Clemson 38. Tim Jamison OLB Michigan 

18. Mike Mickens CB Cincinnati 39. Kraig Urbik 0G Wisconsin 

19. Darry Beckwith ILB LSU 40. Mitch King DE lowa 

20. Terrance Taylor DT Michigan 41. Alphonso Smith CB Wake Forest 

21. Brian Orakpo DE Texas 42. Jonathan Luigs Cc Arkansas 

22. Hunter Cantwell QB Louisville 43. Vance Walker DT Georgia Tech 

23. Jeff Owens DT Georgia 44. Mike Thomas WR Arizona 

24. Brian Robiskie WR Ohio State 45. Michael Hamlin SS Clemson 

25. Arian Foster RB Tennessee 46. Anthony Heygood OLB Purdue 

26. Alex Boone OT Ohio State 47. Marcus Freeman OLB Ohio State 

27. Aaron Kelly WR Clemson 48. Darius Hill TE Ball State 

28. Victor Harris CB Virginia Tech 49. Kevin Ellison Ss Southern Cal 

29. Ryan Purvis TE Boston College 50. Derek Pegues FS Mississippi State 

30. Antwain Robinson DE Arkansas *Suffered knee injury in spring; will miss 2008 season. 
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Emily comes from 


Kingwood, Texas, but there 
are no divided loyalties for this 
Oklahoma cheerleader. A market- 
ing major, she has been cheering 
since the seventh grade. She 
enjoys church, golf and is on the 
Dean’s List. 


Laura, an Arkansas pom squad 
member, brings a smile and a lot of 
energy to support her Razorbacks. 
A nursing major, she is active in her 


church and plays tennis. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


TYING THE KNOT 


MADE FOR PRIME TIME 


MORE THAN A PRETTY FACE 


DUSTING ‘EM OFF 


LIVING HER FANTASY 
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A NEW GENERATION OF WRANGLER 
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at Penn State 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 

al Minnesota 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Ohio State 


FRESNO STATE 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Navy 
MORGAN STATE 
at West Virginia 
at Cincinnati 
CONNECTICUT 
at 

SYRACUSE 

al South Florida 
ARMY 
LOUISVILLE 
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at California 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
NOTRE DANE 

at Indiana 

{OWA 

at Northwestern 
OHIO STATE 

al Michigan 
WISCONSIN 
PURDUE 

at Penn State 
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al UCF 
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at Florida Intemational 
at NC State 
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WAKE FOREST 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Connecticut 
OKLAHOMA 

IOWA STATE 

at Oklahoma State 

at Nebraska 
MISSOURI 

at Texas 

TEXAS A&M 

at Texas Tech 


vs, Colorado State (Denver) 
EASTERN WASHINGTON 
WEST VIRGINIA 


ws. Florida State (Jacksonvile} 


at Texas A&M 
TEXAS TECH 
at Oxiahoma State 


v5. Washington Stale (Seattle) 
HOUSTON 
MISSOURI STATE 
TROY 

TEXAS A&M 

at Missouri 
BAYLOR 

at Texas 

JOWA STATE 

at Texas Tech 

at Colorado 
OKLAHOMA 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN Oct. 16 at TCU 
at Cavcinnati UNLY 
TEMPLE r at Colorado State 
at Northern Mlinois A SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Bowling Green at Air Force 
KENT STATE i at Utah 
at Buttalo 
BALL STATE J 
at Toledo . vs, Colorado (Denver) 
OHIO SACRAMENTO STATE 
HOUSTON 
CINCINNATI ug. at Minnesota ee 
at Kent Stale .6 at Westem Michigan TCU 
BOWLING GREEN . INDIANA STATE al Utah 
at Easter Michigan at Easter Michigan at San Diego State 
at Tennessee 5 BYU 
MIAMI (OH) at Al Force 
TOLEDO , NEW MEXICO 
BOWLING GREEN at Wyoming 
at Ball State : 
, CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Ree NORTHEASTERN at Kent State =a 


NAVY 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC TES TULSA at hison cay TEXAS A&M 
at UTEP at Florida Atantc site ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS at Tennessee KENT at Tulsa 
RICE pce ALABAMA STATE ue aLSIATE al Wyoming 27 atNew Mexico State 
at Colorado L277 at South Carona A Se WYOMING 

at Marshall ‘ at Westem Kentucky CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
ree erpahad NICHOLLS STATE bral EASTERN MICHIGAN at Northwestem ait 
OKLAHOMA STATE ARKANSAS STATE MARS Pye as ep estas 
at Texas Tech at UAB at Souhem Mss + pea an , rate 
BAYLOR See at Tulane WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Kansas SOUTHERN 1 EAST CAROLINA 
TEXAS ABM ell at UCF 
a MINNESOTA 
ARKANSAS STATE Wane SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 31 Bose Sine 
at New Mexico SOUTH FLORIDA ; at Wyoming 
MIAMI SMU at Boston Colege EASTERN MICHIGAN 
ARMY : at UTEP yt 
at Osdahoma State nemphis SMU 


7 MIAMI (OH) 
KANSAS STATE at Vancerbit at Miami a okt RE 
TEXAS TECH 
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at Tulsa " KENT STATE 
at lowa State NORTH TEXAS EAST CAROLINA 


at Tusa 
SOUTHERN MISS 
SOUTHERN MISS By cal laehal 


at Tulane Nov. at Memphis 


COLORADO 
OKLAHOMA 
at Baylor 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Miami (Oh) 
at Central Michigan 
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atUTEP O#I0 
ARMY UAB / at Navy 


MARSHALL 12 atKentState 
HOUSTON .22 EASTERN MICHIGAN 


at Texas 
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EASTERN WASHINGTON 


at Texas A&M 

at Kansas 

TEXAS 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Oklahoma 
BAYLOR 


C-USA 


at Buffalo 


TEXAS 
LOUISANALAFAYETTE Set 20_NEWMENICO STATE 
at Southem Miss 
TULANE 
at Tulsa 
RICE 
at Louisiana-Lafayette 
SMU 
at Houston 
at East Carolina 
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at Missouri 
at Central Michigan 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 


AKRON 


al Arizona 

at Eastem Michigan 
FRESNO STATE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
BALL STATE 

at Michigan 

at Northem Illinois 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Akron 

at Westem Michigan 
MIAMI! (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Colorado State 
BYU 

WYOMING 

at UNLV 

at Utah 

AIR FORCE 


UTAH STATE 
al Utah 


HEE#E 


at Arizona State 
at Nebraska OWA STATE 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS NEVADA 
at Toledo 
at Indana Kaho On.4 at Colorado State 
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BALL STATE i 


TCU 
Besson Se .8  NEWMEXICO 
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vs. Virginia Tech (Chariote) 
WEST VIRGINIA 

at Tulane 

at North Carolina State 
HOUSTON 

at Virginia 

MEMPHIS 


Aug 20 TEMPLE 

alles NEW HAMPSHIRE 

at Tane 

at UCF at Texas A&M 

TULSA at Tulane 

hep EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Buflalo 
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at UCF 
MARSHALL 

at Southern Miss 
at UAB 

UTEP 


SOUTHERN 

at Oddehoma State 
AIR FORCE 

at Colorado State 
at East Carolina 
UAB 

at SMU 

at Marshall 
TULANE 

TULSA 

UTEP. 

at Rice 


ILLINOIS STATE 
at Wisconsin 
MEMPHIS 

at Southem Miss 
at West Virginia 
CINCINNATI 

at UAB 
HOUSTON 

at East Carolina 
UCF 
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at Navy 
MEMPHIS LOUISIANA TECH 


at UTE? AIR FORCE 
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at Rutgers 
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at Alabama 
EAST CAROLINA 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
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vs. Army (Philadelphia, PA) 


NEW NEXICO SAN DIEGO STATE 
UCA 

RICE 

at SMU 

UTEP 

UCF 

at Arkansas 

at Houston 

TULANE 5 

at Marshall J. vs. Navy (Baltimore, MD) 
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INDIANA STATE 

2t Michigan State 
TOLEDO 

at Maryland 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


vs, BC (Cleveland Ohio) 


at lowa State 
DELAWARE STATE 
at Louisiana-Lafayetie 
at Ball State 

AKRON 

OHIO 

at Miami (OH) 

at Bowling Green 
TEMPLE 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
vs. llinois (Detroit) 
TOLEDO 

at Bal Sate 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
at Wyoming 

at Houston 

UTAH 

NAVY 

at San Diego State 
at UNLV 

NEW MEXICO 


at Amy 
COLORADO STATE 
BYU 

a TCU 


NORTHERN IOWA 
at Washington 
UCLA 

WYOMING 

at Utah State 

NEW MEXICO 


WYOMING 
at San Diego State 


at Michigan 
UNLV 

at Utah State 

at Air Force 
WEBER STATE 
OREGON STATE 


at Wyoming 
COLORADO STATE 
at New Mexico 

TCU 

at San Diego State 
BYU 


OHIO 

AIR FORCE 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
at BYU 

BOWLING GREEN 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Tennessee 

at UNLV 
COLORADO STATE 
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IDAHO 

TOLEDO 

at New Mexico 

at UCLA 
WASHINGTON 

at Stanford 
CALIFORNIA 

USC 

at Washington State 
at Oregon 
OREGON STATE 
ARIZONA STATE 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
STANFORD 

UNLY 

GEORGIA 

at California 

at USC 

OREGON 

at Oregon State 

at Washington 
WASHINGTON STATE 
UCLA 

at Arizona 


MICHIGAN STATE 
at Washington State 
at Maryiand 
COLORADO STATE 
ARIZONA STATE 
at Arizona 

UCLA 

OREGON 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
STANFORD 
WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON 
UTAH STATE 
at Purdue 
BOISE STATE 
ai Washington State 
at USC 

UCLA 

at Arizona State 
at California 
STANFORD 
ARIZONA 

at Oregon State 


at Stanford 

at Penn State 
HAWAII 

USC 

at Utah 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Washington 
ARIZONA STATE 
at UCLA 
CALIFORNIA 

at Arizona 
OREGON 


OREGON STATE 

at Arizona State 

at TCU 

SAN JOSE STATE 

at Washington 

at Notre Dame 
ARIZONA 

at UCLA 
WASHINGTON STATE 


TENNESSEE 

at BYU 
ARIZONA 
FRESNO STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Oregon 
STANFORD 

at California 
OREGON STATE 
at Washington 

at Arizona State 
USC 


at Virginia 
OHIO STATE 
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at Oregon State 
OREGON 
ARIZONA STATE 
at Wastington State 
at Arizona 
WASHINGTON 
CALIFORNIA 

at Stanford 

NOTRE DAME 

at UCLA 


at Oregon 
BYU 


OKLAHOMA 
STANFORD 

at Anzona 
OREGON STATE 
NOTRE DAME 


at Washington State 
at California 


vs. Oxtahoma State(Seattie) 
CALIFORNIA 

at Baylor 
PORTLAND STATE 
OREGON 

at UCLA 

at Oregon State 
USC 

at Stanford 
ARIZONA 

at Arizona State 
WASHINGTON 

at Hawaii 


ys, Clemson (Atlanta) 
TULANE 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Arkansas 

at Georgia 
KENTUCKY 

OLE MISS 

at Tennessee 
ARKANSAS STATE 
al LSU 

OLE MISS 

AUBURN 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
UL MONROE (Little Rock) 
at Texas 

ALABAMA 
FLORIDA 

at Audum 

at Kentucky 

OLE MISS 

TULSA 

at South Carolina 

at Mississippi Stale 
LSU (Little Rock) 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 
SOUTHERN MISS 

at Mississippi Stale 
LSU 

TENNESSEE 

at Vanderbilt 
ARKANSAS 

at West Virginia 

at Ole Miss 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
GEORGIA 


vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 
at Vanderbilt 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

THE CITADEL 

at Florida State 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at South Carolina 

at Arizona Stale 


ALABAMA 
TENNESSEE 
VANDERBILT 

at LSU 

vs. Florida (Jacksonvilie) 
al Kentucky 

at Aubum 

GEORGIA TECH 


at Louisville 
NORFOLK STATE 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Alabama 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
ARKANSAS 

at Florida 

at Mississippi State. 
GEORGIA 
VANDERBILT 

at Tennessee. 


APPALACHIAN STATE 
TROY 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Aubum 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at Fonda 

at South Carolina 
GEORGIA 

TULANE 

ALABAMA 

OLE MISS 

Arkansas (Little Rock) 


MEMPHIS 

at Wake Forest 
SAMFORD 
VANDERBILT 

at Florida 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
at Alabama 

at Arkansas 
AUBURN 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at LSU 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 


at Louisiana Tech 
SE LOUISIANA 
AUBURN 

at Georgia Tech 
at LSU 
VANDERBILT 

at Tennessee 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
KENTUCKY 

at Alabama 
ARKANSAS 

at Ole Miss 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
at Vanderbilt 
GEORGIA 
WOFFORD 
UAB 

at Ole Miss, 
at Kentucky 
LSU 
TENNESSEE 
ARKANSAS 
at Florida 

at Clemson 


at UCLA 

UAB 

FLORIDA 

at Aubum 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Georgia 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
ALABAMA 

at South Carolina 
WYOMING 

at Vanderbet 
KENTUCKY 


at Miami (Oh) 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
RICE 

at Olg Miss 
AUBURN 

at Mississippi State 
al Georgia 

DUKE 

FLORIDA 


at Kentucky 
TENNESSEE 


at Wake Forest 


al Texas ABM 

TEXAS SOUTHERN 
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
‘at Memphis, 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Louisiana-Latayetie 
at Alabama 

at Florida international 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at North Texas 


at Middle Tennessee 
TROY 

at Westem Kentucky 

at Louisiana-Moneoe 
NOATH TEXAS 
LOUISIANA LAFAYETTE 
at Arkansas State 

Florida Intemational 


at Kansas 

at lowa 

SOUTH FLORIDA 

at Toledo 

at North Texas 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at Troy 

at Lovisana-Lafayette 
ARKANSAS STATE 
LOUISIANA MONROE 
at Florida Atlantic 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 


at Southem Miss 

al lilinows 

KENT STATE 

al Kansas State 

at Louisiana-Monroe 
at North Texas 
ARKANSAS STATE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
UTEP 

at Florida Atlantic 

at Troy 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


at Auburn 

Axansas (Lite Rock) 
ALABAMA A&M 

at Tulane 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Arkansas State 
NORTH TEXAS 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
TROY 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Ole Miss 

at Fonda Intemational 


TROY 

MARYLAND 

at Kentucky 

at Arkansas Stale 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
al Florida International 


at Louisville 

at Mississippi State 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Western Kentucky 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Louisiana-Lafayetie 


at Kansas State 

TULSA 

atLSU 

at Rice 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Louisiana-Monroe 
TROY 

at Westem Kentucky 

at Florida Allantic 

al Middle Tennessee 
ARKANSAS STATE 


ai Middle Tennessee 

at LSU 

ALCORN STATE 

at Ohio State 

at Oklahoma State 

at Florida Atlantic 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
at North Texas 

at Louisiana-Monroe 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
ARKANSAS STATE 


IDAHO STATE 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Oregon 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Southem Miss 
HAWAII 

at San Jose State 
at New Mexico State 
UTAH STATE 

at idaho 

at Nevada 
FRESNO STATE 


at Rutgers 
WISCONSIN 

at Toledo 
atUCLA 

HAWAII 

IDAHO 

at Utah State 

at Louisiana Tech 
NEVADA 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
at San Jose State 
at Boise State 


at Florida 

WEBER STATE 

at Oregon State 
SAN JOSE STATE 
al Fresno State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Boise State 
NEVADA 

at Utah State 

at New Mexico State 
IDAHO. 
WASHINGTON STATE 
CINCINNATI 
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at Arizona 

IDAHO STATE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Ulah State 

at San Diego State 
NEVADA 

at Fresno State 

at Louisiana Tech 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
SAN JOSE STATE 
BOISE STATE 

at Hawaii 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at Kansas 

SE LOUISIANA 

at Boise State 

at Hawes 

IDAHO 

at Amy 

FRESNO STATE 

at San Jose State 
UTAH STATE 

ai New Mexico State 
NEVADA 


GRAMBLING STATE 
TEXAS TECH 

at Missouri 

at UNLV 

at Idaho 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
UTAH STATE 

at Hawaii 

at Fresno State 

SAN JOSE STATE 
BOISE STATE 

at Louisiana Tech 


NICHOLLS STATE 
at Nebraska 

at UTEP 

NEW MEXICO. 

at Nevada 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Idaho 

BOISE STATE 
HAWAIL 

at Fresno State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Utah State 


UC DAVIS 

at Nebraska 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Stanford 

at Hawaii 

UTAH STATE 

at New Mexico State 
BOISE STATE 

at Idaho 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Nevada 
FRESNO STATE 


atUNLV 

at Oregon 

UTAH 

IDAHO 

BYU 

at San Jose State 
at Nevada 
FRESNO STATE 
HAWAII 

al Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
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just because of the way he was dressed. 
ing a bomber pilot cap with ear flaps, 
security company shirt, sunglasses, shorts 
id blue tube socks, Abel yelled into a 
egaphone as he cheered on the Lambuth 


neg, 
University men’s basketball team last year 
gainst arch rival Union University. 
Wallace, the wife of then Lambuth 
ead football coach Vic Wallace, asked, 
‘Who is that?” 
Wallace answered, “He's the smartest 
/player on the football team.” 
Senior wide receiver, Abel is the only 
nbuth football player to receive the 
Scholarship, the school’s highest 
mic scholarship worth more than 
100,000 over four years. 
e earned the scholarship after a stellar 
demic career at Collierville (Tenn.) High 
school where he made 33 out of a perfect 
‘On the ACT, 1400 out of 1600 on the 
‘and graduated in the top 10 percent of 
Class. A psychology major at Lambuth, 
bel has a 3.86 GPA. 
Combining brains, brawn (a 330-pound 
jefich press) and spiritual leadership, Abel 
“setting a standard” said Wallace, now 
m athletic department administrator at 
ambuth, an NAIA Division 1 college in 
kson, Tenn. 
“Ss an excellent competitor. That’s 
at makes him good. He's got such a 


BY BILL SORRELL 


strong character and a great work ethic. If 
you have a little bit of character and work 
ethic, you don’t impact (people). If you 
have an exceptional amount of those, you 
become an impacting force for every- 
body. A coach is always looking for a pace 
setter, an example,” said Wallace, 

Last season Abel (5-11, 195) averaged 13.8 
yards per catch, among the best on the team 
that competes in the Mid-South Conference. 
He's been academic all-conference twice. 

“He can play any of the skilled positions on 
offense,” said Hugh Freeze, hired in January 
as new head football coach. “You can build 
a team around him. He brings leadership. 
The guy is so solid in everything he does, 
whether spiritually, academically or socially. 
He is a sound, disciplined young man.” 

At the small United Methodist school, 
Abel has a big-time faith. 

He cut his spiritual teeth by observing his 
grandmother, Mary Jean Bray. One of his 
role models, she died on Dec. 26, 1997. Her 
death came when Abel, then 10, had accom- 
panied her on a trip to see relatives in 
Virginia. He flew home alone. 

“She was always there when I needed her. 
She was always very loving and caring. She 
held our family together with a strength 
and will power that is still amazing to me,” 
said Abel, 21. 

After an inspirational church camp when 
he was in the eighth grade, Abel got closer 
to Christ. 

“Beforehand I was always searching for 
something to bring more fulfillment to my 
life and make me happy. I never found 
anything.” 

His relationship with Christ provides peace 
of mind and grace. “I need a lot of that 
(grace),” he laughed. “No matter what I'm 
going through, I know that things will 
work out as they should.” 

Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we 
do not see,” is his north star verse. He told 
his youth group faith is a topic “I love talk- 
ing about. It gives me an opportunity to 
build relationships with people.” 

In January 2008, Abel was licensed to 
preach at First Baptist Church, 


youth for almost two years. 
preached the church's revival. 

“Every time I've heard him spe 
done a great job. He preaches he 
messages with a very intellectual 
gives it his best effort,” said Justin Sea 
who is also youth minister at First Baptist, : 
Whiteville, and was a wide receiver ai 
Rhodes College in Memphis. Sealand a 
averaged 13.8 yards per catch. Both hold” 
the ball for PAT conversions. ’ 

“T knew right off the bat that he is some= 
one who is trustworthy and accountable,’ 
said Sealand, who graduates in May and 
past president of the Fellowship of C 
Athletes at Rhodes. “I knew we had a com 
mon bond. He has an affable personality.” 

Abel's youth ministry job has motiva 
him to be more accountable for his acti 
he said. “When you want someone to gr 
spiritually, you want to be spiritue 
strong yourself.” 

Former Lambuth teammate Morgan Cruce, 
youth minister at a Baptist church in Jacks 
said that Abel “doesn’t hide” his faith. 

Abel is a member of Lambuth’s FCA lead= 
ership team and speaks at the camp 
worship service “Driven.” 

His drive comes from Christ's example. 

“No matter what obstacles, He overcam 
them. His life was never easy. He ne 
made any excuses. His focus was always 0 
the cross.” : 

Inspired by his father Shawn Abel, a foi 
ball coach at Collierville High, and 
mother, Laura Bray, Abel's focus is to s! 
others that through hard work and per 
verance “you can accomplish great things 

He was voted a lifetime captain by hig 
school teammates. Respect continues. 

“On campus, he's respected,” said semi 
offensive lineman Josh Omura. “Whene 
you're in a trying situation, Jonathan alwa 
stays level-headed. He tries to keep things 
perspective. He relies on his faith and th 
reminds us to keep our faith and trust 
God. Sometimes he goes straight to senipt 
to tell us that there are situations where 
Lord tests our faith. I feel comfortable ta 
ing to him about any problem I have, a 
thing that is weighing on my mind.” 

Said sophomore linebacker Vince 
Mazzurco, “Every thing he does is for 
Lord and others. He is not selfish. He 
puts anybody down.” 

Abel wants to lift Christ up. 

“T should hope by my actions, the way I 
carry myself everyday and by the 
treat people that they see Christ 
life,” he said. “I want to show Chris 
‘many, people as T.can.” = 


Tenn., 


By Mike Farrell 
Rivals.com 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-4, OL-3, DL-8, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-5, ST-1 

Nick Saban’s first season in Tuscaloosa had its share of ups and downs, but 
Crimson Tide fans were all smiles after he brought in the nation’s top recruiting class. 
This clearly is the top haul for Alabama in recent memory, with exceptional quality 
and plenty of depth. There are 22 four- or five-star prospects in this class, and Saban 
did it by locking up the state's top prospects and dipping into Tennessee, Florida and 
Georgia. 

The battle over five-star wide receiver Julio Jones was one of the nation’s most 
publicized, with Alabama winning in the end. Jones was the top player in Alabama 
and the No. 4 overall prospect in the nation. Athlete Burton Scott is another dynamic 
playmaker who can excel at several positions. Though there are plenty of athletes 
and skill-position players in this class, there’s just as much quality in the trenches. 
Five-star offensive lineman Tyler Love is a load at 6-7 and 285 pounds, and he 
chose to stay close to home. He has as much potential as nearly anyone in this class. 

Defensive line clearly was a priority for the Tide, and they brought in eight 
prospects. It's tough to find a position where Alabama wasn't successful. Linebacker 
Jerrell Harris has good speed and could be one to watch for early playing time. In 


all, Alabama brought in the top five prospects in the state, as well as 16 of the top 24. 


rail Notre Dame 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3 

The 2007 season was one many Notre Dame fans wish they could forget, but 
Charlie Weis still managed to put together another stellar recruiting class. As usual, 
the Irish implemented a national recruiting strategy. They received commitments from 
prospects in 18 states and had a nice balance of offensive and defensive talent. 

Quarterback Dayne Crist, a 6-5, 228-pounder from California, is perhaps the 
most-heralded Irish signee in this class. He has the ability to elude the pass rush and 
the arm strength to make all the difficult throws, He was the No. 2 pro-style quarter- 
back in this class. Wide receiver Michael Floyd is a big target and could be an early 
impact player. Tight end Kyle Rudolph should become another receiving favorite. 
Keep an eye on running back Jonas Gray, a 5-10, 213-pound bruiser. Offensive 
lineman Trevor Robinson is a load at 6-6, 304 pounds, and has the potential to be 
an anchor at a crucial position. 

This class has a good balance, but defensive line and linebacker look especially 
good. The Irish signed four talented linebackers who should help out early in their 
college careers, They also managed to pick up three solid defensive tackles, most 
notably 6-4, 284-pound Sean Cwynar from Illinois. Defensive end Ethan Johnson 


has a college-ready build and the explosiveness to develop into a dominant player. 


Fiocrida 


RB-1, WR-4, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

This wasn't a huge class in terms of quantity, but no one can doubt the quality. 
Florida finished with 22 signees, including four five-star prospects. Urban Meyer 
followed last year’s exceptional class with more of the same. Ten of the prospects in 
this class are from the Sunshine State, with pairs of prospects from Alabama, Georgia 
and Texas. 

Athlete Will Hill has about as much potential as any incoming freshman in 
the country. Hill, a 6-3, 203-pounder from New Jersey, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 
seconds and could help at a number of positions. Wide receiver Carl Moore also has 
a lot of upside. He arrives from a California junior college and may be more college- 
ready than many other prospects. Meyer was fortunate to land five-star offensive 
lineman Matt Patchan, who ignored family ties to Miami in favor of the Gators. Just in 
terms of physical ability, defensive tackle Omar Hunter is as impressive as anyone. 
Hunter, a 6-1, 295-pounder, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.7 seconds and bench-presses 
425 pounds. 

The Gators didn't have as many pressing needs as some other schools, so 
they had the luxury of being fairly selective. They didn’t sign a quarterback, opting 
instead to go for four receivers. The quality of those receivers — Moore, T.J. 
Lawrence, Omarius Hines and Frankie Hammond Jr. — is exceptional. And 
keep an eye on Pennsylvania linebacker Brendan Beal. He has a solid build and 
great speed for his size. 
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(LOREEN Ohio State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-3, ST-1 

The early months of 2008 caused Buckeye fans to experience a big emotional 
shift. Ohio State fell in the national championship game for the second consecutive 
season, but the Buckeyes signed the nation’s top prospect ... eventually. 

With quarterback Terrelle Pryor in the fold, Jim Tressel has a phenomenal 
prospect around whom to build his offense. Pryor, a 6-6, 235-pound Pennsylvania 
native, has a great arm and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds. The Vince Young 
comparisons are unavoidable, and many believe Pryor stacks up favorably with some 
of the better quarterbacks to enter the college ranks in recent years. 

Pryor will be getting some help in this class. Five-star wide receiver DeVier 
Posey is a playmaker, and offensive linemen Mike Adams and Michael Brewster 
are about as good an incoming duo as you'll find in the trenches. Adams is 6-7, 308 
pounds and was the No. 3 prospect in the nation; Brewster is 6-6, 305 pounds and 
was No. 12 overall. Defensive tackle Garrett Goebel has a lot of toughness and 
picked the Buckeyes over an assortment of top programs. He had eight sacks and 16 
tackles for loss as a senior in Illinois. One more to watch is athlete Lamaar Thomas 
of Maryland, who reminds some of Ted Ginn Jr. 

Of the Buckeyes’ 20 signees, nine are from Ohio, four from Florida and two from 
Pennsylvania. This class is as heavy with star power as just about any other in the 
country and likely would be ranked higher if more had been signed. Aside from elite 
athletes Pryor, Thomas and Posey, the strength of this class is on the offensive line. 


J 


QB-3, RB-1, WR-6, OL-2, DL-4, LB-6, DB-6, ATH-4, ST-1 

Randy Shannon certainly made a splash with his first full recruiting season at 
Miami. The Hurricanes followed their final season in the Orange Bowl with an eye- 
popping 33 signees from across the country. Of the 33, 23 are from Florida and 12 
from the city of Miami. Throughout the recruiting process, there was a lot of specula- 
tion as to how many of the commitments the ‘Canes would be able to hold on to. As it 
turns out, they did just fine. 

This class is headlined by two elite defenders. Linebacker Arthur Brown, from 
Wichita, Kan., was the No. 2 outside linebacker in the nation. The 6-1, 210-pounder 
has excellent speed and is as athletic a linebacker as you'll find. Defensive tackle 
Marcus Forston was a huge pickup for Shannon. The Miami native is a physical 
specimen and was the No. 7 overall prospect in the country. He is the most athletic 
defensive tackle to enter college this year and has the ability to stuff the run. Miami 
also did well with defensive backs, landing such headliners as Ramon Buchanan, 
Brandon Harris, C.J. Holton and Vaughn Telemaque. All but Telemaque are 
from Florida and all have good athletic ability and a wealth of untapped talent. 

This class amounted to a statement by Shannon. He recruited more in-city 
prospects than any year since 2002, giving the class a clear foundation and connec- 
tion to the program. The ’Canes are bringing in six receivers, six linebackers and six 
defensive backs in this class, and that’s a good indicator of what they needed most. 
It will be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks have an impact. Jacory 
Harris probably has the most potential of the trio. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-1 

Bob Stoops has been remarkably consistent since he arrived at Oklahoma, 
and that on-field success has translated into excellent results on the recruiting trail. 
Oklahoma's class features 21 prospects, and 15 were four- or five-star prospects. 
The class is divided pretty evenly between Texans and non-Texans, and the Sooners 
fared extremely well in the Lone Star State. 

The top three commitments for OU are Texans. Running back Jermie Calhoun, 
offensive lineman Stephen Good and defensive end R.J. Washington were five- 
star prospects. At 6-0, 210 pounds, Calhoun was the No. 2 running back and No. 19 
overall prospect in the country. He rushed for 1,910 yards and 30 touchdowns as a 
senior at Van High School. At offensive tackle, Good is a mammoth of a man at 6-6, 
300 pounds. He has good agility, but his strength is undoubtedly his best asset — he 
bench-presses 475 pounds and squats 600. Washington is an athletic, fast rush end 
whose athleticism will give him the opportunity to earn a spot early. 

In all, Oklahoma put together a balanced class. The Sooners didn’t need to have 
a huge year at any particular position, so they divided their resources well and picked off 
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some of the top talent in the region. While the class was heavy on 
Texas talent, as usual, the Sooners successfully reached into Georgia and New Jersey. 


CHEE 


RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-4, ST-1 

Another year, more success. Coach Mark Richt and his staff seem to secure 
top-10 classes every year. There are 24 signees in this class and, as expected, the 
‘Dawgs found success all over the South. Georgia is a talent-rich state annually, and 
16 signees are in-state recruits. In all, Georgia kept 11 of the top 20 prospects in the 
Peach State at home. 

The two best prospects in this class are tremendous athletes and should help 
keep the Bulldogs at the top of the Southeastern Conference race. Wide receiver 
A.J. Green was the No. 9 prospect nationally and the No. 2 receiver. He caught 137 
passes over the past two seasons and has a knack for finding the end zone. Athlete 
Richard Samuel, an in-state recruit, was ranked the No. 2 athlete in the country. 

At 6-0, 197 pounds, Samuel has a solid build and the speed to change a game. He 
displayed great ability on both sides of the ball as a senior. And there's not just skill- 
position talent in this class: Offensive linemen A.J. Harmon and Cordy Glenn could 
help early, and defensive tackle DeAngelo Tyson helps make up for not getting Omar 
Hunter (Florida signee). 

Safety Makiri Pugh ensures the 'Dawgs' pipeline to Charlotte (N.C.) Inde- 
pendence will continue, and Richt has done a good job building pipelines in various 
southern states. In fact, Georgia didn’t leave the region for anybody in this class. 


‘=¥ Southern California 


RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-1 

By this point, it should be a given that USC is going to be at or near the top of the 
national recruiting rankings as long as Pete Carroll is coaching the Trojans. No. 8 actu- 
ally may be a little below average for the Trojans, but one can make the case that this 
class has more quality than any other class in the country. USC has just 19 signees, 
but 15 are four-star prospects or higher. 

The real strength of this class is along the offensive and defensive lines, and 
there are plenty of reasons to believe they'll be fine in those areas for the foreseeable 
future. Tackle Matt Kalil has a great build at 6-7, 281 pounds, and he was the No. 

11 prospect in the country. Fellow tackle Tyron Smith also is a five-star recruit and 
considered one of the most athletic linemen around. He’s 260 pounds but has plenty of 
room to grow. Armond Armstead is about as good as they come at defensive tackle. 
Defensive end Nick Perry runs the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds, and fellow end Wes 
Horton was rated the No. 3 prospect at his position in the country. He was active as a 
senior, with 108 tackles and 12 sacks. 

As you'd expect, USC's class is made up primarily of California talent: The Tro- 
jans kept eight of the state's top 14 prospects at home. It should be noted that running 
back Darrell Scott, the state's top prize, signed with Colorado. However, USC's depth 
at running back means that position was not a concern in this class. 

With the talent at offensive and defensive line in this group, it's going to be tough 
to contend with USC in the trenches in the coming years. 


9 Florida State 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-6, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-3 

It was an interesting year for Florida State fans. A major overhaul of the coaching 
staff started the season and a major academic scandal closed the season. On the 
recruiting trail, most of the news was good. Bobby Bowden and his new staff brought in 
30 prospects; there are 15 from Florida and four from Georgia. 

Linebacker Nigel Bradham may be the gem of this class for the Seminoles. 
The 6-2, 230-pounder had 147 tackles and 12 sacks as a high school senior, giving 
him almost 450 tackles over the previous three seasons. He was the No. 4 prospect in 
Florida and certainly one of the most active. His knack for making plays will serve him 
well in Tallahassee. Defensive end Markus White arrives from a Kansas community 
college and brings a lot of athleticism to the position. White runs the 40-yard dash in 
4.55 seconds and, at 245 pounds, packs a punch. The staff hopes E.J. Manuel is the 
answer they've been looking for at quarterback. At 6-5, he runs well and can cause 
a lot of problems for a defense. Athlete Jarmon Fortson has the size and speed to 
make his presence felt early. 

The three areas of focus in this class were running back, offensive line and 
defensive line. The Seminoles brought in four running backs, and surprisingly most 
of those probably would be considered sleepers. The position with the most quality is 
linebacker. It's not just about Bradham, though he's an immediate difference-maker. 
Nigel Carr, Nick Moody and Vincent Williams are four-star prospects. This class 
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has the feel of a one last hurrah for Bowden, who shook up his 
staff in an attempt at restoring the dominance FSU enjoyed in the 1990s. Only time will 
tell if this is the group of guys that turns things around in Tallahassee. 
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RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-2, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-2 

Michigan always has had a lot of success in recruiting, and there’s no reason 
to expect that will change with the arrival of new coach Rich Rodriguez. He didn’t 
have much time to piece together his first class for Michigan but still did a solid job. 
Former coach Lloyd Carr already had secured plenty of high-profile commitments, and 
Rodriguez did an admirable job of salvaging what he could. 

Defensive back Boubacar Cissoko may be small in stature at 5-9, but he 
has great athletic ability and was one of the top prospects in the state. Offensive 
lineman Dann O'Neill checks in at an imposing 6-8, 291 pounds, and should excel in 
Rodriguez's offensive system. That's a system that appeals to a lot of running backs, 
and Michigan snagged four in this class. Michael Shaw, Sam McGuffie and Ter- 
rence Robinson have blazing speed, and Mike Cox packs a bit of a punch. Michigan 
greatly upgraded at linebacker in this class, signing four prospects rated as four stars. 
J.B, Fitzgerald is a load from New Jersey, and Taylor Hill, Marcus Witherspoon 
and Kenny Demens have good speed. 

Recruiting can be difficult for schools undergoing a coaching change, but the 
Wolverines were fortunate that most of their commitments remained firm. Of the 24 
signees in this class, five are from Michigan, seven are from Ohio, three are from 
Florida and three from Texas. The class was heavy on running backs, offensive line- 
men and linebackers. 


QB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-6, DL-3, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-3 

Winning a national championship makes recruiting a little bit easier on a coach, 
and Les Miles cleaned up in February. The Tigers’ class of 26 players consists of a 
good mix of prospects, primarily from Louisiana, Florida and Texas. The program's 
prestige is at an all-time high with two BCS championships in the past five seasons. 

It is to the point where prospects covet offers from the school. 

Wide receiver Deangelo Benton, who is 6-3, 210 pounds, has a great build and 
all the tools to be a playmaker from Day One. On the other side of the ball, Patrick 
Johnson is one of the nation’s top cornerbacks. He picked off 12 passes over the past 
two seasons and has a knack for being in the right place at the right time. The Tigers 
signed just two linebackers, but Ryan Baker is potentially a great one. While he’s just 
206 pounds, he has a build that will allow him to bulk up; he also has plenty of speed. 
Wide receiver Chris Tolliver has plenty of speed, as well, and is probably the top 
in-state recruit. 

Offensive line and defensive back were top priorities, and LSU is bringing in six of 
each. There's also some quality coming in on the defensive line, with Chase Clement 
and Chancey Aghayere possessing all the tools to become dominant players. Clem- 
ent was the No. 7 strongside defensive end in the country, and Aghayere was one of 
the top prospects in Texas. 
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QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-3, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-2 

Clemson is in a bow! game every year under coach Tommy Bowden, and now the 
Tigers are starting to put themselves in a position to kick it up a notch. Clemson signed 
26 players, and there’s some elite talent in this group. The Tigers had a lot of success 
in-state and are bringing in five prospects from the Jacksonville, Fla., area. 

DaQuan Bowers undoubtedly is the top prospect to sign with the Tigers. Bow- 
ers, a 6-4, 267-pound defensive end, has great athleticism and is an immediate-impact 
type player. He's fast, active and quickly could become unblockable in the ACC. Spen- 
cer Adams was one of three big-time defensive backs to play for Matthews (N.C.) 
Butler last fall, and he's a big addition for Clemson. He has ideal size (6-2) and runs 
well, Clemson already has one of the best stables of running backs in the nation — 
perhaps the best — and the future looks bright at the position with the signings of four- 
star backs Andre Ellington and Jamie Harper. Ellington is more of an all-purpose 
type of back at 170 pounds, while Harper has the strength to carry a big load. 

Of Clemson's 26 signees, 10 are from South Carolina and nine are from Florida. 
Harper is one of the five from the Jacksonville area; quarterback Kyle Parker is 
another. He’s a pro-style quarterback who doesn't have ideal size, but did complete 61 
percent of his passes as a senior. 
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The Bruins were putting together a top-notch class before the coaching change, and 
Rick Neuheisel was fortunate enough to bring in most of those prospects. With 23 signees, 
UCLA cleaned up, finishing with the second-best class in the Pac-10 (behind USC). 

The defensive back talent in this group is outstanding and should be the nucleus 
of an excellent secondary in the coming years. Cornerback Aaron Hester has good 
size at 6-0 and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.44 seconds. He may be the best incoming 
Bruin. If that honor doesn't belong to him, it should probably go to fellow defensive 
back Rahim Moore, who has almost identical size and speed. Those two are joined 
by two more four-star defensive backs — E.J. Woods and Anthony Dye. The defen- 
sive end position will get a big boost from Datone Jones, a 6-4, 240-pound prospect 
from Compton, Calif. 

UCLA also signed a trio of great-looking receivers. Jerry Johnson, Antwon 
Moutra and Nelson Rosario have big-play potential and should be able to stretch 
opposing defenses. All but two of the prospects in this class hail from California. It will 
be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks in this class pan out. Each was 
considered a solid prospect, but none was considered elite. 


Ts 


RB-5, WR-2, OL-3, DL-2, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

In typical fashion, the Longhorns picked up a lot of early momentum and rarely 
left the Lone Star State. In fact, just one of the 20 incoming freshmen in this class is 
from outside Texas. It is rare for any school to bring in five running backs in one class. 
Given the quality of those signees, the Longhorns are almost guaranteed to have 
bolstered their running game for future seasons. 

Running back DeSean Hales is a lightweight at 165 pounds, but he has excel- 
lent speed and should be fun to watch in the open field. Jeremy Hills is a bit bigger at 
180 pounds and also has “playmaker’ written all over him. The coaching staff is excited 
about defensive tackle Jarvis Humphrey, a 6-2, 290-pounder who has the ability to 
get into the backfield and disrupt things. As he continues to get stronger and tone his 
body, he could be a force in the Big 12. There also is a trio of defensive backs to watch 
for — D.J. Monroe, Aaron Williams and Nolan Brewster, the only out-of-state 
prospect in this class. He’s the son of Minnesota coach Tim Brewster. 

Kicker Justin Tucker was rated the No. 4 prospect at his position in the nation. 
This class is relatively light on linemen and the Longhorns didn’t bring in a quarterback 
ora tight end. Most needs were met, though, and the class is strong at running back 
and in the secondary. 


ALPE colorado 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-1, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Dan Hawkins may have been wondering what he got himself into after struggling 
mightily in his first season in Boulder, but things are looking a lot better now. Colorado 
reached a bow! last season and put together the No. 15 recruiting class in the nation. 
That's even more impressive considering there are only 21 signees in the class. Usu- 
ally, highly ranked classes low in quantity belong to the likes of USC, but the Buffaloes 
signed an unusual amount of talent. 

Colorado fans were thrilled to learn that running back Darrell Scott of 
California decided to sign with the Buffaloes. The 6-0, 204-pounder had offers from 
every major program in the nation and was ranked the No. 1 running back in the 
country. He rushed for nearly 7,000 yards in his last three years in high school, with 
an amazing 87 touchdowns. The Buffaloes are also thrilled about their group of 
incoming linebackers. Lynn Katoa was the top-ranked prospect in Utah and also 
had his pick of schools. Jon Major runs extremely well for someone 6-4, 230, and 
Shaun Mohler looks as impressive on film as almost anyone. Offensive lineman 
Bryce Givens was the No. 1 prospect in Colorado. Once he adds weight, he should 
anchor the line for a long time. 

Colorado employed an interesting recruiting strategy and it worked to near perfection. 
The Buffaloes landed top prospects in California, Colorado and Utah. There are six in-state 
prospects and seven Californians in this group. If Hawkins can maintain this success on 
the recruiting trail, it might not be long until Colorado is where it wants to be. 


FURIE] Texas Aa 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, OL-6, DL-7, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 
In spite of all the turmoil surrounding former coach Dennis Franchione and the 


, coaching change, Texas A&M did quite well with this class. Of 
the Aggies’ 24 signings, an eye-popping 13 are either offensive or defensive linemen. 
There's some good quality in that group, and it will be a good starting point for new 
coach Mike Sherman, who was able to sell his NFL experience. 

While the lines got the bulk of the attention, perhaps the top three prospects are 
skill-position players. Wide receiver Jeff Fuller looks like a future NFL player at 6-5, 
202 pounds. He was rated the No. 10 prospect in Texas and the No. 12 receiver in 
the country. Running back Cyrus Gray runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and is 
a home-run threat. At 5-10, 201 pounds, athlete Derrick Hall is about as versatile as 
they come. He committed to Texas A&M but entertained interest from schools such as 
LSU before signing with the Aggies. He showed his ability to pass, run and catch as a 
senior, and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.35 seconds. 

Much like Texas, A&M always is going to have a distinctly in-state feel to its re- 
cruiting classes. This year is no exception, as only two prospects from outside the state 
signed with the Aggies. Watch out for the defensive line, as there are four prospects 
rated as four stars here. 


MA 17 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-4, TE-1, DL-4, LB-5, DB-7, ATH-5 

Could coach Tim Brewster's first season at Minnesota have been more of a 
roller-coaster ride? The Gophers finished 1-11 overall and were winless in the Big Ten. 
But when February rolled around, Minnesota fans were smiling. Brewster's work on the 
recruiting trails was nothing short of excellent. Brewster and his staff signed players 
from 16 states, including four from the Dallas area. 

While Minnesota got off to a fast start, perhaps its top commitment came 
toward the end of the process in the form of 6-4, 220-pound dual-threat quarterback 
MarQueis Gray. The talented signal-caller from Indianapolis was the top prospect 
in the Hoosier State and can beat you with his arm or legs. He could push for time 
early. Four-star safety Keanon Cooper is the best of the Dallas quartet, and the 6-0, 
190-pounder should provide much-needed help in the secondary. Wide receivers 
Brandon Green and Vincent Hill lack great size but are dynamic with the ball in their 
hands. 

Brewster, who helped Mack Brown bring in some of the nation’s top prospects at 
Texas, expended as much energy on the recruiting trail as any coach in the country and 
that aggressiveness paid off. Defense was a top priority, and there are a lot of prospects 
who should see the field quickly. Watch out for 6-2, 240-pound linebacker Sam Maresh, 
who spurned offers from just about the entire Big Ten to stay close to home. 


Minnesota 


RB-2, WR-6, TE-1, OL-3, DL-5, LB-5, DB-2, ATH-7 

The Hokies stuck to their usual in-state recruiting strategy and put together an 
unusually large class. Virginia Tech signed 31 players, and once again it's a solid class 
for Frank Beamer. 

Linebacker Quillie Odom was a big pickup, and the 6-2, 220-pound linebacker 
who spent time at Hargrave Military Academy has a college-ready build and is physi- 
cally mature enough to be a force early in his playing career. Running back Ryan 
Williams is a solid all-around prospect and ranked the No. 3 prospect at his position 
in the country. He can run through smaller defenders and regularly beats linebackers 
to the edge. Keep an eye out for offensive tackle Vinston Painter. At 6-6 and 317 
pounds, he is a physically imposing presence. He was the No. 5 prospect in Virginia. 
Wide receiver D.J. Coles and athlete Dyrell Roberts should be fun to watch in the 
coming years. 

Beamer’s recruiting strategy is simple: Put his state on lockdown while reaching 
into North Carolina and perhaps one or two other southern states. They signed an 
amazing 24 in-state prospects this season in a good year for Virginia talent. Tech didn't 
bring in a quarterback this year, but it did bring in seven athletes, meaning this class 
could take any number of shapes down the road. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-2, DL-2, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 

Once again, Oregon had a successful recruiting year. The Ducks didn't overem- 
phasize any one position and put together a balanced class of prospects from all over 
the country. 

It would have been nice if the Ducks could have landed defensive end Ethan 
Johnson, the No. 1 prospect in the state, who signed with Notre Dame. Nonetheless, 
they did well for themselves. Junior college defensive tackle Justin Thompson has a 
lot of upside and should provide immediate depth. Junior college running back LaGar- 
rette Blount is a true bruiser at 6-2, 235 pounds. Athlete Chris Harper has great 
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speed and an excellent build and was rated the No. 2 prospect 
in Kansas, Watch out for Hamani Stevens, the No. 2 center in the country, and Nick 
Cody, an offensive tackle and the No. 3 prospect in the state of Washington. 

Oregon didn’t need a huge haul this year, but the Ducks met most of their needs 
adequately. We've become accustomed to seeing good classes out of this program 
and the quality is high in this group. 

Je 20 

QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-5 

Considering his consistency and his success, it's hard to believe Tommy Tuberville 
could be called underappreciated. Many believe that’s the case, though. Year in and 
year out, you can bank on three things with regard to Auburn: The Tigers are going to 
be tough on the road, they're going to play good defense and they're going to recruit 
well. The Tigers brought in 29 prospects in the class, headlined by some top-flight tal- 
ent. The depth is there at running back, defensive line and defensive back. 

Five-star defensive end Raven Gray was the No. 4 junior college prospect in the 
country. At 6-4, 260 pounds, he runs the 40-yard dash in 4.6 seconds and could be 
a load for SEC offensive lines to handle. On the other side of the line, Auburn signed 
five-star Hargrave Military Academy offensive tackle Jermaine Johnson. At 6-6, 309 
pounds, he has a college-ready body and all the tools to protect a quarterback’s blind- 
side. Athletes T’Sharvan Bell and DeRon Furr have dynamic playmaking ability. Bell 
is the faster of the two, but at 6-3 and 212 pounds, Furr could have an earlier impact, 
Watch out for undersized running back Onterio McCalebb, an all-purpose prospect 
who has the speed to change a game. 

Auburn signed 10 in-state prospects, though Alabama hoarded much of the 
State's top talent. The Tigers found success in Florida, where they also picked up 10 


prospects. They found some elite talent from junior colleges and prep schools as well. 
Overall, this class checks in at No. 5 in the Southeastern Conference. 


21 Arizona State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-1, OL-5, DL-7, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2 

No one has ever doubted Dennis Erickson's ability to recruit and coach at an ex- 
tremely high level. In his one season at Arizona State, he already has won 10 games 
and put together the No. 21 class in the country. With 27 signees, the Sun Devils will 
be going into the 2008 season with a lot of young talent to add to what they have com- 
ing back, With seven defensive linemen and six defensive backs on board, look for a 
defensive overhaul in the near future. 

Athlete Gerell Robinson was a huge pickup for Arizona State. The 6-4, 
210-pound prospect was the No. 1 senior in Arizona last fall and the No. 8 athlete in 
the country. He doesn't have blazing speed, but he moves well and spurned offers 
from schools such as USC, Florida and Notre Dame. Defensive back Jarrell Barbour 
is another big-time athlete with the kind of size college coaches crave in the secondary. 
He was the No. 9 safety in the country, Expect running back Ryan Bass to carve out a 
role for himself early in his college career. The 5-10, 186-pounder from California runs 
the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and was rated the No. 2 all-purpose prospect in the 
country. There also is plenty of solid defensive line talent coming aboard. 

Nine of the 27 signees are from Arizona, There were several other schools target- 
ing key prospects in the state, so the Sun Devils did well to lock up three of the top five 
prospects in the state. California always must be an integral part of ASU's recruiting 
Strategy, and the 14 signees from that state are high-quality athletes, 


Auburn 


22 South C: 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-1 

The Gamecocks struggled mightily in the latter part of the 2007 season, but that 
didn’t stop them from putting together a solid recruiting class. Steve Spurrier still is 
trying to leave his mark on the program. Defensive back is a position that has excelled 
in recent years, and if this class is any indication, it should continue to be a position of 
strength. 

Charles Whitlock, a 5-11, 172-pound defensive back from Chester, S.C., is 
one of South Carolina's top commitments. The athletic corner was rated the No, 3 
prospect in the Palmetto State, He's joined by a pair who prepped at Fork Union and is 
physically ready to make a difference in the SEC. Antonio Allen is impressive at 6-2, 
190 pounds and he has a knack for making plays. Akeem Auguste has just as much 
potential and is faster than Allen. Jarriel King hails from Georgia Military Academy 
and looks like an SEC defensive lineman at 6-7, 285 pounds. He might not have great 
speed, but he's strong and puts a lot of pressure on opposing offensive linemen. Watch 
out for fellow defensive end Chaz Sutton, who turned down a lot of solid programs to 
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play for Spurrier. 

There are two quarterbacks in this class, and it will be interesting to see if they 
play this fall. Also, watch out for the young defensive linemen in Columbia; they look 
like big-time players. 

Of South Carolina's 23 signees, just seven were in-state prospects. Part of that is 
because rival Clemson and some other schools signed some of the state's top talent; 
some of it was the Gamecocks staff looking to prep schools and the state of Georgia. 


IL is Ey 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-2 

This isn’t Ron Zook’s best class, but the 28 signees will add depth, speed and 
strength to an ever-improving roster. This class is heavy on line prospects and should 
make the Illini tough to deal with in the trenches in the coming seasons. 

Zook and his staff signed two good defensive tackles. They signed 6-3, 
260-pounder Corey Liuget from Florida, even though the likes of LSU, Miami and 
Georgia were hot on his trail. He's one of the most athletic tackles you're going to find 
at the high school level, He's joined by Reggie Ellis, the No. 26 defensive tackle in 
the country and the top prospect in the District of Columbia. On the other side of the 
line, Graham Pocic is a load at 6-7, 316 pounds. The No. 5 prospect in Illinois, Pocic 
looks like a big-time blindside protector in the Big Ten. Illinois had some success in the 
prep school ranks as well. Donsay Hardeman, who spent time at Georgia Military 
Academy, looks the part of a Big Ten safety and should make big contributions in his 
first season. The Illini also found one of the nation's top tight ends in Hubie Graham. 
He might not be a devastating blocker yet, but he'll provide quarterbacks with an extra 
threat downfield. 

Zook is about as good as recruiter as you'll find, and it showed once again. He 
signed four prospects from the nation's capital, four from the Sunshine State and four 
from the Chicago area. 


~ 


c= 


QB-2, RB-4, WR-4, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1 

Washington signed 26 prospects. This class is heavy on running backs, wide 
receivers and offensive linemen, and it looks as if the newcomers could provide a big 
upgrade right away. 

Defensive end Kavario Middleton was a big pickup. The 6-6, 250-pounder was 
the top player in Washington. He should bring a lot of athleticism to the position. Fellow 
defensive end Everrette Thompson was rated the No. 10 prospect at his position 
in the country and the No. 2 overall prospect in the state of Washington. Chris Polk 
was ranked the No. 4 all-purpose back in the country and he did it all as a senior in 
California. Allen Carroll and Alameda Ta’amu are two offensive linemen who should 
make things tough for opponents in the coming seasons. 

Despite fielding teams that have struggled, Tyrone Willingham managed to put 
together a good recruiting class. He signed four of the top five and 12 of the top 15 
prospects in the state. California was an integral part of the Huskies’ strategy this year 
as well, 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-5, DL-4, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1 

Missouri followed up a remarkable season with a solid recruiting class, giving 
Tigers fans hope that they can expect more of the same. Missouri's wide-open, high- 
scoring offense appealed to some top-flight skill-position recruits. Overall, there's a lot 
of quality in this class. 

Undoubtedly the top recruit is quarterback Blaine Gabbert. Originally a Nebraska 
commitment, Gabbert changed his mind and decided to stay closer to his St. Louis-area 
home. The 6-5, 226-pound pocket passer looks the part of an NFL quarterback and 
may have the strongest arm of any incoming freshman. He was the No. 1 prospect in 
Missouri and the No. 1 pro-style quarterback in the country. Gabbert will benefit from 
the protection of guard Dan Hoch, also a former Nebraska commitment. The 6-7, 
302-pounder was the No. 1 player in lowa and the No. 18 guard in the country. Tight 
end Andrew Jones, a 6-5, 228-pounder, will be a good target for anyone behind 
center. He was the No. 2 player in Missouri and the No. 14 tight end nationally. 

Missouri is a classic case of a program capitalizing on its on-field success. The 
Tigers were able to lock down some of the top talent in their own state and managed 
to reach into Texas and Ohio to fill out the class. They certainly benefited from 
Nebraska's struggles and coaching change. With another good season, Mizzou's 
reputation should only improve with high school recruits. 


wuww.winoyssporTs.com 2008 


rivals.con’ 
NOW WITH 


FREE 


TEXT ALERTS. 


BREAKING NEWS DELIVERED STRAIGHT 10 YOUR CELL PHONE. 


Just in time for recruiting season. Sign up to receive breaking news and 
commitments on your favorite team, Straight from Rivals.com to your cell 
phone. Commitment announcements, the latest on prospects and breaking 
team news instantly, wherever you are.. If you're a fan who needs to be ahead 


of the game, you need Text Alerts from Rivals.com. 


*Free with your annual membership 


©2007 Rivas com. All nghts reserved 


NATIONAL 
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. Trevor Robinson Omaha (Neb.) Elkhorn Notre Dame 
, Lucas Nix Jefferson Hills (Pa.) Thomas Jefferson Pittsburgh 


. Dann O'Neill Grand Haven (Mich.) Michigan 
. AJ. Harmon Louisville (Ga.) Jefferson County Georgia 
. Barrett Jones Memphis (Tenn.) ECS Alabama 

i . J.B. Shugarts Klein (Texas) Ohio State 


. Bryce Givens Denver (Colo.) Mullen Colorado 


INCOMING °SENSIVE ENDS 
‘ DaQuan Bowers 6- 4267 Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt Clemson 
i Fe = ca ie IVE E yy . R.J. Washington 6-3/245 Keller (Texas) Fossil Ridge Oklahoma 
. Ethan Johnson 6-4/266 Portland (Ore.) Lincoln Notre Dame 
|. Wes Horton 6-6/240 Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame = USC 


TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION . Nick Perry 6-4/235 Detroit (Mich.) Martin Luther King USC 


. Kavario Middleton 6-6/250 Lakewood (Wash.) Lakes Washington 
. Toby Jackson 6-4/244 Griffin (Ga.) Georgia 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


Q UARTE R BAC KS 7. Midis Forston’ 6-2/286 Miami (Fla.) Northwestern Miami 


= 2 ; ; 17. Omar Hunter 6-1/295 Buford (Ga.) Florida 


rTertaue Pryor 6 6/235 “Jeannette (Pa.) Ohio State 42 . 
dcr, . Armond Armstead  6-4/287 —_ Elk Grove (Calif.) Pleasant Grove USC 
. Blaine Gabbert 6-5/226 Ballwin (Mo.) Parkway West Missouri 45, DeAngelo Tyson 6-2/276 ee Bat Georgia 


. Dayne Crist 6-5/228 Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame Notre Dame 50. Jarvis Humphrey 6-2/290 Cedar Hill (Texas) Taine 

+ Es, Manuel 65/215 Virginia Beach (Va.) Bayside Florida State 64, Garrett Goebel 65/264 Lombard (II) Montini Ohio State 
. Mike Glennon 6-6/194 Centreville (Va.) Westfield NC State 80. Corey Liuget 6-3/260 Hialeah (Fla. INinois 

. Andrew Luck 6-4/215 Houston (Texas) Stratford Stanford 86. Stacey McGee 6-5/255 Muskogee (Okla ) Oklahoma 


RUNNING BACKS LINEBACKERS 


. Darrell Scott 6-0/204 Ventura (Calif) St Bonaire Colorado - ae 
eVermie Calhoun 60/210 Van (Texas) Oklahoma i Nigel Bradham 6-2/230. “Crawtordville. (Fla.) Wakulla Florida State 


. Ryan Williams 5-10192 Manassas (Va.) Stonewall Jackson —_Virginia Tech Arthur Brown 61/210" » Wichita (Kan) Wichita East Main 

- DeSean Hales 5-40/165 Klein (Texas) Oak Takas . Jerrell Harris Gadsden (Ala.) Gadsden City Alabama 

. Jonas Gray 5-10/213 Detroit (Mich.) Country Day Notre Dame } Etienne Sabino Miami (Fia.) Dr. Krop Ohio State 
 Cynis Gray 6-0/188' DeSoto (Texas) Texas A&M . Lynn Katoa ; Salt Lake City (Utah) Cottonwood Sr. Colorado 

. Ryan Bass 5-10/186 Corona (Calif.) Centennial Arizona State Marcus Robinson Homestead (Fla) Miami 

© De'Anthony Curtis 510/209 Camden (Ark.) Fairview ArkanSas . Jordan Futch Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade Madonna Miami 


RATING HT./WT. HOMETOWN/SCHOOL COLLEGE 


Blountstown (Fla.) LSU 
Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney Penn State 
Hoover (Ala.) Spain Park Florida 


WIDE RECEIVERS = Sits 


. Brandon Beachum 


Julio Jones 6-4/215 Foley (Ala.) Alabama - William Green : | 
) AU! Green 6-4/184 Summerville (S.C.) Georgia . Darius Fleming Chicago (IIl.) St. Rita : Notre Dame 
. DeVier Posey 6-2/190 Cincinnati (Ohio) La Salle Ohio State 97. Uona Kavienga Los Angeles (Calif.) Leuzinger USC 

. DeAndre Brown 6-6/208 Ocean Springs (Miss.) Southern Miss 100. Nick Moody 6-1/218 Philadelphia (Pa.) Roman Catholic Florida State 
. Jonathan Baldwin 6-6/233 Aliquippa (Pa.) Pittsburgh 

Michael Floyd 6-3/195 St. Paul (Minn.) Cretin-Derham Hall Notre Dame DE FE NSIVE BAC KS 

. Darryl Stonum 6-2/180 Sugar Land (Texas) Dulles Michigan = - 

. Jameel Owens 6-3/210 Muskogee (Okla.) Oklahoma 5. Patrick Johnson 61/199 Pompano Beach (Fla.) Ely 

. Aldarius Johnson ——-6-2/200-—- Miami (Fla.)- Northwestern Miami 35. Alonzo Lawrence —6-1/187__Lucedale (Miss.) George County 

. Joshua Jarboe 6-3/195 Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove Oklahoma 36. Aaron Williams 6-1/175 Round Rock (Texas) McNeil 

Chris Tolliver 6-1/180 — Rayville (La.) LSU 38. Brandon Harris 5-10/174 — Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington 

. Jeff Fuller 6-4/202 McKinney (Texas) Boyd Texas A&M - Boubacar Gissoko —5-8/171 Detroit (Mich.) Cass Tech 

. Brice Butler 6-2178 Norcross (Ga.) USC 48.0: Monroe. 5-9/165 Angleton (Texas) 

. Tommy Streeter 6-6/200 Miami (Fla.) Northwestern Miami - danoris Jenkins 5-11/180 Pahokee (Fla.) 

. Tavarres King 6-1/169 Mt. Airy (Ga.) Habersham Central Georgia - Ramon Buchanan 6-0/181 Melbourne (Fla.) Palm Bay 

. Dan Buckner 6-4/209 Allen (Texas) Texas . Aaron Hester 6-0/180 Compton (Calif.) Dominguez 


. Kemonte Bateman  6-0/176 —_Los Angeles (Calif.) Crenshaw Arizona State - Rahim Moore 6-0/185 Los Angeles (Calif.) Dorsey 
82. T.J. Bryant 6-1/175 Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln 


. Joseph Ibil 6-2/195 Garland (T South Garland Oklah 
TIGHT ENDS : loseph Ibiloye a arian (Texas) Soi jarlani ot joma 


. Brandon Taylor Franklinton (La.) 


6-2/220 
6-3/222 
6-2/220 
6-2/210 
6-3/202 
. Brendan Beal 6-4/235 Bethlehem (Pa.) Liberty Florida 
6-0/206 
5-11/216 
6-4/215 
6-3/230 
6-0/226 


20. Kyle Rudolph 6-6/229 Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder Notre Dame” 


31. Blake Ayles 6-4/245 Orange (Calif.) Lutheran USC ATH LETES 5 
OFFE N SIVE LI N E Mi E N_ . will ‘Hill 6- 3/203 Jersey City (N.J.) St. Peter's Prep Florida 


2 - = . Richard Samuel 6-0/197 Cartersville (Ga.) Cass Georgia 
Mike Adams “6-7/308 Dublin (Ohio) Coffman "Ohio State . Burton Scott S-11194 Prichard (Ala.) Vigor Alabama 
. Baker Steinkuhler 66/280 Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest Nebraska } Lamar Thomas ——_5-11/181 Fort Washington (Md.) Friendly Ohtio State 
— Matt Kali 6-7/281 Anaheim (Calif.) Servite usc . Mark Barron 6-2/202 Mobile (Ala.) St. Paul's Alabama 
. Michael Brewster 6-6/305 Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater Ohio State . Devoe Torrence 6-2/210 Massillon (Ohio) Washington = 


._ Tyron Smith 6-5/260 Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde USC RETO FONE PZ Ser Coe ntbe (G8 Osc Damas 
Matt Patchan 6-7/265 Seffner (Fla.) Armwood Florida . Gerell Robinson 6-4/210 Chandler (Ariz.) Hamilton Arizona State 


. Stephen Good 6-6/300 Paris (Texas) Oklahoma . Derrick Hall 5-10/201 Beaumont (Texas) Central Texas A&M 
. Tyler Love 6-7/285 Mountain Brook (Ala.) Alabama . DJ. Shoemate 6-0/219 Anaheim (Calif.) Servite USC 
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. Matt Barkley 

. Jamarkus McFarland 
. Cierre Wood 

. Russell Shepard 

. Jacobbi McDaniel 

. Manti Te’o 

. Rueben Randle 

. Devon Kennard 


Conrnnmnr wn = 


. Bryce Brown 

. William Campbell 
. Garrett Gilbert 

. Marion Brown 


o 


. Dre Kirkpatrick 
. Dorian Bell 

. Vontaze Burfict 
. Jarvis Jones 

. Tyrik Rollison 
. Kevin Newsome 
. Chris Davenport 
. Craig Loston 

. Randall Carroll 
. Logan Heastie 
. Craig Drummond 
. Tom Savage 

. Lamar Miller 

. Marcus Hall 

. dustin Chaisson 
. Nico Johnson 
. Dion Sims 

, Patrick Hall 

. Rolando Jefferson 
. Jamie Wood 

. Mason Walters 
. Shaquelle Evans 
. Gabe Lynn 

. D.J. Fluker 

. Willie Downs 

. John Simon 

. Donte Moss 

. David Oku 

. Kraig Appleton 
. Justin Turner 

. AJ. Murray 
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Santa Ana (CA) Mater Dei 

Lufkin (TX) Lufkin 

Oxnard (CA) Santa Clara 
Houston (TX) Cypress Ridge 
Greenville (FL) Madison 
Honolulu (HI) Punahou 

Bastrop (LA) Bastrop 

Phoenix (AZ) Desert Vista 
Wichita (KS) East 

Detroit (MI) Cass Tech 

Austin (TX) Lake Travis 
Memphis (TN) Harding Academy 
Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
Monroeville (PA) Gateway 
Corona (CA) Centennial 
Columbus (GA) Carver 

Sulphur Springs (TX) 
Chesapeake (VA) Western Branch 
Mansfield (LA) Mansfield 

Aldine (TX) Nimitz 

Los Angeles (CA) Cathedral 
Chesapeake (VA) Great Bridge 
Chicago (IL) Morgan Park 
Philadelphia (PA) Cardinal O'Hara 
Miami (FL) Killian 

Cleveland (OH) Glenville 

Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman 
Andalusia (AL) Andalusia 
Orhard Lake (Ml) St. Mary's 
Ventura (CA) St. Bonaventure 
Fresno (CA) Edison 

Pickerington (OH) Central 
Wolfforth (TX) Frenship 
Inglewood (CA) Inglewood 
Jenks (OK) Jenks 

Foley (AL) Foley 

Tallahassee (FL) Godby 
Youngstown (OH) Cardinal Mooney 
Jacksonville (NC) Northside 
Midwest City(OK) Carl Albert 
East St. Louis (IL) East St. Louis 
Massillon (OH) Washington 
Tampa (FL) Plant 


. Ja’'Ron Stokes 

. Josh Nunes 

. Corey Adams 

. C.J. Barnett 

. Jordan Whiting 

. Eric Shrive 

. Edwin Baker 

. Tate Forcier 

. Ronnie Wingo 

. Ryan Mossakowski 
. Frankie Telfort 

. Kevin Brent 

. Jheranie Boyd 

. Trent Richardson 
. Sam Montgomery 
. Thomas Ashcraft 
. Chris Watt 

. Keenan Davis 

. Eric Fields 

. Anthony LaLota 

. Larry Caper 

. Chris Whaley 

. Tyler Gaffney 

. Tana Patrick 

. John Martinez 

. Greg Timmons 

. Jeremy Smith 

. Desmond Scott 

. Craig Crawford ATH 
. NuKeese Richardson WR 
. Eddie Lacy 

. Montrell Conner 
. Xavier Nixon 

. Morrell Presley 

. Donavan Tate 

. Jelani Jenkins 

. Deandre Coleman 
. Theo Riddick 

. Terry Hawthorne 
. Nick Kasa 

. Lonnie Pryor 

. DeVonte Holloman 
. Marlon Pollard, Jr. 
. Nick Alajajian 

. Chris Fields 

. Kevin Graf 

. Jared Wheeler 

. Michael Brockers 
. Chris Thompson 
. JK. Jay 

. Brandon McGee 

. EJ. Banks 

. Antwan Lowery 

. T.J. McDonald 

. Kendall Kelly 

. AJ. McCarron 

. Pat Patterson 


RS 


Philadelphia (PA) Northeast 
Upland (CA) Upland 
Scottsdale (AZ) Saguaro 
Clayton (OH) Northmont 
Louisville (KY) Trinity 
Scranton (PA) West Scranton 
Oak Park (Ml) Oak Park 

San Diego (CA) Scripps Ranch 
St. Louis (MO) St. Louis University 
Frisco (TX) Centennial 

Miami (FL) Gulliver Prep 
Dallas (TX) S Oak Cliff 
Gastonia (NC) Ashbrook 
Pensacola (FL) Escambia 
Greenwood (SC) Greenwood 
Cedar Hill (TX) Cedar Hill 
Glenn Ellyn (IL) Glenbard West 
Cedar Rapids (1A) Washington 
Warner Robins (GA) Northside 
Princeton (NJ) Hun School 
Battle Creek (MI) Battle Creek Central 
Madisonville (TX) Madisonville 
San Diego (CA) Cathedral Catholic 
Stevenson (AL) N. Jackson 
Murray (UT) Cottonwood 
Aldine (TX) Eisenhower 

Tulsa (OK) Union 

Durham (NC) Hillside 
Huntington (WV) Huntington 
Pahokee (FL) Pahokee 
Dutchtown (LA) Dutchdown 
Monroe (LA) Ouachita 
Fayetteville (NC) Jack Britt 
Carson (CA) Carson 
Cartersville (GA) Cartersville 
Wheaton (MD) Good Cousel 
Seattle (WA) Garfield 
Somerville (NJ) Immaculata 

E. St. Louis (IL) East 
Broomfield (CO) Legacy 
Okeechobee (FL) Okeechobee 
Charlotte (NC) Independence 
Valencia (CA) Valencia 

Naples (FL) Naples 

Harvey (OH) Painesville 
Agoura (CA) Agoura 
Plantation (FL) American Heriatge 
Houston (TX) Chavez 
Greenville (FL) Madison 
Greenville (SC) Christ Church 
Lauderhill (FL) Plantation 
MckKees Rock (PA) Montour 
Miami (FL) Columbus 

Fresno (CA) Edison 

Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
Mobile (AL) St. Paul’s 

Macon (MS) Noxubee 
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QUARTERBACK 


a4 


SOEMNAARwWNH 


Ohio State 
Missouri 
Notre Dame 
Baylor 
UCLA 
Alabama 
Miami 
Arkansas 
Ole Miss 
Rutgers 


RUNNING BACK 


1 


WIDE RECEIVER _ 


10. 


ie 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
is 
8. 
9: 
0. 


Se Ne oR OR 


Texas 
Michigan 
Colorado 

Ole Miss 

UCLA 

Clemson 
Boston College 
Auburn 

Oregon 
Oklahoma 


Alabama 
Florida 

Miami 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 

Notre Dame 
Southern Miss 
LSU 

Maryland 
UCLA 


TIGHT END 


. Notre Dame 
. Michigan 

. Ohio State 
. Maryland 

. California 
MwSC 

. Colorado 
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Illinois 
LSU 


10. Oregon 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


—_ 


DEFENSIVE TACKLE 


—s 


DEFENSIVE END 
. Alabama 


sk 


SOON Oe ON = SORN@ Ope Om = 


SORA Oe oOn = 


USC 

Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Clemson 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
Nebraska 


Miami 
Alabama 
Florida 
Kansas State 
Notre Dame 
Texas 

USC 

NC State 
Illinois 

Texas A&M 


USC 

Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 
Clemson 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Auburn 


LINEBACKER 


i 
Ze 
3. 


Miami 
Florida State 
Colorado 


. Penn State 

. Florida 

. Michigan 

. Notre Dame 
. Georgia 

. Alabama 

. Virginia Tech 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


LSU 

Miami 

UCLA 

Texas 
Oklahoma State 
Alabama 

South Carolina 
Ole Miss 

. Florida 

. Minnesota 


SOMNAARYN= 


—_ 


ATHLETE 


. Alabama 
Georgia 
Florida 
Virginia Tech 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
NC State 
LSU 

Kansas State 


ee SOS ee > ee 


—_ 


KICKER 


. Oklahoma State 
Texas 

UCLA 

Ohio State 

BYU 

Louisville 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia 


Sy SO ee SN ee Cue (CO ih 
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RECRUITING 


By Barton Simmons 
Rivals.com 


OVERVIEW/: The underlying element of Alabama's 
2008 class is versatility. Coach Nick Saban and his staff 

brought in a group of athletes who can do a lot of different things. Mark 
Barron could play early at safety, outside linebacker or even on offense. 
Similarly, five-star prospect Burton Scott could be a threat on offense in 
the slot or on defense as a cornerback or safety. The list goes on, with 
players such as Devonta Bolton — who has a great frame to be an outside 
linebacker, but has soft hands that would make him a great pass-catching 
tight end or big receiver. Don’ta Hightower could line up at linebacker or 
defensive end, and athlete Chris Jordan is a high school running back with 
loads of upside at linebacker. On top of that versatility, the Tide also pulled 
in some of the best in the nation at their position with the top wide receiver 
(Julio Jones), and the No. 2 cornerback (Alonzo Lawrence). 

HEADLINER: Julio Jones. There is not a more complete wide 
receiver in in the nation. He is physically ready to play as a freshman, and 
his strength is evident in all facets of his game: getting in and out of routes, 
attacking the ball and running after the catch. 

SLEEPER: Chris Jackson. He is a fast, physical wide receiver who 
could stay at receiver or mature into a hard-hitting defensive back. 

BOTTOM LINE: The state of Alabama was loaded with talent and 
Saban pounced, dominating recruiting in-state and pulling in the nation’s 
top class. This group should be a great building block for the future in 
Tuscaloosa. 


Fiorida 


OVERVIEW: Florida pulled in an immensely talented 

group and got help in areas of need. Junior college 
five-star wideout Carl Moore can step in immediately as a big, strong 
receiver with game-breaking ability. Defensive tackle Omar Hunter and 
defensive end Earl Okine can provide depth as freshmen. Hunter is one of 
the most dominant defensive tackles in the nation, and Okine — who 
enrolled early — has all the tools you look for in an edge rusher. Will Hill 
has the kind of ability to challenge for a starting job at safety from Day One. 
Meanwhile, offensive lineman Matt Patchan and linebacker William Green 
have “superstar” written all over them, but each will need a couple of years 
to Hee pee 

ADL 2: Will Hill. Big, fast, strong, quick, physical — what 

more i you want out of a prospect? Hill has the full package as a big- 
bodied hitter in the secondary who also has the speed and explosiveness to 
play on offense if needed. 

SLEEPER: T.J. Pridemore. The less-heralded of the Buford, Ga., 
duo that includes Hunter, Pridemore — who could play fullback or line- 
backer — is physically ready right now and could help the Gators on special 
teams as a freshman. 

BOTTOM LIIVE: One year removed from a national champion- 
ship, the rich got richer. Urban Meyer and his staff continue to reload with 
talent, landing their third consecutive top-three recruiting class. 


OVERVIEW: Georgia signed a class with a lot of 
balance and some key cogs on both sides of the ball. The 
offensive line has two big men of the future in A.J. Harmon and Cordy 
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Glenn. Harmon is dominating at the point of attack, and Glenn is a 
huge, raw body ready to be molded. A.J. Green should provide 

immediate help in the receiving corps, and Richard Samuel will be special 
at running back — adding to an already loaded backfield. On defense, 
DeAngelo Tyson is the anchor on the inside and Marcus Dowtin has the 
potential to provide immediate depth at linebacker. The class even gets 
special teams help, with return man Carlton Thomas and kicker Blair 
Walsh Fou things out for the Bulldogs. 

A A.J. Green. If Alabama signee Julio Jones is the 
most canee wide re receiver, Green has the most upside. He simply does 
things other players can't dream of doing. There isn’t a better set of hands 
in the nation, and Green has the size and leaping ability to climb the ladder 
for any ball thrown in his direction. 

SLEEPER: Carlton Thomas. With his speed and shiftiness, 
Thomas can make an immediate special-teams impact as a return man. 
BOTTOM LINE: Mark Richt’s consistency on the recruiting trail 
is nothing short of astounding. He once again put together a top 10 class 
nationally that fills needs on both sides of the ball, in the trenches and at the 
skill positions. 


| Rk. Player HLWt Pos. +Hometown/School 


1, Julio Jones 6-4/215 


2. Patrick Johnson 


WR Foley (Ala.) 
6-1/1193 CB Pompano Beach (Fla) Ely 


vs AJ. Green 


6-4/184 WR oral ad ay 


| 4. Wit Hil 


6-3/203 ATH Jersey iy) St Peter's Prep 


6-4/220 WR Roseville (Calif) Sierra CC. 


6. Omar Hunter 6-1/295 OT Buford (Ga.) 


oF Matt Pathan 6-7/265 oT - Sefnr la) Amvood 


8. Richard Samuel 6-0/197 ATH Cartersville (Ga.) Cass 


9. Enrique Davis 5-11/220 ‘AB _ Chatham a ) Marre Miltary Ole Miss 


10. Burton Scott 5-11/194 ATH Prichard (Ala.) Vigor Alabama 


| 11. Tyler Love 6-7/285 OT — Mountain Brook (Ala) Alabama 


12. Raven Gray 


6-4/260 DE Wesson (Miss.) Copiah-Lincoin C.C. 


| 13. Jermaine Johnson 6-6/309 oT 


6-3/210 WR 


Chatham (Va, ) Harrave Miltary 


14, Deangelo Benton Chatham (Va.) Hargrave Miltary 


15. Jerrell Harris 


16. Alonzo Lawrence 


6-2/220 LB Gadsden (Ala.) Gadsden City 


Laced Mis ) Bane old 


Statesboro (Ga) ) 


6-1/187 CB 


a ca 


. DeAngelo Tyson 6-2/276 OT 


+ Janoris Jenkins 5-11/180 CB Pahokee (Fla.) Florida 


. Ad. Harmon 6-4/308 0G Louisville (Ga. Jefferson County Georgia 


ATH Mabie (ia ) St Paul's 


Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


—)] 
RECRUITING 


OVERVIEW: LSU's class is full of players with 

potential. The top-end players speak for themselves. 
Cornerback Patrick Johnson, wide receiver DeAngelo Benton, defensive 
back Brandon Taylor and linebacker Ryan Baker are players with 
immediate-impact potential. Others such as late-rising quarterback Jordan 
Jefferson, high school quarterback Kellen Theriot and defensive back 
Ryan St. Julien could end up being major difference-makers in the SEC. 
Jefferson quarterbacked one of the best high school teams in the country to 
a state championship and has great size and a big arm. Two positions with 
a lot of depth in this class are defensive back and wide receiver. The Tigers 
are getting Johnson, St. Julien, Taylor, Derrick Bryant, Rockey Duplessis 
and Karnell Hatcher at defensive back. Benton, Chris Tolliver, Tim 
Molton and Jhyryn Taylor are stepping in at wide receiver. 

HEADLINER; Patrick Johnson. You can't ask for anything more 
out of a lockdown corner — size, speed, athleticism and instincts. Johnson 
will be the next great defensive back for the Tigers. 

SLEEPER: Kellen Theriot. The high school quarterback can 
really move for a guy his size and could be a great one down the road at 
linebacker. Theriot may give us an opportunity to see what would have hap- 
pened had Tim Tebow played defense. 

BOTTOM LINE: LSU handed out 14 scholarship offers in the 
state of Louisiana and all 14 players signed with the Tigers. That dominance 
in a prospect-rich state continues to give LSU some of college football's 
most talented teams. 


Auburn 


OVERVIEW: The installation of Tony Franklin's 
spread offense played a major role in the composition of 
the 2008 class. Tommy Tuberville's staff looks to have done a nice job 
finding the speed and athleticism to make that offense work. Philip 
Pierre-Louis and Harry Adams are burners with track speed who should 
immediately help Auburn with depth at wide receiver and provide value on 
special teams. Reggie Hunt and Onterio McCalebb — the running backs 
in the class — fit the mold of versatile, all-purpose players who should thrive 
under Franklin. Athletic quarterback DeRon Furr enrolled early after leading 
his team to a Georgia state championship. Defensively, end Raven Gray 
leads the way along with some late risers in the recruiting process. Tackle 
Jomarcus Savage and cornerback D’Antoine Hood had strong 
performances in the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic. Credit is due to 
Tuberville and his staff, particularly Eddie Gran, for establishing some good 
inroads into the state of Florida. 


HEADLINER: Raven Gray. Gray is a junior college product with 
elite size and athleticism, He should be an immediate contributor because 
of his 4.6 speed and 250-pound frame. 

SLEEPER: Derek Winter. Somehow, Winter managed to fly under 
the radar despite being one of the most productive high school receivers in 
Florida with 75 catches for 1,686 yards and 18 touchdowns. 

BOTTOM LINE: The arrival of the spread offense was the allure 
for several late pickups with a lot of speed. But the spread also scared off 
the potential jewel of the class. The top prep school prospect in the country, 
running back Enrique Davis, backed out on his commitment after the depar- 
ture of offensive coordinator Al Borges. 
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OVERVIEW: After South Carolina pulled in one of the 
top recruiting classes in the nation last year, Steve 
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Spurrier had trouble maintaining that momentum. He and his staff still put 
together a top 25 group with some high-end talent. The Gamecocks went 
the prep school route to land defensive backs Antonio Allen and Akeem 
Auguste and running back Eric Baker. Those four-star prospects will be 
joined by Charles Whitlock, who put the clamps on some of the nation’s 
best wide receivers — including Julio Jones — in the postseason. Look for 
two of South Carolina’s signees from Georgia to become major factors. 
Defensive end Chaz Sutton from Savannah joins Whitlock as the defensive 
headliners of the 2008 class. Running back Kenneth Miles has a chance to 
be a real sleeper out of Snellville, where he rushed for 2,400 yards as a 
senior. Athlete Jarrett Burns, wide receiver D.L. Moore and defensive end 
Devin Taylor are players with a lot of potential who round out a solid, 
balanced class. 

HEADLINER: Charles Whitlock. Whitlock could be a lockdown 
cornerback because of his great instincts and athleticism. His play in the 
postseason, when he performed well against some of the nation’s best wide 
receivers, is an indicator of good things to come. 

SLEEPER: Devin Taylor. Taylor is a basketball player who still is 
learning football. He has a big frame (6-6) and terrific feet, two keys to a 
high ceiling on the line of scrimmage. 

BOTTOM LINE: Some struggles in-state against Clemson ham- 
pered this class. But it's a clear sign of change when the No. 22 class in the 
country can be greeted with a tinge of disappointment in Columbia. 


Ole Miss 


OVERVIEW/: Houston Nutt’s first class at Ole Miss is 

high on numbers, but his inability to hang on to some of 
former coach Ed Orgeron’s commitments stung a bit. The sting was 
tempered by the addition of some major difference-makers who came from 
the post-graduate ranks. Junior college defensive end Emmanuel 
Stephens has an explosiveness to his pass rush. The Rebels also were 
able to pick up one of the top prep school wide receivers, four-star wide 
receiver Andrew Harris. Prep school star Enrique Davis and high school 
standout Brandon Bolden are solid running backs who bring different skill 
sets to the table. While Davis is a downhill power back, Bolden brings a 
pass-catching versatility to Nutt's offense. There are a few players from the 
high school ranks who could end up being some real gems. The most 
notable player to fit that bill is Randall Mackey, who quarterbacked one of 
the nation’s top high school programs and is one of the best pure athletes 
Louisiana had to offer. 

HEADLINER: Enrique Davis. After coaching Darren McFadden 
for three years, Houston Nutt picks up the same kind of unique talent in 
Davis, who runs with incredible speed and power. 

SLEEPER: Kermit Tyler. If Tyler can progress as quickly at Ole 
Miss as he did in the practices at one national all-star game, he will be a 
major contributor down the line for the Rebels. 

BOTTOM LINE: The timing of Nutt’s hiring left his staff in a tight 
spot as far as securing recruits and targeting new ones. They lost a number 
of recruits to other programs and to junior colleges. However, Ole Miss did 
a great job of closing strong and stealing a few prizes of its own — particu- 
larly Davis, a former Auburn commitment. 


OVERVIEW/: The Volunteers got off to a slow start 

but picked up momentum late in the process. The class 
consists of several intriguing prospects. Marlon Walls brings a lot of 
athleticism to the Volunteers’ defense but is a bit of a ‘tweener. He has a 
linebacker's body, but his speed off of the edge may be too much to pass 
up as a pass rusher. Prentiss Waggner is a ball-hawking corner who 
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needs to get more physical. Still, he intercepted 25 passes over the past 
two seasons. Casey Kelly has a lot of promise as a quarterback, but he 
may end up choosing baseball before his football potential is realized. The 
biggest steal of the class could be linebacker Willie Bohannon. He 
managed to slip through the cracks despite being a dominant player in a 
major hotbed for talent (Mobile, Ala.). Along with athlete E.J. Abrams- 
Ward, the top skill players heading to Knoxville are tailback Tauren Poole 
and wide receiver Rodriguez Wilks. Poole could be another in a long line 
of powerful backs at Tennessee, and Wilks is dynamite with the ball in his 
hands but also has the versatility to end up at safety. 

HEADLINER: E.J. Abrams-Ward. He played quarterback in high 
school and will be a dangerous red-zone threat at Tennessee. He has the 
kind of athleticism to line up at a number of positions and probably would feel 
right at home on the basketball court in Thompson-Boling Arena as well. 

SLEEPER: Montori Hughes. The Volunteers may have gotten a 
steal in Hughes, a 6-5, 255-pound defensive tackle who created a huge 
buzz following a dominating performance in the Tennessee East-West 
All-Star Game. 

BOTTOM LIINE: Tennessee fans have come to expect more out 
of Phillip Fulmer’s recruiting classes. Though the Vols picked up several 
solid recruits, particularly late in the process, the laundry list of nation- 
ally recruited players who have become staples of Fulmer's classes are 
conspicuous by their absence. 


OVERVIEW: Bobby Petrino's biggest hauls in his first 

recruiting cycle at Arkansas were a freshman transfer and 
a player who already was committed. Michigan transfer Ryan Mallett gives 
Petrino his quarterback of the future, and keeping De’Anthony Curtis true 
to his commitment following the coaching change gives him the feature 
back he needs. Another success of Petrino’s first class is the phenomenal 
job he and his staff did within the state, particularly by securing his receiving 
corps of the future. Greg Childs, Chris Gragg, Basmine Jones and Jarius 
Wright are from Warren (Ark.) High, and each has the ability to play wide 
receiver and play it well. The Hogs also picked up a big one out of 
Louisiana in athlete Jerico Nelson. Finally, Petrino won a head-to-head 
battle against recruiting juggernaut USC for in-state athlete Joe Adams. 
The versatile Adams could be a corner, wide receiver or return man on the 
college level. 

HEADLINER: De’ Anthony Curtis. He is a compact back who is 
thick enough to get between the tackles but has the speed to break one at 
any time. He also is comfortable catching the ball out of the backfield and 
has the ability to be the feature back in Petrino’s offense. 

SLEEPER: Jelani Smith. The speedy linebacker is a big hitter who 
may be the best defensive pickup in the class. 

BOTTOM LINE: With a late start to his first class as Arkansas’ 
coach, Petrino has to be happy with what he was able to pull in. He picked up 
athletes who can put up big numbers in his wide-open offense, and he domi- 
nated his home state. In addition to securing the borders, Petrino was still able 
to grab a standout from one of the top high sohool programs in Louisiana. 


_ Mississippi State 


OVERVIEW: Syivester Croom was able to parlay his 

team’s success in 2007 into some blue-chip recruits. The 
jewel of the class is four-star prospect Charles Mitchell, the kind of 
physical ball-hawk who can change a game. Templeton Hardy can have a 
similar impact at the line of scrimmage and should be a disruptive force at 
defensive tackle. Joining Mitchell in the defensive backfield is Rashun 
Dixon, another player with the size and speed to play either safety or 
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cornerback. On the other side of the line, Tobias Smith was one of the 
Southeast's top late risers and is joined by the 10th best center in the 
country in John Paul Alford. 

HEADLINER: Charles Mitchell. At 5-11 and 195 pounds, Mitchell 
has the build to play safety or grow into an outside linebacker. He also has 
the cover skills and hips of a cornerback. Expect him to be a great defender 
for the Bulldogs. 

SLEEPER: Trevor Stigers. With the loss of both starting defensive 
ends, Stigers has an opportunity to make an immediate impact for the 
Bulldogs. 

BOTTOM LIINE: Following a season that saw Mississippi State’s 
defense carry the load for the Bulldogs, Croom and his staff continue to load 
up on that side of the ball. Despite some strong offensive line prospects in 
the 2008 class, offense has to be the key in the 2009 class. 


OVERVIEW: Though it isn’t the most heralded class, 

Kentucky's staff has done a good job of identifying some 
talented players who have flown under the radar. Sean Stackhouse is an 
athletic pass-catching tight end, Randall Cobb is an electrifying athlete and 
DeAunte Mason is a raw but talented dual-threat quarterback. The 
Wildcats were able to supplement some out-of-state sleepers with some of 
the top talent in Kentucky. Safety Winston Guy is an elite athlete, and wide 
receivers Aaron Boyd and E.J. Fields could provide the ‘Cats with some 
immediate help. On defense, UK coaches have high expectations for two 
South Carolina natives; defensive end Donte Rumph and cornerback 
Cartier Rice were among the top 25 prospects from that state and will be 
good players in the SEC. 

HEADLINER: Aaron Boyd. Kentucky was able to land the gem of 
the state in Boyd, the brother of former UK quarterback Shane Boyd. Aaron 
is a big, smooth wide receiver who was recruited from coast-to-coast. 

SLEEPER: William Johnson. Because of his athleticism (he 
played wide receiver and returned kicks in high school), Johnson could be a 
good one at linebacker as he continues to add weight to his 6-3 frame. 

BOTTOM LINE: The ability to get the top in-state players was 
crucial for the Wildcats. Picking up some of their biggest recruits in their 
biggest areas of need, such as wide receiver, should pay dividends as Rich 
Brooks tries to continue his recent success in Lexington. 


OVERVIEW: Vanderbilt really made an effort to shore 

up its defense with this class, particularly the defensive 
front. Johnell Thomas and Taylor Loftley are players with similar body types 
who should develop nicely in Bruce Fowler's defense. DeAndre Jones is a 
premier player in this class, and Casey Hayward brings loads of athleticism 
to the roster and could be effective in a number of positions. Offensively, 
John Cole is a Wes Welker clone and adds big-play ability and speed to the 
offense. Vandy also dipped into Florida for two sleeper prospects with size 
and athleticism in Archie Barnes and Akeem Dunham. 

HEADLINER: DeAndre Jones. You have to know where Jones 
is whenever he's on the field. He's a difference-maker who should continue 
Vanderbilt's strong linebacking tradition. 

SLEEPER: Johnell Thomas. Stout but mobile, Thomas is a force 
on the defensive line who could grow into a tackle and become a big talent 
in the SEC. 

BOTTOM LINE: The Commodores’ staff went into 11 states to 
land a crop of players it felt comfortable with. Only two signees hailed from 
Tennessee, but the progress made in Florida and Georgia could pay long- 
term dividends. 
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6. Tennessee 

7. South Carolina 
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9. Ole Miss 

10. Arkansas 

I]. Kentucky 

12. Vanderbilt 
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PICKING THE SEC 


Florida ... then LSU ... and Now it's Georgia's Turn 


SU won its second national champion- 
ship in five years to give the SEC back- 
to-back national titles. 

The Tigers have enough talent to repeat 
their SEC Championship. The front four 
might be the best in the nation. Coach 
Les Miles also has quality skill players on 
offense. 

But two things are working against LSU. 
One, the SEC hasn’t had a repeat winner 
since Tennessee in 1997-98. Secondly, 
the key to the season rests on the unreli- 
able shoulders of gifted quarterback Ryan 
Perrilloux, who was suspended for spring 
practice. 

“This is the ‘08 team, not the ‘07 team,” 
Miles said. “We're not carrying the burden 
of defending on our shoulders. If we con- 
tinue to develop and improve, we have the 
ability to win the (SEC) championship.” 

LSU will be challenged in the West by 
Auburn, which returns 17 starters and has 
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installed the spread-option offense after 
ranking 10th in the SEC in total yards. If 
quarterback Kodi Burns masters the new 
scheme, Auburn could unseat LSU. 

Alabama is rising in coach Nick Saban’s 
second season. Arkansas lost too many 
impact players. Mississippi State is too 
limited on offense. And Ole Miss went 0-8 
in the SEC. 

The East appears to be a three-team 
chase with Georgia favored over Florida. 
The Bulldogs finished last season on a 
roll, winning their last seven. Coach Mark 
Richt returns seven starters on offense, 
nine on defense and momentum. 

Florida should again lead the SEC in 
scoring and total offense, but the pass 
defense ranked last in the league. While 
seven defensive starters return, the ques- 
tion in Gainesville is: Has the defense 
matured enough? 

Tennessee has installed a new offense, 


and the Vols are solid in the skill posi- 
tions. But can the Vols run well enough 
to keep a defense that has had trouble 
stopping the run off the field? 

South Carolina will be the most improved 
team in the East. Kentucky will take a 
step back. Vanderbilt won't reach .500. 


WEST DIVISION 

Despite key losses, LSU has as much 
talent as any team in the SEC. But the 
Tigers lost several leaders in quarter- 
back Matt Flynn, fullback Jacob Hester 
and All-American defensive tackle 
Glenn Dorsey. 

If Perrilloux returns, the offense could 
be very good. If he doesn’t, the Tigers 
could be in trouble. The run game should 
be fine, but the passing game will suffer. 

LSU has another terrific defensive line. 
Tackle Ricky Jean-Francois — Miles said 
he could be as dominant as any player in 
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OFFENSE - First Tear 


QB Tim Tebow Jr. Florida 
RB Knowshon Moreno So, Georgia 
RB Arian Foster Sr. Tennessee 
| WR Percy Harvin Jr. Florida 
WR Kenny McKinley Sr. So. Carolina 
' TE Cornelius Ingram Sr. Florida 
' C Jonathan Luigs Sr. Arkansas 
OL Anthony Parker Sr. Tennessee 
’ OL Andre Smith Jr. Alabama 
OL Michael Oher Sr. Ole Miss 
OL Giron Black Jr. LSU 
AP Brandon James dr. Florida 
PK Colt David Sr. LSU 


DEFENSE - First Tearn 


DL Greg Hardy dr. Ole Miss 
DL Tyson Jackson Sr, LSU 
DL Peria Jerry Sr. Ole Miss 
DL Sen'Derrick Marks — Jr. Auburn 
LB Tray Blackmon Jr. Auburn 
LB Eric Norwood Jr. So, Carolina 
LB Brandon Spikes Jr. Florida 
DB Eric Berry So. — Tennessee 
DB Rashad Johnson Sr. Alabama 
+ DB Captain Munnerlyn Jr, So. Carolina 
| DB Derek Pegues Sr. Miss. State 
P Ryan Succop Sr. So, Carolina 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Matt Stafford Jr. Georgia 
RB Terry Grant So. Alabama 
RB Anthony Dixon Jr. Miss. State 
WR Lucas Taylor Sr. Tennessee 
WR Demetrius Byrd Sr. LSU 
| TE Richard Dickson Jr. LSU 
C Brett Helms Sr, LSU 
OL Antoine Caldwell Sr. Alabama 
OL Herman Johnson — Sr, LSU 
| OL Ramon Foster Sr. Tennessee 
_ OL Tyronne Green Sr. Auburn 
| AP. Javier Arenas Jr, Alabama 
PK Leigh Tiffin Jr. Alabama 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL Geno Atkins Jr. Georgia 
DL Ricky Jean-Francois Jr. LSU 
DL Jeff Owens Sr, Georgia 
DL Jeremy Jarmon Jr, Kentucky 
LB Rico McCoy Jr. Tennessee 
LB Darry Beckwith Sr. LSU 
LB Rolando McClain —_So, Alabama 
DB. Jerraud Powers Jr. Auburn 
DB Asher Allen Jr. Georgia 
DB D.J. Moore Jr. Vanderbilt 
DB Trevard Lindley dr. Kentucky 
P Ryan Shoemaker So. Auburn 
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the country — replaces Dorsey. 

If LSU slips, Auburn is poised to pounce. 
With limited preparation time, Auburn ran 
the spread option in a bowl game against 
Clemson and had season-highs in yards 
and plays. 

Auburn has a quality offensive line and 
another standout defense. 

Alabama returns nine offensive starters 
and should be able to score some points. 
Can the defense — average at the point 
of attack — stop opponents in key situ- 
ations? 

Bobby Petrino takes over at Arkansas, 
but he doesn’t have Darren McFadden or 
Felix Jones to run the ball and he lost six 
defensive starters. 

Mississippi State returns 15 starters 
from an eight-win team — scoring vic- 
tories over Auburn and Alabama — and 
should again be stout on defense. But the 
offense is too conservative. 

Ole Miss has lost 18 of its past 20 SEC 
games but gets a new start under coach 
Houston Nutt. The Rebels will be the SEC’s 
most improved team. Quarterback Jevan 
Snead, a Texas transfer, should help the 
offense improve. 


EAST DIVISION 
Georgia is a popular pick to win the 
SEC, and is Lindy’s choice to win the 


Offensive 
Player of the 
Year 


Tim Tebow 
QB, Florida 


Knowshon Moreno 
RB, Georgia 


' Most accurate passer 
| Strongest arm 4 
Coolest in the clutch 


Toughest to bring down 
| Best hands 


Most dangerous deep threat 
Best pass blocker 
Best run blocker 
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Best cover comer 
Best pass rusher 
| Special teams demon 


Tim Tebow 


___ Greg Hardy, DE 


national title. 

The Bulldogs return quarterback Matt 
Stafford, running back Knowshon Moreno 
and nine defensive starters from the 
nation’s No. 2 team. The biggest obstacle 
is a schedule that includes games against 
six coaches who have won a national 
championship. 

Richt surrendered play-calling duties 
last season, giving him time to scheme up 
motivational ploys. 

Florida's Tim Tebow became the first 
sophomore to win the Heisman Trophy. 
He accounted for more than 4,200 yards 
— 898 rushing. Coach Urban Meyer has 
vowed Tebow won't run as much as he 
did last year. The defense, shredded for 
an SEC-worst 258.5 passing yards per 
game, returns seven starters, three in the 
secondary. 

Much of Tennessee’s success will rest 
on the shoulders of junior quarterback 
Jonathan Crompton and the run defense. 
The secondary, a weakness last year, 
should be a strength. 

South Carolina is looking for solid 
quarterback play, which is important. A 
defense that returns nine starters — and 
the return of injured players — is more 
important. It was last in the SEC against 
the run. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the of the 


Year Year 


Jevan Snead 
QB, Ole Miss 


Eric Berry 
SS, Tennessee 


Florida 

—— Georgia 

Florida 
Florida 
Georgia _ 

South Carolina 

Florida 

Alabama 

Ole Miss 

South Carolina 

Ole Miss 

Tennessee 


Matt Stafford 
TimTebow 
Tim Tebow, OB 
Knowshon Moreno, RB 
Kenny McKinley, WR 
Percy Harvin, WR 
Andre Smith, OT 
Michael Oher, OT 
Captain Munnerlyn 


Nick Reveiz 
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Alabama-Clemson (Atlanta) / Bama plays big game at neutral site for second year in a row. \ 


Kentucky at Louisville 
Tennessee at UCLA 
Miami at Florida 


Arkansas at Texas 
Georgia at South Carolina 


Florida at Tennessee 
LSU at Auburn 
Georgia at Arizona State 


Alabama at Georgia 
Tennessee at Auburn 


LSU at Florida 
Tennessee at Georgia 


Auburn at West Virginia 
Ole Miss at Arkansas 


Alabama at Tennessee 
Georgia at LSU 


Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 


Alabama at LSU 


Georgia at Auburn 
South Carolina at Florida 


isu at eke (Little Rock) 


NE at Alabama 
Florida at Florida State 
Georgia Tech at Georgia 
South Carolina at Clemson 


1. Tim Tebow 


Last five winners of this matchup have averaged almost 40 points. 
ESPN game could set tone for teams installing new offenses. 
Bitten in-state rivals haven't met since Miami won in 2003, 


Intriguing matchup of old Southwest Conference foes. 
Bulldogs seek revenge for lackluster loss last year. 


Winner often wing East, but UT bucked the odds in ‘07, 
Auburn has won past four over LSU on the Plains. 
Bulldogs rarely go west for non-conference games. 


Georgia must hold serve at home to win the SEC East. 
Auburn has lost at home to UT just once since 1980. 


Key SEC game is a battle of past two national champions. 
Vols are 6-2 in last eight trips to Athens; won the past two, 


Matchup of spread options; Mississippi State was routed here last year. 


Houston Nutt makes return after 10 years as Hogs coach. 
Tide has lost last two in Knoxville by combined seven points. 
In 2005 SEC title game, Bulldogs routed LSU by 20. 
Gators owned this series until Bulldog surprise last year. 


LSU has won five in a row, but Tide is 15-3-1 at LSU since 1971. 


Dawgs have routed Tuberville's Tigers two years in a row, 
Always intriguing matchup when Spurrier goes to The Swamp. 


This day-after-Thanksgiving contest has yielded several upsets, 


Auburn has won Iron Bowl a record six consecutive years. 
Gators try to maintain superiority over in-state challengers. 
Bulldogs have stung Yellow Jackets six consecutive times. 
When teams aren't fighting, outcome is usually close. 


Jr. 


Florida 


Champ BCS (national title game 
if ranked #1 or #2, 
otherwise Sugar) 

SEC #2 Capital One vs. Big Ten #2 


SEC #3-5 Outback vs. Big Ten #3 
SEC #3-5 Cotton vs. Big 12 #2 

SEC #3-5 Chick-fil-A vs. ACC #3 

SEC #6-8 Music City vs. ACC 

SEC #6-8 Liberty vs. Conference USA 
SEC #6-8 Independence vs. Big 12 


Sully: sophomore: to va the Herne, eit arm and eae ability. 


10. Eric Berry 
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A seis a hard hitter, and all the athleticism i in the world. 
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AROUND THE SEC 


Big Coaching Changes Aren’t Always at the Top 


he SEC experienced an inordinate num- 

ber of coordinator changes over the 
winter — 11 to be exact. 

Only four schools — Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky and Vanderbilt — stayed pat. 
Arkansas, Ole Miss and Auburn made two 
changes. 

Auburn's Tommy Tuberville fired offen- 
sive coordinator Al Borges and hired Tony 
Franklin from Troy to run the spread 
option. Auburn defensive coordinator Will 
Muschamp took off for Texas and was 
replaced by Paul Rhoads of Pittsburgh, 
which ranked fifth in the nation in total 
defense. 

Ole Miss hired Houston Nutt from 
Arkansas as head coach, and Nutt hired 
Tyrone Nix from South Carolina as defen- 
sive coordinator and Kent Austin from the 
CFL as offensive coordinator. 

Arkansas replaced Nutt with Bobby 
Petrino, who hired his brother, Paul, to 
run the offense and Willy Robinson to run 
the defense. 

After Bo Pelini left LSU for the head 
coaching job at Nebraska, Tigers coach 
Les Miles hired Doug Mallory and Bradley 


Peveto as co-defensive coordinators. 

Alabama lost offensive coordinator 
Major Applewhite to Texas and Nick Saban 
hired Jim McElwain from Fresno State. 

South Carolina hired Ellis Johnson to 
replace the departed Nix as defensive 
coordinator and Steve Spurrier said he 
would hand over play-calling duties to his 
son, Steve Jr. 

Mississippi State promoted Charlie 
Harbison to run the defense after Johnson 
left for South Carolina. 

At Tennessee, after David Cutcliffe was 
hired as Duke’s head coach, the Vols went 
outside the family for the first time in 
more than 20 years to hire an offensive 
coordinator, landing Dave Clawson, who 
was head coach of Richmond from the 
Football Championship Subdivision. 


TURNING PRO 

The SEC lost six players early to the 
NFL. 

Arkansas was hit hardest, losing run- 
ning backs Darren McFadden and Felix 
Jones. Tennessee lost All-SEC middle line- 
backer Jerod Mayo. Florida lost its top 


pass rusher, Derrick Harvey. 

Vanderbilt lost Earl Bennett, the SEC's 
all-time leading receiver. Auburn defen- 
sive tackle Pat Sims also declared early. 

Ole Miss offensive tackle Michael Oher 
declared, then withdrew his name at the 
urging of Patrick Willis, a former team- 
mate with the Rebels. 

Willis, a linebacker, has a good per- 
spective. He was selected the NFL Rookie 
Defensive Player of the Year after staying 
four years in college. 


NON-CONFERENCE FOES 

The SEC has seven non-conference 
games that would stack up with any con- 
ference in the country. 

Tennessee opens the season on Labor 
Day at UCLA, which will mark the antici- 
pated debut of new Bruins coach Rick 
Neuheisel. 

Alabama tackles clear ACC favorite 
Clemson in the Georgia Dome on Aug. 30. 

Florida plays host to Miami on Sept. 
6. Arkansas travels to Texas on Sept. 13. 
Georgia heads west to face Arizona State 
on Sept. 20. 


Four-Year Standings 


Taking a four-year snapshot of the league, Auburn is still on top based on the strength of its 13-0 season in 2004. 
That record will be coming off the four-year books after this season, so those Tigers might be ceding the top spot to 


the other Tigers from LSU. 


Alabama and South Carolina have been barely under .500 in this stretch, but both teams have the talent to make 
2008 a happy season. Mississippi State got back into the postseason business last year, as all 10 SEC teams have been 


bowling in the past four years. 


Team SEC Pet. All Pct. ChDv MB Comment 
Auburn 266 ©6818 2884s) 4~S——SsCAmazingly, SEC wins have shrunk years inarow. 
LSU 257 781 9488 «= 828 i, ae pty Sa | 34 wins in last three years, with no sign of slowdown. 
Georgia 2210 688401278811 2~SsS«S*«WNce finish t0 ‘07 gives Bulldogs momentum, = 
Florida 21-11 «856 = 88-13 745 ied as Other than great ‘06, Gators are 14-10 in league. 
Tennessee “21 656 17,——‘«wF(<té«éiSSCt:*« One of only two teams with a pair of division titles, 
Arkansas 16-16 500 27-22 551 aie ta) “2 Petrino itad better win 10 every season. 

Alabama 1517 «48929-21580 0 o 4 Sub-.500, but maybe things are settling down. = 
South Carolina 15-17 48927-2162 oo 0 2 Gamecocks are nothing if not inconsistent. 

Kentucky 10-22 312 «21-2788 wo o 2 Can Wildcats continue to rise? ‘ 
Mississippi State 824 250 17-28 370 ce. 0 4 Areal breakthrough in 2007. 

Vanderhitt 725 06=—218'(si«éi-8O.S««8B oo oOo oO Close last year, but Commodores are still waiting. 
Ole Miss 626 188 1432 304 Sie, st Po Revolving door continues in Oxford. 


Note: M=Major Bowl (BES); B=Bowls 
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Auburn goes to West Virginia on Oct. 23 
in a battle of spread options. 

And Florida plays at Florida State on 
Nov. 29. 

Those are the marquee matchups but 
not the only ones of interest. 

South Carolina opens against North 
Carolina State and closes at Clemson. 
Arkansas on Nov. 1 plays host to Tulsa, 
which features offensive coordinator Guz 
Malzahn, a former Hog assistant whose 
passing offense never found traction in 
Arkansas. 

Georgia hosts Georgia Tech on Nov. 
29. And Kentucky opens the season at 
Louisville. 

Last we forget, defending national 
champion LSU opens the season against 
another defending national champion — 
and giant killer — Appalachian State. 


Georgia might have the nation’s tough- 
est schedule. 

The Bulldogs are the only SEC team 
to face five SEC coaches who have won 
national championships: South Carolina's 
Steve Spurrier (at Florida), Alabama’s 
Nick Saban (at LSU), Tennessee’s Phillip 
Fulmer, LSU’s Les Miles and Florida’s 
Urban Meyer. 

Georgia also plays against Arizona 
State and Dennis Erickson, who won two 
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national championships at Miami. 

What's more, the Dawgs play Auburn 
and Tommy Tuberville, who went 13-0 in 
2004 but were denied a chance to play for 
the BCS national title. 

Coach Mark Richt has SEC away games 
against LSU, Florida and Auburn and 
plays at ASU. And the Dawgs face the top 
three teams in the West: LSU, Auburn, 
Alabama. 

Alabama has the hardest SEC road sched- 
ule: Arkansas, Georgia, Tennessee, LSU. 

Auburn and Vanderbilt have the tough- 
est home schedules. Auburn plays host 
to LSU, Tennessee, Arkansas and Georgia. 
Vandy hosts South Carolina, Auburn, 
Florida, Tennessee. 

Alabama has the easiest home sched- 
ule: Kentucky, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Auburn. 

Auburn has the easiest road schedule: 
Mississippi State, Vanderbilt, Ole Miss, 
Alabama. 

Mississippi State catches a break by miss- 
ing Georgia, Florida and South Carolina in 
its crossover games against the East. 


e LSU's win over Ohio State in January 
gave the SEC a third national champion- 
ship in five years, its fourth in 10 years 
and its sixth since expansion in 1992 
— when many coaches feared the league 


Photo by: Chris Graythen/Getty Images 


would never win another. 

The SEC is the first conference to win 
back-to-back BCS titles. The SEC is 4-0 in 
BCS games over the past two seasons and 
is 11-4 overall. 

¢ The SEC won seven bowl games, a 
record for any conference. That included 
BCS wins by LSU and Georgia. 

¢ Spring game crowds were startling in 
the SEC. 

After drawing a record 92,000 last 
year, Alabama got more than 78,000 to 
watch a 7-6 team. Florida drew more than 
60,000 and had its spring game televised 
by ESPN. 

Ole Miss had more than 28,000, topping 
the attendance of one of its regular-sea- 
son home games in ‘07. Arkansas broke its 
school record of 31,000 set in 1972. 

e Florida’s Heisman-winning quarter- 
back Tim Tebow ran for 23 touchdowns 
last season. If he does it again, he will 
break the SEC career record of 53, set by 
LSU's Kevin Faulk from 1995-98. Tebow 
enters the season with 31 touchdowns. 

e Which SEC team has the best record 
in the past 10 years? If you said Georgia, 
you're right. The Bulldogs are 97-30 over 
that span and are the only program to fin- 
ish in the AP Top 25 each season. 

Florida and Tennessee have the second- 
best record among SEC teams — 93-34 — 
in the past 10 years. 
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QUARTERBACKS 


Qo 0 quarterbacks rank well above the rest of 

1, Florida. Ts field — Tim Tebow of Florida and Matt 
SC Stafford of Georgia. 
cp Georgia Tebow, the only sophomore to win the Heisman 
Trophy, proved doubters wrong by ranking second 
in the nation in passing efficiency, completing 66.9 
percent of his passes for 3,286 yards. He threw 32 
touchdowns and only six interceptions. He ran for 
895 yards in the spread option as the Gators led the 
SEC in scoring. 

But Tebow did suffer the effects of running a lot, 
bruising his shoulder down the stretch. 

Stafford emerged in the second half of his sopho- 
more season. He ranked fourth in the SEC in passing 
efficiency after hitting 55.7 percent of his passes for 
2,523 yards and 19 touchdowns. He should benefit 
from an improved receiving corps. 

The dropoff from Tebow and Stafford is considerable 
as half the teams break in a new quarterback. Kentucky 
and Tennessee lost outstanding quarterbacks. LSU 
would rank third with gifted Ryan Perrilloux, but he is 
unreliable and was suspended from spring ball. 

Three quarterbacks who could prove productive are 
John Parker Wilson at Alabama, Auburn's Kodi Burns, 
who will direct the spread option, and Ole Miss’ Jevan 
Snead, a Texas transfer who had a strong spring. 


LA ees 
3. Alabama 


“4. Ole Miss 


Cea... » 
5, Auburn 


6. Tennessee _ 


‘7, So. Caralina 
“B. LSU : 


40. Vanderbilt > 


“MW. Arkansas 


Te. Miss. State 


RECEIVERS 


Florida k FOr is one zm the Lda SEC teams eee 

with outstanding receivers. Percy Harvin is 
one of the nation’s most dynamic players. He 
would have caught more passes (59) except he 
was too busy ranking second in rushing (764) to 
Tim Tebow. Louis Murphy emerged to catch 37 
passes and Cornelius Ingram is the premier tight 
end in the SEC. 

Tennessee returns three wideouts — Lucas 
Taylor, Josh Briscoe and Austin Rogers — who 
combined to catch 185 passes, and two of the 
most talented athletes on the team are Gerald 
Jones and Denarius Moore. The Vols are deep 
enough to use a seven-man rotation. 

LSU's Demetrius Byrd (35 catches) could 
become a big-time receiver. Brandon LaFell gets 
open, but drops too many passes. Tight end 
Richard Dickson is one of the SEC's best. South 
Carolina's Kenny McKinley (77 catches) is one 
of the league's top receivers and Jared Cook and 
Dion Lecorn are nice complements. 

It's amazing that no Georgia receiver caught 
more than 39 passes last season. Mohamed 
Massaquoi (32) could have a breakout year. At 
6-6, tight end Tripp Chandler is an inviting target. 


“G, 50. Carolina” 
S.Georgia 
6. Alabama 


9. Auburn. ee 
10. Arkansas > 
Il. Miss, State ~ 


2. Vanderbilt > 
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FATING THE SEC 


\ 


‘|. Georgia > 


2. Tennessee > 


3.Aubun 
4. Alabama ~~ 


r RUNNING BACKS 
he SEC lost two-time Heisman Trophy runner- \ 


up Darren McFadden and four other 1,000-yard 
rushers, but plenty of big-time backs return. 

After Knowshon Moreno became Georgia's starter, 
the Bulldogs won their last seven games. Moreno 
rushed for 1,334 yards — the most by a Dawg 
freshman since Herschel Walker in 1980 — and 
scored 14 touchdowns. Caleb King, a touted fresh- 
man signee last year, was impressive in the spring, 


isl sae giving Georgia a strong 1-2 punch. And Brannan 
“aieSe Southerland might be the best fullback in the SEC. 
eC‘ ennesee’s ‘Arian Foster, who bypassed the NFL 
6. Miss. State Draft, rushed for 1,193 yards last year and is 684 from 


7. Florida 


8. Kentucky > 


“9. So. Carolina » 
10. Ole Miss. ii] 
‘Wi Arkansas > 


‘2. Vanderbilt > 


{sisi 


“2. Aubum = 


being the Vols’ career leader. Injury-prone Montario 
Hardesty and Lennon Creer are solid backups. 
Richard Murphy, LSU's fourth-team tailback last 
year, had a terrific spring game. Keiland Williams (478 
yards) is the starter with strong depth from speedster 
Trindon Holliday and Charles Scott. Alabama has a 
potential 1,000-yard rusher in Terry Grant (891 yards) 
and capable backups in Glen Coffee and Roy Upchurch. 
Auburn has a talented threesome with Ben 
Tate (903 yards), Brad Lester and Mario Fannin. 
Mississippi State’s Anthony Dixon is one of three 
SEC returnees who gained 1,000 yards last year. 
Kentucky goes four deep with 5-7, 220-pound 
Moncell Allen a spring surprise. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 
S. becoming an SEC power, LSU has ' 


consistently fielded an outstanding offensive 
line, and this year is no exception. Left tackle Ciron 
Black and center Brett Helms are All-SEC candi- 
dates, while massive Herman Johnson anchors the 


=n Alabama ' &, left guard spot. The Tigers return four starters from 
a unit that helped the team rank second in the SEC 

§ y, Tennessee ) _ in scoring and rushing. 
= Auburn returns five starters, good news for a team 
Florida. > introducing the spread option attack. Guard Tyronne 


8, le Miss 


12. Vanderbilt 


6. Arkansas > 


7, Miss. State > 


?. 


Georgia ; 
10, So. Carolina 


Green is one of the league’s most underrated play- 
ers. Alabama returns four starters, led by left tackle 
Andre Smith and the versatile Antoine Caldwell. 

Tennessee returns four starters from a unit that 
allowed an NCAA-best four sacks. However, the Vols 
ranked eighth in the league in rushing and must 
improve in run blocking. Florida led the league in 
scoring and total offense and was third in rushing, 
but that had more to do with Tim Tebow and Percy 
Harvin than great blocking. 

Arkansas has Rimington Award-winning center 
Jonathan Luigs and two other starters from the 
SEC’s top rushing team, but the line had trouble 
adjusting to a new offense in the spring. 

Another outstanding offensive lineman is Ole Miss 
tackle Michael Oher, who could be a high first-round 

draft pick. 
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Defending Champs are the Strongest Along the Lines 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


(isle ae Di bee anybody reload its front four like LSU? 
es , Despite losing several stars recently to the 
See NFL, nobody in the SEC can match LSU's defen- 
rs Georgia _ sive line. End Tyson Jackson is a future NFL pick 
and Kirston Pittman recorded eight sacks. Marlon 
Favorite is an outstanding tackle. And tackle Ricky 
Jean-Francois, a junior who was academically ineli- 
gible for the first 12 games last year, is a dominant 
player who has been compared to All-American 
Glenn Dorsey. LSU led the SEC in total defense and 
was third in the nation. 

Georgia has two of the top tackles in the league in 
Geno Atkins and Jeff Owens, who helped the Dawgs 
rank No. 3 in run defense. 

Despite ranking 11th in the SEC in run defense, 
Ole Miss has two of the SEC's better defensive line- 
men. Greg Hardy had an SEC-best 10 sacks last year 
and tackle Peria Jerry is a strong NFL prospect. 

Auburn has standout tackle in Sen’Derrick Marks, 
and end Antonio Coleman was fourth in the SEC 
with 18.5 tackles for loss (8.5 sacks). Tennessee 
returns two good tackles in Demonte’ Bolden and 
Dan Williams, and has an emerging star in end 


Il. Arkansas. Robert Ayers. 
Kentucky defensive end Jeremy Jarmon had nine 


R |. Vanderbilt » sacks, the second-best among returners. 


SECONDARY 


ienicsaina> Sit, Carolina couldn't stop the run last season, 


but it could stop the pass, ranking first in the 
Penryn oe MESON SEC in passing yards allowed and fourth in the nation. 
“2. Miss. State ~ _ As Steve Spurrier said in 2007: “We can cover.” 

The entire secondary returns, led by hard-hitting 
safety Emanuel Cook, super cover corner Captain 
Munnerlyn and senior corner Carlos Thomas. The 
Gamecocks allowed 168.8 passing yards per game 
and had 14 interceptions. 

Mississippi State also returns all four starters, 
led by All-SEC free safety Derek Pegues, who had 
five interceptions. The Bulldogs were seventh in the 
nation in pass defense (174.9 yards per game). 

Tennessee, which ranked 11th in the SEC and 73rd in 
the nation in pass defense, turned things around in the 
last two games and should be much improved. Strong 
safety Eric Berry had five interceptions for a school- 
record 222 return yards. Safety Demetrice Morley 
returns after missing last season for academic reasons. 
Brent Vinson, Antonio Gaines, DeAngelo Willingham 
and Marsalous Johnson have starting experience. 

Auburn has one of the SEC’s top corners in Jerraud 
Powers (four interceptions), Alabama has one of the 
top safeties in Rashad Johnson (six interceptions and 
a team-high 94 tackles). Vanderbilt cornerback D.J. 
Moore tied for the SEC lead with six picks. 


LINEBACKERS 


ASEines he SEC is loaded with middle linebackers, but | 


1. So. Carolina : not many teams are exceptional in this area. 
Foe ae If Jasper Brinkley recovers from last season's 
2. Florida "injury, South Carolina could be the class of the field. 
: Brinkley was so valuable that after he went out, the 
3. Georgia Gamecocks finished last in the SEC against the run. 
With end Eric Norwood (19.5 tackles for loss, six 
¢ U. Auburn » sacks) moving to outside linebacker, and the return 


of starters Marvin Sapp and Rodney Paulk, South 


“SS ~_sCGarolina has the best group. 
5, Miss. State P 


Florida’s Brandon Spikes (131 tackles) had a ter- 


— => __ tific sophomore season and ranks high on NFL Draft 
6. Tennessee lists. He is flanked by returning starters Dustin Doe 


7, LSU “i 


(85 tackles) and A.J. Jones. Georgia returns three 
starting linebackers, led by Dannell Ellerbe (93 tack- 
les, 12 for loss). 


é 8. Alabama s) Auburn junior Tray Blackmon might be the SEC’s 

: 1 . most talented linebacker, but he has yet to play 
i) ; Ble Miss > a full season. Chris Evans and Craig Stevens are 
coe 


returning starters. At Mississippi State, Jamar 
Chaney (89 tackles) and Dominic Douglas (78) 


‘10. Kentucky form a strong 1-2 punch. 


WA 


LSU returns star middle linebacker Darry Beckwith 
(95 tackles). Alabama has a talented linebacker in 
sophomore Rolando McClain, while Tennessee's 


f 


tkansas 


. 


EE, FN 
12. Vanderbilt Rico McCoy made second-team All-SEC. 


(Aiebama > A 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
labama’s Javier Arenas and Florida's \ 


Brandon James are short in stature — both 


———— sounder 5-9 — but big on returns. 


' 2. Florida Arenas averaged 15.4 yards per punt return to 
rank seventh in the nation, and 24.3 on kick returns 
V2) = Cpa 
3. Tennessee to rank sixth in the SEC. James was even better, 


leading the SEC in punt returns (18.1) and ranking 


a 


Setar eee 
5 


y LSU second in kick returns (28.0). James was second 
nationally in punt returns and 17th in kick returns. 
Alabama gets the overall nod on special teams 
because of kicker Leigh Tiffin, who was 25 of 34 on 


. 5a. Carolina 


———————__ field goal attempts last season. Florida is breaking 


6. Ruburn in a new kicker. 
———— Small seems better than tall when it comes to 
7. Miss. State returns. LSU's Trindon Holliday, an NCAA sprint 


champion, is 5-5, 159, but he averaged 26.2 on 


———. . 3 
8 Georgia \ kick returns. LSU also boasts the best kicker 


in the league in Colt David, who led the SEC in 


@ Ole Miss ™ scoring (141 points) and converted 26 of 33 field 


goal attempts. 
South Carolina’s Ryan Succop is the SEC's only 


10. Kentucky , dual-threat kicker, averaging 41.6 yards per punt 


and making 13 of 17 field goals. Tennessee's 


il. ‘Arkansas Dennis Rogan averaged 29.5 on kick returns and 


i 


9.7 on punt returns; the Vols’ Daniel Lincoln is a 
solid kicker. 


12, Vanderbilt 
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By Nate Allen 


Bobby Petrino's offensive coordinator 
knows Arkansas’ new head football 
coach like a brother. 

So who better to ask than Paul 
Petrino what Bobby Petrino brings to 
the coaching table? 

The younger Petrino doesn’t: hesitate. 

“I think the best thing he does,” 
Paul Petrino said, “is dissect the 
defense. Find the best way to attack 
them. And he does a great job in mak- 
ing sure all of his assistants pay atten- 
tion.to detail and do everything it 
takes’ to be successful. 

“He's businesslike,” Paul said of his 
brother/boss. “He's going to make sure 
he’sees what's happening and correct 
it. He's coaching every play. He’s 
involved. Where some head coaches 
walk around practice and talk to boost- 
ers, he’s coaching.” 

In-thatycase, he'll need to be win- 
ning, too. 

The Montana native.isn’t naturally 
the warmest guy/in.Dixie, but he’s 
coached enough in the South to know 
he must press the flesh. 
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The Petrino approach is no frills — 
learned at the knee of their father, Bob 
Petrino Sr., who coached them at Carroll 
College in Montana. Bobby went on to 
spend a 20-year apprenticeship bouncing 
through the West (Weber State, Idaho, 
Utah State, Arizona State, Nevada) and 
in the Southeast (Louisville, Auburn, 
Jacksonville) before landing a head 
coaching job at Louisville. 

And recently, he has been bouncing 
around again, spending less than a year 
as the Atlanta Falcons head coach 
before jumping off that sunken ship 
and landing at Arkansas. 

The messy transition from the 
Falcons to the Razorbacks drew more 
than a few howls from Atlanta, from 
NFL circles, from ESPN, and ... well, 
from lots of places. But at Arkansas, he 
is experiencing the support of what 
seems to be the whole state, with a 
passion he’s never experienced before. 

Arkansas fans can’t wait to see his 
offense in action — the one at 
Louisville was one of the best in college 
football. 


Petrino said Louisville as a city and 


Kentucky as a-state couldn't approach 


the football passion he's experienced 


speaking and recruiting in Arkansas, 
“The difference was the amount of 
excitement for football here in the 
state of Arkansas,” he said. “I think 
Auburn was pretty similar as support _ 
for football, but we had to share that 
with the University of Alabama: We 
don't have to do that here at all.” 
Instead he has to share more of his 
precious private time. : 


“Yeah, it's been a lot more than what 


I have been accustomed to,” Petrino 
said of the Razorback Clubs and other 
obligations. “That's just part of it, par- . 
ticularly that first year. The only time 
we really say ‘No’ now is if we have 
something else scheduled. That's just 
part of it.” 

It's a huge part of his offseason job 
— to help the whole of Arkansas foot- 
ball become unified after a fractious last 
couple of seasons under Houston Nutt. 

“There are times,” Petrino said, “you 
wish you had more time in the meeting 
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room and more time watching video; but you just have to under- 
stand that’s one of the aspects of being a head coach.” 

By the time he'd been in Arkansas for even a few hours he was 
already way more popular in what are now his friendly confines 
of the Natural State than he was in other places. 

Atlantans were calling him a quitter, traitor, and worse — and 
that was perhaps preferable to some of the characterizations 
thrown at him by national: observers on ESPN and the like. 

He really couldn't expect much else, though, considering he left 
the Falcons in December before the close of his lone NFL head 
coaching season. What's more, team owner Arthur Blank said 
Petrino twice told him point-blank - including the very day 
before he quit = that he wasn't leaving the team. Then the coach 
let his players know via a note in their lockers. 

The Falcons job hadn’t been anything like he thought he was 
getting into, with Michael Vick’s career imploding over the dog- 
fighting scandal, and the team on the wrong end of a succession 
of blowouts.en route to a 3-10 start. 

So arriving in Fayetteville to unbridled enthusiasm and support 
was gratifying for the new coach. He insists, though, he didn’t 
need fortifying against criticism that he ignored. 

“T didn’t watch it. I didn’t pay attention to it,” Petrino said. 

"Now my wife has made some comments to me, and other peo- 
ple have-said, when I've been at the Razorback functions’ or what- 
ever, ‘We don't care what ESPN says; but to be honest with you, I 
didn’t listen to it or hear any of it.” 

He seems comfortable in his own skin even if some have 
verbally fried it. 

“I know this, I've always been able to look in the mirror and 
say that I work as hard as. 1 can for the game:of football and do 
everything I think I can possibly do to help young men grow and 
get better,” Petrino said. 

That’s why he’s’so happy to get back into the college game. But 
even in college football, his constant search for other jobs has 
people rolling their eyes at his long-term proclamations. 

After all, he signed a 10-year deal at Louisville five months 
before leaving for Atlanta, and he signed a five-year deal with the 
Falcons that lasted 11 months.... and now it’s a five-year deal 
worth $14.25 million. 

“I feel comfortable with how much energy and how much effort 
I've put into my career,” said Petrino, 47. 

Offense is Bobby's bag: While Paul has the coordinator’s title 
and organizes.— Paul and the staff all offer input — Bobby is 
the play-caller. The offensive buck starts and stops with him. 

But Petrino doesn’t just leave the other side to assistants. 
Bobby says he makes sure not to undermine Willy Robinson, his 
defensive coordinator. But head coach means head coach, not just 
offensive head coach. 

“T spend.a lot of time with the defense,” Petrino.said. “I have 
great. confidence in Willy Robinson. I have been watching him 
coach-a long, long time and always admired the way he coached. 

“But there are certain things I really want us to do defensively 
because I know how much pressure they put on offenses. So 1 
spend a lot of time watching video on defense. I want to make 
sure I am heavily involved.” 

That's the way he is in everything, Paul Petrino said. 

“He's in the room with us, drawing cards and everything else,” 
Paul said. “He’s a head coach, but still a coach.” 

Tt would go against all Bobby Petrino craves to do it any 
other way. 

“T like the preparation,” the head coach said. “I like the game 
planning. Llike to be able to tell a young man, ‘This is what's 
going to happen. This is how we are going to attack it, this is 
going to be’ the outcome’ ... arid then have it happen that way.” 

Doing all that, plus recruiting, doesn’t leave much time to talk 
to those boosters he doesn’t talk to at practice. 

But he must find time sometimes, he knows. = 


help young men grow aa get better,” Petrino said. 
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MISSISSIPPI 


, THINGS ARE LOOKING UP 
Rl SING IN STARKVILLE & OXFORD 


MISSISSIPPI STATE’S RUNNING BACK ANTHONY DIXON (24), JASON 
HUSBAND (82) AND TONY BURKS (4) CARRYING THE “COLDEN ECC.” 
TROPHY AFTER BEATING THE OLE MISS REBELS (17-14) IN THE ECC BOWL 
AT DAVIS WADE STADIUM, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
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hen teams from Mississippi 
have won the SEC football 

championship, much of the 
world has paused and wept. 

Oh, not about the games, but it just 
so happens that the last time Ole Miss 
and Mississippi State added SEC hard- 
ware to their trophy cases, their glory 
on the gridiron coincided with some of 
the darkest moments in U.S. history. 

November 1963. 

December 1941, 

It was 45 years ago when Johnny 
Vaught’s Ole Miss Rebels captured their 
most recent SEC title, coming soon 
after the assassination of President 
John F, Kennedy. 

And 22 years before that, Mississippi 
State captured the SEC title with a 
memorable 6-0 victory over Ole Miss 
just a few days before Pearl Harbor was 
bombed, starting World War II for the 
United States. 

Since those two championships by Ole 
Miss and Mississippi State, the state of 
football in the Magnolia State has been 
on the outside looking in at champion- 
ship celebrations. In fact, the football 
history has often been dismal with just 
occasional bright spots to interrupt the 
succession of losing seasons. 

It wasn’t always like that. 

In that 1963 season, the Rebels fin- 
ished the SEC season with a 5-0-1 
record and 7-0-2 overall. It was their 
second consecutive SEC title and there 
was no sign that the Ole Miss Express 
was going to slow down any time soon. 

Ole Miss accepted a bid to the Sugar 
Bowl, but Alabama upset the Rebels 
12-7 in that game ... and they're still 
seeking their next SEC championship. 

But as long a drought as that is, it 
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has been even longer for the Rebels’ 
arch-rival Mississippi State. They were 
known as the Maroons back when they 
clinched the SEC crown on Nov. 29,, 
1941, and oddly enough, they hit the 
road for one last game. The Maroons 
traveled to San Francisco, where they 
beat the Dons 26-13 in a game that was 
concluded just hours before the Pearl 
Harbor attack. 

State hasn't really been close to an 
SEC title since then. 

But in case you haven't noticed, 
things seem to be changing in 
Starkville and Oxford. 

Mississippi State is fresh off an 8-5 
season that includes wins over ranked 
teams Alabama and Kentucky, and an 
Auburn team that was ranked by the 
end of the season. The Bulldogs con- 
cluded the season with an AutoZone 
Liberty Bowl victory over UCF. 

It was State's first winning season 
since 2000 and it came after three years 
of hard work by Sylvester Croom, rebuild- 
ing a program he inherited in 2004 when 
he became the first African-American 
head football coach in the league. 

“Tt is difficult to describe where we 
were and how far we had to go to be 
competitive in the SEC,” Croom said. “I 
didn’t think we were an SEC quality 


football team. We couldn't compete with 


anybody in the conference. Our goal 
was to change the attitude. Our goal is 
to get a positive attitude with players 
that were here and with recruits. 

“We had to create an environment 
where top prospects wanted to come 
here. We had to rebuild the program 
athletically and academically.” 

It did not go smoothly. Croom had to 
weed out players who didn’t share his 
view of what it takes to become a win- 
ning program. The first two years were 
3-8 years followed by a 3-9 in 2006. 

But there were encouraging signs. 

Croom’s first team beat 20th-ranked 
Florida, State's first win over a ranked 
team in four years. His second team 
won the Egg Bowl over Ole Miss. His 
third team beat Croom’s alma mater, 
Alabama. His fourth team went bowling. 

“Tt was what they came here for, par- 
ticularly our seniors,” Croom said about 
last season. 

“They were the last of the players 


_ that were here when we got here and it 


_was very important to those guys. They 


stuck it out and gave us great leader- 
ship and were dedicated to getting us 
to a bowl game. Doing that for the first 
time meant everything to those guys. 
“We asked them after the bowl if 
they wanted the money or a ring, and 


they emphatically all wanted a ring,” 
Croom said. ; 

“Now we have to be able to handle 
success and take the next step, which is 
to compete for a conference champion- 

-ship, and.we are not at that level yet.” 

Croom knows he is in for a challenge 
from his rival up the road. Ole Miss, 
while currently on a four-year streak of 
losing seasons, also has something to 
be excited about — a new coach. 
Houston Nutt arrived at Ole Miss after 
posting seven winning seasons as the 
coach of the Arkansas Razorbacks. 

“We know Houston’s track record as a 
coach,” Croom said. “He’s a good 
recruiter, an excellent coach. He just 
intensifies the work we have to do here 
in the state. But it really doesn’t 
change anything that we're doing. We 
just take care of our business. 

“I know Houston is going to compete 
very intensely, but we're up to the 
challenge.” 

As for Nutt, Ole Miss is a welcome 
challenge that came at the right time. 

“It was time for me to leave 
Arkansas,” Nutt said. “Ten years is a 
long time to be at one place. But I 
didn’t want to lay out, so when I heard 
that Ole Miss was available, I wanted 
them to know I was interested.” 

Ole Miss was also interested. 

But why Ole Miss? Why would a prov- 
en coach with a lifetime winning per- 
centage of .609 want to take.on the 
challenge at a school that had not had 
a winning season since 2003? 

“T had always looked at Ole Miss as a 
school with great tradition,” Nutt said. 
“I had heard my Dad talk about Ole 
Miss and Archie Manning and Johnny 
Vaught. I wanted to stay in the SEC 
because I think it is the best confer- 
ence in America.” 

When Nutt arrived at Ole Miss, he got 
a quick introduction to just how much 
the entire university was ready to see a 
winning football team on the field. 

“There is a real hunger here among 
the fans,” he said. “They have been good 
here and they want to be good again.” 

Having hungry fans and winning 
football teams is not necessarily the 
same thing, but the former Arkansas 
coach was impressed when he saw what 
he had to work with in Oxford, pointing 
to the facilities, and the commitment 
from the administration ... and the 
hunger he saw in the current players. 

The spring game gave Nutt a preview 
of the excitement his arrival meant to 
the program. 

“We had the largest crowd for the 
spring game in school history 


OLE MISS HEAD COACH 
HOUSTON NUTT 


MISSISSIPPI STATE HEAD COACH 
SYLVESTER CROOM 


(28,311),” Nutt said. “It was a beautiful 
day, a big crowd. Guys like Patrick 
Willis, the Rookie of the Year with the 
49ers, Eli Manning and Archie and 
Cooper came. They didn’t have to come, 
but they did.” 

Nutt’s predecessor Ed Orgeron had 
enjoyed recruiting success the past 
couple of years, so the cupboard is not 
bare. One player, in particular, stood 
out in the Rebels’ spring game, the 
Grove Bowl. Quarterback Jevan Snead, a 
transfer from Texas, was 20 of 26 pass- 
ing for 269 yards and two touchdowns. 

“He's a great kid with a good arm 
and a lot of character,” Nutt said. 
“Thank goodness he’s here.” 

Ole Miss fans are saying the same 
thing about Nutt. 

Mississippi State fans are saying the 
same thing Croom. ~ 

Things are changing in the state of 
Mississippi. » 
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BY DAVE MOORMANN | 


Blo OL PURPLE CURTAIN Royo 
BAYOU SUCCESS 


Imagine, if you will, an LSU football 
team of the 1990s that featured quarter- 
back Peyton Manning and running back 
Warrick Dunn. 

It very easily could have happened, 
too, given that Dunn was a high school 
hometown hero in Baton Rouge and 


_ Manning in New Orleans. 


Instead, both future NFL standouts 
elected to leave Louisiana for their colle- 
giate experiences. Dunn chose Florida 
State, Manning opted for Tennessee ... 
and a host of other high-profile players 
followed suit. 

That inability to keep homegrown tal- 
ent explains why LSU endured a school- 
record six consecutive losing seasons 
between 1989 and 1994. If the Tigers 
weren't going to get the best players in 
their own backyard, they were not likely 
to be able to attract the best players from 
anywhere else, either. 

How times have changed. 

These days, there seems to be a big ol’ 
purple curtain surrounding the state, and 
for prep football talent to slip out, they 
really have to want to leave. Otherwise, 
they'll be swept up in the enthusiasm, 
and yes, the glory that is LSU football in 
the 21st century. Just look at what LSU's 
ability to sign Louisianans has meant to 
the program. 

Between 2003 and 2007, LSU became 
the first team to win a pair of BCS 


98 Linoy's SPorTs ANNUALS 


national championships. The Tigers did so 
last season with a 38-24 victory over Ohio 
State ‘in which their top three tushers 
came from Louisiana, as well as their 
leading receiver. 

‘Unlike the days of Manning and Dunn, it 
has become rare, indeed, for prep stars to 
leave the state. To the contrary, it has 
become downright fashionable to become a 
Tiger — the obvious, the right thing to do. 

In the past six recruiting classes, only 
three players that Rivals.com rated among 
the top five in the state have gone else- 
where. That is, of the combined top 30 play- 
ers in those classes, 27 signed with LSU. 

It is a remarkable streak begun by Nick 
Saban, and maintained the past three 
years by Les Miles. 


Miles’ 2008 class included 15 in-state 
players, from the elite to the sleepers. 

“We felt we had several guys from 
Louisiana that did not get national recog- 
nition but were some of our best pros- 
pects,” he said. “We will always look to 
the in-state players first.” 

During his tenure, Miles has fashioned a 
34-6 record thanks in large measure to 
Louisianans, with the aid of players from 
states within the region. Indicative of that 
is the school-record four players taken in 
the first round of the 2006 NFL Draft. 

Two came from Louisiana (free safety 
LaRon Landry and wide receiver Craig 
Davis), one from Alabama (quarterback 
JaMarcus Russell, the top overall selec- 
tion), and another from Florida (wide 
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receiver Dwayne Bowe). 

The surprising hire of Saban to replace 
Gerry DiNardo after the 1999 season 
seemed to be the indicator that LSU was 
rejoining the big-time. Saban received a 
$1 million-plus contract, which changed 
both the landscape of head coaching sala- 
ries and the fortunes of the LSU program. 

Saban’s first recruiting class in 2000 
featured several players such as future 
pros Randall Gay, Devery Henderson and 
Eric Alexander. They would play vital | 
roles in LSU’s 2003 BCS national ena 
onship season. 

The 2001 recruiting 
a watershed moment 
ment as a national p } 


fueled the Tigers’ 
two national chamy te) 
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PLAYERS TO WATCH : 
QB John Parker Wilson, RB Terry Grant, 
LT Andre Smith, C Antoine Caldwell, 

SS Rashad hinson, 1B Rolando: McClain 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS _4 
‘The offensive anes isa veteran so 
by 


a 
time to eveide, Terry Grant and ‘others. at 
‘running back could take a lot. of pressure 
off a pear gop of wide a eet 


POTEN TIAL PROBL EMS ¢ st | 
‘There is a lot of rebuilding to do on 
‘defense, particularly ami ne the front 
seven. The Tide could dup countin on 
‘true freshmen to contribute +e away on 
not 
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lasre 


100 Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


od sign. 


ALABAMA 


=F more coverage OF the > him 


FIMSON TIDE 


IMSON TIDE, 


ALABAMA CRIMSON 


No. 1 Recruiting Class Adds to Tide's Optimism 


Gos Alabama back into conten- 
tion for conference and even na- 
tional titles will be, as second-year coach 
Nick Saban likes to say, a “process.” 

A major part of the process was getting 
players to understand Saban’s expecta- 
tions. 

That wasn’t easy. According to Saban, 
player suspensions for last season. totaled a 
cumulative 30 games, “which is probably 
an NCAA single-season record,” he said. 
That would sound like a joke if Saban had 
been smiling. 

He wasn’t smiling much at the end of 
last season — losing four of the last five 
games will do that to a coach and his team 
and his ardent fan base. The slide came 
after a promising 6-2 start, and then the 
Tide needed a victory over Colorado in 
the Independence Bowl to finish 7-6, 

The first goal toward improving in 
2008 was simply getting players to “buy 
in” to Saban’s way. 

“A lot more guys are learning what 
the coaches are telling them,” said safety 
Rashad Johnson, a team captain despite 
being one of eight players arrested in the 
first 14 months of Saban’s regime. 

“No one is not jogging to each drill, not 
breaking the huddle well, small things like 
that. That makes a difference.” 

It’s called taking responsibility, some- 
thing Saban has preached since arriving 
on campus, but which apparently players 
only now are starting to understand. 

“For the first time, I’ve seen leadership 
emerge from some of our players to affect 
other players,” Saban said. 


“That's not something we've had a lot of 
here. Because if you want to protect your- 
self and you don’t want to do it right, then 
how can you challenge someone else to do 
it when you're not doing it yourself?” 

If there was a theme for the offseason, it 
was “learning to do things right.” 

Of course, bringing in a recruiting class 
that ranked No. 1 in the nation by Rivals. 
com certainly gets the veterans’ attention. 

Suddenly, your place on the team 
doesn’t feel quite so secure when the coach 
is bringing in a busload of talented play- 
ers, many of whom are expected to make 
an immediate impact. 

“We've got some young guys coming in 
with ability,” Johnson said. “We're going 
to do something good. The way the sea- 
son ended last year, well, not a lot of guys 
saw what Coach Saban had been telling us 
about finishing strong.” 


OFFENSE 


The offense will be under the guidance 
of a new coordinator for the third con- 
secutive season. 

Saban hired former Fresno State offen- 
sive coordinator Jim McElwain to replace 
Major Applewhite, who left Alabama to 
return to his alma mater, Texas. McEIl- 
wain’s offense last year averaged 419.5 
yards and 32.9 points per game — above 
Alabama's averages of 373 and 27. 

McElwain inherits a unit that should be 
solid where it counts — quarterback, with 
senior John Parker Wilson returning for 
his third season as a starter, and on the 
line. The guys up front feature a pair of 
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Terry Grant ; 


Outland Trophy candidates in junior left 
tackle Andre Smith and senior center An- 
toine Caldwell. 

Under McElwain, Saban said he is look- 
ing for more formations, fewer turnovers, 
and more success in getting the ball into 
the hands of the playmakers. 

“We want to add a little bit more diver- 
sity in our offense,” Saban said. “We'd like 
to add (to) and tweak the system.” 

In the spring game, four Alabama quar- 
terbacks combined for 604 yards passing, 
with Wilson throwing three touchdowns. 

Two of Wilson’s touchdown throws 
were short passes that tailback Terry Grant 
turned into long scores. That was typical 
of what appears to be a dink-and-dunk 
approach for the offense. 

“We do some things different that, I 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 Stats: 149.2 ypg rushing (8th in SEC/ 60th in NCAA ), 224.3 ypg passing (6th/59th), 373.5 ypg total offense (7th/ 75th), 27.1 ppg (7th/64th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB John Parker Wilson* Sr. Continues to rewrite the school’s record books. Greg McElroy, So. 


RB __ Terry Grant* So. _Game-breaking ability; could be one of SEC's best. Glen Coffee, Jr. 
WR _ Nikita Stover* Sr___Had more starts (11) than catches (10) last year. Will Oakley, Sr. 


WR Mike McCoy* Jr. Was the team’s leading receiver in the spring. B.J. Scott, Fr, 
WR Darius Hanks Fr. __ Will be challenged by talented freshmen class. Julio Jones, Fr. 
TE __ Travis McCall* Sr. This might be the deepest position on team. Nick Walker, Sr. 


LT Andre Smith” Jp Outland Trophy candidate and future first-rounder. Charles Hoke, Sr. 


LG Mike Johnson* Jr. Started at right tackle for most of last season. William Viachos, So. 
C___ Antoine Caldwell* Sr.__ Another Outland candidate; fourth year as starter. Evan Cardwell, Jr. 
RG Marlon Davis* Sr. __ Asolid veteran who started eight games last season. Davis Ross, So. 

RT Drew Davis Jr. Could be challenged in the fall. Taylor Pharr, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 Stats: 124.2 ypg rushing (4th in SEC/28th in NCAA), 221.3 ypg passing (Sth/48th), 345.6 ypg total defense (6ti/31st), 22.0 ppg (4th/ 27th) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Bobby Greenwood Sr. Moves from back-up to starter. Luther Davis, So 

DT —_ Lorenzo Washington* Jr. Had career-high five stops vs. BCS champ LSU. Josh Chapman, So. 

DE __ Brandon Deaderick* Jr___Had seven starts last year; made two sacks. Alfred McCullough, Fr. 

LB Ezekial Knight* Sr.__Needs to be medically cleared to play. Jimmy Johns, Sr. 

LB Rolando McClain* So. Star recruit became Freshman All-American. Corey Reamer, dr. 

LB Jerrell Harris Fr___A potential impact player as a true freshman. Charlie Higgenbotham, So. 


LB Brandon Fanney Jp___ He's ready to become big-time player. Don'ta Hightower, Fr. 


CB Javier Arenas Jr. Small (5-9) but fast and a good cover guy. Lionel Mitchell, Sr. 
CB Kareem Jackson* So___Second-team freshman All-American last year. Alonzo Lawrence, Fr. 


SS Rashad Johnson* Sr. An All-SEC performer last year; team captain. Justin Woodall, Jr. 
FS Mark Barron : Fr___Another true freshman who could start right away. Ali Sharrief, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


think, allows for easier completions,” Wil- 


DEFENSE 


~ “« > . 
son said. “We're not always taking shots If titles mean anything, Alabama’s de- 
ything 


down field. We've got stuff underneath.” fensive staff should be outstanding. 


Gone are big-play receivers Keith Kevin Steele was promoted from defen- 


Brown and DJ Hall, which means, going sive coordinator to head defensive coach, 
into fall camp, the playmakers appear to 


be the backs and tight ends. 


Grant set school freshman records with 


with Kirby Smart getting the title of de- 
fensive coordinator. 
Defense is also Saban’s specialty, so no 


180 carries for 891 yards last season. The jnatter the titles, everything will come 


Tide is deep here, with juniors Glen Cof- go Saban’s philosophy. 
fee and Roy Upchurch, who combined 
for 782 yards last season. Both had off- 
season surgery but are expected to be full 


strength by fall. 


Two incoming freshmen could have an 


So, there is plenty of intelligence and 
a couple of lofty titles on this side of the 
ball ... the big question is, are the players 
any good? 


Depth is a huge question along the 


immediate impact at receiver: Julio Jones front, where senior end Bobby Green- 


and Burton Scott. They would give the wood, junior end Brandon Deaderick and 


offense even more ways to spread the ball junior noseguard Lorenzo Washington of- 


around. fer a solid first group. After that, there is 
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Julio Jones, WR 

Jones is as physically ready to compete in the SEC as any wide 
receiver in the country. Following the loss of some key wide receivers, 
Jones will be a huge addition to the Crimson Tide offense and should 
contend for a starting job right away. 


Alonzo Lawrence, CB 

Lawrence was a virtual one-man show for Lucedale (Miss.) George 

County team in high school and he will be a great one at Alabama. He 

“8 is a big corner that has the kind of speed and athleticism to return 
3 kicks, but is set apart by his drive to compete. 


Mark Barron, Safety 

There aren't many positions on the field that Barron can’t play, but he 
will likely find his way onto the field in Tuscaloosa as a safety. He has 
a great frame and the fluidity of a wide receiver. He's too talented not 
to contribute on some level. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos Stars Ht «Wt Hometown School 


Barron MH O98 O00 6-2 202 Mobile, AL St. Paul's 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Alabama ... Rated as 


the nation’s No. 5 athlete. 


Undra Billingsley DE OOO 6-4 260 Birmingham, AL Woodlawn 
Rated as the No. 24 overall prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 


No. 20 defensive end. 


Devonta Bolton ATH OGOOS 6-4 220 Norcross, GA Norcross 
Moora gh ... Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation's 
io. 15 athlete. 


John Michael Boswell OL OO GO 6-6 290 Northport, AL Tuscaloosa County 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Alabama .... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 11 offensive guard. 


Terrence Cody T ooo 6-5 395 Perkinston, MS Gull Coast 6.6. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 47 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


Marcel Dareus Tt 0°00 277 Birmingham, AL Huffman 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
28 defensive tackle. 


Robby Green BB O800 6-0 175 River Ridge, LA John Curtis 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
17 cornerback. 


Glenn Harbin DE OO00 6-6 250 Mobile, AL McGill Toolen 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
17 strongside defensive end. 


Jerrell Harris BB o0O000 6-2 Gadsden, AL Gadsten Cily 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 outside linebacker. 


Don'taHightower LB OOOO — G3 248 Lewishury, TN Marshall County 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
15 inside linebacker. 


Destin Hood WR OOOO 6-3 190 Mobile, AL St. Paul's 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 38 wide receiver. 


Mark Ingram AH ©OGOO — 5-10 195 Flint Mi Southwestem Academy 
creak ish .., Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Michigan ... Rated as the nation’s 
0. 17 athlete. 


Chris Jackson WR OOO 6-0 187 McDonough, GA Henry County 
Rated as the No. 43 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 89 
wide receiver. 


Star Jackson B 600060 6-3 182 Lake Worth, FL Lake Worth 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 pro-style quarterback. 


Barrett Jones “ eooo 6-5 271 Memphis, TN Evangelical Christian School 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... 
Rated as the nation’s No. 1 center. 


Julio Jones WR O©GOOCS 6-4 215 Foley, AL Foley 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 wide receiver. 
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rivals.com 


Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Jackson got an early start on his 
Alabama career by enrolling inJanuary | Total Stars 
. He will begin his career as a r 

bl oe sf - the hidrerac to National Rank: 1 

play defensive back as well. He is an 

extremely strong and physical player. 2009 NEEDS 

As he continues to develop, he has alabama has inked only five offensive line- 

chance to be special. men in the past two recruiting classes, so 
the Tide will look to add depth to that group 
in 2009 — taht with the possible 
departure of Andre Smith to the NFL. 
Another priority will be defensive linemen 
and pass rushers that can thrive in Nick 
Saban's 3-4 defense. Finally, as John Parker 
Wilson heads out the door, Alabama will 
need to find some depth at the QB position. 


Pos Stars Ht =Wt Hometown School 


Chris Jordan MH O98 00 6-2 201 Brentwood, TN Brentwood Academy 
Hoa = the No. 5 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation's No. 
athlete. 


Alonzo Lawrence §=DB OOOO 6-1 187 Lucedale, MS George County 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Mississippi ... Rated as the 
nation's No, 2 cornerback. 


Robert Lester 1B OOOO — 62 205 Foley, AL Foley 
pik the No. 15 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
Safety. 


Brandon Lewis DE ©0006 _ — 63 260 Pleasant Grove, AL Pleasant Grove 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
14 strongside defensive end. 


Tyler Love 0 ©0000 6-7 285 Mountain Brook, AL Mountain Brook 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 offensive tackle. 


RB OOO 5-10 206 Mobile, AL St Paul's 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
17 running back. 


Kerry Murphy Tt 9000 6-5 325 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 4 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


Wesley Neighbors 0B ©© 6-1 190 Huntsville, AL Huntsville 
Picked Alabama over Georgia Tech and Vanderbilt. 


Jermaine Preyear RB OOO 5-11 205 Mobile, AL Davidson 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
20 running back. 


Melvin Ray WR OOOO 6-2 185 Tallahassee, FL North Florida Christian 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 18 wide receiver. 


Burton Scott AH ©@O060 5-11 194 Prichard, AL Vigor 
Reta selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
0. 3 athlete. 


Brad Smelley B ooo 6-3 220 Tuscaloosa, AL American Christian Academy 
Rated as the No. 33 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
30 pro-style quarterback. 


Corey Smith K oo 6-1 208 Bunker Hill, WV Musselman 
ie chy No. 3 prospect in West Virginia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
0. icker. 


Damion Square tT 090 6-3. 270 Houston, TX Yates 
Rated as the No. 55 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 37 
defensive tackle. 


Courtney Upshaw «=—dLB OOOO 6-2 220 Eufaula, AL Eufaula 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 outside linebacker. 


Michael Williams DE GOOO 6-6 240 Reform, AL Pickens County 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the 
nation's No. 4 weakside defensive end. ‘ 
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No, Name 


82 
32 
28 
37 
59 

6 
87 
3 
59 
70 
99 
38 
23 
69 
93 
16 
19 
96 
76 


EARL ALEXANDER 
ERYK ANDERS 
JAVIER ARENAS 
T.J. BALLOU 
ALEX BENSON 
PATRICK BRYANT 
DREW BULLARD 
SAM BURNTHALL 
ANTOINE CALDWELL 
EVAN CARDWELL 
JOSH CHAPMAN 
GLEN COFFEE 
TREMAYNE COGER 
PATRICK CRUMP 
DREW CUMMINGS 
THOMAS DARRAH 
DREW DAVIS 
LUTHER DAVIS 
MARLON DAVIS 


Pos. 
WR 
LB 
DB 
DB 
LB 
QB 
LB 
DB 
OL 
OL 
DL 
RB 
DB 
OL 


TE/DE 6-5 216 Fr 


OB 
OL 
DL 
OL 


95 BRANDON DEADERICK DL 


60 


15 
7 
40 


SCOTT DEATON 
MICHAEL DEJOHN 
PRESTON DIAL 
ROBERT EZELL 
BRANDON FANNEY 
NICK FANUZZI 
TARENCE FARMER 
P.J. FITZGERALD 
PATRICK FRAYER 
ANDREW FRIEDMAN 
COLIN GALLAGHER 
JUAN GARNIER 
NICK GENTRY 
BRANDON GIBSON 
DEMETRIUS GOODE 
TERRY GRANT 
HAMPTON GRAY 
BOBBY GREENWOOD 
JERAMIE GRIFFIN 
DARIUS HANKS 
PATRICK HANRAHAN 
JENNINGS HESTER 


OL 
LB 
TE 
QB 


LB/DL 6-4 


QB 
DB 
P 

TE 
PK 
PK 


CHARLIE HIGGENBOTHAM LB 


MARK HOLT 
CHARLES HOKE 
BARON HUBER 
ALEX JACKSON 
CHRIS JACKSON 
KAREEM JACKSON 
JIMMY JOHNS 
MARQUIS JOHNSON 
MIKE JOHNSON 


DB 


OL/TE 6-7 253 


RB 


Hr. Wr. Ciass Hometown 


Phenix City 

San Antonio, TX 

Tampa, FL 

Meridian, MS 

Trussville 

Pensacola, FL. 

Florence 

Decatur 

Montgomery 

Killen 

Hoover 

ton Beach, FL 

5-11 Columbia, TN 
6-3 267 Hoover 
Huntington, WV 
65 190 Fr 
6-7 27% J 


Newnan, GA 
Evergreen 

6-4 275 West Monroe, LA 

6-4 

6-4 = 286 

6-6 286 


Elizabethtown, KY 

Birmingham 

6-0 F Hoover 

6-3 Mobile 

5-9 Athens 

Morristown, TN 

6-3 San Antonio, T 

6-0 

Coral Springs, FL 

Daphne 

Fairhope 

Atlanta, GA 

Everett, MA 

Prattville 

Mobile 

LaGrange, GA 

Lumberton, MS 

Northport 

6-5 ir Prattville 

6-0 t Batesville, MS 
6-0 
6-0 
6-2 

6-1 1 Birmingham 

6-0 X Shoals 

Birmingham 

6-3 242 Knoxville, TY 

5-11 Marietta, GA 

6-1 McDonough, GA 

5-11 Macon, GA 

6-2 r Brookhaven, MS 

Sarasota, FL 

Pensacola, FL 


No, Name 


49 
39 
35 
47 


RASHAD JOHNSON 
TYRONE KING 
CHARLIE KIRSCHMAN 
EZEKIAL KNIGHT 
BERYELE LOCKETT 
JONATHAN LOWE 
MARQUIS MAZE 
TRAVIS MCCALL 
ROLANDO MCCLAIN 
MIKE MCCOY 

ALFRED MCCULLOUGH 
GREG MCELROY 
ANDRE MITCHELL 


WILL OAKLEY 
COLIN PEEK 

E PENNINGTON 
TAYLOR PHARR 
STANLEY PHILLIPS 
BRANDON POWELL 
BRAD POUNDS 
CORY R 
JOE ROBINSON 


\MER 


Pos. 


DB 
DB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
RB 


Hr. 


| ‘CRIMSON TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


Wr. Crass HomETowNn 


St. Augustine, FL 
Wedowee 
Tuscaloosa 
Phenix City 
Tarrant 
Prattville 
Decatur 

Rankin, MS 
thens 

Southlake, TX 


Gadsd 


lrondale 
Montgomery 
Grove Hill 
Boaz 

Hoover 


Birmingham 


CHRIS ROGERS 
DAVID ROSS 
CHRIS SCOTT 
BRIAN SELMAN 
ALI SHARRIEF 
TRAVIS SIKES 


Nashville, TN 


PAUL SILVEY 
ANDRE SMITH 
COREY SMITH 
SAM SNIDER 
NIKITA STOVER 
MILTON TALBERT 


Prattville 
Birmingham 
Bunker Hill, WV 
No , GA 
jartselle 


Hattiesburg, MS 


MELVIN TAYLOR 


LEIGH TIFFIN 

CHRIS UNDERWOOD 
ROY UPCHURCH 
JACOB VANE 

WILLIAM VLACHOS 
A.J. WALKER 

NICK WALKER 
LORENZO WASHINGTON 
ALEX WATKINS 
SPENCER WHITFIELD 


PK 


TE 


RB 


Meridian, MS 
Montgomery 
Muscle Shoals 


ingham 


Oak Ridge, TH 
ingham 
Huntsville 
Brundidge 
Logansville, GA 
Brownsville, TN 


Leeds 


CHAVIS WILLIAMS 
JOHN PARKER WILSON 


Dora 
Hoover 


AS 


TO Lng Avg/G 


a 


( _noTesook \y 


Coach Nick Saban, not content to just rate 
players at their position, said the staff would 
rank every player on the team from 1 to “what- 
ever” to see who are the best athletes. 

“It’s a useful tool for us as a staff,” Saban said. 

“One year (at LSU) we had Corey Webster as 
the No. 5 wide receiver but the No. 9 athlete 
overall. So we said, ‘that guy needs to be playing 
somewhere else because he isn’t going to play 
much at wide receiver.” 

Saban moved Webster to defensive back, 
where he became an All-SEC performer. Webster 
is now a starting cornerback for the Super Bowl 
champion New York Giants. 

That suggests there could be some movement 
of players to other positions when fall camp rolls 
around. 

e¢ When spring practice ended, linebacker 
Prince Hall, a 2006 Freshman All-American, was 
still suspended from the team for an undisclosed 
disciplinary reason. 

Saban characterized Hall's future as “undeter- 
mined.” Saban added: “Behavior issues are usu- 
ally based on behavior. You want me to use my 
famous ‘it is what it is?” 

“(His) behavior has something to do with how 
it (the suspension) is handled.” 

Hall, named the 2006 SEC Freshman of the Year 
by The Sporting News, could be a valuable asset 
to a depleted linebacker corps if he can take care 
of his — as Saban said — “behavior issues.” 

The lack of depth at almost every position cre- 
ates an opportunity for the impact of the nation’s 
No. 1 recruiting class to be felt immediately. 

To help with that, veterans Antoine Caldwell and 
Rashad Johnson say they will start meeting with 
new players to accelerate the learning process. 

“I'm going to establish a time to meet with 
them and help them know what to do, particu- 
larly on defense,” said Johnson, a starting safe- 
ty. “I understand things well enough to explain 
it to someone else.” 

As for which freshmen Caldwell and Johnson 
think have a chance to play right away, Caldwell 
said, “I don’t have a favorite. But all of them 
need to come in ready to compete for a job.” 
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plenty of room for someone to step up 
and play. 

The same thing is true at lineback- 
er, where junior Prince Hall was sus- 
pended indefinitely during the spring. 
Senior Ezekial Knight is waiting to be 
medically cleared to play after having 
surgery to repair a heart murmur. That 


tentatively leaves sophomore Rolando 
McClain as the only linebacker with 
any real experience. 

Quarterback-turned tailback-turned- 
linebacker Jimmy Johns will get a 
chance to have an immediate impact 
on the defensive side, as will junior 
Cory Reamer and converted fullback 
Baron Huber. 

While the secondary is solid at safety 
with Rashad Johnson and a much-im- 
proved Justin Woodall, cornerback will 
be something of a mystery until the 
coaches see how Javier Arenas, Lionel 
Mitchell and Marquis Johnson respond 
to the pressure of being needed on ev- 
ery down. 

“We had more mental errors (on de- 
fense in the spring game) with a simpler 
game plan,” Saban said. 

“We only played four coverages and ba- 
sic fronts, with one pressure and one blitz. 
Basically, you've got six defensive calls in 
the whole deal and you should be able to 
execute extremely well. ... 

“We have some areas of weakness and 
certainly don't have enough depth on our 
team. That's something we need to im- 


prove between now and the fall.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Tide returns punter PJ. Fitzger- 
ald (38.7 yard average) and placekicker 
Leigh Tiffin, who was 25 for 34 on field 
goal attempts and 36 of 36 on extra 
points. Tiffin’s 111 points last year set a 
school single-season record for points by 
a kicker, and his 10 field goals of 40 or 
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John Parker Wilson, QB 
Numbers dropped slightly. 
| in 2007, but still broke his 
own season records for total 
| plays (543), pass attempts — 


(462), completions (255), | 
passing yards (2,846) and (a 
» touchdown passes (18). ... 
» Under new offensive system 
that relies on short, safe 
passes, Wilson should — 
_ improve on his career com- ie seem it! 

) pletion percentage of 56.1. ... No real depth 
' behind Wilson, so he needs to ‘stay healthy all 
' season. ... Had 363 passing yards and three TDs 
) in rout of Tennessee. 


EMERGING STAR 


Terry Grant, RB 
After getting a medical 
) redshirt as a true freshman, 
Grant led the team in rush-_ 
© ing last year with 891 yards 
) on 180 carries, both fresh= |! 
) men records at Alabama. . 
| Scored eight rushing touch- 
. downs, another freshman 
| record. ... Not big enough to 
+ be an every-down back, but 
) strong enough and quick 
enough to turn bad plays — [3 
into big plays, particularly in a hk see 
game. ... Had three 100-yard rushing games. 


TOP NEWCOMER Hiren 


Julio Jones; WR awe 
Ranked the nation’s top 
receiver by most recruiting” 
services and one of the top, 
prospects in the ‘nation, 
Jones has a chance to fill 
one of the Tide's biggest 


needs on offense: wide + 
receiver. ... At 6-4, 215° 

pounds, Jones already has~ pL i 
college size, quickness, * 


hands and knows how-to 

adjust his routes to get to the ball. ... Outstanding 
runner after the catch, Jones could be used from ni 
a variety of offensive formations. es 
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Player Profile 


John Pa 
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Needs More Wins 


For two years, all John Parker Wilson has 
done is start every game, break and then 
set again virtually every single-season re- 
cord for quarterbacks in the storied history 
of Alabama football. 

Touchdown passes in a season? Wilson 
owns the best and second-best marks in 
school history, throwing 17 touchdowns as 
a sophomore and 18 as a junior. 

Passing yards? Wilson's name comes first 
and second, having thrown for a school-re- 
cord 2,707 yards as a sophomore and 2,846 
yards as a junior. 

Completions in a season? Pass attempts? 


Total plays? Same thing — not to mention 
the second-best mark for total offense in a 
season (2,846), and his streak of 132 pass 
attempts without an interception is the 
fourth-longest in school history. 

But at Alabama, the only statistics that 
matter are championships. 

That is the area in which the quarter- 
back who led Alabama 6A power Hoover 
High to back-to-back state titles has come 
up short in college, guiding the Crimson 
Tide to back-to-back 7-6 records. 

Which is why, despite his gaudy num- 
bers, the popular thinking is that Wilson 
still has something to prove. 

He'll have to do so with his third of- 
fensive coordinator and position coach in 
three years. Fresno State’s Jim McElwain 
replaced last year’s coordinator, Major Ap- 
plewhite. 

“This is going to be a different offense,” 
Wilson said. 

“We've got some different packages in 
right now that we really didn’t have before, 
some different things we can do to the de- 
fense. I think it will be good for us. I think 
pass completions will go up. We're not going 
to do some of the stuff we did last year.” 

Indeed, Wilson seemed to get better 
with every scrimmage in the spring as 
he got more comfortable with McElwain’s 
“dink and dunk” style that called for him 
to make quicker and shorter throws. 

“I think we did a lot of good things, and 
we're playing pretty well right now,” Wil- 
son said at the end of spring. 

The Tide offense last season required 
Wilson to key on the linebacker and read 
the entire field as he dropped back. This 
year, the plan is to use more formations 
and movement to get the defense to re- 
veal itself before the snap, giving Wilson 
a mental head start as he drops into the 
pocket. 

“I think he actually feels more comfort- 
able in what we're doing,” coach Nick Sa- 
ban said. 

Wilson has never lacked confidence, just 
wins. 

This year, he’s determined to deliver both. 


more yards led the SEC. 

The return game should be in good 
shape with Javier Arenas, who averaged 
15.4 yards per punt return to rank second 
in the SEC and 12th nationally. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Tide opens in Atlanta in a rare 
neutral-site game against Clemson, 
the preseason-favorite to win the ACC 
... later goes on the road to play Ar- 
kansas, Georgia, Tennessee and LSU 
.. and ends up at home against rival 
Auburn, which has never lost a game 
in Tuscaloosa. 

That’s six potentially very difficult 
games for Alabama, which is one more 
reason Saban hopes his players fully un- 
derstand staying out of trouble and in 
the game. 

“That's a non-stop thing,” senior center 
Antoine Caldwell said. “You've got to do 
that when youre (at the football building), 
when you're at the dorm. Just constantly 
remind guys that we don’t need any nega- 
tive pub on this football team. 

“We've had enough of that in the past.” 


— Ray Melick 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 vs. Clemson (Atlanta) — 
Sept. 6 TULANE 
Sept. 13 WESTERN KENTUCKY | 
~ Sept. 20 at Arkansas 
Sept. 27 at Georgia 
“Oct.4 = ==————S—CKEENTUCKY 
“Oct-18 ‘OLE MISS 
Oct. 25 at Tennessee 


Nov. 1 ARKANSAS STATE 


PR Sa RS AR: IE 
Nov.8 at LSU 


Nov. 15 MISSISSIPPI STATE 


ns ' t > AT” 
“Nov. 29 AUBURN 
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Brand new, beautiful waterfront, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, immaculately furnished and available for both long 
and short term rentals in Panama City Beach. 

* A spacious, 1900 square foot unit, excluding balcony can sleep 8-10 which will be ideal for large or 
multi-families on vacation. An extremely open floor plan with floor to ceiling windows for incredible bay 
views. Master has king sized bed and adjacent jacuzzi bath.. Additional sleeping arrangements include 2 
queen beds in second bedroom and 1 queen bed in third bedroom, both with private baths. Sofa in living 
area is a sleeper to accommodate extra guests. 

Fabulous wraparound balcony, comfortably furnished for indoor/outdoor living and with grill, is perfect 
for entertaining and provides 360 degree views of beautiful St Andrews bay and marina. This adjoining 
marina has slips available for lease. 

Condo features include fireplace, fully equipped kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances, 3 flat screen HDTV LCD televisions and DVD player and high speed internet access. Complete 
security and available conference room as well as an onsite state of the art fitness room and expansive pool 
area with hot tub. Conveniently located within 10 minutes or less of beautiful white sand beaches, fishing, 
boating, world-class golf, shopping, restaurants and all of the amusements that have made this area famous. 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ESTELLARAM@KNOLOGY.NET OR 
CALL 850-236-9988, 334-797-1701 or 205-871-1182 


ARKANSAS 


_ Bobby Petrino — At Arkansas: 1st year; 
\ overall: 41-9, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
12; 5 offense, 5 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


C Jonathan Luigs, TE D.J. Williams, 
QB Casey Dick, TB Michael Smith, 
DE Adrian Davis, DT Malcolm Sheppard 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


There is excitement among quarterbacks 
and receivers because of Petrino’s reputa- 
tion of truly emphasizing the passing 
game, but he can also capitalize on 
Arkansas’ tradition of running the ball 
behind a physical line. The defense has 
speed and experience on the ends and 
fast linebackers. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


No team just punches up replacements for 
departed All-American running backs 
Darren McFadden and Felix Jones. Also, no 
team loses its entire starting secondary 
from the previous year without suffering 
some growing pains. 


TB Darren McFadden, TB Felix Jones, 

WR Marcus Monk, OT Robert Felton, 

DT Marcus Harrison, MLB Weston Dacus, 
CB Michael Grant, CB Matteral Richardson 


Fans are enthused about the coaching 
change and the promise of more passing. 
However, the reality is a lot of last year's 
players are NFL bound, and the returning 
old Hogs must learn new tricks. Add a 
non-conference visit to Texas to a rugged 
SEC schedule and it would challenge a far 
more experienced team than this one. 


Hogs Dig In to a Big Helping of Starting Over 


\ X Jith these Razorbacks, nobody 
much asks, “What's new?” 


A more accurate question: What isnt new? 

Gone are coach Houston Nutt and the 
controversies that so divided the fan base 
that it made his departure inevitable, de- 
spite a mostly successful 10-year run. 

Gone, too, are 17 athletes, including 
All-American tailbacks Darren McFadden 
and Felix Jones, and six others who were 
invited to the NFL Combine. 

In comes Bobby Petrino, the former 
Louisville and Atlanta Falcons coach. 
He brings a no-nonsense approach and a 
proven passing game that fans felt Nutt 
promised but never delivered. 

More passes apparently will please the 
fans, but they should be forewarned: Even 
with McFadden and Jones gone, Petrino 
and his brother — offensive coordinator 
Paul Petrino — believe a balanced offense 
is only balanced if it can run. 

“You never are going to win at all unless 
you are able to run the ball,” Paul Petrino 
said, 

Defensive coordinator Reggie Herring 
also moved on, as did the entire starting 
secondary, the starting middle linebacker 
and one starting defensive tackle. Mean- 
while, Bobby Petrino had 2007 starting 
outside linebacker Freddie Fairchild on 
indefinite suspension all spring. 

New defensive coordinator Willy Rob- 
inson comes to Arkansas from the NEL. 
He has replaced Herring’s man-to-man de- 
fense with predominantly zone schemes. 

Even some old players on this young 
team will be asked to do much that is new. 


Senior quarterback Casey Dick, asked 


this time last year by former offensive coor- 
dinator David Lee just “to be the bus driver 
and keep us out of ditches,” now is called 
upon often to shift into passing gear. 
Rather than just driving the band on the 
bus, he’s supposed to conduct the orchestra. 
“He needs to run the offense,” Bobby 
Petrino said. “He needs to understand 
how he plays a part in the run game and 
the passing game and go out there and run 
the show. That’s what I always believed is 
the quarterback’s responsibility.” 
Dick welcomes ditching the philosophy 
of just keeping it between the ditches. 
“Its a whole different responsibility,” 
Dick said. “The offense kind of lies on your 
shoulders. You are like a coach out there.” 


OFFENSE 


Arkansas’ spring drills offensively empha- 
sized something old and something new. 

Senior Rimington Award-winning cen- 
ter Jonathan Luigs anchors the line, just 
as he did the past two years. 

As for the something new, spring drills 
showed that tight ends D.J. Williams and 
Andrew Davie will have vastly expanded 
“slash” roles — tight end/H-back/fullback/ 
split receiver — in the Petrino regime. 

“We certainly need to get him the ball,” 
Petrino said of Williams. “He runs good 
routes, catches the ball and runs well after 
the catch. 

“When you see what Davie and DJ. did, 
they excite me, both of them. They'll be one 
of our strengths. We'll work with them at dif- 
ferent personnel groups in different spots.” 

Returning wideouts London Crawford, 
Carlton Salters, Marques Wade and Lucas 
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Jerell Norton 


Miller must improve. Freshman Crosby 
Tuck, who missed most of last season with 
a broken arm, must get healthy. 

“We've got to get some big plays,” Pe- 
trino said. “It might take some of those 
freshman kids to be able to do that.” 

Incoming freshmen Jim Youngblood and 
Tyler Wilson will join the backup quarter- 
back derby with Alex Mortensen and Nathan 
Dick behind senior starter Casey Dick. 

“Both of them (Youngblood and Wil- 
son) have great talent,” Petrino said, “and 
the ability to play early.” 

Former University of Michigan quar- 
terback Ryan Mallett suffered a fractured 
right thumb in spring, when he was await- 
ing word of his long shot NCAA appeal of 
the transfer rule that requires him to sit 


out this season. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 286.5 yng rushing (1st in SEC/4th in NCAA), 163.5 yng passing (11th/112th), 450 ypg total offense (2nd/17th), 37.3 ppg (3rd/13th) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Casey Dick” St.___Has to throw for more than last year (1,695 yards). _Alex Mortensen, Jr. 


RB Michael Smith Jr. __ These are two little backs filling big shoes. Brandon Barnett, Jr. 
HB DJ. Williams So. __ Versatile H-back/fullback/tight end types. Ben Cleveland, So. 
WR London Crawford Jr. __ Arkansas needs more big plays here. Marques Wade, So. 
WR _ Carlton Salters So. Both have good hands; need more after the catch. Lucas Miller, Jr. 

TE Andrew Davie* Jr. This spot is the deepest position on offense. D.J, Williams, So, 
LT Michael Aguirre Jr. Acompetition that will resume in the fall. Jose Valdez, Sr. 

LG Mitch Petrus* Sr.__ Petrus has impressed new coaching staff. Kareem Crowell Fr. 
C Jonathan Luigs* Sr. Rimington Award winner as nation’s top center. Seth Oxner, Fr. 

RG DeMarcus Love* So. Coaches love the depth they have at this spot. Wade Grayson, So. 


RT__ Ray Dominguez So. Both compete for time on the left and right side. Michael Aguirre, Jr. 


"Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 160.2 ypy rushing (8th in SEC /64th NCAA), 205.4 passing (6th/23rd), 365.6 total defense (8th/46th), 26.5 ppg (9th/54th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Adrian Davis* Jr Good speed on edge; 10 TFLs last season. Jake Bequette, Fr, 
DT —_ Ernest Mitchell* Sr. Both missed spring drills with injuries. Marcus Shavers, Sr. 


DT__ Malcolm Sheppard* St. Sheppard moves from starting DE to starting DT. Brandon Lampkin, Fr. 


DE — Damario Ambrose So. Speed... and more speed, Antwain Robinson, Sr. 


LB Ryan Powers So, _Indefinite suspension clouds incumbent Fairchild. Freddie Fairchild, Jr.* 
LB Wendel Davis Jr. Franklin looked good as Davis rehabbed knee in spring. Jerry Franklin, Fr. 

LB Elston Forte* Sr.__Steady senior plays hard; had 61 tackles in 2007. Freddy Burton, So. 

CB Jamar Love Sr. Love bloomed this spring, which brings huge depth. Jerell Norton, Jr. 

CB Isaac Madison So. __ Still green, but turning into solid player. Ramon Broadway, So. 
SS Walner Leandre Sr. Washinaton ruled spring as Leandre mended shoulder. Dallas Washington, Sr. 
FS Matt Harris Jr___ Harris emerging at the position. Rashaad Johnson, Jr. 
"Returning Starter 


Petrino sees “size and durability issues” 
with small but quick, returning tailbacks 
Michael Smith and Brandon Barnett. 
They were reserves last year behind Dar- 
ren McFadden and Felix Jones. 

“We'll have to get a couple of freshmen 
ready to play there, too,” Petrino said. 

Luigs and returning senior guard Mitch 
Petrus lead the line that also returns soph- 
omore DeMarcus Love, a starting guard. 
Ray Dominguez and Michael Aguirre 
move up to starting tackles. 


DEFENSE 


Losing all four starters in the secondary 
might scare some, but the Razorbacks are 
convinced they will make youthful talent 
work, no matter what. 

“I like our secondary,” Petrino said. 


“And I like the way they are being coached. 
I think by the time it’s over with we will 
be a very good secondary.” 

Jamar Love and Isaac Madison operated 
spring drills as first-team corners. Junior 
Jerell Norton, the most experienced cor- 
ner and a former safety, should be healed 
for the preseason after missing spring 
drills because of a pulled hamstring. 

Junior Matt Harris emerged at free 
safety in the spring with Rashaad John- 
son next on the depth chart. Dallas Wash- 
ington and Bret Harris were the spring 
strong safeties. Walner Leandre, a key 
2007 reserve, is expected to recover from 
shoulder surgery for fall practice. 

Linebacker voids loomed large, but Jer- 
ry Franklin inside and Elston Forte and 
Ryan Powers outside swiftly covered some 


110 Linoy's Sports ANnuats 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


RAZORBACKS RECRUITING 2008 


Commitments 
Average Stars 


>, a De'Anthony Curtis, RB 
> Bobby Petrino was lucky enough to step into a program at Arkansas 


~ 
& that already had one of the top running back commitments in the 
4 country. By holding on to Curtis’ commitment, Petrino gets a feature 


back with good explosiveness and versatility out of the backfield. 


Joe Adams, WR/CB 

One of the big steals of Bobby Petrino’s first Arkansas class was get- 
ting Adams out of the grips of national power USC. Adams was 
recruited as a cornerback for USC but will get an opportunity to play 
wide receiver for Arkansas. He also has some kick returning ability, 
but his biggest upside probably remains in the defensive backfield. 


Jerico Nelson, ATH/Satety 

Snaring Nelson late in the recruiting process was another coup by 
Petrino. Nelson was one of Louisiana's best prospects, and he previ- 
ously committed to Purdue. Nelson has the potential to play running 
back, defensive back or return kicks for the Razorbacks, but will most 
likely end up in the secondary. He will likely be a contender for early 
playing time. 


3 NELUCOMERS OF IMP 


Kt Wt Hometown 


Joe Adams a) 6-0 167 Little Rock, AR Central Arkansas Christian 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Arkansas ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 cornerback. 


Lavunce Askew Tt ooo 6-3 280 Camden, AR Fairview 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 48 
defensive tackle. 


BB Oooo 5-11 203 Dacula, GA 


Khiry Battle Dacula 
Rated as the nation’s No. 62 safety prospect by Rivals.com. 


Greg Childs WR OOO 6-5 200 Warren, AR Warren 
ee as the No. 9 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 84 
wide receiver. 


Brian Christopher DE OG 
Chose Arkansas over Texas Tech. 


6-4 240 Camden, AR Fairview 


De'Anthony Curtis RB @©OOCO — 5-10 209 Camden, AR Fairview 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Arkansas ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 running back. 


Alfred Davis oo 
Razorbacks picked up a sleeper late. 


6-2 295 College Park, GA Banneker 


6-5 308 Fort Smith, AR 


Austin Eott ul oo Northside Senior 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com. 


Elton Ford IB OOo 
Chose Arkansas over N.C. State. 


5-11 205 Lithonia, GA 


Albert Gary RB OO 
Chose Arkansas over Troy. 


5-10 177 Citra, FL 


Chris Gra' WR OO 6-3 195 Warren, AR 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com. 


Matt Hall 0 ©OCC _ 6-10 320 Russellville, AR Russellville 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 28 
Offensive tackle. 


Dennis Johnson RB OOO 5-8 180 Texarkana, AR Arkansas High 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
33 all-purpose back. 
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THE SLEEPER 


Jelani Smith, LB 

Arkansas dipped into Louisiana to pick 
up Smith out of Abbeville. He is a big- 
time hitter and strong interior tackler. 
He picked Arkansas primarily over the 
smaller in-state Louisiana programs 
and he could end up getting revenge 
on the other SEC programs that 
passed on him. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 36 


2009 NEEDS 


The 2008 class was big for Arkansas at the 
skill positions, particularly on offense. In 
2009, look for the Razorbacks to place more 
emphasis on the line of scrimmage — par- 
ticularly on the offensive side of the ball. The 
secondary will also be a point of emphasis. 
The Hogs will try to add a couple of corner- 
backs. 


Ht Wr 
6-0 195 Warren, AR 


Hometown School 


Basmine Jones AH O©O 
Chose Arkansas over Tennessee. 


Jerico Nelson AH @©COC — 5-10 186 Destrehan, LA Destrehan 
Bae as the No. 9 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation's No. 23 
athlete. 


Anthony Oden ol oo 6-8 295 Indianapolis, IN 
Chose Arkansas over Indiana and Oregon State. 


Lawrence North 


oo 5-11 172 Beaumont, TX 
Was named second-team All-District as a senior. 


Ozen 


Jelani Smith ee) 6-1 207 Abbeville, LA Abbeville 
Rated as the No. 35 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
38 inside linebacker. 


Tt ooo 6-2 275 North Little Rock, AR North Little Rock 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
65 defensive tackle. 


Tramain Thomas ATH OOO 6-2 175 Winnie, TX East Chambers 


Chose Arkansas over Arizona, lowa State, Texas Tech and Baylor. 


Cruz Williams WR OOO 6-4 206 Little Rock, AR Pulaski Academy 
Bet as the No. 6 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 59 
wide receiver. 


Tyler Wilson Bb ooo°0 6-3 182 Greenwood, AR Greenwood 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 9 
pro-style quarterback. 


Jarius WR ©O0O0 — 5-11 180 Warren, AR Warren 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Arkansas ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 wide receiver. 


Tenarius Wright Bb ooo 6-2 219 Memphis, TN Whitehaven 


Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


Jim ooo 6-2 217 Camden, AR Fairview 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the No. 17 dual- 
threat quarterback. 
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Individual Stats ! 


No. Name 


58 DAMARIO AMBROSE 
16 SETH ARMBRUST 
6 BRANDON BARNETT 
CLAY BEMBERG 
54 JAKE BEQUETTE 
CHRIS BEREZANSKY 
EVAN BETTIS 
26 RAMON BROADWAY 
46 FREDDY BURTON 
14 JOE CHAISSON 
NIGEL CHANDLER 
86 BEN CLEVELAND 
13 ROD COLEMAN 
64 GRANT COOK 
2 LONDON CRAWFORD 
74 KAREEM CROWELL 
82 ANDREW DAVIE 
53 _ ADRIAN DAVIS 
50 JEREMY DAVIS 
7 WENDEL DAVIS 
40 TIM DIAL 
1__ CASEY DICK 
10 NATHAN DICK 
3__ RAY DOMINGUEZ 
JOHN DURMON 
44 _ FREDDIE FAIRCHILD 
45 AARON FENTON 
1_ REGGIE FISH 
38 ELSTON FORTE 
34 _ JERRY FRANKLIN 
80 GRANT FREEMAN 
23 GREG GATSON 
DARRELL GLASPER 
98 CORD GRAY 
1 __ WADE GRAYSON 
42 CHIP GREGORY 
32 BRET HARRIS 
39 MATT HARRIS 
76 JIM HART 
53 _DERRELL HARTWICK 
80 JOSEPH HENRY 
38 DARCEL JOHNSON 


HomErown 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Mobile, AL 

FB 5-10 200 = So Little Rock 
TB 5-10 206 Texarkana 
Little Rock 
Little Rock 
DE 6- Hillsborough, NJ 
Little Rock 

cB ! Shreveport, LA 
Morrilton 

Beaumont, TX 

Houston, TX 

Springdale 

Camden 

Jonesboro 

Mobile, AL 

Tallahassee, FL 

Little Rock 

Rosenberg, TX 

Fort Smith 

Sweeny, TX 

215 Jenks, OK 

216 Allen, TX 

64 210 Allen, TX 

64 307 Bainbridge, GA 
SLB 5-11 220 Warren 
SLB 6-3 220 Little Rock 
WLB 6-1 = 228 Plano, TX 
FL 5-7 1156 Sr Mesquite, TX 
WLB 6-0 216 St Little Rock 
WLB 6-2 218 ~~ Fr Marion 
TE 6-7 250 Fr Paris 
CB 5-11 170 So Memphis, TN 
CB O5-8 So Baton Rouge, LA 
Wynne 
Harrison 

Allen, TX 
Irving, TX 
Richardson, TX 
Focahontas 

SNP 5-9 North Little Rock 
TE 6-3 Conway 


FB 5-11 


Att Gain 


Interceptions: J 
Sacks: F. Fairchild 
Tackles for loss: E 
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No. Name 
5 RASHAAD JOHNSON 
7 _SHEDRICK JOHNSON 
95 PATRICK JONES 
92 BRANDON LAMPKIN 
36 WALNER LEANDRE 
65 DEMARCUS LOVE 
29 JAMAR LOVE 
7 _JERMAINE LOVE 
63 JONATHAN LUIGS 
24 ISAAC MADISON 
88 LUCAS MILLER 
JOSH MINDE 
90 ERNEST MITCHELL 
CLIFF MOORE 
ALEX MORTENSEN 
‘7  JERELL NORTON 
60 SETH OXNER 
66 MITCH PETRUS 
1 RYAN POWERS 
7 JOHN AARON REES 
56 BARRETT REYNOLDS 
1 RHETT RICHARDSON 
7 _ANTWAIN ROBINSON 
3 ROBERT SALINAS 
19 CARLTON SALTERS 
7 DONNELL SANDERS 
93 MARCUS SHAVERS 
96 MALCOLM SHEPPARD 
1 MICHAEL SMITH 
4 MITCHELL SMITH 
70 CODY STANDRIDGE 
59 VAN STUMON 
7 ALEX TEJADA 
83 LANCE THOMPSON 
84 CROSBY TUCK 
7 _ AUSTIN TUCKER 
78 JOSE VALDEZ 


1 MARQUES WADE 


20 DALLAS WASHINGTON 


20 TORIAN WILKINS 


CODY WILLIAMS 


262 


37 


Loss 


HomeTown 

Waco, TX 

cs : Sweeny, TX 
Hampton, GA 

Tucker, GA 

Tampa, FL 

Lancaster, TX 

North Little Rock 

WLB 5-11 220 Garland, TX 
c 6-6 Little Rock 
(6-0 Dallas, TX 
Huntington 
Richardson, TX 
Newnan, GA 
Chicago, IL 
Fairburn, GA 
Cedar Hill, TX 
Monticello 
Carlisle 
Athens, AL 
little Rock 
SNP 6-1 Plano, TX 
SNP 6-1 Rockwall, TX 
DE 6- Little Rock 
FB Z La Joya, TX 
FL : Tallahassee, FL 
DE 6- 5 College Park, GA 
oT 2 Lucas TX 
DE Bainbridge, GA 
1B - tr Tallahassee FL 
Le 2 is Bentonville 
0G : Mount Ida 
North Little Rock 

Springdale 

Searcy 

Springdale 

Springdale 

St. Francis W1 

Ellenwood, GA 

Douglasville, TX 

Katy, TX 

Bryant, TX 


Little Rock 


TO Long Avy/ 


AC oTescoK 


ou can’t get the full story on these Razorbacks 

without their account of “Full Metal Fridays.” 

Full Metal Fridays were the most unorthodox 
of the winter workouts that new strength coach 
Jason Veltcamp prescribed. 

Veltcamp came from the University of 
Louisville where he had been the strength coach 
for four years under Petrino. 

“Full Metal Fridays ... it was unconventional 
stuff,” senior center Jonathan Luigs said with a 
mixture of respect and disbelief. 

“It reminded me of when Rocky was fighting the 
Russian. Hanging from I-beams and sleds in the 
sand and scaling walls and unconventional things 
that helped team camaraderie and togetherness.” 

¢ Little did the Arkansas players know that 
Full Metal Fridays were just mildly unconven- 
tional compared to the second spring scrimmage. 
The first spring scrimmage went 80 plays. 

“Aw, that was a short easy one,” Petrino said. 
“The next will be really a long one.” 

Five days later the players didn’t really believe 
Petrino would more than double the scrimmage 

. until the coach called 164 plays. 

“I thought they were kidding at first when 
they said we were going to go that long,” said 
sophomore tight end D.J. Williams. 

Exhausted players couldn’t begin to count 
their reps. 

“I felt like I was in for 100 plays out there,” 
senior defensive end Antwain Robinson said. 
“But it was tough for everybody.” 

August preseason scrimmages will go just as long. 

“Yeah,” Petrino said, “when it’s 100 
degrees.” 

© At Louisville, Petrino coached balanced 
offenses to big numbers. 

He doesn’t promise that Arkansas will average 
561 yards a game like one of his Louisville 
teams, but he doesn’t back off the notion of his 
offense working in the SEC. 

“No question our offensive philosophy is 
going to work,” Petrino said. 

“T do understand the speed of the conference. 
You might not see those type of numbers just 
because of the quality of the defenses and phi- 
losophies of the some of the teams we play.” 


“at Alabama 38-41 
KENTUCKY 25-42 
NORTH TEXAS 66-7 
CHATTANOOGA 34-15 
AUBURN 
at Ole Miss 


at LSU (307) _ 50-48 


. AT&T Cotton Bowl 
vs Missouri 7-38 
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concerns. 
“T like the talent and the speed,” Petrino 
said, “but we are inexperienced there.” 
Only Forte, a senior, is a returning starter. 
Franklin, a redshirt freshman, had a 
chance to make his case in the spring be- 
cause junior Wendel Davis, the heir appar- 
ent to graduated middle linebacker Weston 
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Dacus, was recovering from knee surgery. 


Powers took advantage of the extra 
playing time created when Petrino indefi- 
nitely suspended junior Freddie Fairchild, 
a returning starter. Fairchild was charged 
in March with third-degree battery from 
an alleged domestic dispute. 

The speed up front on the edge is for- 
midable, especially with ends Adrian Davis 
and Damario Ambrose, and backups Ant- 
wain Robinson and Jake Bequette. Malcolm 
Sheppard, who moved inside from starting 
defensive end, is a good-effort guy. 


- LB 8 
Returning starter Ernest Mitchell and paar rtd has pt well 


ass blocking for Bobby Petrino’s deihos! to 
Marcus Shavers, both seniors, missed ie ; 


spring drills because of injury rehab at one 
tackle spot. Senior Cord Gray and sopho- 
more Patrick Jones were fighting hard in 
the spring for playing time as well. 


Alex Tejada made 17 of 23 field goal at- 
tempts last season, with a long of 47 yards, 
and he successfully kicked 58 of 60 extra 
points. Tejada adds kickoff duties this year. 

Jeremy Davis returns to punt after aver- 
aging 40 yards last season. He placed 19 
inside the 20, 

Safety Matt Harris was among many 
auditioning to return punts. Reggie Fish, 
Michael 


Glasper are all taking turns. 


Smith and walk-on Darrell 


Those spring candidates might fall behind 


Jerell Norton, who missed spring practice 


5-10, 11, ‘the Camden, Ark., 
‘native isn't the real big back 
‘Petrino might ¢ crave, but he’s | 
bigger than retumee Michael | 
“Smith (5-7, 173) and on par Bids 
with Brandon Barnett (5-10, 206). ... Curtis — 
averaged B38 yards per touch all-purpose at 
“Camden’s Fairview High. “He can run the ball — 
with power and hit a home run,” Petrino said. 


because of a pulled hamstring. He returned 
18 punts for 142 yards last season. 
Michael Smith is in line as the primary 


kickoff returner, replacing All-American 
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Player Profile 


Top Center to Make 
New Backs Better 


Former University of Arkansas All- 
American running backs Darren McFadden 
and Felix Jones both said Jonathan Luigs 
helped them get where they wanted to go 
— the NFL. 

In turn, Luigs says McFadden and Jones 
absolutely got him where he’s been. 

The senior center has been a Riming- 
ton Award finalist the past two years. 
Luigs won the award last year annually 
bestowed upon the nation’s finest colle- 
giate center. 

“They made me look better than prob- 
ably I actually was,” Luigs said. 


Luigs might be a bit too modest. But 
there’s no doubt that two years of media 
focused on the running exploits of McFad- 
den, and to a lesser extent Jones, made 
Luigs a center of attention. 

Luigs, who is 6-4, 307 pounds, was 
tempted to join his running back team- 
mates in declaring early for the NFL draft. 
Yet he returned to school, even though he 
had already earned a degree in transpor- 
tation logistics. 

“T definitely thought about it,” Luigs 
said. “But the more I thought about it, it 
really wasn't too hard. You can only be a 
Razorback once in your life. 

“As far as leaving college and going into 
the real world and having to pay taxes and 
not being able to go home and having your 
mom wash your clothes ... having another 
year of basically being a little kid again, 
that played a bigger role than anything.” 

Though new Arkansas coach Bobby 
Petrino is known for his businesslike de- 
meanor, he welcomes a year of Luigs be- 
ing a kid again, especially after reviewing 
film of Luigs’ first spring scrimmage post 
D-Mac and Felix. 

“Luigs,” Petrino said, smiling about em- 
phasizing the obvious, “is a really good 
player. He really makes your running 
game because you get a lot of cutbacks 
with how quick and how dominant he can 
play there.” 

New offensive line coach Mike Summers 
appreciates him, too. 

“He's been absolutely everything you 
would want him to be,” Summers said. 
“He's been a leader, he’s studied the of- 
fense and he continues to develop and get 
better every day.” 

Luigs says everybody must improve 
daily. The line can no longer rely on Mc- 
Fadden breaking off amazing runs despite 
botched blocks. 

“If we have a missed assignment,” Luigs 
said, “it’s going to be more noticeable not 
having Superman break it.” 

Luigs has proven to be a hero of his own 
to the Razorback line. 


Felix Jones. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The schedule is not built for success in 
Petrino’s first season. 
The non-conference schedule includes 


fensive coordinator Gus Malzahn — and a 
trip to old Southwest Conference rival Texas. 

Yes, there's the usual monster SEC 
slate, although there is no crossover game 
against preseason No. 1 Georgia, and it 
wraps up with defending national cham- 
pion LSU visiting Little Rock. 

Even the emotional game vs. Texas might 
pale to the Oct. 25 and Nov. 1 games in 
Fayetteville against Ole Miss and Tulsa. 

Some Arkansas fans remain passionately 
divided about two departed native sons — 
Houston Nutt, who is in his first year at 
Ole Miss coach after coaching Arkansas the 
past 10 years, and Gus Malzahn, Nutt’s es- 
tranged offensive coordinator from 2006. 

Oh, yeah ... Louisiana-Monroe visits 
Little Rock on Sept. 6. 

The Razorbacks better not overlook 
this one — Alabama coach Nick Saban 


can vouch for that. 


— Nate Allen 


SCHEDULE 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 


Aug. 30 


“Sept. 6 LA MONROE (Little Rock) _ 


" Sept. 13 at Texas — 
Sept. 20 ALABAMA 
“Oct. 4 ~ FLORIDA > 
“Oct.12 at Auburn © 


at Miss State 


Nov. 28 LSU (Little Rock) _ 
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We could have designed some fancy ad for you... 


But then we realized it was easier to just tell you that 
we're the best source for all College Football Tickets, 


TICKETCITy 


Alabama, Arkansas, Auburn, Florida, LSU...all teams! 
SEC Championship, BCS and all Bowl Games. 


BUY ONLINE OR GALL 1.800.50LD.OUT 


AUBURN 


ATA GLANCE 


ip Ms i 
i a 
TON B. ty 
Tommy Tuberville — At Auburn: 80-33, +h] 

ne years; overall: p20 724 44 Hats 1 


| 17; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter _ 3 


RB Brad Lester, OT Lee Ziemba, 

_ 0G Tyronne Green, DT SenDerrick Marks, ; 
DE Antonio Coleman, LB Tray Blackmon, — 

_ CB Jerraud Powers, DB Aairon Savage 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


"The offensive line returns five starters and 
experienced depth. The backfield returns 
its three leading rushers. The: linebackers a 
should be a strength after enduring inju- 
ries in 2007. Jerraud Powers, Aairon = 
Savage and SS Zac Etheridge gives the 
secondary a good place to start. Kicker 
Wes Byrum can score consistently and 

_ from long distance, t 


9-4 overall, 5-3 SEC (2nd, West) 


The passing game is uncertain — at quar t 
terback and receiver, Young defensive 
linemen emerged in the spring but have 


will be counted on for immediate help in 
the secondary. The Tigers need more con- 
sistent punting. 


DT Josh Thompson, DT Pat Sims, FS Eric 
Brodk, GB Patrick Tee) OBIBiataog Cox 
te Ty 
peer 
Auburn has questions to answer, ae SO af 


does every other team in the West. The "i 


Tigers face many of their key SEC games 
at home and have enough talent and 
depth to make winning the West a tealis- 
tic goal. For that to happen’ the quarter- 
backs, receivers and young defensive line- " 
men and defensive backs must step up 
quickly. 


ae 


to prove themselves in games. Freshmen 


’ Despite Changes, Tigers Should All Be Coordinated 


“we two new coordinators — one 
is the program's fourth defensive 
coordinator in five years and the other is 
installing a new spread offense — Auburn 
could experience a season of upheaval and 
uncertainty. 

But appearances are deceiving. 

While the Tigers start over with Tony 
Franklin on offense and Paul Rhoads on 
defense, so much else remains the same 
— especially when it comes to Auburn's 
own expectations. 

“People might think we can’t do it, but 
we know we can contend for the SEC,” 
“We've 


got a lot of good players coming back and 


said senior tailback Brad Lester. 


a lot of good ones coming up.” 

Auburn returns 17 starters and a healthy 
number of other players who saw signifi- 
cant time when injuries hit in 2007. 

Quarterback is a major question. 

Three-year starter Brandon Cox was rare- 
ly spectacular but usually steady. Now he’s 
gone and the job is up for grabs between 
true sophomore Kodi Burns, who played 
well in the Chick-fil-A Bowl victory over 
Clemson, and junior college transfer Chris 
Todd, who played in Franklin’s spread of- 
fense in high school and spent one year in 
a similar offense at Texas Tech. 

The Tigers must also replace three 
starters on the defensive line, develop 
trustworthy receivers and shore up the 
secondary. 

“This group has a great opportunity, but 
it all depends on the next few months,” 
Tuberville said after spring. “We got bet- 
ter (in the spring), but we're not what we 
need to be.” 


OFFENSE 


All spreads are not equal. West Vir- 
ginia runs the ball extensively. Texas Tech 
throws it all over the yard. Franklin’s no- 
huddle offense is designed to take advan- 
tage of available personnel and strive for a 
healthy run-pass balance. 

That was evident when the coaches in- 
stalled the spread in nine practices before 
the bowl game and gained a season-high 
423 yards. 

Auburn enters the season still looking 
for a starting quarterback, although Kodi 
Burns and Chris Todd emerged from a 
group of four candidates in the spring. 

Burns is the better runner, and Franklin 
helped him correct some mechanical flaws 
in his throwing motion this spring. By the 
end, Burns was passing much better but 
still had a lot of work to do. 

Todd has a good feel for the offense 
but a sore throwing shoulder prevented 
him from showing what he could do in 
the spring. Regardless of who does what, 
Franklin said the Tigers might be better 
off with a two-quarterback system. 

“Tt’s a good problem as long as they can 
handle it. They will handle it, because if 
they don’t, whoever doesn’t handle it will 
be on the bench,” Franklin said. 

“There was a time when I might have 
said you just have to pick one and play 
him, but not now, not when they are so 
distinctly different. The bottom line is it 
helps us to win.” 

All five starters return on the line, which is 
solid in the middle with two seniors — cen- 
ter Jason Bosley and guard Tyronne Green, 


116 Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


WUWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.cCoM 2008 


Photo by: Rex Brown/Getty Images 


Kodi Burns 


Tackles Lee Ziemba and Ryan Pugh 
and guard Chaz Ramsey all started as 
true freshmen in 2007 and should be 
much better, especially now that Ziemba 
has flipped to the left side and Pugh has 
moved to the right. 

Brad Lester, junior Ben Tate and senior 
Tristan Davis bring a variety of strengths 
to the backfield. They'll get plenty of car- 
ries in the new offense but will also be able 
to show what they can do as receivers. 

Can Auburn find enough receivers to 
make the offense work? 

In the spring, Tommy Trott looked like 
a good fit as a tight end/slot receiver, se- 
nior Robert Dunn showed big-play po- 
tential and previously unproven James 
Swinton, Terrell Zachery and Quindarius 
Carr stepped up as possible threats. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 156.92 ypg rushing (Sth in SEC/S3rd in NCAA), 178.23 ypy passing (Sth/103rd), 335.15 ypy total offense (10th /37th), 24.23 points per game (9th /84th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Kodi Burns So. Both QBs still have a lot to prove. Chris Todd, Jr. 

RB Brad Lester* Sr. Versatile back determined to prove himself. B. Tate, Jr/T. Davis, Sr. 
WR _ Rod Smith* Sr. Solid walk-on must step up his game. James Swinton, Sr. 
WR Montez Billings* Jr___ Fighting off challenges for job. Quindarius Carr, Fr. 
WR Robert Dunn Sr.___ Time to make good on potential. T. Zachery, So./M. Fannin, So. 
WR Tommy Trott Jr. Will play tight end and slot. Tim Hawthorne, So. 
LT __ Lee Ziemba* So, __ Talented anchor moves to left side. Jared Cooper, Fr. 

LG Tyronne Green* Sr. Auburn's most underrated lineman. Kyle Coulahan, Fr. 

C _ Jason Bosley* Sr___Hard-nosed player is the leader in the middle. Mike Berry, So. 

RG Chaz Ramsey” So. Must get healthy to hold off Isom. Byron Isom, So. 
RT__Ryan Pugh* So. __ Making the move from left to right Tackle. Andrew McCain, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 124.69 ypg rushing (Sth in SEC/29th NCAA), 173.2 passing (2nd/6th), 297.92 total defense (2nd/6th), 16.92 points per game (1st/6th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE Michael Goggans So. Showed promise with strong spring. A.J. Greene, Fr. 

DT _SenDerrick Marks* Jr. Productive player and key leader for Tigers. Mike Blanc, So. 

NT Jake Ricks Jr____ Somebody needs to step up here in the fall. Z. Clayton, So,/T. Doolittle, Sr. 
DE Antonio Coleman* Jr. Strong two-deep at this spot. Antoine Carter, So. 

LB Tray Blackmon* Jr___ Big talent, must be able to stay on field. Josh Bynes, So. 

LB Merrill Johnson Sr. Auburn has solid experience at this spot. Chris Evans, Sr.* 

LB Craig Stevens* So. Emerging talent on this side. Bo Harris, So. 

CB Jerraud Powers* Jr. The anchor of Auburn’s secondary, Ryan Williams, So. 


CB Aairon Savage Jr___Will be a key player — at corner or safety. Walter McFadden, Jr. 


$5 Zac Etheridge* So. 
FS Mike McNeil So. 
“Returning Starter 


The X-factor is sophomore Mario Fan- 
nin, a versatile player who played tailback 
last season. He likely will play a multiple 
role this fall — if he comes back healthy 


from March shoulder surgery. 


DEFENSE 


‘Tray Blackmon, because of suspensions 
and injuries, has never been able to prove 
himself over a significant period. After he 
remained healthy throughout the spring, 
Tuberville said, “Tray Blackmon looks 
like the Tray Blackmon we recruited out 
of high school — running hard, running 
through people and very physical.” 

Blackmon’s presence in the middle high- 
lights Auburn’s overall speed — a quality 
that grabbed Rhoads’ attention immedi- 
ately. 


Made 65 tackles, second on team, as a freshman. 
Talented ... but still has lots to learn, 


Mike Slade, Fr. 
Jonathan Vickers, Sr. 


“I think this defense is more athletic 
than any defense I was associated with at 
(the University of) Pittsburgh,” Rhoads 
said. “Without a doubt, there’s enough tal- 
ent here to win a lot of football games.” 

There is still a lot of work to do, starting 
up front. End Quentin Groves and tackle 
Josh Thompson completed their careers, 
and junior tackle Pat Sims turned pro. 

Marks, one of Auburn's best players and 
leaders, is moving from end to the three- 
gap tackle. The switch was made easier by 
an impressive spring from sophomore Mi- 
chael Goggans. 

Junior end Antonio Coleman became a 
key player last fall. But he missed most of 
the spring with a neck injury, with sopho- 
more Antoine Carter playing well in his 
absence. 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2008 


Raven Gray, DE 

Gray originally signed with Auburn in the class of 2006 before failing 
to qualify and heading to junior college. At that time, the defensive end 
prospect was just under 6-4, 234 pounds. Since then, Gray has bulked 
up to 260 pounds and is still running a 4.6 40. 


Jermaine Johnson, OT 

On the nation’s most talented prep school team, Johnson was the best 
offensive lineman. He certainly has an SEC-ready body at 6-6, 310 
pounds. Johnson’s coach at Hargrave Military Academy, Robert 
Prunty, compares him favorably to Baltimore Ravens offensive line- 
man Jared Gaither. 


Onterio McCalebb, RB 

McCalebb was one of the first benefits of the Tony Franklin hire. The 
all-purpose back immediately responded to the idea of producing in 
# the spread offense, and he will be a perfect fit. His speed and versatil- 
_ ity will be featured nicely at Auburn. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Ht Wt Hometown School 


Darvin Adams WR OOS 6-2 181 Kennesaw, GA Harrison 
Rated as the No. 35 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 48 
wide receiver. 


Hany Adams WR OOS 6-0 175 FL FL Dillard 
Rated as the No. 52 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 56 
wide receiver. 


Ken Adams TE oo 6-4 217 Enterprise, AL 
Tigers picked up in-state prospect late. 


Da'ShaunBames 1BOOO 6-2 Tallahassee, FL 
Originally signed with Tennessee in 2007. 


TSharvan Bell MH oooSo 6-0 169 Kissimmee, FL Osceola 
Pet as the No. 47 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 30 
athlete. 


Drew Cole BB OOO 6-0 180 Picayune, MS Picayune 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
62 cornerback. 


Dax Dellenbach ol oo 6-1 220 FL Lauderdale, FL North Broward 
Signed with the Tigers as a deep snapper. 


DeRon Furr MH O98 OS 6-3 212 Columbus, GA Carver 
cae as the No. 22 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 31 
athlete. 


Raven Gray DE OOO6G0 6-4 260 Wesson, MS Copiah-Lincoln C.¢. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 4 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


Cameron Henderson DE OOOO 6-5 240 Birmingham, AL Shades Valley 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 9 
weakside defensive end. 


D'Antoine Hood 1B ooo 5-9 185 Phenix City, AL Central-Phenix 
Rated as the No. 34 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
61 cornerback. 


Reggie RB OOS 5-10 180 Daphne, AL Daphne 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
19 all-purpose back. 


Marcus Jemison ATH OOO 6-2 190 McCalla, AL McAdory 
feat e the No. 21 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
athlete. 


Jermaine Johnson «OL OGOGS 66 309 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 2 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Derek Winter, WR 

As a senior, Winter caught 75 passes | {otal Stars 

for 1,686 yards-and 18 touchdowns. . 

Those numbers came against high- (MALLET ars 

level competition in the state of Florida, 

so the 6-0, 180-pounder should be 2009 NEEDS 

ready for the SEC talent level. After signing only one true offensive line 
prospect in Jermaine Johnson, Auburn will 
be looking to load up with some big athletes 
there. Defensively, the focus will be on the 
defensive line and in the linebacking corps 
— where the Tigers only signed two in the 
2008 class. 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown 


Lipscomb Bb OooOo 6-2 175 Tucker, GA Tucker 
fey as the No. 28 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 35 
safety. 


Derrick Lykes DE oo 6-4 274 Clanton, AL Chilton County 
Tigers picked up in-state prospect late. 


Onterrio McCalebh RB GOGO — 5-10 154 Fort Meate, FL Fort Meade 
Rated as the No. 39 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 13 
all-purpose back. 


Philip Pierre-Louis ATH OOO 5-10 175 FortLauderdale,FL St. Thomas Aquinas 
sie as the No. 79 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 54 
athlete. 


Spencer 1B oo 6-1 200 Dothan, AL Northview 
Chose Auburn over Duke. 


Jomarcus Tt 0999 6-2 260 Huntsville, AL J,0. Johnson 
Rated as the No. 28 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
47 defensive tackle. 


Brandon Smith AH oo 6-1 185 Mobile, AL Williamson 
Plans to be at Auburn after two-year stint in Junior College. 


RB OOO 5-10 239 


Eric Smith Seffner, FL Armwood 
ities = the No. 76 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 4 
ullback. 


Vance Smith TE oo 6-4 245 Pace, FL Pace 
Rated as the nation’s No. 43 font end by Rivals.com. 


Freddie Smooth “i ooo 6-5 300 BatonRouge,LA Desire Street Academy 
Rated as the No. 40 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
50 offensive tackle. 


Christian Thompson DB OOO 6-1 195 FortLauderdale,FL St Thomas Aquinas 
sere as the No. 97 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 60 
safety. 


Chris Todd Be ooo 6-2 Hutchinson, KS Hutchinson 6.C. 
Chose Auburn over Troy. 


Barrett Trotter ooo 6-2 193 Birmingham, AL Briarwood 
Chose Auburn over Troy, Duke, UAB, Samford and Army. 


Andre 0 ooo 6-2 245 Hemando, MS Hemando 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
48 strongside defensive end. 


Derek Winter WR OO 6-0 178 Tampa, FL Plant 
Chose Auburn over Georgia Tech, lowa, South Florida and Army. 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Hr. Wr. Cvass Hometown No, Name Pos. Hr. Wr. Ctass HOMETOWN 


eee took their toll on the Tigers through- 
out the spring, especially at tailback. 

Ben Tate missed most of the spring with a ham- 
string injury. Tristan Davis didn’t do much until 
the final week because of a foot injury. Mario 
Fannin couldn’t shake a nagging shoulder injury 
and had surgery to correct a chronic problem. 

While the spring was pretty much a loss for 
Tate and Fannin, Davis offered another tease of 
his talent with a 69-yard run in the final spring 
practice. 

Davis has been limited by injuries and posi- 
tion changes during his Auburn career and 
missed most of the 2007 season with foot and 
toe injuries. When he’s been healthy, he has 
shown signs of explosive speed. 

e A broken arm forced wide receiver Tim 
Hawthorne to miss significant time for the sec- 
ond straight spring. 

Sophomore guard Chaz Ramsey also missed 
considerable practice time, allowing sophomore 
Byron Isom to make a move toward competing 
for the starting job. 

The scariest injury came when defensive end 
Antonio Coleman and offensive tackle Lee 
Ziemba got into a post-whistle skirmish early in 
the spring, and Coleman suffered a neck injury. 
He missed most of the spring as a precaution and 
is expected to be ready this summer. 

e Auburn has high hopes for junior college 
defensive end Raven Gray, who enrolled in January 
but did not participate in spring practice because 
of surgery for a pre-existing knee problem. 

¢ The Tigers caught a break when senior nose 
tackle Tez Doolittle received a sixth year of 
eligibility from the NCAA. Doolittle has been 
limited by injuries during his college career, 
including a preseason Achilles’ tendon injury 
that wiped out his 2007 season. 

© True freshman QB DeRon Furr enrolled early 
and took part in spring practice. While he still 
has a long way to go as a college quarterback, 
he might face a decision between playing his 
true freshman season at receiver or redshirting 
and taking another shot at quarterback in 
2009. 


RB Clanton 31 ADAM HERRING 1B 6-1 224 Springdale, AR 
RB 39 DAVIS HOOPER RB 6-0 =6205 SFr Montgomery 
28 _DASHAUN BARNES 1B 6-2 «6221S Fr Tallahassee, FL 37__ MORGAN HULL K 6-2 187 So Decatur 
Antioch, TN 


Aubum 


57 BYRON ISOM 
55 MERRILL JOHNSON 
LaGrange, GA 29 JASON KING FB 6-0 230 = So Newnan, GA 


Jonesboro, GA 


Pelham LB Butler 


Pompano Beach, FL 1 BRAD LESTER RB 5-11 198) Sr Lilburn, GA 
oT Mobile 
or 
97 _ RYAN BURSE TE 62 220 Fr Prattville 6 WALTER MCFADDEN DB 6-0 180 Jr Pompano Beach, FL 
JOSH BYNES So __ Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
So Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Niceville, FL 


Huntsville 94 _SENDERRICK MARKS 


Fort Smith, AR 75 ANDREW MCCAIN Birmingham 


234 83 GABE MCKENZIE Mobile 


220 


26 MIKE MCNEIL 
RUDY ODOM 
CHARLES OLATUNJI 
NICK PADGETT 


Mobile 


Mandeville, LA 


Huntsville 


Lilbum, GA 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL Houston, TX 


NICHOLAS PATTERSON 
JERRAUD POWERS 
RYAN PUGH 


Hoover Decatur 


Ocala, FL 


Decatur 


Vestavia Hills 
Opelika 


Hoover 


CHAZ RAMSEY Madison, MS 


JAKE RICKS 
DARRELL ROSEMAN 
MATTHEW SAMPLE 
AATRON SAVAGE 
ZACK SHAW 
JACOB SHIREY 
ROBERT SHIVER 
RYAN SHOEMAKER 
BLAKE SHRADER 
MIKE SLADE 
CHRIS SLAUGHTER 
BRENT SLUSHER 
RODGERIQUS SMITH 
CRAIG STEVENS 
BRIAN SUMMERHILL 
JAMES SWINTON 
Gadsden JEFFERY TARVER Stone Mountain, GA 
Columbus, GA BEN TATE Newark, MD 
Boligee 23 PATRICK TATUM PL 162-213) 2/50 Sylvania 


Muscle Shoals 
Dunedin, FL 


Augusta, GA 
Mobile 
Midfield 


1 VINCENT COOK 
79 JARED COOPER 
58 KYLE COULAHAN 
CLAYTON CROFOOT 


JOHN CUBELIC 


WR 
oL 
OL 


5-10 200 Fr Jemison 


6-4 297 Brewton Albany, GA 


Pensacola, FL 
Orlando, FL 


Montgomery 


Fort Payne 


Birmingham Thomasville, GA 


East Point, GA 


TRISTAN DAVIS 
JOHN DOUGLAS 
ROBERT DUNN 
CLINTON DURST 
BART EDDINS 
ZAC ETHERIDGE 
CHRIS EVANS 
MARIO FANNIN 
LUKE FARMER 
JEREMY FLOWERS 
DERON FURR 
MIKE GIBSON 


Birmingham 


Stevenson 
Tallahassee, FL 
Fort Valley, GA 
Pineville, KY 
Snellville, GA 


Augusta, GA 


Augusta, GA 


Destin, FL 


Montgomery 


Troy 
Prichard 


Tallahassee, FL 


Hampton, GA Acworth, GA 


Roanoke Tucker, GA 


49 MICHAEL GOGGANS DE 6-3 254 So Alexander City 74 LEE TILLEY OL 6-7 318 So Columbus, OH 
42 RAVEN GRAY DE 65 253 Enterprise 64 JACKSON TIMMERMAN OL 6-0 290 Jr Rehobeth 
71 TYRONNE GREEN OG 6-2 307 & Pensacola, FL 12 CHRIS TODD QB 6-4 212 dd Elizabethtown, KY 
90 A.J, GREENE DE 65 269 Fr Brentwood, TN 5 TOMMY TROTT TE 65 21 J Montgomery 


56 COURTNEY HARDEN 1B 6-0 237 _—s Sr Leighton 17__ JONATHAN VICKERS DB 6-2 216 Sr Athens 


40 BO HARRIS 1B 6-2 244 ~— So New Berlin, NY 25 RYAN WILLIAMS DB 5-11 204 So Mobile 
JOSH HARRIS BAILEY WOODS 
RYAN HASTIE TERRELL ZACHERY 


Carrollton 
Salinas, CA 


Marietta, GA 


Wadley 


13_TIM HAWTHORNE Rogers, AR ie on i aed its 
KANSAS STAT! 23-13) 
SOUTH FLORIDA (OT) 23-26 | 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 14-13) 
NEW MEXICO STATE 55-20) 


at Florida 20-17) 


a 


VANDERBILT 35-7) 


at Arkansas 


Birmingham 


Gain Loss 
651 E 


Results 


TENNESSEE TE 
at Georgia 
ALABAMA 


¢ Iricdividese! Stats 


Tackles: 

Interceptions: 
Sacks; A. C : C \ a HOE E 
Tackles for loss 1.5 Viarks 9 Chik-fil-A Bowl 


vs Clemson (OT) 
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RATES TH 


The biggest question comes at nose 
guard, where Zach Clayton, Mike Blanc 
and Jake Ricks continue to compete for 
the starting spot. The Tigers are also 
counting on two players who missed the 
spring — junior college transfer end Ra- 
ven Gray and tackle Tez Doolittle, who 
received a sixth year of eligibility. 
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The Tigers are more experienced at one 
outside linebacker spot with seniors Merrill 
Johnson, Chris Evans and Courtney Hard- 
en and more talented at the other side with 
sophomores Craig Stevens and Bo Harris 
and freshman Da’Shaun Barnes. 

The key in the secondary will be the de- 
velopment of six incoming freshmen. 

Aairon Savage moved from free safety 
to corner in the spring but where he ends 
up will be determined by the newcomers. 
If the young corners step up behind Jer- 
raud Powers and junior Walter McFad- 
den, Savage will play safety. At this point, 
sophomore Zac Etheridge is the only oth- 
er proven safety. 

“The biggest area for depth is in the 
Rhoads said. “We do not 
have eight players right now that I know 


secondary,” 


we could step out on the field with and go 


win as many games as we need to win.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Wes Byrum made 17 of 23 field goals as 
a true freshman, including the last-second 
game-winner at Florida. A nagging injury 
prevented him from handling kickoffs, an 
area in which the Tigers must improve. 

Punter Ryan Shoemaker started strong 
as a true freshman, but struggled most of 
the season. Neither he nor sophomore 
Patrick Tatum performed consistently 
well in the spring. 

In the return game, Auburn has two 
players — Tristan Davis and Robert Dunn 
— who have big-play promise... but po- 
tential doesn’t mean much if youre not on 


the field. Davis missed most of last season 


sophomore and back” 


) multiple first-team fresh- 
) man All-American honors. : 


“Tech, redshirted as a fresh- | 


zi ‘m= BRIGH TES a 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


SenDerrick Marks } 
MLB Tray ‘Blackmon may 
be more talented but Marks 


} is more accountable and 


consistent. ... Played tackle 
as a freshman, end as a 


tackle in 2008. . + Ha 
ed 26 consecutive C fi 
Finished 2007 with 43 ta 
les, 9.5 tackles for loss, 2.0 — 
sacks, 7 quarterback Wie os 4 
fies, an interception, a forced fumble, a funble 
recovery and two blocked uceel ¥ : 


: EMERGING STAR 


De 


OT Lee Ziemba i 
Made an immediate mate 
as a true freshman in 2007 
by earning a starting job in 
the preseason and starting” 
all 13 games. ... Earned 


. Despite impressive sea- 4 
sa at right tackle, moved 
to left tackle in the sping: “-- . 
Left tackle is his more natu- t f 
ral noe and ae bea “wot ft for ube his. 


QB” chris pon 

Todd played high 10 
football in an offensive sys- 
tem installed by new 
Auburn offensive coordina- 
tor Tony | Franklin. : 
Originally signed with Texas 


man and came in second in 
race for starting QB job asa 
redshirt freshman. ... Spent 5 

the -2007> season at~ et 
Hutchinson (Kan.) Community tollenes ‘Locked . 
in competition for starting job with sophomore 
Kodi Burns. a 
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Lester Now Knows: 
The Spread is Good 

When Brad Lester first heard the news 
he didn’t like it. As far as he knew, coach 
Tommy Tuberville’s decision to hire offen- 
sive coordinator Tony Franklin and switch 
to the spread offense was nothing but bad 
news for him. 

Lester had spent most of his college 
career playing tailback running behind 
a fullback and tight end in.a more tradi- 
tional offensive approach — and he liked 
it that way. 

“I heard spread and I thought, ‘Oh no’ 


I thought we were going to pretty much 
start throwing the ball all the time and I 


wouldn't be getting the ball,” Lester said. 
“Then I went and talked to Coach Frank- 
lin.” 

When Franklin gave Lester the news, it 
was good. Not only would Auburn remain 
committed to the running game, but Lester 
would also get the opportunity to show his 
versatility as a receiver. 

With just nine days of practice in the 
new offense the Tigers gained a season- 
high 423 yards in a 23-20 Chick-fil-A Bowl 
win over Clemson. Lester carried 14 times 
for 57 yards and caught three passes for 
24 yards. 

“After everything I saw I knew this 
would be a good offense for me,” Lester 
said. “I feel like this is a good fit for what 
I can do.” 

Lester has a lot to do this season to 
reach his goals. His immediate team goal is 
to become a dependable leader on an SEC 
championship team. His immediate indi- 
vidual goal is to prove he deserves to be 
mentioned among the SEC's best running 
backs. 

For that to happen Lester must be on 
the field, something that hasn't been the 
case throughout the past two seasons. 

He played in three games as a true fresh- 
man in 2004 before an injury forced him 
to take a medical redshirt. He played in 
only eight games in 2005. He played in 12 
games in 2006 and rushed for 510 yards as 
backup but missed the bowl game due to a 
suspension. 

His problems continued in 2007 when he 
missed the first six games for unspecified 
reasons. Lester finished with 530 rushing 
yards in seven games. 

For all the rumors about the possibility 
of an academic-related suspension, Lester 
is quick to point out that he is scheduled 
to graduate in August. 

With his degree in hand, Lester has high 
hopes for his final season at Auburn. 

“I feel like I’ve got a lot to prove and 
I know this is my chance to show people 
what I can do,” Lester said. “This offense is 
going to be good for me, but it’s also going 
to be good for our entire team.” 


with injuries and Dunn missed time due 


to a disciplinary issue. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Playing four of the first five games at 
home is good in theory, but the reality is. 
that the early lineup is dangerous. 

It could help that three September 
games come against teams — Southern 
Miss, LSU and Tennessee — with new 
starting quarterbacks. Early road games 
at Mississippi State and Vanderbilt aren't 
automatic anymore, and Arkansas is a 
mystery team this season. 

The schedule takes a dangerous turn 
when the Tigers play at West Virginia 
Oct. 23, followed by a road game against 
Ole Miss and a new coach, Houston 
Nutt, who has had his share of success 
against Tuberville. 

The Tigers close with a home game 
against Georgia, an open date and a road 
trip to Tuscaloosa, where the Tigers have 
never lost to Alabama. 

In all, that’s eight games against teams that 
played in bowls last season and four against 
teams that finished in the final top 12. 

— Richard Scott 


SCHEDULE 


_LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Aug. 30 


‘Sept.6 SOUTHERN MISS © 


>) 


eee, ee 
Sept. 13  — at Mississippi State 


‘Sept. 20 LSU 
Sept. 27 “TENNESSEE 


at Vanderbilt 


_ at West Virginia 


_ at Ole Miss 


Oct 230 


‘Nov.8  TENNESSEE-MARTIN 


“Nov. 15 GEORGIA 
Nov.29 = at Alabama ~ 
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Be sa! ee 
fe Chor Play 


Luxury, DINING, GOLE, SHOPPING, SPA. The Wynfrey captures it all 
with the essence of European Elegance and state-of the-art amenities. A 
beautiful outdoor pool, world-class golf, luxury shopping, European spa, 
high-speed internet access and Shula’s Steak House. As Alabama's Preferred 
AAA Four-Diamond hotel, personal service and personal comfort are un- 
compromised. For work or play experience the elegance today. 


cs 
BA la 
— 


> B ° 
ae Shula’s, one of the top five steakhouses in America, provides an 


elegant white table cloth restaurant within a virtual museum of the 1972 Miami 


Dolphin’s historic season. 


> * ~ “Oo > ” 
Shula’s exclusively serves the award winning and famous SHULA CUT 
and is located in The Wynfrey Hotel. 


AMERICA’S 


~ 


Sreak House 


205.987.1600 | 800.WYNFREY | Wynfrey Express Fax: 205.987.0454 | www.wynfrey.com 


FLORIDA 


in the sp might 
incoming freshmen. ee 
tee is no TEED pass 
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Solve Pass Defense ... 


he video of Michigan's victory over 

Florida in the Capital One Bowl has 
become somewhat of an ego-check for the 
Gators’ secondary. 

Any time players start to feel cocky 
about how well they practiced in the 
spring, the tape can pop up on the screen 
in just a few seconds ... and the good feel- 
ings are gone. 

Michigan’s passing attack decimated 
UF's secondary — 373 yards and three 
touchdowns — in a 41-35 victory. It 
was the lowest point for a unit that had 
plenty of lows — and it’s preserved and 
re-watched in an effort to make sure it 
doesn’t get repeated. 

“That tape,” cornerback Joe Haden 
said, “was hard to look it.” 

Hard, but necessary, because the Gators 
know they don’t have much of a chance 
to win an SEC title or play for a second 
national championship in three seasons if 
the pass defense does not improve. 

Not just cornerbacks and safeties, ei- 
ther. The pass rush is an integral part of 
pass defense, too. Neither area was very 
good. Florida managed 29 sacks, the few- 
est since 2004, and intercepted only 11 
passes, the second-lowest total in school 
history in records dating to 1977. 

Even more embarrassing: The Gators 
allowed a school-record 19 touchdown 
passes. 

“When we were tremendous in pass- 
efficiency defense two years ago, there 
was a correlation between pressure on the 
quarterback and pass defense,” coach Ur- 
ban Meyer said. 

“Pass rush was very inadequate last sea- 


Win Another National Title? 


son. As a result, we gave up far too many 
plays downfield.” 

Meyer was somewhat encouraged by 
what he saw in spring. New cornerbacks 
coach Vance Bedford — a former NFL 
assistant who replaced Doc Holliday, who 
left for Marshall — and safeties coach 
Chuck Heater have their units watching 
film together for the first time. 

Redshirt sophomore safety Jamar Horn- 
sby said it has made for a more complete 
understanding of coverages and strategy. 

“The film room is really where it’s at,” 
Hornsby said. 

The secondary played better in the 
spring, Meyer said, and there will be an 
influx of talented freshmen — most no- 
tably super-recruit Will Hill — that will 
give the unit the depth it lacked last sea- 
son. 

The defensive line, however, still is an 
issue. There are no proven playmakers. 
The player who excites the coaches the 
most is freshman Matt Patchan, an early 
enrollee who moved from offensive tackle 
to defensive end. 

“We do not have an SEC defensive line 
at this moment,” Meyer said. “Hopefully 
by the end of summer we will.” 


OFFENSE 

Florida lost just two starters from an of- 
fense that led the SEC and finished third 
in the nation in scoring (42.5 ppg), so 
don’t expect much of a dropoff. 

Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow, 
the only sophomore to win the award, 
likely won't duplicate his 23 rushing 
touchdowns because Meyer and offensive 
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Percy Harvin photo by tom Hauck 


Photo by: Joe Robbins 


— 


ee 


Tim Ti ebow ; tj 


coordinator Dan Mullen want to limit 
his carries. He averaged 16 per game last 
season; the number they want in 2008 is 
around 10. 

That means the running backs must 
step up. It likely will be a committee 
approach with senior Kestahn Moore, 
redshirt freshman Chris Rainey, red- 
shirt sophomore Mon Williams, junior 
Brandon James and redshirt sophomore 
Emmanuel Moody. Moore and Moody, 
though, have to solve their fumbling is- 
sues or they won't play much. 

Junior Percy Harvin — who had 1,622 
yards rushing and receiving last season 
despite missing two games because of 
migraines — is one of the nation’s most 
dangerous players. He heads a group of 
speedy, but largely inexperienced receiv- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 200.2 ypg rushing (3nd in SEC/23rd in NCAA), 257.0 yng passing (4th/S8th), 457.2 ypg total offense (1st/14th), 42.5 ppg (1st/3rd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB _Tim Tebow* Jr. 


The plan is to cut down on his carries. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
C. Newton, So/J. Brantley, So. 


RB Kestahn Moore* Sr. He won't hold this job long if fumbles persist. Chris Rainey, Fr. 


WR _ Percy Harvin* Jr. __He’s the East Coast's Reggie Bush. Justin Williams, So, 
WR Louis Murphy* Sr. Can he follow up breakout season? Carl Moore, Jr. 

WR Deonte Thompson So. UF nearly burned his redshirt because of his speed. David Nelson, Jr. 

TE Cornelius Ingram* Sr. Might have the best hands on the team. Aaron Hernandez, So. 
LT __ Phil Trautwein* Sr.___ Missed ‘07 with stress fracture. Marcus Gilbert, So. 
LG Jim Tartt* Sr.__ 29 starts highest among active players. Corey Hobbs, So. 

C Maurkice Pouncey* So. Started 11 games at right quard in ‘07. Corey Hobbs, So. 

RG Mike Pouncey So. __ Moved to DT for final five games of ‘07. Maurice Hurt, So. 

RT _ Jason Watkins* Sr. Started at LT in place of Trautwein last season. Carl Johnson, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 103.3 ypg rushing (1st in SEC/10th in NCAA), 258.5 ypg passing (12th/S8th), 361.8 ypg total defense (7th/41st), 25.5 ppg (8th/46th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Jermaine Cunningham” Jr. 


Had 6.5 sacks in first year as a starter. 


Duke Lemmens, So. 


DT __ Troy Epps Jr. 10 sacks, 125 tackles in junior college. Terron Sanders, So. 
DT _ Lawrence Marsh So. _ Coaches laud his skills, not his consistency. Jaye Howard, So. 

DE Carlos Dunlap So.__Size, speed compare to ex-Gator Jevon Kearse, J. Trattou, So./M. Patchan, Fr. 
LB AJ. Jones” So, _ Started nine games last year, but sometimes got lost. John Jones, So. 

LB Brandon Spikes* Jr. First-team All-SEC in first year as starter. Ryan Stamper, Jr. 

LB Dustin Doe* So. __ Solid player who doesn't make many big plays. Brandon Hicks, So. 

CB Joe Haden* So. __ First true freshman to start at CB in school history.  Markihe Anderson, Jr. 
CB Wondy Pierre-Louis” Jr. Tied for team high with two INTs last year. Jacques Rickerson, So. 
SS Dorian Munroe Jr._ Led UF with 13 special teams tackles in ‘07. Jamar Hornsby, So. 

FS___ Major Wright* So. __ Didn't miss any time despite a broken thumb. Will Hill, Fr. 

“Returning Starter 


ers. Three of the top five wideouts enter 
the season without a catch. 

Tight end Cornelius Ingram, who tied 
for the team lead with seven touchdown 
catches, decided to return for his senior 
season. Along with sophomore Aaron Her- 
nandez the Gators create a pair of mismatch 
opportunities. Meyer said the Gators will 
run some two tight-end formations, most 
notably while in the spread offense. 

The line is a tough unit that blends ex- 
perience with youth. Phil Trautwein, who 
missed last season with a stress fracture in 
his foot, and fellow senior Jason Watkins 
are the tackles. Senior left guard Jim Tartt 
has the most starts (29) on the team. 

The Pouncey twins — center Maur- 
kice and right guard Mike — are talented 


sophomores who both started a year ago, 


although Mike was at defensive tackle. 
DEFENSE 

The Gators have concerns on defense, 
but not at linebacker. 

A unit that didn’t have a lot of depth 
last season suddenly has plenty. It’s led by 
junior middle linebacker Brandon Spikes, 
a first-team AII-SEC selection last season 
after recording 131 tackles, the second- 
most in the league, and junior outside 
linebacker Dustin Doe, who ranked sec- 
ond on the team with 85 stops. 

Redshirt sophomore outside linebacker 
A.J. Jones had a strong spring after be- 
ing lost at times last season. Redshirt ju- 
nior Ryan Stamper can play weakside or 
middle linebacker, while sophomore John 
Jones holds his own despite being under- 
sized (205 pounds). 
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GATORS RECRUITING 2008 


Carl Moore, WR 

At 6-4, 220 pounds, Moore already has an NFL body and has NFL 
speed to boot. The junior college product will come in ready to con- 
tribute immediately and can step in for the departed Andre Caldwell. 


Will Hill, Safety 


There is a reason that this New Jersey product was rated as the No. 1 
athlete in the country. Hill is big, physical and loves to hit. He also has 
legit speed and the kind of feet that allow him to confidently line up in 
press coverage over the slot. Hill matched up against a tight end is 
almost unfair. 


Omar Hunter, DT 

lf defensive line was a question mark for Florida during the 2007 
season, then Hunter provides a resounding answer. The Buford, Ga., 
native has a stout, stocky frame but has incredible feet and is a great 
technician with his hands. He can do anything asked of an interior 
defensive lineman and could potentially help the Gators out early in 
his career. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Ht «Wt Hometown School 


Brendan Beal 1B ©0060 — 6-4 235 Bethlehem, PA Liberty 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Pennsylvania ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 3 inside linebacker. 


Jeremy Brown 1B ©OO6 5-10 163 Orlando, FL 
Rated as the No. 42 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s No. 16 cornerback. 


Adrian Bushell AHH OOOO — 5-11 180 DeSoto, 1X DeSoto 
Hert raga ... Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Texas ... Rated as the nation’s 
0. 15 athlete. 


Jeffrey Demps RB OOOO 5-8 162 Groveland, FL South Lake 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 36 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 all-purpose back. 


Troy Epps TT 6000 6-1 280 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville C.C. 
Rated as the No. 45 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Dee Finley BB O©OoOoSo 6-3 210 Aubum, AL Aubum 
ieee oe ... Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 6 safety. 


William Green 1B OoO60 6-4 215 Hoover, AL Spain Park 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Alabama ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 outside linebacker. 


Frankie Hammond J. WR OOOO 6-0 151 Hallandale, FL Hallandale 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation's 
No, 28 wide receiver. 


Will Hill MH ©OG6O0 63 203 Jersey City, NJ St Peter's Prep 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in New Jersey ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 1 athlete. 


Omarius Hines WR O©OO6 6-1 180 Corsicana, TX Corsicana 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Texas ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 20 wide receiver. 


Omar Hunter TT ©8000 6-1 295 Bufori,GA Butord 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 defensive tackle. 


rivals.com 


Committments 


Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


TJ. Pridemore, LB 

It is hard to find a true sleeper within | Total Stars 

the Florida class because there are so 

many highly rated players. Pridemore (uucWitlithh ok 

would be a headliner of many recruit- 

ing classes, but at Florida he gets " 00. 9 N FEI DS 

overlooked. However, the 6-1, Following the signing of Tim Tebow in 2006 

230-pounder looks like a college junior and two blue-chip quarterbacks in 2007, the 

as a high schooler. He has the physical Gators didn’t sign any QBs in the 2008 class. 

maturity and speed to be animmediate Look for Urban Meyer to make the quarter- 

special teams contributor. back position a priority. Other need areas for 
the Gators will be to add depth at wide 
receiver and defensive end. Thanks to its 
recent recruiting success, Florida has a lot of 
wiggle room with the 2009 class. 


Pos Stars Ht «Wit Hometown School 


dJanoris Jenkins DB ©OOo — 5-11 180 Pahokee, FL Pahokee 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 cornerback. 


Byran Jones Tt oo 6-3 325 Jacksonville, FL 
Chose Florida over Miami. 


Td. Lawrence WR OOOO 6-0 185 Lakeland, FL Kathleen 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 wide receiver. 


Lerentee McCray lB OOOS 6-2 200 Dunnellon, FL Dunnellon 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 outside linebacker. 


Carl Moore WR ©OOCGO 6-4 220 Roseville, CA 
Rated as the No. 2 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Earl Okine A) 6-6 235 Gainesville, FL Gainesville 
Rated as the No. 38 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 11 
weakside defensive end. 


Matt Patchan 0“ SOOOCS 67 265 FL Armwood 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 offensive tackle. 


TJ. Pridemore US) 6-1 Buford, GA > Buford 
Rated as the No. 45 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
inside linebacker. 


Sam ol ooo 6-4 253 Louisville, KY Trinity 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 19 
center. 


Caleb Sturgis kK oo 5-11 180 Saint Augustine, FL St Augustine 
Rated as the nation’s No. 14 kicker by Rivals.com. 


David Young oh O09 6-6 290 Edwardsville, IL Edwardsville 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 66 
offensive tackle. 
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\ Jnaividual Stats J 


No, Name 


62 LAMAR ABEL 

14 _MARKIHE ANDERSON 
7 BRANDON ANTWINE 

79 _JAMAEL AUTRY 

68 JIM BARRIE 

46 BRENDAN BEAL 
1 GARY BEEMER 

35 AHMAD BLACK 


4 _ ANDREW BLAYLOCK 
12 JOHN BRANTLEY 
28 JEREMY BROWN 
7? JOHN BROWN 
37 __ VINCENT BROWN 
48 RICK BURGESS 
38 LORENZO CAMPBELL 
2 MIGUEL CARODINE 
CURTIS CARR 
TATE CASEY 


Pes 


cB 
oT 


(NOTEBOOK) 


Hr. Wr. Crass Howeruwre No, Maser s - Wr. Hower ne Rens back Chris Rainey was the star of the 
OL/TE 6-2 254 Fr i 57_ CARL JOHNSON : Dutham, NC spring game — rushing for 75 yards and catch- 
510176 __ ar Fort Myets_ 16 A.J. JONES 3 Tampa ing a 65-yard touchdown pass — but it was what he 
6-0 283 dr Garland, TX ——-30_JOHN JONES : Soares did before the game that generated the most buzz. 


QB 
QB 
cB 


cB 


DB 
DB 
$ 

TE 


CHRISTOPHER COLEMAN TE 


RILEY COOPER 


WR 


JERMAINE CUNNINGHAM DE 


JOHN CURTIS 
5 TORREY DAVIS 
53 JAMAAL DEVEAUX 
32 DUSTIN DOE 
29 RASHAD DUNBAR 
CARLOS DUNLAP 
26 LORENZO EDWARDS 
98 TROY EPPS 
JAVIER ESTOPINAN 
JOHN FAIRBANKS 
JERIMY FINCH 
BRANDON FRAZIER 
ANDREW FRITZE 
76 MARCUS GILBERT 
40 KEVIN GOODE 
12 JOE HADEN 
48 MARQUIS HANNAH 
PERCY HARVIN 
3 COREY HENDERSON 
17__ CHAS HENRY 
AARON HERNANDEZ 
40 BRANDON HICKS 
5 BRAD HIERS 
1 COREY HOBBS 
22 CADE HOLLIDAY 
34 REGINALD HOPKINS 
JAMAR HORNSBY 
JAYE HOWARD 
4 MAURICE HURT 
CORNELIUS INGRAM 
25 BRANDON JAMES 
29 JANORIS JENKINS 
36 MOSES JENKINS 


y 

DL 
LB 
LB 
CB 
DE 
LB 


K 
OL 
DB 
DB 
DB 
WR 
DB 
P 
TE 


WR 
DB 


OL 
TE 


CB 


So Femandina Beach 2 BOBBY KANE Coconut Creek 


So Tampa LEVI LEIGH : Niles, Ohio . . 
223. O SL a | Sapa DarLipaE esd Ger 7 Weaiuba Vile Ch student contest — in which students raced foot- 


Valrico 7 BRADLEY LIGHTBOURNE WR 64 188 Sr Cahguonl ball players — Rainey ran a 4.24 40-yard dash. 
Lakeland 90 LAWRENCEMARSH DE 64 285 So Augusta, GA It's the fastest recorded time in coach Urban 
Pompano Beach 44 EAN MCQUAY RB 5-8 168 Fr Gainesville Meyer's three-plus year tenure. 

moral He 1_EMMANUEL MOODY RB 5-11 206 Jr Coppell, TX “My goal was going for a 4.1,” Rainey said. 
ae EAA RAE WR 6h 2235 Roseville, CA “I'm still working hard, still trying to get it.” 

— SSE SE at Maoh Te The 5-9, 177-pound Rainey ran that time while 

Lakeland 20 DORIAN MUNROE S511 22 Miami 2 
running alone because he got confused and 


Gainesville =, 
LOUIS MURPHY WR 6 9 St St. Petersburg iy 
Jupiter FDA MELSON Ware WSs RE OE wasn’t ready when the race began. He raced the 


While participating in the school’s fastest 


Coral Springs. 54 KVIENEWELL OL 68207 shSS*~*~S*S*«Sr pa four students moments later and ran a 4.27. 
Gainesville 3 CAMERON NEWTON QB & College Park, GA Rainey played in four games last season as a 
Gainesville 1. EARL OKINE DE 6 Gainesville freshman before undergoing shoulder surgery. 

1_MATT PATCHAN OL__& Tampa The school has petitioned the NCAA to grant 


38 JONATHAN PHILLIPS K 2 207 Wellington Rainey a medical redshirt 
WONDY PIERRE-LOUIS CB 5 182 Naples 


50 CHRIS PINTADO 1B A 1 Miami 


Longview, TX 
Lake City 
Clearwater 


© Rainey might not hold his title as the fast- 


Stone Mountain, GA 


Giockicige~ “= aanpnake PRINT © OLY TES IE ea est Gator for long. Incoming freshman Jeff 
Seffner 55 _ MIKE POUNCEY OL/DL6s 309 Lakeland Demps from Groveland (Fla.) South Lake High 
2s Gees Port St. Lucie = 15 KYLE PRATT DB 6-0 184 Gainesville School ran a 10.17 100-meter dash at a spring 
= ~ + = a CHRIS RAINEY 3167 Lakeland meet held at UF's track and field stadium. 
> T cksonville SS ye Sao ° . . ws 
JACQUES RICKERSON = 172 St. Al i 
i Ee ee ugustine He did it while the Gators were practicing and 
Paces rape fg gpl eS ee word eventually reached Meyer. 
Tone ee ee “I made a couple of comments to people that 
— SHAWN SCHMIEDER : 230 Jacksonville n 
OS SSS eee I know how to coach guys that run 10.17,” Meyer 
CHRISTOPHER SCOTT S11 193 Englewood Fie r+ F 
ORE oi es Dat Ee a said. “If I don’t, I'll figure that out real fast. 
Indianapolis, IN ee — or _ - 7 
- JOEY SORRENTINO 63 Oe © Meyer had success moving an offensive line- 
Jacksonville ° A : 
Seine tila 1 BRANDON SPIKES 1B 6-3 Shelby, NC man to the defensive line last season (Mike 
66 ori Laudendade® | 95-12 —SYAN STAMPER SB G23 ie ——_ Yacksoavile, Pouncey), so he tried it again in the spring. It 
$40 : Weston  SC_WILLIAM STEINMAHN, OL __6: Daytona Beach looks like it’s going to work again. 
S11 180 Ft. Washington, MD -«2>_ CALEB STURGIS ee! SuAopESe The staff moved Matt Patchan, a 238-pound 
; 63 JIM TARTT OL 6:3 300 Sopchy . 
59 193 SS Tart —- a freshman offensive tackle who enrolled early, to 
ous Vizginia Beach, YA Ere defensive end a week into spring practice. He 
60 159 St. Petersburg 15__ TIM TEBOW QB 6-3 232 Jacksonville ‘ : : ‘ tis 
Eee 1 BRYAN THOMAS Son BLD a97 Zephyrhills was working with the first-string defense in the 
Bristol, CT. -«28_CHRISTHOMAS DB 5-9 170 r_ FR. Lauderdale final scrimmage before the spring game. 
Jacksonville © _DEONTETHOMPSON WR _5-11_188  So___Belle Glade “He brings energy,” Meyer said. 
Bartow 94 _JUSTINTRATTOU _—dDE_ 64248 So_ Ramsey, N Patchan lost more than 30 pounds in the past 
nied pe AL TRACE OC EE eerie ly year after battling mononucleosis during his 


7 JASON WATKINS 2 and 3 : 
ae senior season at Seffner (Fla.) Armwood High 
Miramar 42. STEVEN WILKS FB +. Lakeland 


—— Frcaierin WinCE Fae School and undergoing shoulder surgery in 

Ga 7” NON WILLIAMS Ie Mesquite, TX January. He said he plans to weigh 265 pounds 
Milledgeville, GA. -«58_-MIKE WILLIAMSON LS 6 Winter Patk when the season begins. 

Hawthorne 66 _ JAMES WILSON OL 6. St. Augustine “My big thing is I’m an effort guy,” he said. 


St. Augustine 88_PAUL WILSON 6- t Lakeland “Whatever the team needs, that’s where I'll play.” 
Pahokee 35 CODY WORTON | Homestead - 


Coral Springs 1 MAJOR WRIGHT : Miramar 


Gainesville 


Effie ing Auy/G by | 
W245 2 3 f > Dene v2 Be 252.8 Ki | 
BS By ‘ J C 4S } 14 a0 3 \ 
q | 
| 
eI 
i) at South Carolina 51-31 | 
w DRIOA ATLANTIC 53-26 2 
Tacklea: ff. Se FLDRIDA STATE > 
Interception dow — = ra - . 
Sacks: + 3 of es, = ——— 
Tackles for te ey 17, 5 f rater Te re? Capital One Bowl \ 


‘ns Michigan 4) 
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Brandon 


There is plenty of excitement among 
the coaching staff about freshman Bren- 
dan Beal, a 6-3, 223-prospect who en- 
rolled in January. He might end up being 
Florida’s top backup by midseason. 

Then there’s the defensive line. The only 
player who worries opposing offenses right 


now is junior end Jermaine Cunningham, 


although sophomore end Carlos Dunlap 
had a monster spring that he capped with 
four sacks in the spring game. He must 
play the run better, Meyer said. 

Freshman Matt Patchan might end up 
starting at end, especially if he regains some 
of the weight he lost during a battle with 
mononucleosis and shoulder surgery. Soph- 
omores Duke Lemmens and Justin Trattou 
have potential, but are inconsistent. 

It's a mess at tackle. Talented sopho- 
mores Torrey Davis and John Brown are 
dealing with academic issues, senior Javier 
Estopinan is coming back from his third 
knee surgery, and nobody else has made a 
move to claim a lot of playing time. 

Junior college transfer Troy Epps has 
probably been the most consistent and 
is likely the only player who has earned a 
starting job heading into fall practice. 

Sophomore Joe Haden and junior Won- 
dy Pierre-Louis are the starters at corner- 
back. Sophomore Major Wright will start 
at free safety, but spots behind them and 
the other safety position are still open. 


Brandon James has become one of the 
nation’s most dangerous returners. The 
junior led the SEC and was second in the 
nation in punt returns (18.1 yards per 
return) last season. He was second in the 
SEC and 17th in the nation in kickoff re- 
turns (28.0 yards per return). 

He also had seven kick or punt returns 
of at least 50 yards, tops in the nation. 

Sophomore punter Chas Henry aver- 


aged 39.3 yards and helped the Gators give 


| sophomore to win the 
| Heisman Trophy, thanks to | 
| being the first player in 
| Football Bowl Subdivision |) 
| history to rush and pass for 
at least 20 touchdowns. He | 
) threw 32 TD passes and 
| rushed for 23 scores, ... The | 
_ 23 rushing TDs and 55 total ~ 
| are a SEC single season 
) record ... Tebow turned the ball over only six 
. times, all interceptions, with three being receiv- 
’ ers’ fault ... His passer rating of 172.5 was the 
' second-highest in the nation: 


EMERGING STAR 


) game, rushing 11 times for 
_ 75 yards and catching a | 
| 65-yard touchdown pass. | 
) That capped a strong spring, | 
} which prompted 
} Urban Meyer to list him 
/ among the Gators’ top five 
| playmakers. That should get | 
| him double-digit touches 
) per game in the fall. ... 


| at quarterback, safety and | 


» Orange, N.J. He rushed for 
) 960 yards and seven touch- 
) downs, threw for 947 yards % 
) and 19 touchdowns, and | 

| made 36 tackles and inter- } 


™ BEST ( 
BRIGHTEST 


"MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Tim Tebow ; 
Tebow became the first | 


TRNAS, 7 


RB Chris Rainey 
Had a breakout spring 


coach 


Played in four games in 2007 before undergoing 


) shoulder surgery to repair an injury he originally 


suffered in high school. ... Ran a 4.24 40-yard 


5 dash in a competition moments before the 
| spring game. { 


- TOP: NEWCOMER 


§ Will Hill 
He was a three-year starter 


kick returner for St. Peters | 
Preparatory School in West | 


~ ~%i., 
cepted three passes as a 


) senior. ... Hill was a Parade 

) All-American, Rivals’ top athlete and ranked No. 
) 2 in ESPN's top 150 prep players. .,. Returned an 
| interception for a touchdown the first time he 
' touched the ball as a freshman. 
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| Emmanuel Moody 


Player 


A Cure for Mootly’ 
Blues: Don’t Fumble 


Running back Emmanuel Moody trans- 
ferred to Florida because he wanted to be 
a feature back. 

He's certainly found a prominent role — 
in Urban Meyer's doghouse. 

Moody struggled picking up the offense 
and had fumble trouble throughout the 
spring. The latter is the easiest way for a 
running back to raise Meyer's ire and keep 
from getting on the field. 

“He's got talent, but there’s no chance 
you'll see him play regardless of what dot- 
com says and all the e-mails Ill get and 


. | 


al 


everything else,” Meyer said. “He will not 


Profile 


play football if there’s a chance it’s falling 
on the ground.” 

The 5-11, 206-pound Moody got a lot of 
work in the spring game, carrying a game- 
high 14 times for a game-high 111 yards 
and one touchdown. He showed off his 
quickness by getting through the line and 
then bouncing outside, and he also was 
able to outrun some defenders and turn 
the corner on some option plays. 

But that was outweighed by his fumble 
at the 1-yard line, which cornerback Marki- 
he Anderson recovered in the end zone for 
a touchback. 

“He's very talented,” Meyer said. “You 
saw some great runs. That run before he 
got hit going into the end zone, that was 
an excellent run.” 

This wasn't the kind of situation Moody 
envisioned when he announced he was 
leaving Southern California last August, 
picking Florida over North Carolina, Texas 
and Oklahoma State. 

He was the Pac-10 Freshman of the Year 
in 2006 after rushing for 459 yards (5.8 per 
carry) and two touchdowns in nine games. 
Moody finished second on the team in 
rushing despite missing three games with 
a left ankle sprain. 

Because of ankle and hamstring inju- 
ries, and the influx of talented freshmen 
running backs at USC in 2007, Moody had 
dropped on the depth chart. He wasn't 
happy and transferred. 

Moody arrived in Gainesville with a 
huge amount of hype and the pressure was 
turned up by his head coach, who would 
walk by him every day in the locker room 
and say, “I hope you're really good.” 

Moody has embraced it and still remains 
confident despite his poor spring. 

“It definitely motivates me and encour- 
ages me to keep my head on straight and 
be really good,” Moody said. “It’s not that 
our running backs aren’t producing, he 
(Meyer) just really hopes I’m that good to 
where one guy can really be counted on. 

“That's why I came here.” 


up only 22 yards on five punt returns last 
season. 

The kicking job likely will go to fresh- 
man Caleb Sturgis. He made 21 of 41 field 
goals during his final two seasons in high 
school, but most of his misses were from 
long range. Six of his eight errant kicks as 
a junior were from beyond 56 yards. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


We'll find out quickly how much the 
secondary has improved because the Ga- 
tors open at home against Hawaii, which 
is still running a wide-open offense de- 
spite June Jones’ departure for SMU. 
Florida follows that with another home 
game against Miami. 

The Gators get LSU and South Caro- 
lina at home. It will be former coach Steve 
Spurrier’s second trip to Gainesville with 
the Gamecocks. The first was a 17-16 
UF victory that ended when Jarvis Moss 
blocked Ryan Succop’s last-second field 
goal attempt in 2006. 

The season hinges on the Nov. 1 game 
against Georgia in Jacksonville. That could 
be a top five match-up with the winner 
likely taking the Eastern Division title. 

— Michael DiRocco 


SCHEDULE 


a 


Aug.30 = HAWAII 
Sept.6 MIAMI 


at Tennessee 


Oct. 25, ——- = CENT 
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AT A GLANCE 


11-2 overall, 6-2 SEC (2nd, East) — 


Mark Richt - At Georgia and overall: 
72-18, 7 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
' 17; 7 offense, 9 defense, punter 


- PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Matthew Stafford, RB Knowshon 
Moreno, WR Mohamed Massaquoi, DT Jeff 
Owens, DT Geno Atkins, LB Dannell 
' Fillerbe, LB Rennie Curran, S Reshad Jones 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
| Matthew Stafford and Knowshon Moreno 


dem as there is in college football. Caleb 

_ King should establish himself as an explo- 
\ sive backup to Moreno. The defense has 
speed and experience at every position. 
Rennie Curran, though just a sophomore, 
could become a star. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Whoever replaces Brandon Coutu, one of 
the best kickers in SEC history, has no 
college experience. The offensive line is 
experienced but still fairly young. There's 
depth at receiver but no established deep 
threat. There's no proven depth at line- 
backer. lab) ed 


C Fernando Velasco, PK Brandon Coutu, — 
WR Sean Bailey, RV Kelin Johnson 


All the ingredients are there for a run at 
the national championship. The offense is 
explosive and balanced. The defense is 
fast and physical. There's depth at most 
positions, even quarterback. But every- 
thing is predicated on winning the SEC 
East, which will be as tough as ever. 


give the Dawgs as talented a QB-RB tan- — 


é GEORGIA 


For more coverage of the Bulldogs, visit www.georgia.rivals.com 


EORGIA BULLDOGS GEORGIA BULLDOGS GEOGRGIA BULLOGGS GEORGIA BULL 


Dawgs Set Their Own Target: It's Time To Be No. 1 


A mong Mark Richt’s motivational ploys 

t year was breaking out black jerseys 
for the final home game against Auburn, help- 
ing spark the Bulldogs to a 45-20 victory. 

Richt might want to consider another 
uniform change. 

Adding a bull’s-eye. 

“We probably should,” Richt said with 
a chuckle. “Maybe we should put them 
on for two-a-days. But I don’t know what 
kind of bull’s-eye we'll have.” 

Well, coach, your team will be wearing 
the biggest one. 

The Bulldogs, Lindy’s preseason choice 
to win the national title, were playing as 
well as any team in the country at the end 
of last season, which ended with a 41-10 
thumping of Hawaii in the Sugar Bowl. 
That propelled the Dawgs to a No, 2 
ranking in the final AP poll, their best fin- 
ish of the post-Herschel Walker era. 

And last year, remember, was supposed 
to be the rebuilding year for 2008. 

Now, it’s 2008. 

Richt has built an experienced team 
(16 returning starters) with loads of talent 
across all the classes. The Bulldogs have 
one of the country’s most exciting players 
in running back Knowshon Moreno and 
a junior quarterback, Matthew Stafford, 
who appears ready to blossom into a star. 

“T really can’t control (the expecta- 
tions),” Richt said. 

“We've had some success, and with that 
comes a lot of attention and expectations. 
That’s why I keep making sure we break 
this down into little bitty pieces where we 


can digest it as we go along.” 


Georgia, over the past six seasons, has 
matched two-time national champ LSU for 
the best record in the SEC at 64-15. Only 
Southern Cal (70), Boise State (68), Okla- 
homa (67), Ohio State (66) and Texas (65) 
have won more games during that stretch. 

Richt and his staff have recruited well, 
with top 10 classes across the board every 
year during that stretch, and instilled the 
right amount of discipline, confidence 
and work ethic. 

“T think right now, we have a very good 
culture on this team,” Richt said. “They 
expect to work hard. They don’t know any 
different. That goes a long way toward 


putting a team together.” 


OFFENSE 


Georgia's offensive statistics were mod- 
est last season — fifth or worse in the 
league in every major category except 
rushing — but consider the possibilities: 

* Matthew Stafford’s passing rating of 
128.9 last year trailed only Florida’s Tim 
Tebow among returning quarterbacks. 

¢ The offensive line, which had to be 
completely rebuilt last year, now has ex- 
perience across the board. 

¢ The Dawgs lose just one receiver, 
Sean Bailey, and add to the mix talented 
freshmen Tavarres King, A.J. Green and 
Israel Troupe, all of whom should make 
an impact. 

¢ The Bulldogs surpassed 40 points in 
four of their last six games and averaged 
nearly 38 points in that stretch, 

And then there’s Knowshon Moreno. 

He burst on the scene with 1,332 
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Knowshon Moreno photo by kevin C. Cox/Getty Images 
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yards rushing and 14 touchdowns, evok- 


ing comparisons to some of the all-time 
greats. His electric presence and energy 
will take some of the pressure — both 
on the field and in the spotlight — from 
Stafford, who somewhat quietly passed 
for 19 touchdowns as a sophomore. 

“T’ve seen a big difference in him un- 
derstanding what we're trying to do of- 
fensively and understanding how to lead,” 
said offensive coordinator Mike Bobo. 

If there is a concern on offense, it’s the 
chemistry of the line. 

Center Fernando Velasco was the un- 
disputed leader. Although everyone but 
right tackle Kiante Tripp started most of 
last season, left tackle Trinton Sturdivant 
and right guard Clint Boling are the only 
ones returning to the same spots. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 177.2 ypg rushing (4th SEC/37th NCAA), 198.4 ypg passing (8th/83rd), 375.6 ypg total offense (6th/74th), 32.6 ppg (Sth/34th) 


"POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH | 


QB Matthew Stafford* Jr. Quietly one of the best in SEC. Joe Cox, Jr. 


RB Knowshon Moreno So. __Not-so-quietly one of the best in the country. Caleb King, Fr. 
FB__Brannan Southerland” __—Sr._ Punishing blocker; underrated offensive weapon. Shaun Chapas, So. | 


WR _ Kris Durham Jr.___ Better consistency has been key to maturation. Kenneth Harris, Sr. 
WR Mohamed Massaquoi* ___Sr._Needs to have a big senior year. Michael Moore, Jr. 
TE __ Tripp Chandler* Sr. Improved after rough start last year. Bruce Figgins, So. 
LT___Trinton Sturdivant* So. Enjoyed solid season as a true freshman. Josh Davis, So. 

LG Vince Vance Jr. Overpowering; will be key to inside run game. Tanner Strickland, Fr. 
C Chris Davis* So. __Will move to RG if Ben Jones becomes starter. Ben Jones, Fr. 

RG Clint Boling* So. Started 10 games; made Freshman All-American. Justin Anderson, Fr. 
RT__Kiante Tripp So. Converted DE quickly rose up the depth chart. Clint Boling, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 108.9 ypg rushing (3rd SEC/16th NCAA), 213.3 ypg passing (8th/36th), 323.2 ypg total defense (3rd/14th), 20.2 ppg (3rd/18th) 


POS STARTER "YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Roderick Battle* == Jr_Made 23 tackles in first season as starter. Jarius Wynn, Sr 

DT _Jeff. Owens* Sr. __ Four-year starter is one of nation’s best. Corey Irvin, Sr. 

DT ___ Geno Atkins” vt. __Steadily emerging as a leader on the line. Kade Weston, Jr. 

DE Jeremy Lomax Sr.__ Saw significant playing time as backup. Michael Lemon, So. 

‘LB _Akeem Dent* So. Hard hitter made five starts as a freshman, Darius Dewberry, J. 

LB Dannell Ellerbe* Sr. ___ Brings a lot of energy to the defense. Charles White, Fr. 
LB Rennie Curran* So. Plays like a senior with excellent instincts. Darryl Gamble, So. 
CB Prince Miller* Jr. Only one interception, but seven passes broken up. Bryan Evans, Jr. 

CB Asher Allen* Jr. Excellent quickness, will blitz off the corner. Ramarcus Brown, Sr. 

SS CJ Byrd* St.__Arrare senior among the two-deep in secondary. Quintin Banks, So. 

FS __Reshad Jones So. Probably the best athlete in the secondary. Donavon Baldwin, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


And if early enrollee Ben Jones shows 
he’s ready to play at center, the O-line 
would have to be shuffled again. 

“We have been able to do more things 
offensively, but we still have to find a cen- 
ter,” Bobo said. 

Richt has become comfortable with 
running the ball. But if the Dawgs are to 
improve their production, it will need to 
come in the passing game. They ranked 
just eighth in the SEC with 198.4 passing 
yards per game. 

Senior receiver Mohamed Massaquoi 
has a lot of ability but hasn’t increased his 
production from his freshman season. It 
could be a breakout year for him. 


DEFENSE 


Only two teams finished in the top three 


in total defense, run defense and scoring 
defense — LSU and Georgia. That’s im- 
pressive enough. But what’ downright 
scary is that a defense which ranked 14th 
in the country in fewest yards allowed re- 
turns nine of 11 starters. 

In an age of high-tech defenses, there is 
nothing too fancy about Georgia's scheme. 

“We concentrate on trying to play fast- 
er, more physical and be fundamentally 
sound,” said defensive coordinator Willie 
Martinez. “How hard can you run your 
hat through an opponent. ... We chal- 
lenge them to play at a different pace.” 

That starts with being strong up the 
middle. Over the past 10 years, the Dawgs’ 
defensive line has been among the best in 
the country. This year figures to be no dif- 
ferent with tackles Jeff Owens and Geno 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2008 


AJ. Green, WR 

Green is one of the most talented players in the country regardless of 
position. As he fills out his 6-5 frame he will become a devastating 
wide receiver in the SEC. He has what many consider to be the best 
set of hands in the nation. When you couple that with his body con- 
trol, he has the ability to stab balls that no other receiver can touch. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


66606 
OO6606 


THE SLEEPER 


This phenomenal athlete could be an All-SEC linebacker but he has —_ariton Thomas, RB 

already proven through spring drills that he will be special at running This diminutive back is as elusive and 
back. Despite the deep, talented backfield already in place in Athens, explosive as they come. He has great 
Samuel is too good not to get some touches as a freshman. acceleration and enough speed to be National Rank: 7 

frightening every time he touches the 

ball. As a kick returner and special 2009 NEEDS 

teams contributor, Thomas will be The main focus for Georgia in 2009 will be at 
quarterback and defensive tackle. Mark Richt 
hopes to sign two quarterbacks in the class 
and at least two defensive tackles after sign- 
ing only DeAngelo Tyson in 2008. Despite 


66066 


Total Stars 


A.J. Harmon, 06 
Despite being an in-state kid, Georgia needed some late heroics to Very valuable for the Bulldogs. 
steal Harmon away from Clemson. And what a steal he is. The 6-4, 
308-pound offensive guard is a bull in the trenches and is crushing at 
the point of attack. He is the cornerstone of a strong 2008 class on 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


the line of scrimmage. 


Ht Wt Hometown chool 


AH GOOG = 511 185 Ellenwood, GA Cedar Grove 
inci as the No. 21 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 25 
athlete. 


Brandon Boykin DB OOOO — 5-10 162 Fayetteville, GA Fayette County 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 15 cornerback. 


Commings ATH OOS 6-1 195 Augusta, GA Wesiside 
it as the No. 47 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 72 
athlete. 


Marcus Dowtin Bb osoSo 6-2 215 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Virginia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 outside linebacker. : 


Cordy Glenn “1 oooo 6-6 315 Riverdale, GA Riverdale 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 offensive tackle. 


AJ. Green WR ©GOOS 6&4 184 Summenille, SC Summerville 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in South Carolina ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 2 wide receiver. 


oh GOOG — &4 308 Louisville, GA 


A.J. Harmon Jefferson County 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 offensive guard. 


oooco #1 Milledgeville, GA 


Akeem Hebron LB Georgia Military 
Originally signed with the Bulldogs in 2006. 


Dontavius Jackson RB GOGO — 5-11 195 Franklin, GA Heard County 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 running back. 


Toby Jackson DE oooo 64 244 Griffin, GA Griffin 
Rivalsi00 selection ... Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 strongside defensive end. 


Ben Jones to ooo 6-2 Centreville, AL Bibb County 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 7 
center. 


Tavares King WR OOSOS 6-1 169 Mi Airy, GA Habersham Central 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 15 wide receiver. 


two terrific wide receiver signees in 2008, 
look for the Bulldogs to try to deepen that 
receiving corps and add more bodies at the 
offensive tackle position as well. 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown School 


Jeremy DE OO6090 6-4 212 Fort Lauderdale, FL Cardinal Gibbons 
Rated as the No. 89 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 24 
weakside defensive end. 


JonathanOwens O<L OOO 6-5 295 Blountsville, AL Susan Moore 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
47 offensive guard. 


Makiri BB OOS 5-10 194 Charlotte, NC Independence 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 31 safety. 


Bacarri Rambo AH OOS 6-1 195 Donalsonville, GA Seminole County 
pat as the No. 29 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
athlete. 


Christian Robinson 1B OOOO 6-2 204 Norcross, GA Greater Atlanta Christian 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 19 outside linebacker. 


6-4 233 Kennesaw, GA Kennesaw Mountain 


Bryce Ros Tr 90 
Son of former Bulldog Frank Ros. 


Richard Samuel ATH OGOOGCS 60 197 Cartersville, GA Cass 
Sapa selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
0. 2 athlete. 


Carlton Thomas RB OOS 5-7 159 Frostproof, FL Frostproot 
Rated as the No. 54 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 18 
all-purpose back. 


DeAngelo Tyson TT oooso Statesboro, GA Statesboro 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 defensive tackle. 


ooo 5-10 163 Fort Lauderdale, FL 


Blair Walsh K Cardinal Gibbons 
Rated as the nation’s No. 7 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Comelius 6-4 Waynesboro, GA Burke County 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 weakside defensive end. 


Nick Williams Bb oooSo 6-3 206 Bainbridge, GA Bainbridge 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 25 
outside linebacker. 
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18 BRAD ARSENAULT 
56 GENO ATKINS 
10 _DONAVON BALDWIN 
92 _NELAND BALL 
31__ QUINTIN BANKS 
41 _RODERICK BATTLE 
60 CLINT BOLING 
24 _ROBBY BOST 
57__ BENJAMIN BOYD 


25 _ VANCE CUFF 


sc 
RG 
FS 
or 
FS 
DE 
ss 
DE 

RG 

ss 

MLB 


we 


Individual Stats. 


35 RENNIE CURRAN 


WLB 


Name 
r MS 


5-10 190 Jr 
6-5 328 So 
5-0 200 So 
6-1 290 


a Pembroke Pines, FL 


6-2 206 Or Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


6-6 
6-2 
6-4 
6-5 
5-9 
6-1 


232 


290 So 
190 Ok 
210 St 


6-2 19% So 


9 _MARQUISE BROWN SE 5-11 175 So Lanham, MD 
11 RAMARCUS BROWN SC 5-31 170) S& East Point 
13__ DREW BUTLER P62 «6205 =o Duluth 

5 C.J, BYRD FS 6-2 #193 = Sr North Augusta, SC 
86 TRIPP CHANDLER TE 66 263 St Woodstock 
49 SHAUN CHAPAS FB 6-2 = 236_— So St. Augustine, FL 
14 JOE COX QB 61 208 Charlotte, NC 
98 RICARDOCRAWFORD DT 6-1 297 So Fair Bluff, NC 


1 MOHAMED MASSAQUO! FLK 6-2 198 Sr Charlotte, NC 
23 PRINCE MILLER we 58 19 J Duncan, SC 
32__ BRIAN MIMBS P S11 205 Sr Dublin 
82 MICHAEL MOORE FLK 6-2 188 Jr Ft, Lauderdale, FL 
24 KNOWSHON MORENO TB 5-11 207 So Belford, NJ 
48 FRED MUNZENMAIER [FB 6-2 233 So Norcross 
37 _CORTNEYNEWMANS TB 5-9 220 So Macon 


5-11 220 So 


& 
Stafford 13 
J. Cox 6 86. 


Name 

K. Moreno 
T. Brown 

K. Daniels 


Name 

5. Bailey 13 
M. Massaquoit3 
T. Chandler 12 


Tackles: D. Ellerbe 93. 
Interceptions: 

Sacks: M. Howard 
Tackles for loss: G. 
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33 KALVIN DANIELS TR 5-10 182 So 
57__ ANDREW DAVIS SN 6-1 220 So Tallahassee, FL 
63 CHRIS DAVIS c 6-4 292 So Jefferson 
78 _JOSH DAVIS lt 66 293 So Jayess, MS 
58 MATTHEW DEGENOVA SN 6-1 210 So Kenner, LA 
17__ JONATHAN DELAUREAL QB 6-2 213 So New Orleans, LA 
51 __AKEEM DENT SLB 6-2 218 So Atlanta 
52 DARIUS DEWBERRY SLB 6-3 235) Or Fr. Valley 
58 DEMARCUS DOBBS DE 6-2 266 Savannah 
16 KRIS DURHAM SE 65 200 Calhoun 
33 DANNELL ELLERBE MLB 6-1 232 Sr Hamlet, NC 
8 ERIC ELLIOT DB 5:9 175 So Kennesaw 
3 BRYAN EVANS - we S11 188) 6oOr Jacksonville, FL 
61 JUSTIN FIELDS WLB 6-1 244 So Savannah 
89 _ BRUCE FIGGINS TE 64 254 So Columbus 
59 BO FOWLER SN 62 215) & Union Point 
15 _ ROWDY FRANCIS FS 5-10 19 = Sr San Antonio, TX 
TY FRIX SN 6-0 200 fr Calhoun 
50 _DARRYL GAMBLE WLB 6-2 237 So Bainbridge 
16 CHAD GLOER we 6-0 191 So Fayetteville 
85 _DEMIKO GOODMAN SE 62 19 S Newnan 
6 LOGAN GRAY QB 6-2 180 So Columbia, MO 
69 ANDREW GULLY DE 6-4 250 Jr Vienna, VA 
76 BEN HARDEN c 6-3 310 So Peny 
88 KENNETH HARRIS S63 525 & Cherryville, NC 
37 _ AKEEM HEBRON WLB 6-1 225 So Gaithersburg, MD 
65 JEFF HENSON SH 63 28) = Sr Gainesville 
80 WALTER HILL WR 64 214 So Gainesville 
DEVIN HOLLANDER MIB 6-1 237 dt Gainesville 
42 JUSTIN HOUSTON SLB 6-3 240 So Statesboro 
90 _CORVEY IRVIN DT 64 286 Sr Augusta 


OL 


SZ E1ZR 12 


Fay kl bs 


21S 12 | 12 1S |e 1S 18 |S IS |& |S | F 1S 1S 1S 1S |e |e le 


218 |8 [2 12 12 [8 |e |S 


(~eorgia has a front-row seat to Knowshon 

J Moreno’s show, and it’s even more entertain- 
ing in person than on TV. 

“We've seen some crazy things from Knowshon 
in practice,” said tight end Tripp Chandler. “He 
always has the ability to make your jaw drop and 
just say, ‘Wow!” 

“I know this is going to sound funny, but 
sometimes when he's behind you and he makes a 
cut, you'll hear him make a sound like a car 
screeching its tires. He'll go ‘errrrk/ and change 
directions. It’s funny. 

“He's just a kid out there having fun. That's 
what it is, a game, and he keeps it like that.” 

© This time last year, the Bulldogs were count- 
ing on Brandon Miller to embrace playing middle 
linebacker. By the end of the season, Dannell 
Ellerbe had rendered that concern a moot point. 

Moving over from the weakside, Ellerbe earned 
All-SEC honors by leading the Dawgs with 93 
tackles, including 12 for loss and 4.5 sacks. 

“It was a perfect fit for me,” said Ellerbe. 

What wasn’t a perfect fit for Ellerbe was his 
helmet. His head gear popped loose seemingly 
every other play until he found another one. 

Defensive coordinator Willie Martinez has 
said his biggest concern is establishing new 
leadership. Ellerbe is the top candidate. He has 
taken care of business off the field and will earn 
his degree in housing after the season. 

“I feel like I'm more mature,” Ellerbe said. 
“I'm just ready to be a leader for the guys, show 
the guys the right way. Buy into the system and 
believe in the coaches.” 

¢ If the spring depth chart holds true, Brian 
Mimbs will be a busy man. He was listed as the 
No. 1 holder and placekicker. Something has to give. 

° Asher Allen, in fact, will be busy. Allen was 
already starting at cornerback and returning 
kickoffs. Now, he replaces Mikey Henderson as 
the punt returner. 

© Matthew Stafford needs just 2,063 passing 
yards to pass his position coach, Mike Bobo, for 
fourth place on the school’s all-time list. Another 
113 yards beyond that will send him past Quincy 
Carter for third place behind David Greene 
(11,528) and Eric Zeier (11,153). 
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Atkins plugging the middle. The presence 
of the two All-SEC candidates will allow 
ends Roderick Battle and Jeremy Lomax 
to pressure quarterbacks. 

Every great defense needs a man in the 
middle to direct traffic and set the tone 
for intensity. The Dawgs have that in se- 


nior Dannell Ellerbe, who found a home 
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in the middle after spending most of his 
career at weakside linebacker. 
In that “Will” position is Rennie Cur- 
y 
ran, a sophomore who’ already among the 
best in the SEC. Akeem Dent and Darius 
Dewberry will split time at strongside 


linebacker. Darryl Gamble and Akeem 


offense, Moreno was Georgia's I 
» most ‘productive _freshman 
running back since Herschel. 
Walker. That's “a pretty. 
“impressive feat for a-school 
that also: produced Rodney, 
} Hampton, Tim- Worley and 
Garrison Hearst. ...: He ave 
aged 153.2 yards tushing i in 
a midseason stretch when no 


Hebron, back after a year at Georgia Mili- 


tary College, provide solid depth. 


The secondary is quick, physical and 


experienced. 


Cornerbacks Asher Allen and Prince 


Miller form one of the best outside tan- 
dems anywhere. Allen had three intercep- 
tions and 64 tackles last year. 

C) Byrd returns at strong safety. Sopho- 
more Reshad Jones, one of the best ath- 


letes on the team, replaces Kelin Johnson 


‘Curran ended the season as 


at free safety. It’s hard to fathom replacing 
perhaps the Bulldogs most 
def | 


a senior who led the team with four in- 
terceptions and consider that an upgrade. 


But that’s a distinct possibility. Jones has 


\ starting only five games. ... 
He had two tackles for loss 
against - Florida, ‘his 
“career start, . He led the E ina ie 
Dawgs man 13 tackles against Ke tucky. i 


that kind of ability. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Georgia’s most important true freshman 
just might be placekicker Blair Walsh. 

The Dawgs got a taste of life without 
Brandon Coutu in 2006, when the place “Rh caleh’ akg 
This is a “toss-up with ‘ 
another King. WR Tavarres | 
King might be the deep 
threat the Dawgs need, but 
Caleb King, a redshirt fresh- 
man, ampreRs eet everyone 
this ‘spring. ... Even with, 
Moreno antveiiched as the 
starter, Georgia will contin- 
ue to use a rotation at tail- ©) sp) 
back. ..; Rated the No, 8 nae wae 
running ‘back in America by Rivals com in last 
»year's recruiting ‘class. «5; Might be ‘even: more 
elusive in the open field than) Moreno, but stilla 
ferocious runner between the tackles. - Sit} 


kicker missed seven games with a torn 
hamstring. Coutu’s absence coincided 
with losses to Vanderbilt and Kentucky. 
There’s no question Walsh has plenty of 
leg strength. He booted two 59-yarders as 
a senior and averaged 69 yards per kick- 
off. But how will Walsh react to 90,000 
less-than-hospitable LSU fans in the clos- 


ing seconds? 


ins Aiba 
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Another Notch 
In TE Tradition 


Tripp Chandler understands the lega- 
cy with which he has been entrusted. 

Larry Brown. Jermaine Wiggins. 
Randy McMichael. Ben Watson. Leon- 
ard Pope. Martrez Milner. 

Since 1995, when Brown won the 
starting job as a freshman, every 
full-time starting tight end at Geor- 
gia has gone on to play in the NFL. 
McMichael, Watson and Pope are 
considered to be among the league’s 
best tight ends. 

Chandler hopes to continue the 
streak. 

“Playing in the NFL has always been 


Player Profile 


a dream of mine,” he said. “That's 
something I definitely look forward 
to doing. I’m not going to say it’s go- 
ing to make me or break me if I don’t 
go. But I'll play football for as long 
as I can.” 

The fraternity is more than just on 
paper. The players know each other, 
even though many of them never 
played together. 

“It’s definitely an asset,” Chandler 
said. “I know those guys and can talk 
to them. I wear No. 86, the same num- 
ber as Randy McMichael. He’s always 
telling me I’m not only representing 
the position, but I represent the num- 
ber as well.” 

The fraternity is even larger than 
Chandler realizes. 

Dating to 1977, Georgia has pro- 
duced 12 tight ends who either played 
in the NFL or were drafted. The only 
exception during that entire span was 
1994, when James Warner started. 
(McMichael shared starting duties with 
Jevaris Johnson, who did not play in 
the NFL.) 

Chandler admitted there's pressure 
to maintain the tradition. 

“But I think there was more pres- 
sure on me last year than there is this 
year,” Chandler said. 

Although he won the starting job 
last spring, Chandler suffered a setback 
when he was suspended for the season 
opener for violating team rules. His 
third start, against Alabama, turned 
into a nightmare when he dropped two 
passes. He dropped another the next 
week against Ole Miss. 

“Tt was definitely hard to deal with 
that. But it made me stronger as a 
player and definitely stronger as a per- 
son,” he said. 

Chandler responded by leading the 
team with four catches, including a 
touchdown, against Tennessee: That 
began a streak of 18 catches without 
a drop. 

“As fast as it can snowball one way, 
it can turn around and snowball the 
other way,” Chandler said. 


If Walsh makes the transition as well as 
Brian Mimbs did as the punter, he will be 
fine. Mimbs averaged 42.3 yards per punt 
and pinned 16 inside the 20 last year. Drew 
Butler, son of Georgia legend Kevin Butler, 
provides depth at both kicking positions. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

The Bulldogs open with back-to-back 
home tuneups against Georgia Southern 
and Central Michigan, but the fun ends 
there. 

That's followed by road games against 
South Carolina and Arizona State. They 
also have to travel to Baton Rouge to play 
LSU. And that’s the weekend before play- 
ing Florida. 

So in addition to the annual gauntlet 
that is the SEC East, the Dawgs have to 
play LSU, Alabama and Auburn — quite 
likely the top three teams in the West. 

Bright spots? They get Alabama and 
Tennessee at home and have an extra 
week to prepare for Georgia Tech's new 
triple-option offense. 

Any team that can survive that mur- 
derer’s row of a schedule would deserve 


a place in the BCS Championship Game. 


— Guerry Clegg 
SCHEDULE 

“ Aug. 30 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 

“Sept.6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Sept. 13 at South Carolina 

Sept. 20 at Arizona State — 

“ Sept. 27. ALABAMA — 

Tote: 2 2 a . marisa 


“ Nov. 1 vs. Florida (Jacksonville) ~ 
Nov. 8 at Kentucky 
~Nov.15 at Auburn 


Nov. 29 GEORGIA TECH 
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Rock Creek ] FarmLinks Highland Park Limestone Springs 
| 


Kelly Plantation 


Peninsula Bay Pointe 


A Memorable Golf Experience Awaits You 


Taking the road less traveled may lead you to an entirely new golf experience. 
At Honours Golf, they believe that golf is more than a game. When you play 
an Honours course, you can expect world-class facilities — on the course and 
in the clubhouse — from the pro shop to the practice tees. 


Each of their courses offers charm and challenges of its own yet boast the 
Honours trademark of superbly conditioned golf courses with pristine greens 
and Southern Hospitality-style service. They know how to welcome golfers and 
you'll see it in the little things they do from ice-chilled apples on the 1st and 
10th tees, to ice-cold towels delivered to you on a hot, sweltering day. 


For golf packages and tee times call 866-HONOURS or visit 
www.golf-southeast.com. 


The Growing Family of Honours Golf Courses 


@ Limestone Springs 
Birmingham, Alabama 
© Highland Park 


Birmingham, Alaby 


© FarmLinks 


Birmingham, Alabama 


° oes Creek © Slammer & Squire 
Fairhope, Alabama Sc. Augustine, Florida 
Peninsula 
Gulf Shores, Alabama 

@ Kelly Plantation 
Desa Klock Jackson, Mississippi 

oe Bay Poi ’ @ Bentwater 

= ” Atlanta, Georgia 


® Moore’s Mill (private) 


Aubum, Alabama 


KENTUCKY 


‘The d defense, after: ‘years of getting whip 
‘upon, aie ouaeh be on the Ried 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS aaaeeni 
‘There was going to bea dropoff no matter 
‘who replaced Andre’ Woodson at quarte- 
back, and neither Curtis Pulley nor Mike 
‘Throw in the fact that the receivers are 


game could struggle. 


QB Andre’ Woodson, RB Rafael’ little, 
WR Keenan Burton, WR. Steve Johnson, 
‘TE Jacob Tamme, 1B Wesley aoacard 


- wont’ tbe easy this season. The offense 
has to. replace almost all of its firepower, 
and the. defense needs to play at a level - 


‘to finda ‘way to steal at least two of its 
“coin-flip” games (at Louisville, South 
‘Carolina, Arkansas, at Mississippi State) to 
‘have a chance for six wins and a shot ata 
‘third consecutive bowl. 
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‘Hartline set the world on fire during spring. 


‘painfully inexperienced, and the passing | ‘ 


unseen at Kentucky i in years. UK will need — 


Brooks Built it ... 


t was a long, hard process, but Rich 

Brooks finally got Kentucky over the 
hump. 

Brooks, after laboring through the 
aftereffects of NCAA probation, has 
led the Wildcats to back-to-back 8-5 
seasons, each capped with Music City 
Bow! victories. 

The Wildcats also got a landmark win 
over then-No. 1 and eventual national 
champion LSU — the program’s first tri- 
umph over a top-ranked team in 43 years 
—and reached the nation’s top 10 for the 
first time in 30 years. 

Brooks now has one goal in mind: A 
third consecutive postseason berth. That’s 
only happened once in school history, 
when Bear Bryant took the Wildcats to 
bowls in 1949, 50 and 51. 

“T’m optimistic that we'll have the kind 
of team that can get back to the postsea- 
son,” Brooks said. “Getting to two straight 
bowls was nice, but to get to where we 
want to go we have to keep going back 
to bowls.” 

Brooks and his staff will have to roll up 
their sleeves and dig deep to make it hap- 
pen, as the Wildcats lost perhaps the most 
successful senior class in school history. 

Quarterback Andre’ Woodson threw 
for 3,709 yards and an SEC-record 40 
touchdowns last year. 

Also gone are tailback Rafael Little, a 
two-time 1,000-yard rusher and one of 
the nation’s top all-purpose threats; two- 
year All-SEC tight end Jacob Tamme; 
wide receivers Keenan Burton (189 career 
catches) and Steve Johnson (60 catches, 


Can he Sustain it? 


1,041 yards, 13 touchdowns in 2007) and 
All-SEC linebacker Wesley Woodyard, 
who led the team in tackles for three con- 
secutive seasons. 

“It was a memorable group, probably 
the most special group of guys I’ve been 
around,” Brooks said. “They certainly 
wont be easily replaced.” 

Kentucky’s likely new calling card in 
2008: Defense. 

UK returns 17 of its top 22 defen- 
sive players from the Music City Bowl 
win over Florida State and adds several 
redshirt freshmen who could contend 
for time. The defense might have to 
carry the load until the Wildcats get 
the quarterback and wide receiver po- 
sitions figured out. 

“We may look like a slightly different 
team, but we still think we can be effec- 


tive,” Brooks said. 


OFFENSE 


Junior Curtis Pulley and sophomore 
Mike Hartline battled in the spring to be 
Andre’ Woodson’s replacement, and the 
competition will continue in the fall. 

Pulley is the more experienced player 
and actually beat Woodson for the No. 1 
spot in spring two years ago before los- 
ing it over the summer. Pulley served as 
Woodson’s backup in 2006 before red- 
shirting last season. He hasn’t proven 
himself a consistent passer but does have 
a strong arm and is a dangerous runner. 

“Curtis has the ability to lead this of 
fense and be a solid SEC quarterback,” of- 


fensive coordinator Joker Phillips said. 
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“He just needs to make sure he takes 
care of business off the field and learns 
how to lead. Andre’ wasn’t always a vocal 
leader, but he led by example. That's where 
Curtis needs to take the next step.” 

Hartline played sparingly as Woodson’s 
backup last fall but showed significant im- 
provement during spring. Hartline, a lanky 
6-6, 201-pounder, isn’t as fast as Pulley but 
brings more mobility than Woodson. 

Whoever is under center will hand the 
ball to a deep stable of tailbacks. 

Battle-tested senior Tony Dixon likely will 
start No. 1 on the depth chart, but junior 
Alfonso Smith and sophomores Derrick 
Locke and Moncell Allen will all get their 
share of carries. Locke has blazing speed and 
showed his mettle with big games against 
Arkansas and LSU as a true freshman. 


CTARTER 


QB Curtis Pulley 


~ BACKUP/K 
AUAY 


Ado. vlad blend Ls 
Mike Hartline, So. 


RB Tony Dixon Sr. Most experienced back in possible four-man rotation. Alfonso Smith, Jr. 


FB John Conner* dr. Solid lead blocker is also a receiving threat near goalline. A.J. Nance, Jr. 


WR _ Dicky Lyons* Sr. Productive slot receiver takes over No. 1 role. Kyrus Lanxter, So. 


WR DeMoreo Ford Jt Tore patella tendon in spring; hopes to be ready for fall. EJ. Adams, Jr. 


TE ‘1.0. Drake Jr. Tall and lanky; could develop into a pass-catching threat. Ross Bogue, Jr. 


UT ___ Garry Williams* Sr. __ Has started 25 consecutive games, James Alexander, Jr. 


LG Zipp Duncan* Jr. Former defensive end made seamless transition to guard. Christian Johnson, Sr. 
C Jorge Gonzalez dr. Should be closer to 100 percent following 2006 knee injury. Jake Lanefski, Fr. 

RG Jess Beets Sr. Was slow to adjust in first year out of junior college. Stuart Hines, Fr. 

RT _Justin Jeffries* Jt Should blossom in second year as full-time starter. Brad Durham, So, 
*Returning Starter 


2007 stats: 191.1 ypg rushing (10th in SEC/94th NCAA), 206.1 passing (7th, 24th), 397.2 total defense (10th/67th), 29.6 ppg (12th/80th) 


‘ ARTEF YR. COMMENT) BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Jeremy Jarmon* Jr. Had 10 tackles in landmark win over LSU. Josh Minton, So. 
DT Myron Pryor* Sr. _ Explosive 310-pounder can be a force when healthy. Shane McCord, So. 


DT Corey Peters* Jr___ Named Most Improved defensive player by coaches. Ricky Lumpkin, So. 
DE _ Ventrell Jenkins Sr. __ Had four sacks as reserve tackle in 2007. Nil Adjei Oninku, Sr. 


LB Johnny Williams* Sr.__ Has shown flashes; hopes to put together a full season. Sam Maxwell, Jr. 


LB Micah Johnson Jr. Coaches hope former super recruit is ready to break out. — Mikhail Mabry, Jr. 


LB Braxton Kelley" Sr. __ Slides from middle to replace Wesley Woodyard. Michael Schwindel, Jr. 


CB Trevard Lindley* Jr.__ Emerging cover corner makes big plays at key moments. — Shomari Moore, Sr. 


CB David Jones Sr___ Speedy veteran played with confidence in the spring, Paul Warford, Jr.* 
S$ Ashton Cobb Jr. Slides into starting role after two-year apprenticeship. Greg Wilson, Fr. 


FS___MarcusMcClinton* ___Sr._Has six career picks and seven forced fumbles. Calvin Harrison, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


Smith also has game-breaking ability, 
and Allen is a 5-7, 225-pound bowling 
ball Brooks compares to former NFL run- 
ning back Natrone Means. 

Three offensive line starters return, led 
by senior left tackle Garry Williams. The 
depth and experience here and at tailback 
could mean more of a run-oriented attack 
than during the Woodson era. 
running 


game,” Phillips said. “We think we'll be 


“We're excited about our 
able to run the ball well enough to take 
pressure off our quarterbacks and loosen 
things up in the passing game.” 

The receiver position is the most pressing 
concern on offense. Dicky Lyons has 108 
career receptions and 16 career touchdowns, 
but major questions exist elsewhere. 

Senior DeMoreo Ford has experience, 


but tore his patella tendon in spring prac- 
tice and is questionable for the start of fall 
camp. Several true freshmen will be given 


chances to win jobs when they arrive in 


the fall. 


The statistics suggest the defense wasn’t 
anything special last season. The Cats fin- 
ished last in the SEC in scoring defense 
and 10th in total defense. 

But the defense had its moments, com- 
ing up with big plays in wins over Arkan- 
sas, LSU and Florida State. The returning 
personnel indicate this could be the best 
UK defense of the six-year Brooks era. 

Leading the charge will be defensive end 
Jeremy Jarmon. The 6-3, 285-pound Jar- 
mon finished fourth in the SEC in sacks 
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Aaron Boyd, WR 

Kentucky had a national battle for Boyd who hails from Lexington, Ky. 
The big, sure-handed wideout was being recruited heavily by Oregon, 
Missouri, Arkansas and others. His addition is huge for the 
Wildcats. 


Winston Guy, Safety 

Among all of the players in Kentucky's class, Guy may have the most 
upside. He is another local prospect with tremendous athleticism. He 
has a very high ceiling and has all the tools you need from an SEC 
safety. 


E.J. Fields, WR 

Though he played quarterback in high school, Fields has folks in 
Lexington excited about his potential as a wide receiver. He is 6-2, 180 
pounds with 4.5 speed. He can provide another big-bodied target for 
the next Kentucky signal-caller. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown School 


Eric Adeyemi WR OO 6-0 156 Miami, FL Southridge 


Selected Kentucky over Western Michigan, Central Florida, UAB and FIU. 


Aaron Boyd WR OOOS6 6-4 195 Lexington, KY Henry Clay 
Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
wide receiver. 


Chandler Burden OL OO 6-4 280 Oxford, OH 
Chose Kentucky over Cincinnati, Ohio, Akron and Buffalo. 


Randall Cobb AH OGG 5-11 176 Alcoa, TN 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


EW. Fields AH OOO 6-2 180 Frankfort, KY Frankfort 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 63 
athlete. 


Winston Guy 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 30 
Safety. 


6-0 186 Lexington, KY Lexington Catholic 


Osazeldumwonryl «= OL OOD 6-1 261 Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
Rated as the No. 62 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 12 
center. 


William Johnson «= ATH OO 6-3 190 Nashville, TN 
Recruited by the Wildcats as a linebacker. 


Deaunte Mason AH OO 6-4 215 Nashville, TN 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


Gene McCaskill WR OG 6-0 170 Chester, SC 
Chose Kentucky over N.C. State and Penn State. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


66606 
OOO66 


OOOOS 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 57 


2009 NEEDS 


Andre Woodson is gone. UK’s 2008 class 
features a number of high school quarter- 
backs who may project better at other posi- 
tions on the next level. Consequently, Rich 
Brooks’ staff will be focused on picking up a 
true quarterback commitment. UK must also 
add more depth across the board on 
defense. 


THE SLEEPER 


William Johnson, ATH 

Don't expect to see Johnson on the 
field at linebacker for a few years, but 
if he is able to fill out and grow into his 
6-3 frame he has a chance to be a very 
good player down the road. His ath- 
leticism is evident by his role as the 
top wide receiver at Nashville (Tenn.) 
Pearl Cohn. He was also the kick and 
punt return specialist in high school. 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown School 


Cartier Rice DB OOO 5-10 179 Duncan, SC Bymes 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 67 cornerback. 


Matt Roark MH OOO 
Chose Kentucky over Duke. 


6-6 190 Acworth, GA 


Donte Rumph a) 6-3 260 St. Matthews, SC 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com. 


Matthew Smith o o6o 
Chose Kentucky over Ohio. 


6-4 270 Louisville, KY 


Sean Stackhouse TE O©@ 6-4 240 Jacksonville, FL 
Selected Kentucky over Miami and East Carolina. 


Danny Trevathan es) 6-2 215 Leesburg, FL 
Chose Kentucky over Arkansas, Ole Miss, Purdue, Indiana and Central Florida. 


Leesburg 


Collins Ukwu DE oO 
Wildcats picked up a sleeper late. 


6-4 207 LaVergne, TN LaVergne 


Dave Ulinski ol ooo 6-6 280 Louisville, KY DuPont Manuel 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 67 
offensive tackle. 


Trevino Woods 1 oo 6-5 275 Athens, GA 
The first prospect to commit to the Wildcats in the 2008 class. 


Taylor Wyndham 1B OG 
Chose Kentucky over Marshall and Buffalo. 


6-4 205 Swansea, SC 
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OIE CATS SPRING ROSTER NOTESON: 


No, Name Pos. Hr. Wr, Crass HomeTown No. Name Pos. Hr. Wr. Ctass HOMETOWN Ce football coaches naming their eventual 
17 _E.). ADAMS (CB 6-0 190 _Jr__StoneMountain, GA 20 DERRICK LOCKE TB 5-10 180 So Hugo, OK successors has become en vogue across the 
71 JAMES ALEXANDER OT 65 298 Jr Atlanta, GA 48 JAYCE LONG WR 60 180 So West Paducah nation. 
30 MONCELL ALLEN RB 5-7 225 = So New Orleans, LA 60 DUSTIN LUCK OG 63 266 Poole Florida State got the ball rolling by naming 
ae eee Brentwood. TM 53_RICKY LUMPKIN _—DT_64 289 So Carksville, TN offensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher as Bobby 
= ae = zs = = oe : eee “4 —— = sass Bowden's successor, and Kentucky followed suit 
iF RRL asin SesnuaN! tio talaleane Saisie sear on Jan. 19 when Rich Brooks recommended 
Gan wk ELST ame ST a iaetile fen Sm BW Rees S ssaala Joker Phillips as head coach of the future. 
24 RANDALLBURDEN (B62 470 abangeGA’ 3g BOBBLE MCATEE ee ae Phillips, a solid recruiter who was becoming a 
85 _ ANTHONY CECIL WR 60 Hodgenville 2 MARCUS MCCLINTON FS R. Campbell hot commodity in college football circles, let- 
42__ CHRIS CESSNA 1B 6-4 London 60 SHANE MCCORD bree an Hartwell, GA tered at UK from 1981-84. 
7 ASHTON COBB SS 6-0 Aliquippa, PA 8 LUKE MCDERMOTT . Louisville Brooks got the University of Oregon program 
oN CERES ee i West Chester, OH_ 2 GREG MEISNER 6. Greensburg, PA off the ground in the late 80s and early 90s 
7 ue = C64 — 2 JOSH MINTON ‘ Somerset before turning it over to assistant Mike Bellotti, 
aan ee m4 Parrish AL 23 _SHOMARI MOORE Camden, ND who has elevated the Ducks’ national profile 
80 _T.C. DRAKE TE 6-6 Ir Bardstown 4 ANTHONY MOSLEY WR F Ellenwood, GA even further. 
ee = — dees. eee aa © Sophomore running back Derrick Locke split 
Ee paths eae 2 BILLY OEMURPHY OT 6-6 Gamaliet ea : F 
5 BRAD DURHAM oT 64 Mount Vernon his time between football and track this spring. 
89 BRIAN MURPHY 1B 4 Big Stone ° ' * 
40 DARYL FAULKNER = CB S-9 Memphis, TN Locke set the Wildcats’ freshman and varsity 
84 CHARLES MUSTAFAA DE } x College Park, GA a - 
1 WILL FIDLER : Henderson ST aSiaCS - aS record in the outdoor long jump at the Sea Ray 
8 a FORD “ 5. J LaGrange, GA petals e aoiinel Relays in Knoxville, Tenn. Locke’s jump of 25 
3 JONATHAN R Z isvil j 
= ma = a a sesst Ti ie Aes tana cei aiaiistes Dayton, OH feet, 3.25 inches broke the UK record of 25-0 set 
9 aay Ress ; ; aac 1 COREY PETERS “ Louisville in 1997 by Andrew Channer. 
=e ; Tocken 2 NYRON PRYOR : Louisville ¢ The seemingly endless debate over when the 
fa Gas Got a ee Thcker, A. 22 CURTIS PULLEY 6- Hopkinsville Kentucky-Louisville game would be played con- 
tea Rah 7_MATT RAMSEY FB 6 Artemus tinued this winter when UK refused Louisville’s 
MAURICE GRINTE ; Louisville ce eee ee neta request to play its season-opener on Labor Day 
23 CAWINHARRISON FS 6- Gey PS ee sane evening to accommodate an ESPN telecast. 
55 BRAD HART Mion, LEST - sociale UK coach Rich Brooks said the Monday night 
5 _ MIKE HARTLINE OB _ 6 Canton, og 22 ONES SEER __E 5) 0 Knoles Th game would have given his team only two-and-a- 
5 J.2.MeumON 1S 63230 So Franklin, ry S2_LURSEUTIN ; -— half legitimate practice days for its game the fol- 


29 ALFONSO SMITH a Louisville . . Fy ot rfolk 
aaiad aia Paints Tae lowing week against Division I-AA Norfolk State. 


ie. _RlanE Seen : Tallshansee EL The two teams eventually settled on Sunday, 
70 STUART HINES a re Fewting Gnesi 49 ANTONIOTHOMAS LB ; Cowpens, SC Aug. 31, and ESPN still picked up the game for a 
07 JQHOUSEY «=X S40 18 & Waad © 55__20N THOMAS IS 5 Louisville national telecast. 
FT RRANDON JACKSON 7 Eugene, on 94 BRANDON THURMOND 18 6. Rex, GA This isn’t the first time the schools have had 
9 JEREMY JARMON DE ¥ Collierville, TN 9 RYAN TYDLACKA / -1 Louisville trouble setting a date. Brooks and UK prefer 
6 _ JUSTIN JEFFRIES 6 31 Louisville ROSS UMINGER Fas Walton playing the rivalry game later in the year, while 
5 VENTRELL JENKINS DE 6-2 Columbia, SC ae a Lec Louisville prefers to play it on Labor Day week- 
78 CHRISTIAN IOHRSOW OG 6-43 (eee — end to maximize television exposure. 

The disagreement became somewhat heated, 
but the two schools eventually came to a com- 


7 ANDRE HENDERSON WR | ‘ Lexington 
90 KRAMER HENDRICKS WR +5 “ t Cincinnati, OH 
8 PHILLIP HIBBARD oT +5 1 Keavy 


4 MICAH JOHNSON LB 5 Ft. Campbell NORMAN WEBB RB 5-10 203 r Louisville 
COLIN JONES K 5-] Centerville, OH 69 ~B.J. WIEDEMANN DE 6-1 242 Rineyville 

7 DAVID JONES : “101 Red Jacket, WV CLARK WILLIAMS WR 5-5 140 Dayton, OH - 

1 JEREMY JONES a 5 Kennesaw, GA 79 GARRY WILLIAMS OT 6-3 300 r Louisville promise last summer. 

26 TERRENCE JONES WR 62 1 Atlanta, GA 1 JOHNNY WILLIAMS LB 6-3.— 24 Neptune Beach, FL The game will be the season opener when 

56 BRAXTON KELLEY LB LaGrange, GA 68_-MICHAEL WILLIAMS —0G—«6-6 Richmond Louisville serves as the host, and it will be 

3_JAKE LANEFSKI Cb Mobile, AL TIMOTHY WILLIAMS K 5-9 Plain City, OH played later in September when Kentucky is the 

1 KYRUS LANXTER WR 6- Alcoa, TN 1 GREG WILSON : College Park, GA home team. 

10 MATT LENTZ 6- Simpsonville, $C 4 JOSH WINCHELL 0G 6 Southaven, MS 

32 TREVARD LINDLEY CB 6 ? 84 CHRIS WRALEY 1 : Zionsville, IN (8-5,3-5) 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 50-10 | 


cz LOUISVILLE =——«40-34 


PASSING. 


Ww at Arkansas 42-29 

w _FLORIDA ATLANT| 45-17 | | 

t at South Carolina 23-38 | 

W LSU (307) 43-37 
FLORIDA 


Fesults 


Individual Stats 


Sacks: J. Jarry 


Tackles for loss: J. Jarmor 
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Garry Williams 


and also can make plays against the run. 
Sharing time opposite Jarmon will be 
senior Nii Adjei Oninku, who missed last 
season with a knee injury, and senior Ven- 
trell Jenkins, who played mostly at tackle 
in 2007. The Wildcats have experience 
inside with senior Myron Pryor (seven 


career sacks), and junior Corey Peters. 


pe a ee reece 


Sophomore Ricky Lumpkin would pro- 
vide a solid third tackle ifhe recovers from 
offseason hip surgery. 

Wesley Woodyard is a huge loss at line- 
backer, but the rest of the group returns 
intact. Senior Braxton Kelley will move 
from the middle to the weak side to replace 
Woodyard, with former prep All-American 
Micah Johnson starting in the middle. Senior 
Johnny Williams and junior Sam Maxwell 
have starting experience on the strong side. 

UK has a legitimate big-play corner- 
back in junior Trevard Lindley. Lindley’s 
fourth-quarter interception against LSU 
helped force overtime, and he had three 
pass breakups and a forced fumble in the 
Music City Bowl win over Florida State. 

Free safety is in good hands with fifth-year 
senior Marcus McClinton, who has six career 
interceptions and seven forced fumbles. 

“We think as a whole we have a chance to 
be pretty good,” defensive coordinator Steve 
Brown said. “It’s all about execution and 


players taking care of their assignments.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Special teams, a strength in 2005 and 
2006, took a slight step back last year. 
Kentucky was among the best in punt and 
kick returns in ‘05 and ‘06, but got little 
from the return game last season. 

Punter Tim Masthay had a career-best 
39.8-yard average last year and needs to 
be more consistent. Masthay had an SEC- 
high 23 kickoffs for touchbacks. 

Lones Seiber was 16 of 25 on field goal 
attempts. Redshirt freshman Ryan Tyd- 


lacka could challenge for both the punt- 


“Kentucky's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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™PRIGHTEST 


_ MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


owes 


Jeremy Jarmon, DE 
Ranked fourth in the SEC 
) in ‘sacks with nine. 

| Jarmon, a redshirt junior, 
"also had 13.5 tackles for loss 
| and two forced fumbles. ... 
) Had a last-minute sack that 
helped preserve Kentucky's jj 
} bowl-clinching win at 
» Vanderbilt. Graduated 
» from high school at age 17 
and is still physically matur- 
) ing. ... Had a career-high 2.5 sacks in win over 
» Arkansas. 


EMERGING STAR 


Derrick Locke, RB | 

Ran a sub-4.3 40-yard dash |p 
at UK's Pro Day. ... Showed 
tremendous poise for a true 
freshman in big games, car- | 
rying for 48 fourth-quarter | 
yards off the bench at | 
Arkansas and adding a team- 
high 64 yards in’ the land- } 
mark win over LSU. ... Ran | 


| against Florida. ... Also a 
standout long jumper on the UK track team. 


| for a season-high 76 yards ’ > 


TOP NELWCOMER 


Aaron Boyd, WR 

The highest ranked mem- | 
ber of Kentucky's 2008 
recruiting class. ... Listed as 
the No. 1 prospect in the 
state of Kentucky and one of | 
the nation’s top wide receiv- | 
ers by both Rivals.com and | 
Scout.com. Younger | 
brother of former UK quar- | 
terback Shane Boyd. ... Will 
be given every opportunity 
to earn playing time in Kentucky's thin wide 
receiver corps. 


SSS SS 
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Player 


<=. 
It’s No Act: Jarmon 
A Hit on Stage, Too 


Jeremy Jarmon spends most fall Satur- 
days chasing quarterbacks. But this spring, 
Jarmon showed his versatility by portray- 
ing a quarterback on the big stage. 

The 6-3, 285-pound Jarmon, who fin- 
ished fourth in the SEC in sacks last fall 
with nine, had the lead role in the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky Theatre production of 
“Weak/Side/Help”, a play that focuses on 
the issues of performance-enhancing drugs 
and race in sports. 

Jarmon played the role of Tyrone Wilmot, 
a controversial quarterback who's a central 
figure in several contentious topics. 


Profile 


Jarmon got involved in acting at Houston 
High School in Germantown, Tenn. During 
last fall's Kentucky-LSU game, CBS showed a 
clip from Jarmon’s high school performance 
of Col. Jessup in “A Few Good Men.” 

California-based playwright Andrew Sha- 
fer saw the clip and immediately called UK 
to recommend Jarmon for the lead role in 
his production. 

Richard St. Peter, who directed the play, 
said Jarmon’s presence brought a sense of 
realism to the role. 

“When we have questions about how a 
major college football program operates, 
there's this big, 285-pound guy who can 
tell us exactly how major college football 
programs operate,” St. Peter said. “His 
background playing college football brings 
an authenticity to the character it would 
not have otherwise.” 

St. Peter was also complimentary of Jar- 
mon’s potential as an actor. 

“His voice reminds me of James Earl 
Jones,” St. Peter said. “I could see him 
playing Othello for the rest of his life. He 
asks the right questions. Because he’s from 
an athletic background, he brings a lot of 
discipline to his work.” 

Coach Rich Brooks gave Jarmon his 
blessing to do the play. 

“He has outstanding ability in that re- 
gard,” Brooks said. “He was concerned 
about playing the role of a guy using ste- 
roids and that kind of thing. I told him 
that it’s a play and I don’t have any prob- 
lem with him doing that. 

“T appreciate the talent of young men on 
my team who have the ability to do more 
than just play football, whether it’s the 
academic side, the community-service side, 
or playing two sports.” 

Jarmon, who likely will be on the NFL 
radar this season, said he doesn’t know 
whether he'll continue to pursue acting. 
But getting on stage does provide a nice 
release from the pressures of school and 
football. 

“T feel like myself when I’m on the foot- 
ball field,” he said, “but I also love being 
someone else when I'm up on that stage.” 


ing and placekicking duties. The Wildcats 
lost their top return men in Burton and 
Little and will audition several potential 


replacements in the fall. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The non-conference schedule is man- 
ageable. After the season-opening rivalry 
game at Louisville, the Wildcats host 
Norfolk State, Middle Tennessee and 
Western Kentucky. But that’s about it as 
far as breaks go for the Wildcats. 

They have a tough SEC road opener at 
Alabama and then must go to SEC pow- 
ers Florida and Tennessee. Perhaps the 
most intriguing game on the schedule 
will be Arkansas’ visit to Commonwealth 
Stadium on Oct. 18. 

Calling the shots for the Hogs will be 
former Louisville coach Bobby Petrino, 
who remains a super-villain in Lexington. 

The direction of the Wildcats’ season 
likely will turn on two games: the Louis- 
ville opener and a Noy. 1 contest at Mis- 
sissippi State. A win over the Cards would 
likely have UK at 4-0 going to Alabama, 
and Sylvester Croom’s resurgent Bulldogs 
whipped the Cats in Lexington last fall. 


— Chip Cosby 
SCHEDULE 
Aug. 31 at Louisville ~ 
Sept. 6 NORFOLK STATE _ 


Sept.13 MIDDLE TENNESSEE — 


Sept. 27 WESTERN KENTUCKY — 
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Les Miles — At LSU: 34-6, 4 yeats tae 
overall; 62- 27, 7 years : 
_ RETURNING STARTERS saan 
| 13; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Charles Scott, RB Keiland Williams, — 

WR Demetrius Byrd, OL Ciron Black, 
DE Tyson Jackson, DE Kirston Pittman, 

LB _| EB Dany: Beckwith, ‘FS Chad. d Jones es 


LSU Teer again 2 a year after havi 
won the national championship. A ve e 
an offensive line wilt aes int fe 


Seteruie line is the! finest i in ie 
perhaps the nation. 


POTENTIAL PROBL E MS - J 


woes, The defehaive backfield 
but is inexperienced. The cei game 


QB Matt Flynn, RB Jacob Hester, 
WR Early Doucet, DT Glenn Dorsey, 
LB Ali Highsmith, DB Craig ae 


The Tigers are loaded with ability again 
no matter who ends up at quarterback. 
Their rushing attack might be the best = 
feature of the offense that has Neu eras 
ers throughout the lineup. A severe road 
schedule in the first half of the season | 

will be the biggest impediment to cee 
memorable Beeaatr which. could end i ain 


148 Linoy's Sports Annuars 


Defending Champs on the Prowl for More Titles 


SU, embarking upon its defense of 
Li. BCS national championship, will 
employ a new cast of playmakers, a re- 
vamped offense and pair of first-year de- 
fensive coordinators. 

Gone are the quarterback (Matt Flynn), 
the running back (Jacob Hester) and the 
wide receiver (Early Doucet) who produced 
much of the firepower that brought the Ti- 
gers their second BCS title in five years. 

Missing, too, are highly decorated de- 
fensive tackle Glenn Dorsey and the ar- 
chitect of the defense, Bo Pelini, who 
left to become Nebraska’s head coach. 
Fourth-year coach Les Miles elevated as- 
sistants Bradley Dale Peveto and Doug 
Mallory in the hopes of providing a seam- 
less transition. 

The Tigers figure to maintain their at- 
tacking style that has served them so well. 

“Tt is a pro-style attack, so there was no 
reason to change it,” Miles said. “We re- 
ally look forward to continuing the suc- 
cess and improvement from the defense 
we have had over the last few years.” 

That likely will happen. The main con- 
cern is on the other side of the ball, spe- 
cifically quarterback. That is where junior 
Ryan Perrilloux missed spring practice while 
serving out a third career suspension. It was 
lifted, but Perrilloux is no sure thing. 

Should Perrilloux remain in good stand- 
ing, he will join a cadre of highly skilled 
running backs in giving LSU what prom- 
ises to be an impressive ground attack. 

Juniors Charles Scott and Keiland Wil- 
liams have made the most of their limited 
opportunities and are ready to make their 


marks with the departure of the hard- 
charging Hester. Sophomore Richard 
Murphy culminated his stellar spring with 
three touchdowns and 145 yards rushing 
in the spring game. 

Murphy attributed part of his develop- 
ment to having watched Hester, whose ef- 
fort, Murphy said, gave him the impetus 
to “work harder.” 

If anything impedes LSU, it might be 
a treacherous schedule that features trips 
to Auburn, South: Carolina and Florida 
by mid-October. And the Tigers will be 
wearing a target all season. 

“Tr’s not the ’07 team, it’s the 08 team,” 
Miles said. “The team has to come to- 
gether and improve in a lot of areas. ... I 


like the progress so far.” 


OFFENSE 
Ryan Perrilloux displayed his leader- 


ship capabilities in last year’s Southeast- 
ern Conference Championship Game. In 
subbing for an injured Matt Flynn, Per- 
rilloux engineered a 21-14 victory over 
Tennessee that earned him Most Valuable 
Player honors. 

Whether he'll get the opportunity to 
duplicate that performance remains open 
to conjecture. The need to find another 
quarterback is imperative, if only to pro- 
vide Perrilloux backup support. 

Miles and his staff have been working 
diligently with redshirt freshman Jarrett 
Lee and sophomore Andrew Hatch, who 
attempted two passes last season after 
transferring from Harvard. 

“Our young quarterbacks may not neces- 
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Tyson Jackson 


sarily know what to do with the ball when 
(the receivers) are covered,” Miles said, 
“but that’s an age thing and something that 
we'll certainly address and coach.” 

There is no shortage of experience at 
running back, where Richard Murphy, 
Keiland Williams and Charles Scott have 
all proven their mettle. 

The speedy Williams returns as the top 
rusher; he had 458 yards and six touch- 
downs a year ago. Scott had two multiple- 
touchdown games to his credit. Murphy's 
spring showing “made a case for maybe him 
playing a little more this year,” Miles said. 

Enhancing the running game's prom- 
ise is the return of four starting linemen, 
most notably seniors Herman Johnson 
and Brett Helms, and junior Ciron Black. 


Johnson and Black were first- and second- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 214.1 ypg rushing (2nd in SEC/11th in NCAA), 225.3 ypg passing (Sth/S8th), 439.4 ypg total offense (4th/26th), 38.6 ppg (2nd/11th) 


QB Ryan Perrilloux Jr. Must prove'he can behave himself off the field. Jarrett Lee, Fr. 


RB Charles Scott Jr___Versatile performer; accounted for seven TDs last year. Richard Murphy, So. 
RB _ Keiland Williams Jr__Size, speed make hima threat any time he gets the ball. _Richard Murphy, So. 


WR Brandon LaFell* Jr. Rushed for a score in 2007 in addition to three TD catches. Terrance Tolliver, So. 
WR Demetrius Byrd* Sr. Remembered best for dramatic reception to beat Auburn. Terrance Tolliver, So. 
TE Richard Dickson* Jr. __ Late emergence makes for a promising future. Jordon Corbin, Fr. 


LT Ciron Black” Jr___ Has 27 consecutive starts to his credit. Jarvis Jones, So, 
LG Herman Johnson* Sr. Commanding presence at 6-7, 351 pounds, Ernest McCoy, Fr. 
C Brett Helms* Sr. Played guard before changing positions. Ryan Miller, Sr. 
RG Lyle Hitt* Jr Participated in more than 86 percent of Tigers’ snaps. Max Holmes, Jr. 


RT __Joseph Barksdale So. Will replace the only starting lineman gone from 2007. Josh Dworaczyk, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats; 106.1 ypg rushing (2nd in SEC/12th NCAA), 182.7 passing (4th/Sth), 288.8 total defense (1st/3rd), 19.9 ppy (2nd/17th) 


DE Tyson Jackson’ St___ Nobody is so lucky to have two NFL prospects like this. _Ricky Jean-Francois, J 


DT Ricky Jean-Francois Jr. The next great one? So much competition and talent here. Al Woods, Jr. 
DT Charles Alexander Sr. Primed to rebound from season-ending injury. Marlon Favorite, Sr.* 


DE _ Kirston Pittman* St. Ready to make the most of his NCAA-approved extra year. Tremaine Johnson, Sr. 
LB Perry Riley Jr Also a valuable contributor on special teams. Shomari Clemons, Fr. 


LB Darry Beckwith* Sr.__ Veteran performer who provides stabilizing influence. Kelvin Sheppard, So. 


LB Jacob Cutrera Jr, Dependable athlete with valuable experience. Ryan Baker, Fr. 


CB dai Eugene $0. _ Showed signs that he will elevate his game this season. Ron Brooks, Fr. 
CB Chris Hawkins Jf Figures to contribute in a variety of capacities, Phelon Jones, Fr: 
SS Chad Jones So. _ Shouldive up to the hype that surrounded his signing. Danny McCray, Jr. 
FS Curtis Taylor* Sr.__ Prepared to start every game again this season. Harry Coleman, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


team All-SEC selections, respectively. The 
Tigers have the league’s best line. 

Couple that with a strong receiving 
corps, and the quarterback — whoever 
it might be — will have a bevy of skilled 
players surrounding him. 

Junior Brandon LaFell is the top return- 
ing wide receiver with 50 catches for 656 
yards and 4 touchdowns. Senior Deme- 
trius Byrd is best remembered for his last- 
second touchdown catch to beat Auburn. 
Tight end Richard Dickson hauled in two 
touchdown catches against Ohio State. 


DEFENSE 


For all the changes, anticipation runs 
high. Senior tackle Tyson Jackson and 
senior end Kirston Pittman likely will 
spearhead a unit that welcomes back five 


of LSU’s 12 returning starters. Pittman 
enjoyed a team-high eight sacks, while 
Jackson led the Tigers with 15 quarter- 
back hurries. 

Add in the maturation of sophomore free 
safety Chad Jones, and there is reason to 
believe LSU can at least come close to last 
year’s performance when it held opponents 
to a league-leading 288.8 yards per game. 

“We are highly confident ... about how 
we're going to do this year,” said Jones, 
who arrived amid great expectations and 
appears ready to meet them after having 
started just four games last year. 

In addition to veterans such as Jackson 
and Pittman, LSU welcomes back juniors 
Charles Alexander and Ricky Jean-Fran- 
cois to what is a superb defensive front. 

Alexander missed all but the first three 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2008 


Patrick Johnson, 

In a 2008 class that was loaded with talented cornerback prospects, 
Patrick Johnson was the best. He has all the tools to be a franchise 
corner, and will likely add to an already impressive tradition of LSU 
defensive backs. 


Brandon Taylor, DB 

When LSU picked up a commitment from Taylor, it picked up a true 
football player and a great competitor. Taylor did a little bit of every- 
thing to lead his Franklinton High School program to an undefeated 
regular season. He is the type of prospect who just finds a way to 


THE SLEEPER 


Kellon Theriot, LB 

Big, strong, fast and athletic, Theriot 
will be moving from high school quar- 
terback to SEC linebacker — and there 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 14 


make plays. " 


Ryan Baker, LB 


3 NELUCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


sideline, high-motor player with that famous Florida speed. 


Pos Stars Ht «Wt Hometown School 


ChanceyAghayere DT OGOO 6-4 244 Garland, TX Garland 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Texas ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 defensive tackle. 


Ryan Baker Bb Oooo 6-0 206 Blountstown, FL Blountstown 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 outside linebacker. 


Deangelo Benton WR OG@OGO 63 210 Chatham, VA 
Rated as the No. 3 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Hargrave Military 


Matt Tr Oooo 6-7 240 Monroe, LA Sterfington 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Louisiana ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 6 tight end. 


Derrick Bryant DB Ooo 6-1 186 Suwanee, GA Peachtree Ridge 
Rated as oh No. 34 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 26 
cornerback. 


Chase Clement DE Oooo 6-5 241 Thibodaux, LA E.D. White 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Louisiana ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 7 strongside defensive end. 


Rockey Duplessis DB OGG 6-1 184 Belle Chasse, LA Belle Chasse 
tig the No. 24 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
safety. 


Lavar Edwards DE OOS 6-4 300 Baton Rouge,LA Desire Street Academy 
Rated as the No. 33 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
42 strongside defensive end. 


Tyler Edwards TE 600 6-3 222 Monroe, LA Ouachita 
Say My ihe No. 14 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
tight end. 


Cordian Hagans oh ooo 300 Duluth, GA Northview 
Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 42 
offensive tackle. 


Kamell Hatcher B o9o0 6-2 186 Delray Beach, FL Atlantic 
ag as the No. 40 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 18 
safety. 


Alex Hurst “uw ooo 6-6 312 Arlington, TN Arlington 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
59 offensive tackle. 


Jordan Jefferson QB OOOO 6-4 200 Destrehan, LA Destrehan 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Louisiana ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 8 pro-style quarterback. 
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Like Patrick Johnson, Baker is another outstanding steal out of the 
state of Florida for the Tigers. With Baker, LSU adds a sideline-to- 


is no reason to think that he won't be 

a star on defense. At 6-2, 225, he is a 

Tim Tebow-type at quarterback and is — With a limited number of scholarships in the 

an intriguing defensive prospect for 2009 class, LSU’s main focus will be at 

LSU. defensive line, the quarterback position and 
at running back. The Tigers have already 
jumped out to a fast start at all of those posi- 
tions. 


2009 NEEDS 


Ht «Wt Hometown School 


Patrick Johnson BB ©OGeoo 6-1 193 Pompano Beach, FL Ely 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 cornerback. 


PJ. Lonergan “wb ooo 6-4 288 New Orleans, Rummel 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
60 offensive guard. 


Tim Molton WR OOS 6-3 185 Destrehan, LA Destrehan 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
54 wide receiver. 


Thomas ol ooo 6-6 270 Spring Branch, TX Smithson Valley 
Rated as the No. 75 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 51 
offensive tackle. 


Deangelo Peterson ATH OOOO 6-3 195 Baton Rouge,LA Desire Street Academy 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Louisiana ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 21 athlete. 


Kyle B Oooo 6-2 215 Kenville, TX Ty 
Rated as the No. 58 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 31 
outside linebacker. 


Greg Shaw ol oooo 6-5 267 Miami, FL Monsingor Pace 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 35 prospect in Florida ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 26 offensive tackle. 


Clay ol ooo°0 6-5 285 Baton Rouge, LA Parkview Baptist 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 17 
offensive guard. 


Ryan St. Julien 1B ooo 6-1 169 New teria, LA Catholic 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
39 cornerback. 


Brandon Taylor §-11 176 Franklinton, LA Franklinton 
Rivalsi00 selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Louisiana ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 9 cornerback. 


dhyryn Taylor MH OOo 6-0 172 Franklinton, LA Franklinton 
pene by the No. 12 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
athlete. 


Kellen Theriot MH ooo 6-2 225 Bellaire, ™X : Episcopal 
fee as the No. 50 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 47 
athlete. 


Chris Tolliver WR O©OGO 6-1 180 Rayville, LA Rayville 
Rivals100 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Louisiana ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 11 wide receiver. 
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Individual Stats ' 


No, Name 


CHANCEY AGHAYERE 


CHARLES ALEXANDER 
DREW ALLEMAN 
MATT ALLEN 
TYSON ANDRUS 
CALEB ANGELLE 
KENTRAVIS AUBREY 
RYAN BAKER 
35 CHAD BANIECKI 
78 JOSEPH BARKSDALE 
48 _DARRY BECKWITH 
DEANGELO BENTON 
70 _CIRON BLACK 
94 WILL BLACKWELL 
MATT BRANCH 
13 RON BROOKS 
DERRICK BRYANT 
22 JEREMY BUNTING 
2 DEMETRIUS BYRD 
58 DOMINIQUE CEASAR 
CHASE CLEMENT 
SHOMARI CLEMONS 
4 HARRY COLEMAN 
1 JORDON CORBIN 
8 SIDELL CORLEY 


Pos. 


DL 


oT 


PK/P 


OL 
DB 
TE 
oT 
LB 
FB 
OL 
LB 
WR 
oT 
DE 


DB 
DB 
WR 
WR 
1B 
DE 


s 
TE 
DE 


Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


6-4 243 
6-3 
6-0 
6-3 
6-0 
6-4 
6-3 
6-0 
6-1 
6-6 
6-1 
6-3 
6-5 


Breaux Bridge 
Lafayette 
Spring, TX 
Lafayette 
Breaux Bridge 
Bastrop 

Grand Ridge, FL 
Seton, AZ 
Detroit, MI 
Baton Rouge 
Bastrop 

Tyler, TX 

West Monroe 
Monroe 

Irving, TX 
Lawrenceville, GA 
Tioga 

Miami, FL 
Topeka, KS 
Thibodaux 


285 
210 «Fr 
223 
315 
232 


Baldwin 
Lakeland, FL 
Mobile, AL 


0 JOEY CRAPPELL 


SNP 


39 ANDREW CRUTCHFIELD PK 


54 JACOB CUTRERA 
38 BRADY DALFREY 
6 COLT DAVID 
18 RICHARD DICKSON 
10 RICKY DIXON 
7 RICHARD DUGAS 
ROCKEY DUPLESSIS 
68 JOSH DWORACZYK 
LAVAR EDWARDS 
TYLER EDWARDS 
JAT EUGENE 
MARLON FAVORITE 
PAUL FELIO 
ACE FOYIL 
3 STEFOIN FRANCOIS 
2 RJ. GILLEN 
5 BRADY GLASER 
84 DANIEL GRAFF 
1 JOSH GRAHAM 
22 ORLANDO GUNN 
CORDIAN HAGANS 
88 DONALD HAINS 
TAN HARDING 
14 ANDREW HATCH 
KARNELL HATCHER 
29. CHRIS HAWKINS 
53 _1-BOB HEBERT 
98 TRENT HEBERT 
4 BRETT HELMS 
61 TREY HELMS 
35 _DARRYL HICKMAN 
65 LYLE HITT 
8 TRINDON HOLLIDAY 
66 MAX HOLMES 
ALEX HURST 
36 DAVID IMPASTATO 


LB 


DB 
oL 


Ss 
WR 
WR 


DL 
DT 
WR 
QB 
DB 


PK 


DB 
0G 
WR 


DB 


PASSING — 


Patterson 
Concord, NC 
Lafayette 
Carencto 
Grapevine, TX 
Ocean Springs, MS 
LaPlace 

Lincoln, NE 
Belle Chasse 
New Iberia 
Gretna 

Monroe 

St. Rose 

Harvey 

League City, TX 
Madisonville 
Reserve 
Memphis, TN 
Dry Creek 
Metairie 
Covington 
Harker Heights, TX 
Snellville, GA 
Diamondhead, MS 
New Orleans 
Henderson, NV 
Delray Beach, FL 
Walker 

Norcross, GA 
Cecilia 
Stuttgart, AR 
Stuttgart, AR 
Slidell 

Baton Rouge 
Zachary 

Baton Rouge 
Bartlett, TN 
River Ridge 


Name 
M.Flynn 
loux 


Name 
Jacob Hester 


Tackles: C. Stel 
Interceptions: C. S' 
Sacks: K. Pitt 


No. Name 


79 


12 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Wr. Crass Hometown 


R.J. JACKSON 

TYSON JACKSON 
JOSH JASPER 

RICKY JEAN-FRANCOIS 
JORDAN JEFFERSON 
HERMAN JOHNSON OL 
PATRICK JOHNSON DB 
QUINN JOHNSON 
TREMAINE JOHNSON 
CHAD JONES 

HARRY JONES 
JARVIS JONES 
PHELON JONES 
MITCH JOSEPH 
BRANDON LAFELL 
QUENTIN LEDAY 
JARRETT LEE QB 
LAZARIUS LEVINGSTON DE 
PATRICK LIPOMA 

P.). LONERGAN 

JOE MALTEMPI 
AUGUST MANGIN 
T.C. MCCARTNEY 
ADAM MCCLURE 
ERNEST MCCOY 
DANNY MCCRAY 
ZACH MIDULLA 
RYAN MILLER 

CHRIS MITCHELL 
JARED MITCHELL 
TIM HOLTON 

CHAD MOODY 
RICHARD MURPHY 
DRAKE NEVIS 
JORDAN NEWELL 
BLAKE NICHOLS 
JONATHAN NIXON 
THOMAS PARSONS 
RYAN PERRILLOUX 
DEANGELO PETERSON 
PHILLIP PIGOTT 
KIRSTON PITTMAN 
KYLE PRATER 
STEVAN RIDLEY 
PERRY RILEY 

ALEX RUSSIAN 
RODNEY SCIOUEAUX 
CHARLES SCOTT 
GREG SHAW 

KELVIN SHEPPARD 
LYDELL SMITH 

CLAY SPENCER 

RYAN ST. JULIEN 
BRANDON TAYLOR 


Houston, TX 
Edgard 
Memphis, TN 
Miami, FL 

St. Rose 

Olla 

Pompano Beach, FL 
Edgard 

Galena Park, TX 
Baton Rouge 
Houston, TX 
Rosenburg, TX 
Mobile, AL 
New Iberia 
Houston, TX 
Opelousas 
Brenham, TX 
Ruston 
Prairieville 
New Orleans 
Chester, VA 
Lewisville, TX 
Boulder, CO 
Baton Rouge 
Belle Glade, FL 
Houston, TX 
randon, FL 
Lake Charles 
Marrero 

New Iberia 


Baton Rouge 

Rayville 

Marrero 

Homer 

Metairie 

North Little Rock, AR 


New Ori 
Peart River 
Garyville 
Kerrville, TX 
Natchez, MS 
Ellenwood, GA 
Round Rock, TX 
McKinney, TX 
Saline 
Hialeah, FL 
Stone Mountain, GA 
Shreveport 
Baton Rouge 
St. Martinville 
Franklinton 


27 


55 
80 


31 

5 
41 
7 


CURTIS TAYLOR 
JHYRYN TAYLOR 
KELLEN THERIOT 
TERRANCE TOLIVER 
CHRIS TOLLIVER 
JOHN WILLIAMS cB 
KEILAND WILLIAMS RB 
TASMIN WILLIAMS DB 
AL WOODS 


Franklinton 


Houston, TX 
Hempstead, TX 
Rayville 


WR 


Breaux Bridge 
Lafayette 
Baton Rouge 


Results 


~ 


“NOTEBOOK ~~ ] 


he offseason suspension of Ryan Perrilloux 

was lifted with more than a week left in 
spring practice, but Perrilloux never returned to 
drills and didn’t participate in the spring game. 

“To bring him back with only a couple of 
practices left would be unfair to him and to the 
guys who have been competing for the position 
the whole time,” coach Les Miles said. 

Perrilloux rejoined the team the day after 
practice ended and is considered the starter 
entering fall camp. 

Perrilloux’s third career suspension lasted less 
than two months. It was reported that Perrilloux 
missed a mandatory meeting and classes to attend 
his father’s funeral without notifying coaches. 

¢ Kick returner Trindon Holliday earned All- 
American honors in the 60-meter dash by finish- 
ing second in 6.54 seconds at the NCAA Track 
and Field Indoor Championships in Fayetteville, 
Ark., in March. 

© The team received its 2007 BCS National 
Championship rings at a post-scrimmage meet- 
ing in March. 

Miles and his staff distributed the rings, with 
Miles presenting them to the seniors and team 
captains. Miles reminded the Tigers of the 
“dedication it took to achieve this.” 

The meeting began with the players watching 
a highlight video from last season. Defensive line- 
men Tyson Jackson and Ricky Jean-Francois, 
and offensive linemen Brett Helms and Herman 
Johnson then helped unveil a national champion- 
ship banner that will remain on permanent dis- 
play in the Indoor Practice Facility. 

¢ In welcoming LSU to the White House last 
April, President Bush received an LSU jersey 
inscribed with the No. 7. Bush spoke for about 
10 minutes in congratulating the Tigers on their 
BCS national championship. He did the same 
after their 2003 national title. 

In addition, running back Jacob Hester pre- 
sented Bush with a bronze football. Besides 
visiting with Bush, LSU’s 180-person traveling 
party toured the National Mall. 

* Before its trip to Washington, LSU accepted 
an invitation from then-newly elected Gov. 
Bobby Jindal to meet with him in the Louisiana 
Governor's Mansion. 

“You have shown the state that we can be 
No. 1,” Jindal said. “We don’t have to settle for 
mediocrity, not in jobs or education. The state of 
Louisiana can achieve excellence ...” 


(12-2,6-2) 


@ at ppi State 4 


Ww VIRGINIA TECH 48-7 we 
Ww MIDDLE TENNESSEE 44-0 


Ww SOUTH CAROLINA 28-16 
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Ce aD 
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Ww at Alabama 41-34 
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Pace 


Darry Beckwith 


games with a knee injury, but before his 
departure collected six tackles with two 
pass breakups. After serving out a regular- 
season academic suspension, Jean-Fran- 
cois helped LSU win the SEC and BCS 
titles. He blocked a field-goal attempt 
against Ohio State and had six tackles, in- 
cluding 1.5 for loss. 


Jean-Francois, who can play inside or out- 
side on the line, could take over for Glenn 
Dorsey at tackle, but there is a potentially 
deep rotation there that includes Al Woods. 

Jackson earned the Toby Caston Award 
as the top defender in the spring at a time 
when Miles said, “The defense (was) a 
little ahead of the offense” 

That might be true for LSU more often 
than not this season. 

LSU lost two distinguished cornerbacks 
from a year ago, but waiting to replace 
them are Chris Hawkins, Jai Eugene, Ph- 
elon Jones, Ron Brooks and others. Jones 
will be helped at safety by Curtis Taylor 
and Danny McCray. 

“T think there is plenty of talent there,” 
Miles said. 

The same could be said of linebacker, 
where the Tigers saw the departure of last 
year’s leading tackler (Ali Highsmith). 
Back, though, are senior Darry Beckwith 
and junior Jacob Cutrera. Beckwith and 
Cutrera each intercepted a pass, in addi- 


tion to combining for 86 total tackles. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This might be the area of greatest un- 
certainty, particularly now that the Tigers 
must replace punter Patrick Fisher who 
averaged 44.5 yards last season. 

LSU seemingly has settled on Chad 
Jones to return punts after auditioning 
others, as well, last season. Junior Trindon 
Holliday has the sprinter’s speed to make 
him a threat to return any kickoff all the 
way. He has two for his career, including 


one last season. 


i ieee se 
: LSU's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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| MBE ST ix 
 ™BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


| tyson Jackson, DE 
_ Credited with a team-high | 


15 quarterback hurries last j 
| season, giving notice he isa — 
| worthy heir to the leader- 
i ship position of LSU's 7 4 
|) vaunted defense, He led all |) ag 
| linemen with 10 pass break- | 

| ups from his left end spot. 
|. Hada sack for nine yards | 
| in the 38-24 victory over 
| Ohio State in the BCS 
| National Championship Game. ... Productive in 
» important games, such as Auburn and Florida 
_ when he recorded four tackles and two pass 
breakups in both contests. ... Had two sacks in 
W emotional victory over Alabama. 


EMERGING STAR 


Chad Jones, DB 
Didn't start a game last 
) season but participated in all 
14 and earned Freshman All- 
American honors. Can play | 
either safety spot and could } 
be used at linebacker, if need | 
be. ... Finished with 34 tack- | 
| les, including two sacks and 
another for a loss. ... Had a | 
| career-high six tackles, 
including one for a 7-yard 
loss, in SEC Championship Game victory over 
Tennessee. ... Knocked down a game-saving pass in 
the end zone against Florida as time expired. ... 
| Expected to retum punts again after bringing back 


f 


| 17 for 112 yards, 6.6 yard average last season. 


TOP NELUCGMER 


Jordon Corbin, TE : 
Given the need for depth | 
) at tight end, this redshirt 
freshman might have an | 
opportunity to make his } 
| presence felt. Will back up | 
veteran Richard Dickson, 
| but will be called upon to | 
provide additional support | 
to highly regarded rushing | 
|} attack. ... Considered the 
top tight end coming out of 
| Florida when he signed, Corbin was part of three 
Class 5A state championships at Lakeland High 
School. ... Hasn’t played in two years after miss- 
' ing prep senior year with injury. 
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Player Profile 


Kirston Pittman 


r L 


a ne 


Second Senior Year 
Is Quite a Blessing 


Not only is LSU the first school to win 
a pair of BCS national championships, but 
senior defensive tackle Kirston Pittman 
is the only player to have participated in 
both games. 

Now he wants a third. 

Pittman is one of those rare individuals 
to have been granted a sixth year of eligi- 
bility from the NCAA. 

After missing both the 2005 and 2006 
seasons with foot and ankle injuries, Pitt- 
man returned a year ago with what he 
originally figured would be his fifth and 
final season. 
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He capped it with a BCS title just has 
he had after his freshman season of 2003 
when LSU defeated Oklahoma, 21-14. As 
much as Pittman helped LSU that first year 
with action in 13 games without a start, 
he was much more valuable in 2007. He 
started all 14 games, including the 38-24 
title-game victory over Ohio State. 

Pittman finished with a team-high eight 
sacks and 13.5 tackles for loss overall. As 
one of five returning defensive starters, in- 
cluding two linemen, he figures to mean 
even that much more to LSU this season. 

“This is a blessing for me,” Pittman 
said of the NCAA’s ruling. “This decision 
is something that I’ve been very anxious 
about, and I'm very fortunate and blessed 
to have been given the opportunity to get 
another year.” 

Pittman hopes to make the most of it 
just as he did last season in seeing his first 
action since his sophomore year of 2004 
when he started one of the 12 games in 
which he played. 

While sidelined with injury, Pittman 
added much-needed weight and strength. 
As a 6-4, 254-pounder, he didn’t lose any 
of the speed that marked his pre-injury 
status. 

“Kirston is very deserving of this ruling 
after what he’s been through as far as in- 
juries are concerned,” LSU coach Les Miles 
said. “He’s very fortunate that there’s a 
good rule in place that allows for a guy 
who has missed extensive time with inju- 
ries.” 

Pittman was virtually unscathed last 
season while collecting 68 total tackles. He 
enjoyed 14 quarterback hurries and inter- 
cepted a pass, as LSU finished 12-2 overall 
while becoming the first two-loss team to 
win a national championship. 

After having received his undergradu- 
ate degree in general studies last Decem- 
ber followed by the favorable NCAA ruling, 
Pittman is poised to complete his second 
senior season in the manner that has high- 
lighted the rest of his productive career. 


Senior placekicker Colt David is the 
most permanent fixture in the group after 
scoring an SEC-record 147 points, with a 
school-record 26 field goals, last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

LSU will make history at home Aug. 30 
against Appalachian State when it becomes 
the first defending champion from the Foot- 
ball Bowl Subdivision to face the defending 
champion from the Football Championship 
Subdivision in a season opener. 

Before beating Delaware 49-21 in the 
title game, Appalachian State served notice 
of its strength with a stunning regular-sea- 
son upset of Michigan in the Big House. 
In their only other meeting, LSU blanked 
Appalachian State in 2005, 24-0. 

Adding to LSU’s rigorous schedule are 
road games against SEC foes Auburn, 
Florida, South Carolina and Arkansas and 
a home date with Georgia. 

LSU beat Auburn and Florida by a 
combined 10 points last year. Arkansas 
handed the Tigers one of their two losses, 
and South Carolina was the first team to 
test LSU’s defense.: 

— Dave Moormann 


SCHEDULE 


‘Sept. 27 ‘MISSISSIPPI STATE ~ 


Nov. 28 vs. Arkansas (Little Rock) 


Salo cat 


WWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


Lyevofivom, JF:Veule) 
irae Mela, NYA, 


)hickets) onjsale june’ |FZ008) 


THULOVOS | OMS OOWWLGomn 


= a 


For more Coverage of the Rebels, 
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Resetting the Rebels: New Coach, New Quarterback 


AT A GLANCE 


| 3-9 overall, 0-8 SEC (6th, West) 


Houston Nutt — At Ole Miss: first year; 
overall: 111-70, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
17: 7 offense, 8 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Jevan Snead, OL Michael Oher, 
WR Mike Wallace, WR Shay Hodge, 
WR Dexter McCluster, DE Greg Hardy, 
DL Peria Jerry, DB Jamarca Sanford 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Rebels return a veteran and talented 
group of receivers led by Mike Wallace, 
Shay Hodge and Dexter McCluster. An 
-experienced defensive line also returns, 
anchored by DT Peria Jerry. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Ole Miss is thin on defense, especially at 
linebacker and in the secondary. The 
Rebels also must find a consistent threat 
at running back after the departure of 
two-time 1,000-yard rusher BenJarvus 
Green-Ellis. 


RB BenJarvus Green-Ellis, € Corey Actis, 
QB Seth Adams, QB Brent Schaeffer, 
TE Robert Lane 


It’s a fresh look for the Rebels under Nutt. 


Expectations have risen thanks to new 
quarterback Jevan Snead and a defense 
that returns most of its main starters. Ole 
Miss has some remarkable individual play- 
ers, but it’s questionable if the roster has 
enough overall talent to get to a bowl 
game for the first time since 2003. 


evan Snead, from the moment he 

stepped on a college campus, imagined 
earning the right to lead his team as the 
starting quarterback. 

It just took about two years longer than 
he had hoped. 

Snead, a redshirt sophomore, appears 
to have found his starting home, leading 
the Rebels under first-year coach Houston 
Nutt, who came to Oxford after a 10-year 
stint at Arkansas. 

“I'm a firm believer that everything 
happens for a reason,” Snead said. “Now 
I just want to take advantage of this op- 
portunity.” 

It is a situation he doesn’t take lightly. 

Snead arrived on the University of Tex- 
as campus in the fall of 2006 as a highly 
touted recruit competing for the starting 
spot with fellow freshman Colt McCoy. 
Snead lost that battle, and transferred to 
Ole Miss after the season. 

Snead, as the heir apparent under cen- 
ter for the Rebels, went through his 2007 
redshirt season under coach Ed Orgeron, 
learning the system he thought he would 
implement this fall. 

But another curve was thrown Snead’s 
way. Orgeron was fired after a dismal 
3-9 season and in walked Nutt — a 
coach known more for his innovative 
running game than anything to do with 
the quarterback. 

“T didn’t know what to think ar first,” 
Snead admitted. 

“But after talking to (Nutt), I realized 
Arkansas did what they did because they 
had great running backs. We get that run- 


ning game established here and we're go- 
ing to get some deep balls. Some home 
runs. That's good for me.” 

Nutt consistently says this Ole Miss 
team will emphasize its best players. 
There’s no question that, at least for this 
season, that includes Snead and the pass- 
ing game. 

“He can really make some big-time 
throws,” Nutt said. “Sometimes he'll do 
things in practice that just make you stop. 
He's still learning, but he’s really absorb- 
ing things quickly and that’s what you like 
to see.” 

Further emphasizing Nutt’s re-dedica- 
tion to the passing game was the hiring 
of offensive coordinator Kent Austin, a 
former Ole Miss quarterback who spent 
last year coaching the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders to the Canadian Football 
League's Grey Cup. 

With only three downs and a bigger 
field, the passing game is crucial in the 
GEE: 

I's all been great news for Snead, who is 
simply itching to earn respect by perform- 
ing under game-time pressure. 

“T haven't done anything to prove my- 
self yet,” Snead said. “But I feel that once 
I get out on the field, I'll be able to play 
with the best of them.” 


OFFENSE 


The biggest question is running back, 
where junior Cordera Eason likely will 
get the first crack at the starting spot. 
Eason, at 5-11 and 224 pounds, is a fast 
and powerful back. But he has a fumbling 
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tendency. 
Should he struggle, the Rebels likely 


will turn to incoming freshman Enrique 


Davis, who was one of the nation’s top 
prep school recruits out of Hargrave (Va.) 
Military Academy. He originally signed 
with Auburn out of high school. 

Jevan Snead has captured many of the 
Ole Miss headlines as the new strong- 


armed quarterback, but veteran receiv- 


ers Mike Wallace, Shay Hodge and 


Dexter McCluster will help him in the 
passing game. 

Wallace has shown plenty of big-play 
ability, catching 38 passes for 716 yards 
and six touchdowns last season. Hodge 
caught a team-high 43 passes for 593 yards 
and six touchdowns. Pushing the veterans 
for playing time will be sophomores Lio- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 131.5 yards rushing (11th in SEC/84th in NCAA), 213.8\yards passing (7th/66th), 345.2 totaboliense (9th! 91st), 20.1 ppy (12th/104th) 


— 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT = 

QB _Jevan Snead So. Strong-armed transfer gets keys to offense, i ee el 
RB Cordera Eason Jr___Gets chance after two years of waiting. Derrick Davis, So. 

WR Michael Wallace* St.___ Maybe the best big-play ability on team. “Markeith Summers, So. 
WR Shay Hodge* Jt. Good hands make him dependable option. Michael Hicks, Jr. 
WR Dexter McCluster* Jr. Small, but very versatile with the football. Lionel Breaux, So. e 
TE __ David Traxler Sr.__ Steady performer can catch and block. Gerald Harris, Jr 

LT Michael Oher* St. One ofthe best in the country atl. —=—=s—SBradleySowell,Fr. 
LG Reid Neely* Jr___ Dependable veteran started every ‘07 game. Mark Jean-Louis, Jr. 

C _Daverin Geralds Jr. Moves into starting spot for first time. Brandon Green, Jr. 

RG Maurice Miller* Sr.__ Started 11 games last season. Darryl Harris, Sr. 
RT___John Jerry* Jr, Veteran slides over to tackle spot. Alex Washington, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 199.1 yards rushing (11th in SEC/101st in NCAA), 224.8 yards passing (10th/S2nd), 423.4 total defense (12th/88th), 28.5 ppg (11th/70th) 


DE Greg Hardy* Jt, AI-SEC end has to re-earn this spot in fal. Kentrell Lockett, So, 
DT Ted Laurent So. Showed flashes of potential last year. Justin Sanders, Fr. 
DT __ Peria Jerry" Sr.__ Trying to step up to All-Conference level. Lawon Scott,So. 
DE Marcus Tillman* Jt. __ Started all 12 games last season at defensive end. Emmanuel Stephens, Jr, 
LB Ashlee Palmer* St. One of the most consistent linebackers last season. Lamar Brumfield, Jr, 
LB Jonathan Cornell* So.__ Back affer missing most of 2007 with injury. Chris Bowers, Sr. 
LB Allen Walker So. Moves into starting role after solid spring. Scottie Williams, So. 


DB Dustin Mouzon* Sr. Veteran has made big plays in the past. Cassius Vaughn, Jt 


DB Johnny Brown* So. One of the team’s top freshmen last season. Kendrick Lewis, Jr. | 


DB Jamarca Sanford* Sr. Will be asked to anchor a thin secondary. Fon Ingram, S0_ 
DB__Marshay Green Jr____ Moved from receiver to help defense. Jeremy McGee, So. | 
*Returning Starter 


nel Breaux and Markeith Summers, each 


DEFENSE 


impressive in spring workouts. The Rebels return eight starters from 


“That just makes everybody better,” Jap year’s defense that gave up more than 
Wallace said. “Everybody knows they 4 points per game, which ranked next- 


have to work for their spot on the field.” to-lastin heSEC: 


The line returns four starters and 
should be one of the most stable positions 
on the roster. 

Everything starts with All-SEC left tack- 
le Michael Oher, a 6-5, 318-pound senior 
who should be better than ever. He was 
in excellent shape during spring workouts 
and credited the new strength and condi- 
tioning staff for his added power. 

Oher briefly declared for the NFL Draft 
before returning to Oxford for his senior 
season. He will have a chance to be the 
top offensive tackle selected in 2009, if all 
goes as planned this season. 


The strength of the defense is the 
line, where tackle Peria Jerry is a formi- 
dable force on the interior. The senior 
had 58 tackles, including 14 for losses 
and 3.5 sacks. 

Jerry will team with junior end Greg 
Hardy, who had 10 sacks. Other expe- 
rienced options at end include Kentrell 
Lockett and Marcus Tillman. They'll try 
to improve a defense that ranked in the 
bottom half of the SEC in almost every 
major statistical category. 

The main questions lurk behind that 
talented line. Senior starting lineback- 
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Enrique Davis, RB 
Houston Nutt’s arrival in Oxford no doubt played a big role in the 
nation’s top prep school prospect switching his commitment from 


will thrive under Nutt and help the Rebels out immediately. 


Emmanuel Stephens, DE 

Stephens comes to Oxford from the junior college ranks, where he 
was dominating as a weakside defensive end. He is an undersized end 
but he plays with such violence and quickness that he is very disrup- 
tive. Stephens is a great find for Ole Miss. 


Andrew Harris, WR 

Another post-grad prospect, Harris is a big target for the next Ole 
Miss quarterback at 6-4. Like Davis, Harris was previously committed 
to West Virginia before the departure of coach Rich Rodriguez to 
Michigan. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT | 


Ht Wi Hometown 


Ferbia Allen TE oo 6-5 235 Pine Bluff, AR 
Chose Ole Miss over Arkansas. 


Brandon Bolden RB OOS 5-11 208 Baton Rouge, LA Scotlandville 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
34 running back. 


Enrique Davis RB OOGOCS Fl Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 1 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


rE oo 6-4 225 Humboldt, 1N Humboldt 
Selected Ole Miss over Arkansas. 


Brandon Green bl ooGc 6-1 300 Senatobia, MS Northwest Miss. C.C. 
Chose Ole Miss over Memphis. 


HR. Greer RB OG 6-0 225 Southaven, MS — So, Baptist Education Ctr. 
Rushed for more than 1,800 yards and 31 touchdowns as a senior. 


Andrew Harris WR OOOGS 6-4 195 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 10 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Tr ooo 6-5 245 Corsicana, TX Navarro J.C. 
Chose Ole Miss over Utah and Connecticut. 


Melvin Harris WR OO 6-7 195 Butord, GA Buford 
Ole Miss added a sleeper late. 


Aaron Hawkins o oo 6-2 295 Lithonia, GA Martin Luther King 
Earned all-region and all-state honors as a senior. 


ic IB oo 6-4 215 Rosenberg, TX Teny 
Chose Ole Miss over Arkansas, Purdue and Michigan State. 


Derrick Bb oOo 5-11 185_ Cleveland, MS Cleveland 
ae as ue No: 19 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
cornerback. 


Jason Jones IB Ooo 6-2 221 Albany, GA Westover School 
Recorded 154 tackles his senior season. 


Randall B ooo 5-11 200 Bastrop, LA Bastrop 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
11 dual-threat quarterback. 


Demareo Marr BB ooo 6-2 190 Senatobia, MS Northwest Miss, €.C. 
Chose Ole Miss over Southern Miss. 


Hunter Miller B OS 6-2 185 Sylvan Hillis, AR Sylvan Hillis 
Chose Ole Miss over Arkansas State. 
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Randall Mackey, 0B 


There may not be a more athletically | Total Stars 

talented player in the 2008 Ole Miss : 

signing class than Mackey. He is (bxauuikaubiltiras 

undersized at quarterback, but has a 

huge arm and has the athleticism to 2009 NEEDS 

play a number of other positions. Ifhe After losing three linebackers this season 

qualifies academically, he will turn into | — including the two leading tacklers — Ole 

a huge steal for Houston Nutt. Miss will look to reload at linebacker. The 
Rebels will also be looking heavily to the 
offensive and defensive lines in 2009. 
Another priority will be the kicking game, 
where both a kicker and a punter will need to 
be added. 


Jared Mitchell B Oooo 6-3 175 Chatham, VA 
Rated as the No. 39 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Gerald Rivers i oo 6-5 240 Ellenwood, GA 
Had more than 80 tackles his senior season. 


Brandon Sanders 0B OG 6-2 190 Suwanee, GA 
Chose Ole Miss over Middle Tennessee State. 


dustin Smith DE ooo 6-3 256 Alpharetta, GA Chattahoochee 
Rated as the No. 50 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
strongside defensive end. 


Nathan Stanley B ooo 6-5 185 Tahlequah, OK Sequoyah 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
23 pro-style quarterback. 


Emmanuel DE oooo 6-3 225 Brenham, 1X Blinn €.0. 
Rated as the No. 25 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


RB OSG 5-10 190 Knoxville, TN 
Rushed for more than 2,700 yards and 30 touchdowns his senior season. 


au oo 6-6 315 Marbury, AL Marbury 


Tatum 
Chose Ole Miss over Arkansas. 


Devin Thomas RB OOO 5-10 185 San Antonio, TX Madison 
Rated as the No. 61 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 21 
running back. 


Patrick Bb ooo 6-2 Senatobia, Northwest Miss, 0.0. 
Rated as the No. 46 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Kermit Tyler ol ooo 6-5 290 New Orleans, LA LW. Higgins 
Rated as the No. 28 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
52 offensive guard. 


Julian Whitehead ==DB OOO 5-10 180 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 33 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Chris Wilkes Bb oo 6-4 Orlando, FL Dr. Phillips 
Threw for more than 1,300 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


Horatio Williams ATH OOO 6-2 175 Oxford, MS Oxford 
Hae aS the No. 15 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
athlete. 


Rudy Wilson 1 Oooo 6-0 200 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 48 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
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__ REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos. Hr. Wr. Ctass Hometown 


Wr a bunch of talent in the receiving corps 
and not nearly enough in the secondary, 
coach Houston Nutt decided to send Marshay 
Green from offense to defense. 

Nutt is pleased with the results. 

“Marsiay has really helped the intensity of the 
entire defense,” Nutt said. “We want our best play- 
ers on the field and we think Marshay can help us 
at corner.” 

Green caught 31 passes for 260 yards last season, 
but has adapted well to the defense — especially 
with his rhetoric. Receiver Mike Wallace said the 
trash talk was at an all-time high during practice. 

“He's terrible,” Wallace said with a grin. “But 
that’s what makes things fun. He really makes us 
work out there.” 

Green wasn’t the only Ole Miss player who made 
the switch to the defense. Former running back 
Jeremy McGee is expected to provide more depth 


75 RISHAW JOHNSON 


Hammond, LA 


DB 
DB 


6 LAYTON JONES QB 64 215 So Greenville 
50 NATHAN JULEFF DL 62 200 Fr Mandeville, LA 
LAMARK ARMOUR DE 83 JARED JUNGLES TE 65 236 Fr Brandon 
JAMARIEY ATTERBERRY DB 182 Fr Kosciusko 99 TED LAURENT DL 60 303 So Powder Springs, GA 
89 BEN BENEDETTO TE 6-1 240 So Metairie, LA 1 KENDRICK LEWIS DB 5-11 192 dr New Orleans, LA 
95 CHRIS BOWERS 1B Shreveport, LA 40 _KENTRELL LOCKETT DL 65 240 So Hahnville, LA 
1 LIONEL BREAUX WR New Osteans, LA 7 _OMAR LOVE QB 62 18 Jr Charleston 
1 ZACK BRENT OL Oxford JACARIOUS LUCAS WR 
64 WILL BRISCOE OL Tupeto 22 DEXTER MCCLUSTER WR 58 165 Jr Largo, FL 
20 JOHNNY BROWN DB 5-11 207 So Charleston 9 _ JEREMY MCGEE RB 5-10 178 So New Orleans, LA 
LB Lynwood, CA 
1 ERIC BURRUS 1B 6-0 6214 Fr Collierville, TN 79 MAURICE MILLER OL 64 33 St West Helena, AR 
1 WILLIAM COLE WR 5-11 190 Jr Oxford 30 JARED MITCHELL DB 6-2 180) «6Fr Chesterfield, MO 
80 RICHARD CONTARTESI WR 5-7 Lake Worth, FL 62 DON MOSLEY OL 6-1 300 So Tampa, FL 
44 JASON COOK FB OS-11 248 = St Suwanee, GA 12 _ DUSTIN MOUZON DB 5-11 175) = St Orlando, FL 
42 JONATHAN CORNELL IB 6-1 225 So Azusa, CA ‘1 REID NEELY OL 66 310 Jackson 
42__ KENNY DANIELS DB 6-0 198 Fr Estero, FL 4 MICHAEL OHER OL 65 318 & Memphis, TN 


6-2 


5-10 


6-2 


230 


6-0 193 


5-11 245 7 


6-3 310 


48 LAMAR BRUMFIELD 


6-0 224 86 BEN MEADOWS K 5-9 170 Fr Birmingham, AL 


w 


o 
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30 DERRICK DAVIS RB 5-10 224 So Meridian 11 ASHLEE PALMER 1B 6-2 «6222, oS Compton, CA 
; at cornerback. 
97 DAVID DENSMORE DL 6-1 232 So Shalimar, FL 36 ROB PARK P 5-11 194 Sr Memphis, TH z 
: * Sophomore Jonathan Cornell, who missed 
24 BILLY DOBBS WR 5-10 160 So Amory 45 JAMIE PHILLIPS 1B 60 220 Oxford 


most of last season with a shoulder injury, could 
be the starter at middle linebacker. 

Cornell made nine tackles last season before get- 
ting injured and having to undergo a lengthy 
rehab. 

“I got a lot of help from our training staff,” 
Cornell said. “They made things easier. Now I can 


25 CORDERA EASON 
TONY FEIN 
MARTIN FISHER 


RB 
LB 
K 


5-10 224 Jr Meridian 


69 WESLEY PHILLIPS 1S 5-11 208 So Madison 
Sr Port Orchard, WA 39 BRYAN POWERS P 6-0 217 So Pacifica, CA 
Fr Greenwood 68 PRESTON POWERS IS 60 20 dr Collierville, TN 
39 WILL FOSTER K 5-10 189 So Charlotte, NC 82 GARRETT RYAN TE 63 238 Marietta, GA 
13 CLAY FOWLER QB 5-11 178 = Fr Jackson, TN 1 JUSTIN SANDERS DL 6-4 300 fr New Market, AL 
4 TERRY FREEMAN OL 63 330 S& Memphis, TN 13 JAMARCA SANFORD DB 5-10 200 Sr Batesville 


7 


6-2 245 


7 


5-10 172 


2 


yg 


85 CECIL FRISON TE 63 23% So Memphis, TN 96 LAWON SCOTT DL 6-1 322 So _St. Fetersburg, FL 
~4 4 ” 
72 DAVERINGERALDS C 6-2 312 a Baton Rouge, LA 93 JOSHUA SHENE K 58 170 Jt Oklahoma City, OK finally see that light at the end of the tunnel. 


¢ Senior linebacker Tony Fein has found his way 
into the new coaching staff's doghouse, even 
though he was second on the team last season 
with 84 tackles. He ran with the third-team for 
much of the spring. 

Fein had a verbal confrontation with the Ole 
Miss academic staff over the winter, something 
that didn’t sit well with Nutt. 


63 BRANDON GREEN c 6-2 300 Southaven 70 BRENT SMITH OL 64 293) x Madison 
8 MARSHAY GREEN WR 5-9 Bastrop, LA 59 ISAIAH SMITH 1B 6-0 234 Fr Columbia, TN 
46 DAVID HANKINS K 6-3 4 JEVAN SNEAD Stephenville, TX 
86 GREG HARDY DL 64 265 Millington, TH 78 BRADLEY SOWELL OL 67 310 Fr Hemando 
55 DON HARGRODER 1B 6-1 200 or Abbeville, LA 34 JUSTIN SPARKS K/P 6-2 187 Memphis, TN 
50 DARRYL HARRIS OL 63 30 & Clarksdale 5 EMMANUEL STEPHENS DE 6-3 235 Jr Houston, TK 
80 GERALD HARRIS TE Terrell, TX 53 CHRIS STRONG DE 62 280 So Batesville 
43 _ ANDY HARTMANN FB 16 MARKEITH SUMMERS WR 6-2 197 So Otive Branch 


170 ot 


213.0 Shreveport, LA 


2 


65 250 Jr 


5-10 243 Cooper City, FL 


23 GEORGE HELOW DB. 58 175 So Jacksonville, FL 17_ BILLY TAPP OB 64 20 3 St. Petersburg, FL “We're just looking for a little more consistency 
84 MICHAEL HICKS WR 62 222 Jacksonville, FL 41 BRANDON THOMAS 1B 5-11, 245 Sr North Augusta, SC out of Tony,” Nutt said. “We really need him to be 
32_ REGGIE HICKS RB 6-1 234 So Madison 92__ MARCUS TILLMAN DL 6-4 260 Jr McCall Creek a leader for us.” 


3__ SHAY HODGE 


WR 


6-1 207 Morton 88 DAVID TRAXLER T 66 25 S& Jackson 
36 DAN HOFFMAN FB 222 Miami, FL 44 TREY TRIP 1B 6-1 «6230 =r Buford, GA 
7 PAUL HURD OL 280 Monroe, LA 24 CASSIUS VAUGHN DB 5-10 18 86Jr Memphis, TN 
35 FON INGRAM DB 5-11 190 So Atlanta, GA 26 _LADERRICK VAUGHN DE 6-1 220 So Memphis, TN 

5 TERRELL JACKSON DB 5-10 200 Sr Puckett 9 ALLEN WALKER 1B 6-1 215 So Olive Branch 
65 MARK JEAN-LOUIS OL 355 Palm Beach, FL 2 MIKE WALLACE WR 60 180 Sr New Orleans, LA 
77 JOHN JERRY OL 350 Batesville 73 ALEX WASHINGTON OL 64 337 Fr Monroe, LA 
98 PERIA JERRY DL 6-2 20 S Batesville 15 JULIAN WHITEHEAD DB 5-9 190 fr Lilbum, GA 


28 J.J, JOHNSON RB 5-10 220 58 _SCOTTIE WILLIAMS B62 215 =So Decatur, GA 


He’s not the only veteran player who will have 
to earn his way into the good graces of the new 
coaching staff. Defensive end Greg Hardy, who 
had 10 sacks last season, routinely played with 
the second team as coaches tried to coax more 
effort from the talented junior. 

“Greg's a good player,” defensive coordinator 
Tyrone Nix said. “We just need him to bring his 
best on every play.” 


6-0 


6-4 


6-2 


6-5 


Amory 


(3-9,0-8) 
at Memphis 23-21 


2 Rs L MISSOURI! = 25-38 
2 ena bad ss 9 fi « at Vanderbilt 17-31 
Y B Hall 53 o34 3 | s L FLORIDA 24-30 ) 
wy 
eT 


‘ ’ ARKANSAS 8-44 : 
> L at Auburn 3-17 
Tackles: A. Pa T. Fein 84, J. Sanf bb 


Interception: > 3, DB, Mouzon 2 NORTHWESTERN STATE 38-31 
G y 18.5, P Jerry 14 
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Mike Walla 
Far 


ers Ashlee Palmer and Tony Fein return, 
but the coaches might look elsewhere for 
help. Sophomore Allen Walker has moved 
quickly up the depth chart, and junior 
college All-American Patrick Trahan will 
be asked to make an immediate impact. 
Palmer, who briefly toyed with enter- 
ing the NFL Draft, led the Rebels with 89 


tackles last season, including seven for a 
loss. He had three interceptions. 

“When you think of linebackers, you 
think of strength, speed and the ability to 
really make some plays,” Nutt said. “I just 
don’t know if we're there yet.” 

Senior safety Jamarca Sanford will be 
asked to anchor a secondary that is strug- 
gling to build depth. 

Senior Dustin Mouzon and receiver- 
turned-corner Marshay Green came out 
of spring practice as the starters. Return- 
ers Cassius Vaughn, Fon Ingram and Ken- 
drick Lewis will provide extra support. 
Sophomore Johnny Brown patrols the 


other safety spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

This is a bit of a sore spot for the Reb- 
els. Joshua Shene made 11 of 17 field goal 
attempts last season while battling various 
leg injuries. The Rebels hope that percent- 
age improves with better health. 

Punter Justin Sparks averaged just shy 
of 40 yards per attempt last season. 

Ole Miss wants to improve its kick 
coverage — the Rebels moved the ball an 
average of just 34.9 net yards per kickoff, 
last in the SEC. 

Nutt said that likely will be a problem 
again this season until a kicker is found to 
get the ball into the end zone on a con- 
sistent basis. The Rebels were forced to 
employ squib kicks and other trickery last 
season to try to gain field position. 

Ole Miss does return two of the SEC’s 
top 10 kickoffreturn specialists in Mike 
Wallace and Marshay Green. Both aver- 


aS 
Ole Miss’ Winning Trend 1998-2007 


BEST 


» returned to school for his 
| senior season despite likely 
> being a first-round pick. He 
| is in terific shape and 
) appears ready to dominate. 
|... His presence is crucial to 


_ cally the only desirable 


' coach Houston Nutt rarely 
| used him, saying he already 


) Has lost about 10 pounds 
| from last season and says he 
) feels quicker and stronger. He'll anchor a veteran 
) defensive line. 


KN 
— 


™PBAIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


OT Michael Oher 
The massive left tackle 


the health of sophomore QB 
Jevan Snead, who is basi- 


option under center this 


) season. ... Oher, an All-SEC selection last season, 


impressed the new coaching staff with his fun- 


| damentals. Coaches say they just want him to be 
+ even more physically dominant. 


EMERGING STAR 


DT Peria Jerry 
The senior was so good 
during spring practice new 


knew what he was going to 
get. ... Jerry was dominant 
on the interior last season, 
with 58 tackles including 14 
for a loss and 3.5 sacks. ... 


TOP NELUCOMER 


RB Enrique Davis 

Davis, considered one of 
the top prep school running 
backs in the nation, was the 
biggest ‘pickup for coach | 
Houston Nutt in his first 
recruiting class with the 
Rebels. ... There’s not much 
experience at running back, 
and Nutt has said the 6-0, 
220-pound power back will 
be given every opportunity to assert himself in 
the rotation. ... Was a Parade All-American out 
of high school. 
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Player Profile 


He'll Put the Wild 
In the Wild Rebel 


Ole Miss receiver Dexter McCluster loves 
playing college football, but he’s not one 
of those guys who follows the national 
scene. 

So when new coach Houston Nutt ar- 
rived at Ole Miss from Arkansas, McClus- 
ter had no idea about the famous “Wild 
Hog” formation. That was the scheme that 
was so formidable and effective when All- 
American running back Darren McFadden 
would occasionally switch to quarterback 
and run the offense. 

“Nope, no clue,” McCluster said with a 
grin. 


McCluster was educated in a hurry. 

Nutt wasted no time in picking McClus- 
ter, at 5-8 and 165 pounds, to be the leader 
in what will be known as the “Wild Rebel” 
formation. 

“He's a fast guy that can keep people off 
balance,” Nutt said. “You put the ball in 
his hands and he’s dangerous.” 

McCluster, a receiver and special teams 
mainstay the past two seasons, found 
himself at running back and quarterback 
as well during spring practices. He played 
some quarterback during his high school 
career in Largo, Fla., so handling snaps and 
handoffs have been little problem. 

“When I found out he played quarter- 
back in high school, the alarm went off in 
my mind,” Nutt said. “He can handle the 
football.” 

He hasn't had to throw much out of the 
formation, but that doesn’t mean the op- 
portunity won't arise. 

Whatever the case, it’s the most fun he’s 
had on the football field in years. 

“It’s just great going out on the field 
knowing that these coaches have enough 
faith in me to do this,” McCluster said. “I 
love it, man. It’s different, but I’m willing 
to step up to the challenge.” 

McCluster has battled injuries through 
much of his two seasons at Ole Miss, mak- 
ing some question if his slight frame can 
take the pounding of 15 to 20 touches per 
game. 

He caught 27 passes for 326 yards and 
two touchdowns last season, while also 
rushing for 63 yards on six carries despite 
missing the first four games. Those num- 
bers are likely to skyrocket if he gets as 
much action as Nutt envisions. 

McCluster says he'll do everything pos- 
sible to ensure he can take any physical 
challenges thrown his way. That means 
some long days are ahead in the weight 
room ... and maybe an extra box or two 
of Wheaties. 

“I'm just going to work hard in the off- 
season and get a little weight on me,” Mc- 
Cluster said. “Then I just have to pray the 
Lord keeps me healthy.” 


aged better than 23 yards per return. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


A good start is crucial for the Rebels, 
who have three winnable games at home 
over the first month. 

Ole Miss will face Memphis, Samford 
and Vanderbilt at Vaught-Hemingway Sta- 
dium during that stretch, while venturing 
away from home only once to face a dif- 
ficult ACC opponent in Wake Forest. 

Winning at least three of those first four 
games becomes paramount for the Rebels’ 
bowl hopes. Ole Miss hasn’t been to the 
postseason since the 2003 Cotton Bowl 
when Eli Manning was the quarterback. 

After the opening four-game stretch, the 
rest of the SEC schedule is littered with 
tough games. There are trips to Florida and 
Alabama sandwiched around a home game 
against South Carolina. Then there's a late- 
season road contest to defending national 
champion LSU before Ole Miss plays host 
to Mississippi State in the Egg Bowl. 

The Rebels haven't won an SEC game 
since beating the Bulldogs 20-17 in 
2006. 

— David Brandt 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 MEMPHIS 

Sept. 6 at Wake Forest 

Sept. 13 ‘SAMFORD — 
Sept. 20 VANDERBILT — 
“Sept.27- at Florida 
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From football and baseball stars to anyone who 
wants to get back in the game, MHR has helped 
thousands re-grow their own hair naturally and 
permanently. MHR is a world leader in micro- 
surgical hair transplantation with more doctors 
that are board certified than any other practice. 


Call for a FREE DVD package, 


87 7-399-HAIR! 


Mercury Morris : 
17-0 Dolphins ‘— Hi fee 


i 7 _ Hf 


MEDICAL HAI ee 
RESTORATIO 


@ The Natural Decision 


Dr. Matt L. Leavitt, Founder @ Over 50 Locations Nationwide ® mhrusa.com 


STATE BULLDOGS 


Sylvester Croom — At MSU and scoateg 
17-30, 4 years 


eles 


QB Wesley Carroll, RB Anthony Dixon) 43 
WR Jamayel Smith, LB Jamar Chaney, Jhon} 
_ FS Derek Pegues : a 


the de deferise has cartied the nase since 
Croom anived for the 2004 Ti this 


ie dah te on the oo in ‘ooh 
situations. If Anthony Dixon is ready to 
"emerge as a star, MSU's pete could Fay ix 
a major boost. : 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS rhe 


What if there is a hiccup. with the change 
in defensive PEOpECratOTss ae ‘h: this tea a 


LT Mike Brown, DE Titus Brown, — Hs 
-CB Anthony Johnson, ¢ Royre ae 
WR Tony Burks 


Mississippi State has much of the key per- 
sonnel from its eight-win team a year ago 
returning. While there is optimism: suri- 
rounding the return of Wesley Carroll and — 
State's offense, it’s still unproven. ‘And 
given its offensive fortunes in recent 
years, luck just hasn’t been on its side. If 
State’s defense continues to be the stan- — 
dard-bearer for the program, the Bulldogs - 
should order up the same recipe they did as 
in ‘07 and get back to a bowl. decks 
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Vroom, Croom: Bulldogs Race Past Rebuilding Phase 


oach Sylvester Croom delivered a 
breakthrough season in 2007, and 
now Mississippi State fans can look to- 
ward a new year with guarded optimism. 

That’s a lot better than the typical feel- 
ing around Starkville in recent years. 

Just think of how bad it was a year ago: 
Croom entered the season with questions 
. and a 45-0 loss 
to LSU in the opener only amped up the 


about his job security .. 


criticism. 

But two weeks after the loss to LSU, 
State won at Auburn, later won at Ken- 
tucky and against Alabama, and went on 
to a Liberty Bowl berth, Croom’s first 
postseason appearance. He was the toast 
of the town after an eight-win season. 

Essentially, it was a collective “whew” 
among the Bulldog faithful, as six straight 
seasons of losing, many of those losses 
embarrassing, came to an end. 

Now what? 

Mississippi State returns 15 starters, in- 
cluding a number who are legitimate stars 
and Sunday players like Derek Pegues, the 
senior free safety and team leader whose 
punt return helped win the Egg Bowl ri- 
valry game against Ole Miss last year. 

MSU also returns its quarterback, Wes- 
ley Carroll, who emerged from yet another 
injury-plagued season under center for the 
Bulldogs to establish himself as a steady, if 
not versatile starter. Aside from Carroll, 
State also returns another key weapon on 
offense — bruising 240-pound tailback 
Anthony Dixon. 

All of this isn’t to suggest that it’s all 
peachy in Starkville. 


Defensive coordinator Ellis Johnson 
bolted after the season for Arkansas, even- 
tually landing at South Carolina. Johnson 
was given much of the credit for State’s 
stingy defense, but don’t look for much 
to change, at least scheme-wise, with his 
successor, Charlie Harbison. 

He's a lifelong friend of Johnson who 
doesn’t want to fix what isn’t broken. 

A late-March shooting incident on 
campus claimed the MSU careers of de- 
fensive tackle Quinton Wesley and Mike 
Brown, the latter of whom was a pro pros- 
pect and stalwart at left guard. 

Three other players, including starting 
corner Anthony Johnson, withdrew from 
classes soon after and won't be available 
this fall, putting at least a little damper on 
the parade of MSU’s revival. 


OFFENSE 


Croom’s West Coast system has yet to 
take root in Starkville, as Mississippi State 
continues to lag behind the competition 
in scoring. The Bulldogs were 11th in the 
SEC last season, averaging 21.5 points. 

But there are glimmers of hope for fifth- 
year coordinator Woody McCorvey, who 
asserted that his offense made significant 
strides during the spring despite groans 
from fans who watched a spring game go 
to overtime ... scoreless. 

Quarterback Wesley Carroll was pressed 
into service as a true freshman last season, 
starting nine games and completing 134 
of 255 passes for 1,392 yards, with nine 
touchdowns and seven interceptions. He 
is better and smarter after going through 


WWUW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


Wesle Y Carroll photo by Joe Murphy/Getty Images 


Photo by: R.0. Moore 


Jamar Chaney 


a spring practice and an offseason condi- 


tioning program designed to increase his 
arm strength. 

But the depth behind Carroll is un- 
proven because Michael Henig gave up 
football in January. 

The Bulldogs’ No. 2 quarterback is 
tentatively a 5-11 walk-on junior college 
transfer, Tyson Lee. But senior Josh Rid- 
dell’s return from knee rehab will thicken 
the plot in August. 

The wide receiving corps continues to 
develop depth even after the departure of 
big-play guy Tony Burks. Jamayel Smith 
has emerged as a top threat, and coaches 
are counting on senior Co-Eric Riley, who 
didn’t live up to his potential last season 
after transferring from junior college. 

One of State’s focal points in spring was 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 137.2 ypg rushing (10th in SEC/76th in NCAA), 159.9 ypy passing (12th/113th), 297.2 ypg total offense (12th/113th), 21.5 ppg (11th/96th) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT ‘ BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Wesley Carroll* So.__ The first 136 attempts of his career were INT-free. Josh Riddell, Sr. 
RB Anthony Dixon* Jr__At 240 pounds, he's a run-you-over type of guy. Christian Ducre, Jr. 
FB Brandon Hart* St__ A big blocker who has played in 31 games Eric Hoskins, Sr. 


WR  Co-Eric Riley Sr. ___ Was singled out for marked improvement in spring. Aubrey Bell, Sr. 

WR Jamayel Smith* Sr. Once a walk-on, now the unit’s leader. Brandon McRae, Jr. 
TE Brandon Henderson So. Best to emerge from an inexperienced unit. Marcus Green, Fr. 

LT- Mark Melichar So. __ Last-minute sub for the departed Mike Brown. Quentin Saulsberry, Fr. 
LG Anthony Strauder* Sr. __30-game starter has played every snap 13 times. Dakota Merritt, Fr. 

C J.C. Brignone So.___ Replacing Royce Blackledge won't be easy. D.J. Looney, Fr. 

RG Michael Gates Sr. Emerged as a starter late last year. Craig Jenkins, Jr.* 

RT _ Derek Sherrod So.___ Had all the tools as a true freshman last year. Phillip Freeman, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 156.8 ypg rushing (7th in SEC/S8th in NCAA), 174.9 ypg passing (Srd/7th), 331.8 ypg total defense (Sth/21st), 23.2 ppg (6th/35th) 


POS — STARTER YR. COMMENT : BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Cortez McCraney Sr.__Memphis transfer finally emerges as starter. Brandon Cooper, So. 


DT _Kyle Love* dr. After sharing time last year, should take over. Reggie Odom, So. 

DT _ Jessie Bowman* Sr. At 305 pounds, he's a beast in the middle. LaMarcus Williams, So. 
DE Tim Bailey Sr. __ Veteran of Iraq War has big shoes to fill. Jimmie Holmes, Sr. 

LB KJ. Wright So. __Lone relative newbie of this experienced group. Terrell Johnson, Fr. 

LB Jamar Chaney* Sr.__Has played in 36 games, starting 26 times. Karlin Brown, So. 

LB Dominic Douglas* Sr.___ Unheralded recruit turned into a stalwart. Jamie Jones, Fr. 

CB Jasper O'Quinn* Sr. JC transfer more than surprised coaches in ‘07. Chris Nance, Sr. 


CB Marcus Washington Jr__ Sporadic starter in ‘07 inherits important role. Tay Bowser, Jr. 
SS __ Keith Fitzhugh* Sr. __ Of the 22 positions, arguably the deepest. De'Mon Glanton, Sr. 


FS___Derek Pegues* Sr. Speedster is also the unit's emotional leader. Zach Smith, So. 


“Returning Starter 


developing big-play capabilities from its 
running backs. 

Highly regarded recruit Robert Elliott, 
a fast, shifty tailback who redshirted last 
year, says he’s ready to help. Same for con- 
verted safety Wade Bonner. 

Throw in the established Anthony Dix- 
on and proven backup Christian Ducre 

. and, well, former MSU head coach 
Rockey Felker, who is coaching State’s 
running backs, has reason to smile. 

The powerful Dixon rushed for 1,066 
yards last season, with Ducre providing a 
complementary slashing style. 

State’s offensive line was damaged badly 
by Mike Brown's arrest and subsequent 
departure. But the team found a reliable 
center in the spring in J.C. Brignone and 
continues to have more depth than in pre- 


vious years. 

State also developed some depth at 
tight end and fullback, but inexperience 
at those positions will be a source of con- 


cern as the season begins. 


DEFENSE 


Croom has made progress in recruiting 
more and more speed, which was evident 
last season on defense from the very be- 
ginning. Coaches hope the team can show 
even more quickness this fall. 

The most notable loss for MSU might 
be on the defensive line, where All-SEC 
end Titus Brown graduated. The Bulldogs 
will turn to Tim Bailey — a veteran of the 
Iraq War — and Jimmie Holmes to so- 
lidify things on that end. 

Bailey, who will be a 24-year-old junior, 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2008 


Charles Mitchell, DB 

The Clarksdale, Miss., standout is a smooth customer in the defensive 
backfield. He supports the run like a linebacker, but he can cover, turn 
his hips and backpedal like a cornerback. He has All-SEC potential 


Templeton Harty, DT 

Hardy chose Mississippi State over numerous offers from around the 
country. At 6-4, 300 pounds, he is always going to demand multiple 
blockers. It is easy to see why so many schools were after the 
Mississippi native. 


Rashun Dixon, Safety 

When Sylvester Croom picked up a commitment from Dixon, he 
picked up a commitment from one of the state’s best defensive pros- 
pects. Unfortunately for the Bulldogs, he is also an elite Major League 
Baseball prospect. If Dixon can resist the Major Leagues, he has a 
chance to be a great player for the Bulldogs. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Ht Wt Hometown School 


John Paul Alford ol ooo 6-3 275 Kosciusko, MS Kosciusko 
ae as the No. 16 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
center. 


Charles Bailey WR OO 6-3 175 Jacksonville, FL Bartram Trail 
Verbally committed to the Bulldogs before his senior season. 


Nick Bell 1B OO 6-4 Bessemer, AL 
Could play linebacker or defensive end at the college level. 


Corey Broomfield DB OO 5-9 154 Palm Bay, FL 
Chose Mississippi State over Cincinnati. 


Arceto Clark AH OO 5-10 160 Shannon, MS 
Will likely get his first shot at the cornerback position. 


Kendric Cook T oo 6-2 227 Etowah, AL 
Verbally committed to the Bulldogs before his senior season. 


Terrance Davis tH OO 5-11 180 Conyers, GA 
Chose Mississippi State over Arkansas and Vanderbilt. 


Rashun Dixon ib OOOO 6-0 185 Teny, MS Teny 
pied the No. 8 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
safety. 


Sean DE oo 6-4 203 Miami, FL Norland 
Chose Mississippi State over Florida International and Central Michigan. 


Phillip Freeman ol 9900 6-6 290 Wesson, MS Copiah-Lincoin 6.0. 
Rated as the No. 23 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Kirkland Gainous §=DE OO 6-2 Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Verbally committed to the Bulldogs before his senior season. 


Templeton Hardy T 0900 6-4 295 Sardis,MS North Panola 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Mississippi ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 11 defensive tackle. 


Hoskins Bb oo 6-2 212 Water Valley, MS Water Valley 
Plans to enroll at Mississippi State after a stint in junior college. 


Mike Hunt BB OOO 6-2 204 Meadville, MS 
Registered 60 tackles his senior season. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


660606 
6OS666 


esas Sia _ OOOGS 


Following some losses at the defen- | total Stars 


sive end position, Stigers could step in 7 
and help out early. National Rank: 44 


2009 NEEDS 


A big need that Mississippi State has tried to 
address early is the quarterback position. 
Croom will be signing multiple quarterbacks 
in the 2009 class and he will also be looking 
for wide receivers. After loading up once 
again on defense in 2008, look for the 
Bulldogs to add some offensive skill — as 
well as some more bodies on the offensive 
line — in 2009. 


THE SLEEPER 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown 


Nelson Hurst Tt 090 6-3 229 Plainfield, IN 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. 


Jackson . Tt ooo 6-4 273 Canton, MS Canton 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
31 defensive tackle. 


Devin Jones DE Ooo 6-2 242 Southaven, MS Desoto Central 
Chose Mississippi State over Ole Miss. 


Shane DE oo 6-5 220 Beaumont, TX Westhrook 
Recorded 33 tackles his senior season. 


Charles Mitchell BB OOOO — 5-11 190 Clarksdale, MS Clarksdale 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Mississippi ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 10 safety. 


Montario Patterson RB OOO 6-0 197 Biggersville, MS Biggersyite 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
40 running back. 


Delmon Robinson ATH OO 5-11 181 Vicksburg, MS Vicksburg 
Won the state championship in the high jump as a junior. 


“i ooo 6-4 292 Columbus, MS Columbus Sr. 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
34 offensive guard. 


DE ooo 6-4 225 Ridgeland, MS Ridgeland 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
27 weakside defensive end. 


Baker Swedenburg K OO 6-0 175 Columbus, MS Heritage Academy 
Rated as the nation’s No. 24 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Bo Wallers B Oooo 6-2 Birmingham, AL Briarwood Christian 
Rated as the nation’s No. 49 inside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Louis Watson 1) a) 5-11 170 Mobile, AL 
Had 65 tackles and six interceptions as a senior. 


O'Neal Wilder WR OO 6-5 200 Carthage, 
Had more than 600 yards receiving and 13 touchdowns his senior season. 
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Individual Stats 


| BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


Hr. Wr. Ctass 


No. Name 


26 DAMEIN ANDERSON 


39 TIM BAILEY 


7 _ AUBREY BELL 


20 WADE BONNER 


94 JESSIE BOWMAN 


28 TAY BOWSER 


70 J.C. BRIGNONE 


52 KARLIN BROWN 


92 CHARLES BURNS 


7 _ ADAM CARLSON 


8 JOHNNY CARPENTER 


3 WESLEY CARROLL 


22 _JAMAR CHANEY 


93 BRANDON COOPER 


4 ANTHONY DIXON 


10 DOMINIC DOUGLAS 


29 CHRISTIAN DUCRE 


2 ROBERT ELLIOTT 


AARON FELD 


KEITH FITZHUGH 


PHILLIP FREEMAN 


MICHAEL GATES 


DEMON GLANTON 


MARCUS GREEN 


BRANDON HART 


BRANDON HENDERSON 


JIMMIE HOLMES 


ERIC HOSKINS 


MICHAEL HUNT 


NELSON HURST 


CRAIG JENKINS 


TERRELL JOHNSON 


DB 


K/P 


OL 


RB 


Tackles for loss: 
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HomeTown 


Hazlehurst 


Glen Allan 


Prichard, AL 


Mason, TN 


Brookhaven 


Gilmer, TX 


Pass Christian 


Tallahassee, FL 


Hattiesburg 


Gulfport 


Citronelle, AL 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


Fort Pierce, FL 


Missouri City, TX 


Jackson 


Clinton 


LaCombe, LA 


Okotona 


Homewood, AL 


Hampton, GA 


Wesson 


Fairburn, GA 


Atlanta, GA 


Scooba 


LaGrange, GA 


Fayetteville, GA 


Aiken, SC 


Weir 


Meadville 


Plainfield, IN 


Pearl 


Cullomburg, AL 


No. NAME 


33 


62 


66 


95 


43 


90 


1 


41 


7 


JAMIE JONES 


JARVIS KYLES 


ADDISON LAWRENCE 


D.J. LOONEY 


KYLE LOVE 


RYAN MASON 


BLAKE MCADAMS 


CORTEZ MCCRANEY 


BRANDON MCRAE WR 


MARK MELICHAR 


DAKOTA MERRITT 


CHRIS NANCE 


JASPER O'QUINN 


REG! DOM 


DEREK PEGUES 


CHRIS RELF 


ERIC RICHARDS 


JOSH RIDDELL 


CO-ERIC RILEY 


QUENTIN SAULSBE! 


DEREK SHERROD 


JAMAYEL SMITH 


ZACH SMITH 


CHRIS SPENCER 


ARNIL STALLWORTH 


ETHAN STOCKETT 


ANTHONY STRAUDER 


MARCUS WASHINGTON 


O'NEAL WILDER 


LAMARCUS WILLIAMS 


K.J. WRIGHT 


TAURUS YOUNG 


Wr. CLass 


Springdale, AR 


Milledgeville, GA 


Coldwater 


Birmingham, AL 


Fairburn, GA 


Mobile, AL 


Ripley, TN 


Southaven 


Chester, VA 


Birmingham, AL 


Deland, FL 


Batesville 


Montgomery, AL 


Vicksburg 


Salem, OR 


Lucedale 


Coldwater 


Columbus 


East Point, GA 


Altoona, AL 


Meridian 


Fort Smith, AR 


Natchez 


Missouni City, TX 


Carthage 


Bastrop, LA 


Otive Branch 


Kilmichael 


Festlts 


NOTEBOOK 


(Ghee Sylvester Croom played his team’s offense 
close to the vest during the spring, but has said 
he would consult with other coaches and programs 
throughout the country to see what tweaks can be 
implemented. 

One West Coast offense disciple, former Auburn 
offensive coordinator Al Borges, visited a Mississippi 
State spring practice. 

One thing is for certain: The Bulldogs are placing 
an emphasis on the big play. Most of their scoring 
last season was done through long, drawn-out drives. 
With new personnel and more experience, they are 
hoping to develop into a quicker-strike unit. 

Croom also wants to see his quarterback, Wesley 
Carroll, develop a stronger and more accurate arm 
down the field. 

“Something we've worked a great deal on is his 
throwing the deep ball,” Croom said. “We will con- 
tinue to throw the ball down the field.” 

¢ Mike Brown and Anthony Johnson were the 
two big names that left the team in late March, but 
they were far from the only negatives in a time of 
upheaval. 

MSU's depth at defensive tackle was severely 
hurt, with Quinton Wesley and Rodney Prince 
leaving. Another player, backup linebacker Jamon 
Hughes, withdrew from school. 

Brown and Wesley were arrested on gun-related 
charges following a March 27 incident on campus. They 
were dismissed from school. The other three withdrew 
from school days later; it’s not entirely clear why. 

© Look for the Bulldogs to look in the direction 
of senior wide receiver Co-Eric Riley more this fall. 
Riley's name was a common one uttered from 
Croom’s mouth all spring. 

Riley came as a top recruit out of junior college 
but fell in and out of favor last season, squandering 
a chance to make an impact in Mississippi State's 
receiving corps. 

“He's somebody we can get the ball up to and make 
some things happen,” Croom said. 

® Charlie Harbison is the new defensive coordinator, 
a promotion that was a hit with players on two fronts: 
He's a player favorite as a coach and he didn’t want to 
shake up the schemes MSU was already running. 

“T don't think we'll miss a beat,” Pegues said, 


(8-5,4-4) 


W at Tulane 38- 47 
Ww at Auburn 19- 14 
W GARDNER-WEBB 31- 15 
L 


30-13 


TENNESSEE 21-33 
at West Virginia 13- 38 
Ww at Kentucky 31-14 


Ww ALABAMA 17-12 


OLE MISS 17-14 
Autozone liberty Bowl 
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Christian Ducre 


made 25 tackles last season, mostly as a 
reserve. 

Cortez McCraney, who saw plenty of ac- 
tion last year, appears ready to inherit the 
full-time starting role on the opposite end. 
Kyle Love seems ready to step into a stal- 
wart role in the interior of the line, joining 


Jessie Bowman, who contributed from the 


outset of his transfer from junior college. 

Mississippi State returns two of its three 
linebackers, including Jamar Chaney in 
the middle and weak-side player Domi- 
nic Douglas, a pleasant surprise consider- 
ing how lightly he was recruited. Coaches 
have praised sophomore K.J. Wright ever 
since he signed with the Bulldogs, and 
he'll get a chance to show his potential on 
the strong side. 

Derek Pegues, who projects easily to 
the next level, is the team leader on de- 
fense. He played free safety last year for 
the first time. The switch worked out as 
he had five interceptions, including one 
returned for a touchdown. 

State is blessed with depth at strong 
safety, as De’Mon Glanton and Keith Fit- 
zhugh, both seniors, have a combined 32 
starts in their careers. 

Jasper O’Quinn and Marcus Washing- 
ton each have a year of experience at cor- 
ner, though depth is a concern especially 


given the departure of Johnson. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Adam Carlson coming in to attempt a 
field goal didn’t exactly give Mississippi 
State fans reason for confidence prior to 
last year’s Ege Bowl. His longest success- 
ful kick last season entering that game was 
from 39 yards. 

That was until Carlson’s 48-yard at- 
tempt in the final seconds sailed through 
the uprights. Now, he’s a MSU folk hero 
because of that kick and the 17-14 vic- 
tory. 


Carlson represents just part of an expe- 


‘Miss. State’s Winning Trend 1998-2007 


[™ BEST & 
| mBRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


| Derek Pegues, FS 
| Was Sylvester  Croom’s 
|) marquee recruit out of pow- 
| erhouse South Panola High 
| School in 2005, and he 
) hasn't disappointed. ... He's 
} fourth on the school’s list 
) for career punt return yard- 

age. ... As a kickoff returner, 

he has averaged 22.1 yards 
» per-return over his career. 
_.... Was a quarterback in 

high school, and those instincts helped make 
him a successful free safety last season. ... Has 
| 10 interceptions in his career, including 218 
yards and three touchdowns on the returns. ... 
Was selected first-team All-ACC last season by 
the AP. 


| Wesley Carroll, OB { 
|. If Carroll improves like he 

| did in ‘07, hell end the } 
| season as a dynamic, proven | 
and intelligent signal-caller 
j for an offense that needs | 
|, stability at the position. ... 
i As a freshman, he complet-- | 
' ed 134 of 255 passes for | 
| 1,392 yards, nine touch- 

downs and seven intercep- * 
tions. Mississippi State was 
6-3 when he started. ... In high school, he led 
his team to the state title game in each of the 
| three seasons he was the starting quarterback. 


Robert Elliott, RB 

|| . Mississippi State is looking 
} for big plays out of its vari- 
|) ety of minning backs, and 
} might have the right guy in 
) Elliott, a speedster who 
1 signed with the team after a 
) dramatic recruiting battle 
| with rival Ole Miss in 2007. 
|... At small Okolona High, 
| he rushed for more than 
5,000 yards and 51 touch- 
| downs during a career that brought recruiters 
|| from all over the country. 
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Player Profile 


Switch to Safety? 
Yeah, Good Move 


Derek Pegues did not exactly like mak- 


ing a move from cornerback to free safety 
prior to the 2007 spring practices. 

He has heard about the switch plenty 
ever since, and just laughs when he hears 
the question, if for no other reason than 
he has heard it so many times in the past 
year from almost every reporter or fan he’s 
come across. 

Was it the right move, Derek? 

“I think it was a great move,” the 5-10, 
196-pound senior said, laughing. “It was 


best for the team and I think it’s best for 
me. I think it’s the best of both worlds.” 

Pegues likes it mainly because that’s 
probably where he projects on the next 
level. And with his speed and athleticism, 
there’s a good chance he'll be able to play 
for pay in 2009. 

But Mississippi State loves the move 
mainly because it takes advantage of an- 
other innate quality from the senior — his 
intelligence and savvy. 

Pegues was a quarterback in high school, 
as dynamic an offensive player as the Bull- 
dogs recruited that year. And in order to 
play the “quarterback” role on the defen- 
sive side of the ball, Peques was best suited 
to play free safety instead of corner. 

So he took on the role of free safety with 
reckless abandon — and he found that it 
pays off. 

In MSU's win at Auburn early in the sea- 
son, he intercepted a first-quarter pass and 
returned it for a touchdown, helping set 
the tone. Peques ended the season with 
five picks, but the most memorable mo- 
ment of the season came on special teams. 

He returned a punt 75 yards in the 
fourth quarter of the comeback win over 
rival Ole Miss, tying the game and setting 
up the victory. 

Pegues says he hears a lot about that 
play when he goes out in public, but those 
aren't the kinds of things that drive him. 
He does have a lot to brag about, though, 
including five career touchdowns — three 
on interception returns and two on punt 
returns. 

“I've made a lot of plays now, but I’m not 
satisfied with that,” Pegues said. 

“T think I left a lot of plays out on the 
field. I'm just trying to go out and be one of 
the best safeties in the country this year.” 


rienced group coming back on the kicking 
units. Derek Pegues is MSU’s experienced 
deep threat as a kick and punt returner; 
Blake McAdams will be a fourth-year 
starter, though his per-punt average of 
39.3 a year ago didn’t live up to an im- 
pressive freshman season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Bulldogs have traded their game 
against West Virginia, a home-and-home 
that provided a major hurdle in each of 
the past two seasons, for a perceived light- 
er opponent against Georgia Tech. It is, 
however, on the road. 

State has two other mid-level foes, Lou- 
isiana Tech and Middle Tennesse, includ- 
ing a rare trip to Louisiana Tech to open 
the season. 

The road portion of Mississippi State’s 
Southeastern Conference schedule does it 
no favors, though. The Bulldogs travel to 
defending national champion LSU, Tennes- 
see and Alabama, and they must contest the 
always-contentious Egg Bowl in Oxford. 

The Bulldogs will be tested early, with 
Auburn, Georgia Tech and LSU comprising 


a three-week stretch early in the season. 


— Kyle Veazey 


SCHEDULE 


esc at Georgia Tech ~ 


ee 


ee = atte essee 


170 Linoy’s Sports ANNuaALs 


Wwlww.LINDYSSPORTS.comM 2008 


The Great Bel eye 
American Lager | .5-2.,,. } 


; Preoed by wuvorigiual all maltiral process using he 
I Cai Hops Shie aud Brest Lratly Md 


b c 2 
ce Cerra: Bier 
£ Aisin >= as 


RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS 
©2007 Anheuser-Busch, Inc., Budweiser® Beer, St. Louis, MO 


OU 


‘AT A GLANCE 


"6-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (4th, East) 


Steve Spurrier — At South Carolina: 
21-16, 3 years; overall: 163-56-2, 18 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
17; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Kenny McKinley, TE Jared Cook, 

DT Ladi Ajiboye, LB/DE Eric Norwood, 

LB Jasper Brinkley, CB Captain Munnerlyn, 
S Emanuel Cook 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
“South Carolina has one of the deepest 
defensive lines in the country, The 
Gamecocks return the league's leading 
_eceiver, Kenny McKinley, and have a lot 

_of other weapons. Tight ends Jared Cook 

and Weslye Saunders are big, big targets. 


PO TE NTIAL PROBLEMS 


A familiar one heads the list: The offen- 
sive line, It hasn't been a fluid, cohesive 
unit since Spurrier has been on board, 
“Run defense was a problem area last sea- 
“son, although a healthy Jasper Brinkley 
in the middle of the defense certainly 
changes the equation. 


RB Cory Boyd, DE/LB Casper Brinkley, 
-C€ Web Brown 


A 6-1 start was exactly what folks around 
Columbia wanted in Steve ‘Spurrier’s third 
season. A five-game losing streak to end 
the season was not. With a new defensive 
coordinator, special teams coordinator, 
starting quarterback and running back, 
“Spuntier i is calling it a “fresh start.” There 
is a lot of talent, but will it amount to 
wins in the super-competitive East? 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


a 


GAMEC 


TH CAROLINA GAMECOCKS SOUTH CARGLINA GA 


Humbled, Hungry and Healthy in Comeback Year 


teve Spurrier, stung by last season's 
flameout, sounds like a politician 
stumping for office. 

“Change. That's what we need,” Spurrier 
said. “We've got to change ourselves before 
we can change anything else around here.” 

I's all motivated by the memory of last 
season. South Carolina was 6-1 and ranked 
sixth in the Bowl Championship Series 
standings ... the supposed fruition of Spur- 
rier's re-entry into the college game. 

And then the Gamecocks didn’t win af- 
ter October 13. 

The last time a Spurrier-coached col- 
lege team didn’t break .500? His first year 
at Duke, in 1987. 

“Yeah, it’s pretty humbling,” Spurrier said. 
“Losing five in a row, it’s very humbling.” 

So, yeah, change is in order. 

His staff reflects that. Tyrone Nix is out 
as defensive coordinator and SEC veteran 
Ellis Johnson is in after a (very) brief stay 
at Arkansas and a solid four-year run at 
Mississippi State. 

Spurrier also added special teams guru 
Ray Rychleski, a man charged to bring 
toughness to the team. 

It’s not as if defense was the only prob- 
lem. 

South Carolina finished eighth in the SEC 
in total offense and ninth in total defense. 

Even more of an indictment, the Game- 
cocks were last in the league in rushing 
offense (113.7 ypg) and rushing defense 
(209.2 ypg). 

Spurrier had guided the Gamecocks to 
bowl games in his first two seasons. Most 
everyone had counted on a steady incline. 

“T planned on it going up and up. I still 


plan on it,” said All-SEC defensive end 
Eric Norwood, who is moying to line- 
backer this year. “Last year, we had a little 
dropoff. Everybody knows that. We've got 


nowhere to go but up, really.” 


OFFENSE 


To counter inconsistent line play, the 
Gamecocks want to employ packages for 
a mobile quarterback. The team needs a 
quarterback first. 

Redshirt freshman Stephen Garcia fig- 
ured to fit, but he’s suspended until mid- 
August. Incoming freshman Aramis Hil- 
lary might not grasp the system in time. 

That leaves Chris Smelley and Tommy 
Beecher to duel during the summer for 
the starting quarterback job. 

Smelley has an edge by virtue of the 
six starts he made last year as a redshirt 
freshman. He went 4-2, losing only when 
Spurrier tinkered by platooning Smelley 
and Blake Mitchell. 

Beecher is a bit more nimble, He might 
see the field because of that. 

There's plenty of talent at receiver to 
help whoever’s in there. Senior Kenny 
McKinley led the SEC with 77 catches 
last year, setting the school record in the 
process. He's as reliable as it gets. 

Dion Lecorn (315 yards, three touch- 
downs) came on at the end of his rookie 
season as a solid second option. 

Beyond those two, several talented under- 
classmen — Jason Barnes, Matt Clements, 
Joe Hills, C.C. Whitlock — have receivers 
coach Steve Spurrier Jr. believing he’s got 
one of the best young corps in the country. 

And don’t forget about the two big tight 
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Captain Munnerlyn 


ends — Jared Cook and Weslye Saunders 
(42 combined receptions in ‘07) — who 
catch whatever is thrown at them. 

The line, again, is the big question 
mark. 

Center Web Brown graduated, but ev- 
eryone else returns. Is that a good thing for 
a unit that gave up 31 sacks in 12 games? 

Tackles Jamon Meredith and Justin So- 
rensen are veterans, but the line’s success 
depends on younger, unproven guys such 
as center Garrett Anderson, guard Heath 
Batchelor, guard Seaver Brown and tackle 
Hutch Eckerson. 

Eckerson might be good enough to 
merit a lot of action at tackle. If so, Mer- 
edith could move inside to guard, which 
might help the staff put the five best line- 
men on the field at the same time. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 113.7 ypg rushing (12th in SEC/101st in NCAA), 258.2 ypg passing (3rd/37th), 371.8 ypg total offense (8th/77th), 26.1 ppg (8th/70th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT res BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Chris Smelley $0, Questions about his arm strength, but not smarts. Tommy Beecher, Jr. 


RB Mike Davis Sr.___ Quick back needs to make a jump in his final season. _Eric Baker, Fr. 

FB Pat DiMarco So. __ Yes, he's related to golfer Chris. That's his uncle. Bryan Kingrey, Sr. 

WR___ Kenny McKinley* Sr.__Has turned into one of the best receivers in the league. C.C. Whitlock, Fr. 

WR Dion Lecorn* So. __ Reliable target who came on at the end of first year. Moe Brown, Jr. 

TE —_ Jared Cook Jr. Might wind up being conference's first-team TE. Weslye Saunders, So. 

LT Jamon Meredith* 5f.___Out first two games to appease eligibility requirement. Hutch Eckerson, So. | 
LG Seaver Brown* So. Came out of nowhere last fall to grab starting job. Pierre Andrews, So. 

C Garrett Anderson Jr Needs to overcome a balky back in the fall. Ryan Broadhead, Fr. 

RG __ Heath Batchelor* So.__ Shows flashes of being solid. Needs more. Lem Jeanpierre, Jr. 

RT __ Justin Sorensen* Sr____ Might play left side if Meredith moves inside. Kyle Nunn, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 208.2 ypg rushing (12th in SEC/110th in NCAA), 168.8 ypg passing (1st/12th), 378.0 ypg total defense (9th/S6th), 23.5 ppy (7th/S8th) 
POS STARTER : YR. COMMENT : : BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE _Jordin Lindsey Sr___ Academic casualty last year, but gets another chance. Clifton Geathers, So, 
DT Marque Hall” Sr. Knee problem made him inconsistent in ‘07. Kenrick Ellis, So. 

DT __ Ladi Ajiboye* So. __ Weighs 300 pounds, but doesn't move like it. Jonathan Williams, Sr. 
DE Cliff Matthews* So. Back in comfy spot after having to try LB. Travian Robertson, So. 
LB _ Eric Norwood* Jr.___New home for versatile All-SEC end. He'll be fine. Shag Wilson, Fr. 

LB _ Jasper Brinkley Sr. __ Heart and soul of the D is back from knee injury. Marvin Sapp, Sr.* 


LB Rodney Paulk* df. __Has started every game since arriving at school. Gerrod Sinclair, Jr. 
CB Captain Munnerlyn* Jr Will he have speed coming back from broken foot? _ Addison Williams, So. 
CB Akeem Auguste Fr____True freshman is a playmaker, plain and simple, Carlos Thomas, Sr. 
SS Emanuel Cook* Jr. Hits hardest, and led team with 92 tackles in ‘07. Chris Hail, Jr. 

FS _ Darian Stewart* Jr.___One of the team’s most consistent defenders. Jay Spearman, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Running back is also an area of concern 
following the loss of Cory Boyd, last season's 
unquestioned team leader. Mike Davis has 
shown flashes of talent but has had trouble 
holding onto the ball. Freshman Eric Baker 
should push him, and sophomore Brian 
Maddox can't be counted out either. 


DEFENSE 


Just because nine starters return doesn’t 
mean there will be status quo. Those 
lousy run stats indicate changes might be 
necessary. 

Remember the Gamecocks allowed 
Arkansas to rush for 542 yards. The next 
week, Florida quarterback Tim Tebow ac- 
counted for seven touchdowns. 


In those lopsided losses, South Carolina 
surrendered 99 points and 1,188 total yards. 


“It embarrassed me and the team,” ju- 
nior Eric Norwood said. “We've got to 
take the blame for it, get better and not 
let it happen again.” 

Injuries to the unit's few experienced play- 
ers played heavily into the late-season woes. 

Linebacker Jasper Brinkley and tackle 
Nate Pepper, both seniors, are back from 
knee injuries. Brinkley is an All-SEC per- 
former in the middle and is sure to make 
a significant difference. 

And don’t undervalue the impact of 
new coordinator Ellis Johnson. He is a 
no-nonsense guy with more than a decade 
of experience coaching in the SEC. 

Johnson felt so strongly about the de- 
fensive line depth, a rarity at any school, 
that he moved Norwood, an All-SEC end, 
to linebacker during the spring. 
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GAMECOCKS RECRUITING 2008 


Charles Whitlock, 

Though he played a lot of offense in high school, Whitlock is a true 
corner all the way. He has great hips and instincts. On the postseason 
all-star game circuit, he was dominant against some of the top wide 
receivers in the nation. 


4 


Chaz Sutton, DE 

The Gamecocks dipped into Georgia to pick up one of the top pass 
rushers in the Southeast in Sutton. He has a great first step off of the 
edge and is a defensive back’s best friend because of his ability to 
pressure the quarterback. 


Eric Baker, 

At 5-11, 190 pounds, Baker is one of the top prep school running 
backs in the country. He is the top prospect out of Fork Union Military 
Academy and rushed for more than 800 yards in 2007. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown School 


Antonio Allen Bb eCoo 6-2 190 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military 
Rated as the No. 23 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Akeem Auguste DB OOOO = 511 180 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military 
Rated as the No. 14 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Eric Baker RB ©OOCO — 5-11 190 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military 
Rated as the No. 8 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Reggie Bowens Bb ooo 6-2 210 Gamer, NC Gamer 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 37 outside linebacker. 


Jarrett Bums AHH OO6 6-3 185 Huntsville, AL 
All-Region and All-City selection in high school. 


Ronald Byrd DE ooo 6-6 258 Hogansville, GA Callaway 
Chose South Carolina over Arkansas, Auburn, Indiana, Louisville and Purdue. 


Tori Childers WR OS 65 New Hampton, NH New Hampton Prep 
Originally signed with North Carolina out of high school. 


Kenny Davis Tt ooo 6-4 295 Newheny, SC Newherry 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No, 38 defensive tackle. 


Ryan Doerr kK oo 6-3 185 Kaly, TX Katy 
Rated as the nation’s No. 18 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Aramis Hillary B ooo 6-2 205 Johnston, SC Strom Thrumond 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 14 dual-threat quarterback. 


TW. Johnson to ooo 6-4 285 Aynor, SC Aynor 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 center. 


darriel King DE oooOo 6-7 285 Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military 
Rated as the No. 40 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
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THE SLEEPER 


Kenneth Miles, 

As a junior, Miles rushed for only | Total Stars 

around 200 yards and wasn't very 5 

highly recruited. As a senior, he added RAGA EL rs 

another ‘0’ to that rushing total and 

burst onto the recruiting scene. The 2009 NEEDS 

2,000-yard rusher has all the tools South Carolina will be looking to load up on 

with 4.4 speed and a bench press of offensive linemen and linebackers in the 

365 pounds. class of 2009. Coach Steve Spurrier will be 
looking for both interior linemen and tackles 
and will likely be focusing on speed at the 
linebacker position. 


Ht «Wt Hometown School 


Reid McCollum ooo 6-4 195 Summerville, SC Summerville 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 28 pro-style quarterback. 


Kenneth Miles RB OOS 5-10 200 Snellville, GA Brookwood 
Rated as the No. 38 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 33 
running back. 


D.L Moore WR OOO 6-4 178 Bowling Green, KY Bowling Green 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 


Darrell Simmons 0B OOO 6-1 185 College Park, GA Banneker 
Rated as the No. 39 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 41 
safety. 


Jay Spearman MH ooo 6-0 187 Greenwood, SC Greenwood 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 59 athlete. 


Chaz Sutton DE OOOO — 6-4 236 Savannah, GA Jenkins 


Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Georgia ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 weakside defensive end. 


Devin Taylor DBE ooo 6-6 225 Beaufort, SC 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com. 


Mike Triglia Tr oo 6-4 234 Jacksonville, FL 
Caught five touchdown passes his senior season. 


Charles Whitlock DB @@OG 5-11 172 Chester, SC Chester 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 3 prospect in South Carolina ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 10 cornerback. 


Elliot Williams ol ooo 6-6 275 Woodstock, GA 
Rated as the nation’s No. 70 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Shaq Wilson IB ooo 6-0 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Rated as the No. 57 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
outside linebacker. 
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SPRING ROSTER 


Sees SSS A 

No, NAME Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass HOMETOWN No. NaME Hometown 
91 _LADI AJIBOYE DT 6-1 300 So Riverdale, GA 44 DUSTIN LINDSEY Mobile, AL 
26 ANTONIO ALLEN SS 6-2 190 Fr Ocala, FL 41 JORDIN LINDSEY Mobile, AL 
70 GARRETT ANDERSON 0G 6-4 307 Jr Irmo 10 BRIAN MADDOX Anderson 
62 PIERRE ANDREWS OG 6-3 281 So Charlotte, NC 83 CLIFF MATTHEWS Cheraw 

3 _AKEEM AUGUSTE (B59 86179 Fr Hollywood, FL 87 ALEX MCGRATH | 1 Greer 
28 ERIC BAKER TB 5-11 187 Fr Jacksonville, FL 11__ KENNY MCKINLEY 4 Mableton, GA 
30 YVAN BANAG FB 5-10 235) Sr Buford, GA 92 BYRON MCKNIGHT Laurinburg, NC 

4 JASON BARNES WR 6-4 201) Fr Charlotte, NC 16 MICHAEL MCQUEENEY 0B : 21 Mt. Pleasant 
13 MARK BARNES WR 6-2 200) Fr Columbia 77__JAMON MEREDITH “i Simpsonville 
74 _ HEATH BATCHELOR 0G 6-7 308 So Haleyville, AL 1 CAPTAIN MUNNERLYN Mobile, AL 
29 BLAKE BAXLEY SS #59) +212: Or Columbia 42 MIKE NEWTON Lexington 

6 TOMMY BEECHER QB 6-2 227) Or Concord, NC 61 DONTEE NICHOLLS < Pompano Beach, FL 
17__ ZAC BRINDISE QB 6-0 218 Fr Fort Myers, FL 40 ERIC NORWOOD 6- Acworth, GA 
52 JASPER BRINKLEY 1B G62 275 St Thomson, GA 68 KYLE NUNN Sumter 
65 RYAN BROADHEAD oc 65 270 fr Leesburg, GA 45 RODNEY PAULK Columbia 
81 JAMARIAL BROWN DT 60 291 Sr St. Stephen 95 NATHAN PEPPER Greenville 

9 MOE BROWN WR 6-0 186 Jr Anderson 19 NICK PROCHAK Spartanburg 
63 SEAVER BROWN 0G 65 307 So Clearwater, FL 20 TAYLOR RANK Vancouver, WA 
82 FREDDIE BROWN, IIT WR 6-3 209) Jr Duncan 72 QUINTIN RICHARDSON OL Columbia 
54 DARANTZY BRUNSON DE 6-0 240 So Hampton 42 TRAVIAN ROBERTSON Laurinburg, NC 
60 TERRENCECAMPBELL OG 6-3 285 So Austell, GA 54 HARDEE SANDERS Barnwell 
15 MATT CLEMENTS WR 60 190 Fr Naples, FL 53 MARVIN SAPP Jacksonville, FL 
21 EMANUEL COOK SS 5-10 214 Or Riviera Beach, FL 88 WESLYE SAUNDERS Durham, NC 
84 JARED COOK TE 65 242 Or Suwanee, GA 48 VANDARAL SHACKLEFORD LB Riverdale, GA 
17 CHRIS CULLIVER WR 60 191 So Garner, NC 31 GERROD SINCLAIR Jacksonville, FL 
25 MIKE DAVIS TR 5-9 8214 Sr Columbia 7 CHRIS SMELLEY Tuscaloosa, AL 


a 


7 PATRICK DIMARCO FB 6-1 ~=242 += So__ Altamonte Springs, FL 46 CEDRIC SNEAD 


80 QUANOPHEUS EARLS FS 6-0 190 So Hiram, GA 78 JUSTIN SORENSEN 
66 HUTCH ECKERSON OT 66 291 So Lumberton, NC 23 JAY SPEARMAN 
97 _KENRICK ELLIS DT 65 353 So West Palm Beach, FL 97 NATE SPURRIER 
86 STEPHEN FLINT WR 6-2 192 Fr Mt. Pleasant 83 SCOTT SPURRIER 
90 FOXY FOXWORTH TE 6-3 244 So Mount Pleasant 34 CHRIS STEVENS 
8 LARRY FREEMAN WR 6-1 223 Tort Meade, FL 24 DARIAN STEWART 
5 STEPHEN GARCIA QB 6-2 221 Fr Tampa, FL 14 _ RYAN SUCCOP 
44 CLARK GASTON TE 6-2 244 So Cleveland, TN 75 _GURMINDER THIND 
96 CLIFTON GEATHERS DE 67 290 So Georgetown 5 CARLOS THOMAS 
58 JOHN GUERRY 1B 60) 217 or Columbia 59 CHARLES TURNER 
28 CHRIS HAIL CB 5-10 199) «=r Lovejoy, GA 50 CHRIS VAUGHN 
81 PAUL HAILE WR 60 20 Jr Lexington 22 BOBBY WALLACE 
79 MARQUE HALL OT 63 314 ~~ Sr Wingate, NC 3 C.C. WHITLOCK 
85 JOE HILLS WR 6-4 202 Fr Palmetto, FL 7 _ ADDISON WILLIAMS 
92 STEVEN HUEGEL P/PK 5-11 185 = Fr Export, PA 10 JAMIRE WILLIAMS 
35 JIM HUTTON FB 6-1 241 Greeleyville 99 JONATHAN WILLIAMS 
6 MELVIN INGRAM 1B 6-2) «269s Hamlet, NC 12 SHAQ WILSON 
57 LEMUELJEANPIERRE OG 6-3 293 Jr Orlando, FL 4 ALONZO WINFIELD 
46 BRYAN KINGREY FB SG-1)— 230) Sr Raleigh, NC 36 STONEY WOODSON 


87 ALEX MCGRATH TE 6:1 218 Sr Greer 49 DAMIEN WRIGHT 
18 DION LECORN I. 64 KEVIN YOUNG 


ele) 


K. McKinley 
C. Boy 
J. G 


Tackles: E. Cook 92, E. Norwood 69, D 
Interceptions 3,.G 3 
Sacks: E. Nc k 4, two tie 
Tackles for loss: E. Norwood 19.5, J. Brir 


Garner, NC 


Vancouver Island, BC 


Greenwood 


Sneltville, GA 


Leesburg, VA 


Bigin 


Huntsville, AL 


Hickory, NC 


Mississauga, Ontario 


College Park, GA 


Spartanburg 


Columbia 


Conway 


Chester 


Atlanta, GA 


Jacksonville, FL 


Augusta, GA 


Jacksonville, FL 


Winston-Salem, NC 


Tampa, FL 


Sumter 


Clearwater, FL. 
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Results 


: NOTEBOOK H 


ore than one Steve Spurrier will call plays 
this fall for the Gamecocks. 

Kind of. 

The head coach said that his son, receivers 
coach Steve Spurrier Jr., will be given more of the 
offensive reins this fall, although his influence will 
be felt more in game-planning than on game day. 

“People think I'm going to stand around and 
watch,” the elder Spurrier said. “I'm not going to 
do that.” 

© Quarterback Stephen Garcia could still be a 
factor one day for South Carolina. But first he 
must get back to school after a couple of run-ins 
with the law. As part of his punishment, he isn’t 
allowed to take summer classes. 

Spurrier remains confident that Garcia, the 
most highly rated quarterback he has reeled in at 
South Carolina, would return. 

“I think chances are he will,” Spurrier said. “I 
don’t know what the exact odds are. If he wants 
to bad enough, he certainly will.” 

Garcia was arrested twice soon after enrolling 
early in January 2007. His record was expunged, 
but Spurrier put him on a short leash. Another 
run-in with police in March put Garcia on really, 
really thin ice. 

¢ Run-stopper Kenrick Ellis will miss the 
season’s first three games for violating an undis- 
closed university policy. 

Running back Mike Davis will have to sit an 
unspecified non-conference game, perhaps against 
UAB (Sept. 27), for skipping too many classes. 

Corner Carlos Thomas was in the doghouse 
prior to spring ball. Twins Dustin and Jordin 
Lindsey were still there at the end of spring 
workouts. 

Left tackle Jamon Meredith will sit out the 
season’s first two games. He played in one game 
as a true freshman. In order to merit a redshirt, 
he promised to watch two games as a senior. 

¢ Spurrier very nearly hired Ellis Johnson in 
December to be his defensive coordinator, but 
opted instead to go with Atlanta Falcons line- 
backers coach Brian VanGorder. 

VanGorder was on the job for three weeks before 
he returned to become the Falcons’ defensive coor- 
dinator. Spurrier hired Johnson later in the day. 
That meant Johnson would have to leave Arkansas, 
where he’d been for only a couple of weeks. 
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at Arkansas 36-48 
FLORIDA 31-51 ) 
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Chris Smelley 


Norwood will still put his hand in the dirt 
in passing situations, but the Gamecocks 
had too much young talent at end to make 
Travian Robertson and Cliff 


Matthews will get their chance to shine. Ac- 


them wait. 


ademic woes kept Jordin Lindsey from the 

field last year, but the senior is back. 
Sophomore Ladi Ajiboye, who had 

three sacks as a rookie, is a Bans star 
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at nose tackle. Kenrick Ellis, Marque Hall 
and Jonathan Williams are also there to 
bolster the middle. 

Brinkley, the team’s 2006 tackles leader, 
and Norwood will frighten most every- 
one at linebacker. Junior Rodney Paulk 
has started every game since he’s been on 
campus. He'll likely bounce between the 
weak side and middle. 

Sophomore Melvin Ingram and true 
freshman Shaq Wilson have Brinkley-type 
talent. They just need more time. 

The secondary battled with Ohio State 
most of last season for tops in the country 
in pass efficiency defense. 

All-SEC corner Captain Munnerlyn 
is coming back from a broken foot, but 
he should be ready to create havoc again. 
True freshman Akeem Auguste will chal- 
lenge senior Carlos Thomas at the oppo- 
site corner. 

Juniors Emanuel Cook and Darian Stew- 


art are arguably the league's best safeties. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


While Spurrier was out looking for a 
defensive coordinator, he quietly reeled in 
Ray Rychleski from Maryland. 

In seven years with the Terps, Rychleski’s 
units had no punts blocked — the longest 
streak in the Football Bowl Subdivision. 
South Carolina had three punts blocked 
just in last season’s final two games. 

Rychleski wants to take some of the 
burden from senior Ryan Succop, who'd 
previously been the team’s punter, place- 
kicker and kickoff guy. 

Spencer Lanning and incoming fresh- 


man Ryan Doerr will have a shot to win 
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"MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


\ WR Kenny McKinley - 
_ Thoughts of jumping to the | 
| NEL were canned because of 

| a toe ailment. ... Went from 
| good to great as a junior, 
| despite three different quar- | -» 
| terbacks throwing to him. ... 

| His 77 catches (968 yards, — 
| nine touchdowns) broke 
| Sterling Sharpe’s single-sea- 
son receptions record at the 
school. ... McKinley isn't 
|, afraid to go actoss the middle, but he’s develop- 
| ing a knack for the big play, too. He is trouble 
| on the deep, 30-yard out pattern. 


\ 
{ 
_ EMERGING STAR 


| SS Emanuel Cook 
| Get used to hearing Cook's 
| name. His 92 stops, includ- 
| ing 77 solo tackles, led the 
| Gamecocks a year ago — 
| even though an appendecto- 
' my cost him nearly two | 
F games to begin the season. | 
|... Had at least seven tackles ; 
j in each of the last 10 games, | 
including 11 against LSU and 
} Vanderbilt. ... Cook also has 
4 a knack for the ball. His three interceptions were 
i tied for the team lead. 


y 
i 


TOP NEWCOMER 


rT] 
( 


| CB Akeem Auguste f 
| This little dart of a corner_| 
\ didn’t necessarily enjoy his | 
| time at Fork Union prep in 
b Virginia. The marching espe- 
| cally didn’t suit him, but he 
i stuck with his studies and 
| his original commitment to 
k the Gamecocks. ... Showed 
| immediately during the 
| spring that he can make 
| plays and eared instant time on the field. ... 
) Recorded 114 tackles and grabbed 10 intercep- 
| tions in his final two high school seasons in 
_ Hollywood, Fla.. 
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New defensive coordinator Ellis Johnson 
pulled junior Eric Norwood into his office 
just before spring drills. The message: Let's 
try you at outside linebacker. 

“It definitely took me out of my comfort 
zone,” Norwood said. 

Norwood was doing great at end last sea- 
son, recording a school-record 19.5 tackles 
for loss, including six sacks. He had seven 
sacks as a freshman. 

“Having watched him, I don’t know that 
T’ve coached a kid with his physical size 
that has the versatility he has. He can do 


so many different things for as big as he is,” 
Johnson said. 

“T've never seen a guy with natural pass- 
rush skills like he has with a good, solid 
knowledge of the perimeter.” 

Norwood, at 6-1 and 270 pounds, will 
remain on the line in passing situations, 
charging after the quarterback with his 
usual gusto. He plans to be at ease at both 
positions halfway through fall camp. 

The impact won't stop there. Norwood 
also has shown his athleticism on special 
teams. He blocked a punt against Missis- 
sippi State that turned the game around. 

This spring’s move wasn't solely about 
Norwood. It was also designed to benefit 
other players on defense. 

Cliff Matthews had to move to linebacker 
as a true freshman last season because of 
injuries at the position. He struggled to get 
his bearings, but now he can move back to 
end, where he shows the potential to be a 
beast. 

Johnson seemed in awe of South Caroli- 
na’s rare line depth. That's really what made 
the Norwood move possible. 

Tackles Ladi Ajiboye and Jonathan Wil- 
liams and ends Matthews, Travian Robertson 
and Clifton Geathers are all in their second 
years in the program. There are also vet- 
erans in Kenrick Ellis, Jordin Lindsey and 
Marque Hall. 

“I never thought I'd say this, but the 
program is almost too heavy with defensive 
linemen,” Johnson said. “I don’t think I've 
ever said that in my life. And I’m probably 
going to wind up crying that I ever said it. 
You can’t (usually) find those guys.” 

But there aren't many like Norwood. An 
NFL team might feel the same way next 
spring. 

“We're asking him to do something 
tough,” Johnson said, adding that Norwood 
still needed to shed about 10 pounds. “I 
don’t know if it’s a perfect fit, but it’s some- 
thing that’s going to help us and something 
that’s probably going to help him down the 
road.” 


the punting gig, which would in theory 
save Succop’s leg. 

There’s enough speed to go around in 
the return game, between Kenny McKin- 
ley and Chris Culliver. Look, too, for an 
immediate impact by in-state product 
C.C. Whitlock, who’s drawing compari- 
sons to McKinley. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It is never going to be easy in the SEC. 
But this is as favorable as it gets, with 
cushions built in. 

South Carolina has two games before 
it plays national title contender Geor- 
gia. The Gamecocks host North Caro- 
lina State on a Thursday night to get the 
college football season kicked off, before 
traveling to Vanderbilt to play another 
Thursday game. 

That gives Spurrier a couple more days to 
prepare for the Dawgs’ trip to Columbia. 

Later, home dates against LSU and Ten- 
nessee are back-to-back, but there's an off 
week between them. There's another open 
date between the season's toughest road tests, 
at Florida and Clemson, to close the year. 

— Travis Haney 


SCHEDULE 


NC STATE — 


CSepteds tia gest | 


at Florida > 


at Clemson 
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News doesn’t sleep. 


For over 25 years, Lindy’s has been bringing you the best 
preseason guides to your favorite sports. 
Now, Lindy’s is proud to present www.lindyssports.com — 
the sports annual that never sleeps. 


Voted The Wall Street Journal’s “Most Accurate Preseason Magazine” in 2006, Lindy’s Sports Annuals 
proudly brings you www.lindyssports.com. Rest easy knowing you have the most current, accurate 
information out there with interactive features to keep you in the game. 


Tune in 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the latest information on college, NFL and fantasy football, 
Major League Baseball, college and professional hoops and even NCAA cheerleaders. You can also 
participate in our polls, forums and contests or pick up current and back issues of our magazines. 


For advertising information visit www.lindyssports.com or email Lyn Scarborough at lynscarb@msn.com. 
2100 Centennial Drive, Suite 100, Birmingham, AL 35216 (205)871-1182 


TENNESSEE 


‘RE TURNING ST AR TEAS 
3 ee 6 eee punter, kicker 


a PLAYERS 70 WATCH 
RB Arian Foster, WR Lucas Taylor, 
erald. Jones, ‘OL Anthony Parker, : 

y, LB. Rico McCoy, 


PRIMAR Y STRENGTHS 


ry has an abundance of talent. nee 
5 should be sound. “ 


‘PO TEN TIAL PROBL EMS 
j “The Vols are) breaking i ina new quarter- 


ve much: depth. UT also lost its best 
fensive player = middle linebacker 


ter this season with title-game buzz. 
_ While Georgia and Florida figure to he 
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"The offense has quality starters and depth 
ceiver and running back. The offen- 
line retums four starters. The second- _ 


ack. The front seven on defense doesn’t F 


rampionship last season, but they don't — 


| playing for pollege, football's biggest priz- 


Offense Gets a New Coordinator Quarterback, Era 


FR the second time in four years, Ten- 
nessee had a major shakeup in the of- 
fensive coaching staff. 

After the team went 5-6 in 2005, coach 
Phillip Fulmer fired two offensive assis- 
tants, and a third resigned. 

After the Volunteers won the SEC East 
Division last season, coordinator David 
Cutcliffe bolted for Duke and took two 
assistants with him. 

So Fulmer did something that hadn't 
been done at Tennessee in more than 25 
years — he went outside the Vols family 
to hire an offensive coordinator. 

Dave Clawson, the head coach at lower- 
division Richmond for the past four years, 
was entrusted with calling plays for a team 
that won 10 games last season and came 
within a fourth-quarter interception against 
LSU of winning the SEC Championship. 

“Tennessee is one of the premier foot- 
ball teams in the country,” Clawson said. 
“I hope I can contribute to helping Ten- 
nessee win a national championship.” 

Fulmer said he liked Clawson because 
during the interview process “he was just 
hard-headed enough to argue with me.” 

The hiring represents “a new era of Ten- 
nessee offensive football,” Fulmer declared. 

That has excited some fans, who feel 
the offense had become stale and too con- 
servative, even though the Vols averaged 
32.5 points last season and threw more 
than 500 passes. 

Tennessee will run Clawson’s offense, 
but he is adopting much of the Volunteers’ 
terminology to help in the transition. 

Clawson has produced nine all-confer- 


ence quarterbacks in his 14 years of coach- 


ing. He said he will adapt his offense to his 
personnel. He likes to spread the field, get 
the ball to his playmakers, run multiple 
formations, use lots of motion and shifts 
and have a physical running game. 

Clawson’s biggest challenge might be de- 
veloping a consistent running game. Ten- 
nessee hasn't averaged 150 rushing yards in 
a season since 2004 and last year was ninth 
in the SEC. 

Clawson is joined on the offensive staff 
by his receivers coach at Richmond, La- 
trell Scott, as well as running backs coach 
Stan Drayton, who left rival Florida to 
come to Knoxville. Clawson and Drayton 
coached together at Villanova. 

The holdover is line coach Greg Adkins. 

The defensive staff remains the same 
for the 10th consecutive year. 

But defense might be a bigger concern. 
It ranked no better than ninth in the SEC 
in four major categories and had great dif- 
ficulty defending the pass and the spread 
option. Two opponents on the schedule 
run the spread option and seven foes 


return starting quarterbacks. 


OFFENSE 

The best offseason news was that tail- 
back Arian Foster bypassed the NFL. 

Foster, who needs 684 yards to become 
the school’s career leading rusher, had 
1,193 yards and 12 touchdowns as a ju- 
nior. He’s a complete back who can catch 
passes (39 receptions) and pass protect. 
Foster lost 10 pounds to help his quick- 
ness during the offseason just to make 
him even better in ‘08. 

The Vols are deep at tailback. Montario 
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Hardesty had 373 yards last season, but is 
injury prone. Lennon Creer (214 yards) 
might be the most talented of the trio. 

The receiving corps, a question mark 
entering last season, should be a strength. 
Lucas Taylor (73 catches), Austin Rogers 
(56) and Josh Briscoe (56) combined for 
185 catches — 26 more than the trio of 
Robert Meachem, Jayson Swain and Bret 
Smith in 2006. 

Gerald Jones and Denarius Moore are 
two of the best athletes on the team and Ah- 
mad Paige, who redshirted as a freshman, 
and Quintin Hancock are deep threats. 

“One of the things people don’t give 
these guys credit for is the ability to run af- 
ter the catch,” said receivers coach Latrell 
Scott. “We've got an athletic bunch.” 


The line returns four starters from a 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 139.0 ypy rushing (Sth in SEC/73rd in NCAA), 262.5 ypg passing (2nd/35th), 401.5 ypg total offense (Sth/S4th), 32.5 ppg (6th/36th) 
POS STARTER 


YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Jonathan Crompton Jp___ Started vs. LSU in "06, No. 2 rated QB in high school. __Nick Stephens, So. 


RB Arian Foster* Sr. Complete back with good stats; needs more speed. Montario Hardesty, Jr. 
WR Lucas Taylor* Sr___ Caught 73 passes for 1,000 yards, five scores. Austin Rogers, Jr.* 
WR Josh Briscoe Sr. Had 56 catches, for 557 yards. Good speed. Quintin Hancock, Jr. 
WR Gerald Jones So. __ Had just 11 catches but showed terrific athleticism. Denarius Moore, So. 


TE __ Jeff Cottam* Jr__ Broke leg in spring; better blocker than receiver. Luke Stocker, So. 


LT _ Chris Scott* Jr. After 80-pound weight loss, has become solid, Ramone Johnson, So. 
LG Anthony Parker* Sr. __ Best athlete among OL, All-SEC candidate. Vlad Richard, Jr 

C Josh McNeil* Jt One of SEC's best, had knee scope in spring. Cody Sullins, Jr. 

RG Jacques McClendon Jr. Set UT record for bench press; rough run blocker. Jarrod Shaw. So. 

RT__ Ramon Foster’ St.___ At 6-6, has developed into good all-around player. William Brimfield, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 164.6 yng rushing (9th in SEC/69th NCAA), 238.6 passing (11th/73rd), 403.3 total defense (11th/70th), 27.3 ppg (10th/61st) 


Pos STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Wes Brown Jr___ Fastest end in the 40, needs to make more plays. Chris Walker, So.., 

DT Demonte Bolden* Sr. Has pro potential, but has lacked consistency. Walter Fisher, Sr. 

DT Dan Williams* Jr. Developed into solid, reliable performer. Donald Langley, Fr. 

DE __Robert Ayers Sr.__UT’s best pass rusher, can play end and tackle. Ben Martin, So. 

LB Rico McCoy* Jr Top returning tackler has great speed. Savion Frazier, So. v7 
LB. Ellix Wilson Sr. Played well in SEC title game, Outback Bowl. Nick Reveiz, So. 

LB Nevin McKenzie Sr.___ JC transfer who was converted from secondary. Adam Myers-White, Sr. 
CB Marsalous Johnson* Ji Solid cover corner who suffered injury in ’07. Dennis Rogan, So. 

CB Brent Vinson* So. __ Made SEC All-freshman team; terrific closing speed. _Antonio Gaines, Sr. 

SS _Eric Berry” So. Set school-record for interception return yards. DeAngelo Willingham, Sr. 
FS __ Demetrice Morley Jr. Started in ‘06, but had academic woes in ‘07. Anthony Anderson, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


unit that yielded a national-low four sacks 
— a remarkable figure considering the 
Vols attempted 534 passes. Guard Antho- 
ny Parker made All-SEC last year. Guards 
Vlad Richard and Jacques McClendon are 
road-grade run blockers. 

The top two tight ends graduated — 
Chris Brown and Brad Cottam. UT also 
lost Jeff Cottam to a broken leg early in 
spring drills. Luke Stocker (four catches) 
was the only experienced tight end to sur- 
vive the spring. 

The heir apparent to Erik Ainge at 
quarterback is Jonathan Crompton, a 
high school All-American who has bided 
his time for three years. He’s made one ca- 
reer start, but he’s confident he can lead 
the offense. If he plays well, the offense 
should be productive. 


DEFENSE 


Tennessee's defense was dismal the first 
month of last season, mainly because of an 
injury-ravaged secondary that was forced 
to play three true freshmen. 

That led to blowout losses to Florida 
and Alabama. But the Vols won two over- 
time games and a one-point game to cap- 
ture the East Division. 

“We were not a very good defense,” 
defensive coordinator John Chavis said 
about the rough start. “We were trying to 
find ourselves. The satisfying thing is, we 
did get better and our players kept believ- 
ing in what we were doing.” 

Tennessee's defense limited LSU to one 
touchdown in the SEC title game and shut 
down Wisconsin to win the Outback Bowl. 

The defense is rebuilding after losing 
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VOLUNTEERS RECRUITING 2008 


E.J. Abrams-Ward, WR 

Abrams-Ward is one of those unique athletes who can do almost 
anything on the football field. He was recruited by several schools to 
play quarterback and comes to Tennessee as a big wide receiver tar- 
get. His athleticism is also evident on the basketball court, where he 
could have taken his game to college if that was his preference. 


Aaron Dougias, TE 

If there is one thing Douglas knows, it is how to win. The 6-6 target 
hails from one of the winningest high school football teams in the 
country at Maryville, Tenn. Despite his massive frame, Douglas has 
the hands of a wide receiver and will offer a big target to Tennessee 
quarterbacks. 


Though he will get his first crack at outside linebacker, coach Phillip 
Fulmer has compared Walls favorably to former Tennessee pass 


3 NELWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


i «Wi Hometown 


EJ. Abrams-Wanl ATH GOGO 6-5 210 Thomasville, NC Thomasville 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 1 prospect in North Carolina ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 11 athlete. 


Carson Anderson = OL OG 
Father and uncle played at Tennessee. 


6-3. 270 Florence, AL 


Preston Bailey “lw ooo 6-5 315 Nashville, TN © Montgomery Bell Academy 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
32 offensive tackle. 


Ben Bartholomew RB OOS 6-3 Nashville, TN Montgomery Bell Academy 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
7 fullback. 


Willie Bohannon DE ooo 6-3 230 Mobile, AL Blount 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
22 weakside defensive end. 


Aaron Douglas Tr oo06 6-6 245 Maryville, TN Maryville 
Rivals250 selection ... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Tennessee ... Rated as the 
nation’s No. 5 tight end. 


Steven Fowlkes DE oO6 6-5 213 College Park, GA Banneker 
Rated as the No. 48 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 19 
weakside defensive end. 


Montori Hughes 
Tennessee picked up a sleeper late. 


Tt oo 6-5 255 Murlreeshoro, TN 


Austin Johnson RB OOO 6-3 235 Hickory, NC Hickory 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 fullback. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


The Georgia native was an early enroll- 
ee and has already made waves during 
spring drills at the running back posi- 
tion. He should give the Volunteers 
immediate depth at the position and 
will be a starter in the SEC down the 
line. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 35 


2009 NEEDS 


The primary focus of the 2009 class will be 
in the trenches on both sides of the ball, 
particularly at defensive tackle, After missing 
on a couple of offensive linemen in 2008, 
that will be a big priority in 2009. The 
Volunteers could be in the market for anoth- 
er quarterback, especially if 2008 signee 
Casey Kelly elects to play professional base- 
ball. 


AE Wi Hometown School | 


Casey Kelly @ ooo 6-2 191 Sarasota, FL Sarasota 
Rated as the No. 81 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 17 
pro-style quarterback. 


Herman Lathers IB OooS 6-0 192 Baton Rouge, LA Scotlandville 
Rated as the No. 36 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
43 inside linebacker. 


Tauren Poole RB OOO 5-10 194 Toccoa, GA Stephens County 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
running back. 


StePhaun Raines =DB OO 6-0 180 Coffeyville, KS 
Originally signed with Tennessee in 2006. 


Dallas Thomas lb ooo 6-6 253 Baton Rouge, LA Scotlandville 
Rated as the No. 26 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
54 offensive tackle. 


Prentiss Waggner DB OOO 6-2 170 Clinton, LA Clinton 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
33 cornerback. 


Marlon Walls 1B oOO00 6-2 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
22 outside linebacker. 


Rodriguez Wilks WR GOOG 6-1 195 Smyma, TN Smyma 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
63 wide receiver. 


1B OOOG ~~ 6&4 245 San Francisco, CA City College of San 


Rated as the No. 5 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
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EJ. ABRAMS-WARD = WR 6-5 


26 DANIEL LINCOLN 


alented junior running back Montario Hardesty 
has been knocked down by injuries again, suf- 


fering a stress fracture in his leg about half-way 
through spring drills. He is expected to return in 
the fall. 


36 ANTHONY ANDERSON 


BEN BARTHOLOMEW FB 


¢ Senior fullback David Holbert, who missed 


last season because of a torn ACL, dislocated his 
knee cap during a scrimmage which has his future 
clouded. 


65 JACQUES MCCLENDON 0G 


98 DEMONTE’ BOLDEN 
96 WILLIAM BRIMFIELD OT 6-5 


20 _NEVIN MCKENZIE 


Freshman linebacker Austin Johnson was moved 


to fullback and made an immediate impact. Nevin 
McKenzie, battling for the starting job at outside 
linebacker, suffered a sprained knee and missed 
the last three weeks of spring. 


6 DENARIUS MOORE 
7_DEMETRICE MORLEY 


48 ADAM MYERS-WHITE LB 


47 BRITTON COLQUITT 


Defensive end Chris Walker had his knee scoped 


two weeks into spring practice. Projected tight end 
starter Jeff Cottam broke his leg and missed the 
last month. 


75 ANTHONY PARKER 


GEOFF COURTNEY WR/H 6-1 


¢ Four projected starters missed all or most of 


spring with pre-spring injuries. Starting center 
Josh McNeil had his knee scoped in January. Two 
had offseason shoulder surgery — receiver Lucas 
Taylor and cornerback Brent Vinson, Starting 
corner Marsalous Johnson (knee) missed the sec- 
ond half of the ‘07 season and did not participate 
during the spring. 


8 JONATHAN CROMPTON QB 

BARRY CUNNINGHAM OB 
95 CHAD CUNNINGHAM 
68 STEPHAN DARVILLE DT 


51 VLADIMIR RICHARD —_ 0G 


76 _DARRIS SAWTELLE 


© New offensive coordinator Dave Clawson said 


he installed about 85 percent of his offense during 
the spring. He ran more slants and used some dif- 
ferent formations than the previous offensive staff. 


He also said he will join defensive coordinator 


John Chavis in calling plays from the sideline. 


37_ANTONIO GAINES 


© Projected starting quarterback Jonathan 


Crompton was scheduled to have offseason sur- 
gery on his throwing elbow. He took painkillers 
during the spring. He had shoulder surgery during 
his true freshman season in 2005. 


© DeAngelo Willingham, a junior college trans- 


fer who moved into the starting lineup last season 
after injuries to both corners, was the most 
improved defensive back from January to April. 


* Free safety Demetrice Morley, academically 


ineligible last season, returned in the spring and 
hardly missed a beat, flying to the football and 
blocking kicks. The junior has dubbed the second- 
ary the “Goon Squad.” 


6 JAKOURI WILLIAMS WR 5-10 
24 DEANGELO WILLINGHAM DB 
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two starting ends, two linebackers and a 
senior safety. 

Last year’s weakness should be a strength 
— the secondary. Eric Berry made fresh- 
man All-American while playing corner 
and safety. Athletic Demetrice Morley, aca- 
demically ineligible last season, returned in 
the spring. Morley and Berry could form 


one of the SEC's top safety tandems. 

The Vols are loaded at cornerback. Marsa- 
lous Johnson and Antonio Gaines opened 
the year as starters, but both suffered season- 
ending injuries. Converted receiver Brent 
Vinson and junior college transfer DeAn- 
gelo Willingham became starters. 

Willingham was UT’s most improved 
defensive back in the spring. Dennis Ro- 
gan ran No. | at corner in the spring due 
to injuries, giving him more experience 
when called upon. 

Tennessee took a huge hit when line- 
backer Jerod Mayo (SEC-best 140 tack- 
les) declared early for the NFL. Ryan 
Karl also departed. Rico McCoy, Adam 
Meyers-White, Nevin McKenzie and EI- 
lix Wilson spearhead the returners. 

The defensive line has solid starters but 
not much depth. End Robert Ayers (four 
sacks) has All-SEC ability. Wes Brown, 
Chris Walker and Ben Martin hope to help 


the Vols improve on last year’s sack total of 


24. Both tackles are returning starters — 
Demonte Bolden and Dan Williams. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


All-SEC punter Britton Colquitt has 
been suspended for the first five games for 
violation of a team rule, leaving sopho- 
more Chad Cunningham to handle those 
duties. Cunningham averaged 40.7 yards 
on three punts last season. 

Kicker Daniel Lincoln was named to the 
Football Writers All-American team after 
making 21 of 29 field-goal attempts. He 
was 18 of 20 before a late-season slump. 


Dennis Rogan took over punt return 


Tennessee's Winning Trend 1998-2007 a 


; CoreHTEST 
MOST VALURBLE PLAYER | 
bac Berty 85. 


Not many " sophomore. 
defensive backs “would be 
considered ‘a team MVP but 
Berry has All- American 
‘skills. ... He had a school- 
record. 222 return yards on 
five ‘interceptions. He also 
broke ap a team-high nine 
‘passes. ... Led SEC freshmen” 
with 86 ‘tackles ‘and is the 
hardest hitter in UT's sec- ; 
ondary. ... He could return oe saa kickoffs. iH 
He aright also be used” as a pec aeeya in the 
rater option. ; ; 


mal 
meets 
rt 


\sGaradel jones. WR 
__A terrific athlete, Jones 
suffered a pulled hamstring 
early last season and was 
sidelined for a month. 
Caught 1 passes — “includ 
ing: a spectacular overtime 
“touchdown grab - against 
Kentucky — and ran eight 
“times for 7.2 yards pet carry. 
“Was used on” several 
: snaps from the spread option 
and had 39 yards on two carries =a LSU i in- 
the SEC title game... . Has big-play ability at 
eagted - ei Far Ayo 


Temacice pelere SNS 

> OK, we're fudging this cat- 
egory a little bit, ‘but he 
didn’t play last season 
“because of academic issues, 
so he’s kind of a newcomer. 
And he’s definitely impor- 
tant. ... Morley was arguably” 
the best athlete on the team 
two years ago when he made 
10 starts at strong safety 
and had 51 tackles, eight passes defended, seven. 
tackles for loss, two interceptions and a blocked _ 
“kick... Has great speed and leaping ability and — 
can make plays in the return game. fy 


Le 
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No Doubt About It: 
Berry Can’t Miss 


Tennessee defensive coordinator John 
Chavis made — by his standards — a star- 
tling prediction before last season. He said 
Eric Berry would start in the secondary as 
a true freshman. 

Chavis usually bestows praise on veter- 
ans, not teen-agers. But Chavis was con- 
vinced, just by watching tape, that Berry 
would be special. 

“With certain players, you say, ‘There 
is no way you're going to miss on him,” 
Chavis said. “You knew that not only be- 
cause of his athletic ability, but because of 
his character, the way he was raised.” 

Berry's father was a running back at Ten- 
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nessee almost 30 years ago. That helped 
the Vols land the No. 1 rated defensive 
back in the nation. 

Berry didn’t disappoint. He started every 
game, bouncing around in the defensive 
backfield before settling at strong safety. 

“One, that’s where he felt more comfort- 
able,” Chavis said. “Two, that’s where we 
needed the most help.” 

Berry led SEC freshmen with 86 tackles. 
He set a Tennessee record with 222 return 
yards on five interceptions — including a 
96-yarder against Florida. 

“That really did shock me,” Berry said 
of the record. 

Chavis didn’t seem as surprised. 

“He did a tremendous job,” Chavis said. 
“He played as well as any freshman I've 
been around.” 

Berry is so skilled with the ball he might 
get a shot at playing quarterback (a po- 
sition he played in high school) in the 
spread-option. 

“When I’m ready, they'll put me over 
there,” Berry said. 

Berry's immediate goal is to help im- 
prove a secondary that was roundly criti- 
cized after ranking 11th in the SEC and 
73rd nationally in passing yards allowed 
per game (238.6). 

“Hearing that stuff motivated me,” Ber- 
ry said. “It made us closer. We're going to 
be awesome.” 

Berry was awesome his first season, 
earning freshman All-American accolades. 

“That was one of my goals,” Berry said. 
“Tt was amazing to reach that goal.” 

Berry credits then-senior safety Jona- 
than Hefney with helping him learn the 
ropes, whether it was doing extra drills, 
reading an offense or staying relaxed be- 
fore a game. 

“Jonathan was more like a big brother 
and a mentor, rather than a teammate,” 
Berry said. 

Berry, despite being a sophomore, is 
ready to assume a leadership role on de- 
fense. And he won't let the compliments 
go to his head. 

“You've got to realize, a pat on the back 
and a kick in the butt are only six inches 
away,” Berry said. “You've got to stay hum- 
ble and keep working.” 


duty at midseason, averaging 10.7 yards. 
UT led the SEC in kick returns as Rogan 
averaged 29.5 yards, sharing the job with 
Lennon Creer and Denarius Moore. 

After going to a spread-punt formation 
at midseason, the punt coverage team ex- 
celled. And kick coverage allowed just 
20.4 yards per runback. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Tennessee altered its schedule in March 
to open the season Sept. 1 at UCLA on 
ESPN. 

Athletic director Mike Hamilton said 
the national exposure — and UT does 
recruit nationally — was a major factor. 
Instead of opening at home against UAB, 
the Vols will play the Blazers on Sept. 13. 

Tennessee's schedule is once again top 
heavy. In addition to UCLA, the Vols host 
Florida and play at Auburn and in Geor- 
gia during the first half of the season. 

UT then faces Mississippi State, Ala- 
bama and South Carolina on consecutive 
weeks before closing against Wyoming, 
Vanderbilt and Kentucky. 

The schedule features seven bowl teams 


and five teams that won at least eight games. 


— Jimmy Hyams 


SEHEDULE 


at UCLA 


‘Sept. 27, at Auburn — 
“Oct.4 NORTHERN ILLINOIS ~ 


Nov. 8 


“Nov. 29. KENTUCKY © 
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2007 SEG LEADERS 


ee 


PASS EFFICIENCY G AT CMP INT PCT, _YDS_1D EFF, _ INTERCEPTIONS G INT _Yos 1 _1ONG__INT/G 

1. Tim Tebow, Florida 13 350 234 6 669 3286 32 1725 1. DJ. Moore, Vanderbilt pe, 53 1 24 0.50 

Andre’ Woodson, Kentucky 13 518 327 11631 3709 40 1445 2. Rashad Johnson, Alabama 13° 6 64 0 28 0.46 

3, Erik Ainge, Tennessee 14 519 325 10626 3522 31 135.5 3. Craig Steltz, SU a 153 0 51 0.43 

, Georgia 13 194 10557 2523 19 1289 4. Jerell Norton, Arkansas 3° «5 174 1 100 0.38 

5. Casey Dick, 13 262 150 10573 1695 18 1266 Derek Pegues, Miss. State 3° «5 120 1 40 0.38 
6. Matt Flynn, LSU 12 359 202 11563 2407 21 1258 6, Eric Berry, Tennessee To 35 222 1 9% 0. 

7. Brandon Cox, Auburn 13 316 188 13595 2080 9 1160 Chevis SU vie 52 0 34 0.36 

8. John P. Wilson, Alaboma 13 462 255 12552 284 18 146 Kelin Johnson, Georgia Hu 54 53 0 4l 0.36 
9. Seth Adams, Ole Miss 297° 163 16 549 1979 12 113.4 9 lowers, m 13 4 35 0 20 0.31 
10. Mackenzi Adams, Vanderbilt 12 182 101 6555 104 9 Bd Patrick Lee, Auburn 137 td 34 0 % 0.31 

RUSHING G att YDS _AVG TD _YDS/G_~—_-SCORING G 1 XPT 2xP FG PIS__—PIS/G 

1. Darren McFadden, Arkansas 13 325 1830 56 16 140.8 1. Tim Tebow, Florida [Seek23ienciO" pAOlmetd 138 10. 

2. Knowshon Moreno, Georgia 13 248 = «13345. 14-1026 2. Colt David, LSU Fea er 0 2% 147 10.5 

3, Rafael Litle, Kentucky 10 19 1013 53 3. 101.3 3. Leigh Tiffin, Alabama 13 0 36 0 2 m1 85 

4. B Green-Ellis, Ole Miss 12 20 1137 «49 94.8 4. Alex Tejada s 13 0 «58 0 W7 109 84 

5, Felix Jones, Arkansas 13 Na. 1162" 87 N 89.4 5. Doniel Lincoln, Tennessee 14 0 §2 0 2 15 8.2 

6. Arian Foster, Tennessee 14 245 =«1193- ss 12 85.2 6. Brandon Coutu, Georgia 13°00 «49 0 18 103 79 

7. Anthony Dixon, Miss. State 13 287 1066-37 14 82.0 7. Joey lijas, Florida 13, “0:72 0 10 102 78 

8. Terry Grant, Alabama iT 180 89149 8 81.0 Darren McFadden, Arkansas 13. War” #10 Op HO 102 78 

9. Jacob Hester, LSU 14 25 03 49 12 78.8 9. Lones Seiber, Kentucky 3 0 51 0 16 9 76 

10. Thomas Brown, Georgia 10 148 7799 «53 10 779 10. Anthony Dixon, Miss. State 13 16 «#20 en) 96 7A 

TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASSPLAYSTOTAL YDS/G  PUNTING GPUNTS YDS LONG AVG _ RECEIVE YDS/GAME G RE YDS ™ YDS/G 

13 895 3286 560 418] 321.6 —_1. Patrick Fisher, LSU 14 59 2627 62 445 1. Kenny McKinley, South Carolina 12 77 968 9 807 

13-193 3709 587 3516 270.5 2.Ryan Shoemaker, Aubun 12.49 64 424 2. Steve Johnson, Kentucky 60 1041 13. 80.1 

14-32 3522 535 3490 249.3 3. Brian i 13. 57 2414 66 424 3. Pavey arte Meee N59 4 780 

13 104 2846 543 2950 226.9 4. Ryan Succop, 12 56 2330 58 416 4. DJ Hall, Aloboma 13 67 1008 6 773 

12 215 2407 459 2622 218.5 5. Britton Colqui 13 62 2579 57 41.6 —_ 5. Lucas Toykor, Tennessee 13. 73 5 769 

13. -18 2523 387 2505 192.7 6, Jeremy Davis, Arkansas 13 60 2403 54 400 Andre , Florida Wo 56 761 7 69.2 

11-27 1979 344 1952 1775 7. Tim Masthay, 13 50 1992 63 39.8 7. Eorl Bennett, Vonderbilt 12 75 830 5 69.2 

-96 2080 363 1984 152.6 8. Justin Sparks, Ole Miss 39.7 8 Rerecoeiees ety 12 66 741 9 618 

1830 123 336 1953 150.2 9: Boke Meadeons ss. State 373 eae LS esha BEER bs 

273 1618 0. Brett Upson, Vanderbilt 39.2 __ 10. Rodgeriqus Smith, Auburn 3 5 542 


TEAM STATISTICS 


TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P 1D YDS/G  TOTALDEFENSE G  PLYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G _ KICKOFF RETURNS G RT YDS 1D AVG 
7. isu 14 915 4043 44 33 2888 1. Tennessee 4 60 1462 0 244 
re ee ae ae Aa oe 13 855 3873 45 24 2979 2. Georgia 13 50 1189 «#200238 
3 Kenny her S Eo 3. Georgia 13 868 4202 48 28 3232 — 3.South Carolina 12 54 12088 O 224 
Re ey eaekeiaea, a vencal 12 779 3903 5.0 31 3252 4 Vanderbilt {Z- SST. -MSbe | Ol 228 
bar 4 993 Seat 37 $2 401g S=Mississippi Stole = «138834313 49 34 331.8 5. Kentucky 130 ered: 19948 Bole e224] 
ee ig Syd aes ea. OD Care ma 13 898 4491 5.0 34 345.5 Arkansas 1s SU ese 2 8201 
§: Cory 13 962 4859 5) 38 3738 7. Florida 13 908 4704 5.2 37 3618 7. OleMiss 12 59 12688 1 215 
8’ South Carolina 12 825 4462 54 36 3718 8 Arkonsos 13 987 4753 48 39 3656 8 Alaboma 13° 48: 1014) 40. 21 
9. Ole Miss 12 769 4143 5.4 5 345.2 9. South Carolina 12 876 4537 5.2 33 378.1 9 Florida 13 50 1034 0 20.7 
10. Auburn 13 899 4357 4 35 335.2 10. 13 974 5163 53 44 397.2 10. LSU 14 42 827 1 19.7 
11. Vanderbilt 12 836 3919 47 30 3266 11. Tennessee 14 1036 5646 54 40 403.3 11, Auburn 13 47-904 One 
12. Mississippi State 13 880 3863 44 30 297.2 12. Ole Miss 12 905 5081 56 42 423.4 12, Mississippi St. 13 53 964 0 18.2 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXP FG SAF PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXP FG SAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS GRE YDS 1D AVG 
1. Flori 1375 7 0 w0 2. 1. Auburn 13 25 22 0 O 16 0 220 169 1. Florida 13 23922 SI 
Lie 4 e a ee gears ore rime ACT 14 35 32:1 0 11:1 279 199 2. Alaboma 3, 47 3 M137 
3, Arkansas 13 62 58 1 0 17 1 485 373 —-3. Georgia 13 29 28 0 0 20 0 262 202 3. Georgia 13) 92k" S18 ON tS 
4, Kentucky 13 62 53 10 «16 0 475 (365 4. Alabama 13 35 34 0 O 14 0 286 220 4, Mississippi Stale 13 28 272 i 97 
5, Georgia 13 53 50 1 0 18 0 424 326 5. Vanderbilt 12 32 29 1 O 160 271 226 5. South Corolina 12 23 4216 0 94 
BTenmasee «(14-56-5210 21:1 55 325 «©—«S. Mississippi Sle 13 35 34 0 0 19 0 301 23.2 — $ Avbum 1a} SAS SO: eos Ol 
7. Alcbamo 13) 39 a7 2) O° 25.17". 9520271 7. South Carolina 12 34 30 0 O 16 O 282 235 7. Tennessee 14 34 302 1 8.9 
8. South Carolina 12 39 38.0 0 13.1 313 261 — &.Floride 13.39 35 1 0 200 331 255 8. Ken ASD OL [25285 A Saf Bil 
9. Auburn 13 38 36 0 0 17.0315 242 9. Arkansas 13 42 35 3 0 16 2 345 265 9 Vanderbilt 2 ee OS 9 
10. Vonderbih . 12 32 29 0 0 13.0 260 217  10.Tennessee «14-46 42 2 0 20 0 382 27.3 10 Ole Miss V2 Tele SA SER 36,4 
11, Mississippi Stole 13 36 33 0 0 10 0 279 215 11. Ole Miss 12 44 40 1 0 12 0 342 285 = 11. LSU ae Pec Pe 
12, Ole Miss 12.30 24 2 0 11 0 241 20,1 ‘12. Kentucky 13 50 45 1 0 12 1 385 296 — 12. Arkansas VS 8s Sle | DS 88 
RUSHING OFFENSE G AT YDS AVG 1D YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G_ATT YDS AVG. 1D _YDS/G _PUNTING G NO. YDS AVG/P PR AVG TB NET/P 
; 1, Florida 13 37 1453 39.3 22 06 0 387 
1. Arkonsos 13 625 3725 60 33 2865 1, Florida 13 442 1343 30 18 1033 
2.1SU 14 612 298 «49 «35 Dial 21S 14 464 1485 «3.2 14 1061 a Com IF ey Oh. Aa pears 
3. Florida 13 487 2602 53 39 2002  — 3.Georgia 13 439 1429-33 16 (109.9 eng 14 65 2701 416 236 36 4 367 
4, Georgia 13 509 2304 45 32 1772 4, Alabama 13 470 1614 34 14 1242 si 14 61 2689 441 3415 358 
5. Auburn 13 543 2040 38 23 1569 © 5. Aubym 13452 1621 36 1327 south Conchings 12 59 2390. 395.241 4.193 Sad 
6. Kentud 13. 485 2021 42 20 1555 6. Vanderbilt 12 412 1538 37 16 1282 7 Kenluc “3 13 51 1992 391 96:19 9 336 
Pala 12 481 1802 37 13 1502 7. Mississippi State 13 496 2039 41 14 1568 8 Nat ky 13 65 2475 381 138 21 8 335 
8. Alabama 13 490 1940 40 19 149.2 8. Arkansas 13° 503 2083 4.1 18 = 160.2 9. Ole Mi 12 54 2109 39.1 263 49 3 331 
9. Tennessee 14 459 1946 42 19 139.0 9. Tennessee 14 545 2305 42 15 164.6 hie 2 13 61 2436 39.9 279 46 7 331 
10. Mississippi Stote 13 508 1784 35 18 137.2 Wage Gt oh le Da a 11. Missiseppi State 13 80 3072 384 363 45 4 329 
11. Ole Miss 12 379 1578 42 8 131.5 Saati: , 47 IR) 12 Vonderbit §=—«12- 61-2391 «39.2 309 5.1 4 328 


12. South Carolina 12.:«382-«(1364.-«C«3.6«16-«*1137_-~—S«*2. SouthCarolina §= 12 S18 2512 4B 19 
PASS OFFENSE G ATT CMP INT PCT, YDS AVG TD YDS/G __PASS DEFENSE G ATT CMP INT PCT, YDS AVG TD YDS/G  TURNOVERMARGIN G + FUM+INT+TOT FUM-INT-TOT-MAR 


5 1 7 7. 9 1. South Carolina 12 358 199 14 55.6 2025 5714 1688 1, LSU 4 #13 2 36 3 13 16 +20 
y ear v oy el 3 ro SH A! e aie 2. Auburn 13 403 223 14 55.3 2252 5.611 173.2 2. Georgia 13 NW 15 2 7 10 17 + 
3. South Carolina 12.443 258 17 58.2 3098 7.0 20 258.2 3. Mississippi State 13 387 207 18 53.5 2274 5.920 174.9 3. Tennessee 14 9 6 2 6 12 18 +7 
4. Florida 13 36) 240 6 66.5 3341 9.3 32 257.0 4, 1SU 14 451 212 23 47.0 2558 5.719 182.7 4. Florida 13 9 ll 2 9 615 +5 
5. isu 14 442 256 13 57.9 3154 7.1 29 2253 5. Vanderbilt 12 367 217 16 59.1 2365 6415 197.1 5. Alebama 13 5 19 24 812 20 +4 
&. Alaboma 13 472 263 12 557 2919 6219 224.5 6. Arkensas 13 484 220 20 45.5 2670 5.521 205.4 Arkansas 13 10 2 30 15 1) 26 +4 
7. Ole Miss 12 390 199 20 51.0 2565 6617 2138 7. Kentucky 13 431 236 17 54.8 2679 6.224 206.1 7. Auburn 13 10 14 «24 9 15 24 O 
8. Georgia 13 365 199 10 54.5 2579 7.1 20 198.4 8. Georgia 13 429 254 15 59.2 2773 6512 2133 Mississippi State 13 10 18 28 10 18 28 0 
9. Auburn 13 356 204 15 57.3 2317 6.5 12 178.2 9. Alabama 13 428 232 19 54,2 2877 6.720 221.3 Hiei! 13 10 17 27 1% 12 28 -1 
10. Vanderbilt 12 355 193 12 54.4 2117 6.0 17 176.4 10. Ole Miss 12 396 250 8 63.1 2692 6817 2243 10.V ilt 12 7 16 23 GSR -2 
11; Arkansas 13 313 179 11 57.2 2125 68 24 163.5 11. Tennessee 14 491 291 16 59.3334) 6825 238.6 11, South Carolina =—-12 7 14 21 GUURIZeeee -7 
12. Mississippi State 13 372 188 18 50.5 2079 5.6 12 159.9 12. Florida 13 466 277 1) 59.43361 7.219 258.5 12. Ole Miss 12 ee YA 70 7 -10 
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VANDERBILT 


Trying to Open a New Window of Opportunity 


v ‘wenty-five year bowl droughts don’t 


just happen randomly. Hearty doses 
of irony, misfortune and bad timing are 
required. 

Vanderbilt’s breakthrough season was 
supposed to have been 2007, when a sta- 
ble of talented players seemed poised to 
lead the school to a postseason appearance 
for the first time since 1982. 

The Commodores had their shining 
moments (as they always seem to), but 
fizzled down the stretch (as they always 
seem to) and lost their final four games. 
Another losing season came and went. 

Here was the cruel twist: Vanderbilt's 
defense — a laughingstock most of the 
decade — became one of the best in the 
Southeastern Conference last year. No 
one was chuckling when the Commo- 
dores checked in at No. 16 in the nation 
in total defense and allowed their fewest 
points in 10 years. 

In keeping with the blighted school tra- 
dition, however, the team’s offense went 
into the tank, finished 107th in the nation 
in passing — dashing any hopes the team 
had of tasting the fruit of postseason play. 

And so it goes. Many songs about 
heartbreak and disappointment have 
been sung in Nashville over the years. All 
of them could describe the recent history 
of Vanderbilt football. 

Thus, the stage is set for 2008. Con- 
vinced the rest of the program is slowly 
improving, Vanderbilt hopes a quarter- 
back will emerge to lift the offense out of 
its slumber and — just maybe — guide 
the school to a bowl game. 


Chris Nickson entered the 2007 season 
as a preseason All-SEC third-team pick by 
league coaches after producing a promis- 
ing effort in 2006. By October of last fall, 
injuries and ineffectiveness sent him to 
the bench. The fall from grace was swift 
and stunning. 

Mackenzi Adams, his primary backup, 
fared no better as Vanderbilt retreated into 
an ultra-conservative offensive approach 
late in the season in hopes of avoiding 
disaster. 

Coaches are hoping against hope that 
Nickson will return to form this fall as a 
senior. At his best, he’s a multi-talented 
threat in the mold of former West Vir- 
ginia quarterback Pat White. 

Vanderbilt's quarterback position was 
thrown up for grabs in the spring among 
four candidates. It was Nickson, however, 
who took the field with the first-team of 
fense for the first snap of the spring game. 

“Chris Nickson has played wonderfully 
for us at quarterback before and he will do 
it again,” coach Bobby Johnson said. 

Commodore hopes might rest on noth- 


ing less. 


OFFENSE 

Memories of Chris Nickson’s 2006 sea- 
son, his first as a starter, are still fresh at 
Vanderbilt. 

In one three-game stretch that year, he 
piled up more than 1,100 yards of total 
offense. His total of 2,779 yards of total 
offense was the fourth-best single-season 
effort in school history. 

If Nickson doesn’t start, Mackenzi Ad- 
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Reshard Langford Aw 


ams will be the logical choice — although 
not the only one. Adams’ skill set is simi- 
lar to Nickson’s: Good runner, but doesn’t 
possess a game-changing arm. 

“There’s no particular reason why you 
would choose one over the other because 
he throws it better or runs it better or what- 
ever,’ Johnson said. “It will probably be a 
grasp of the game plan and who executes.” 

Backups Larry Smith and Jared Funk 
also got plenty of snaps in the spring. 
Smith, a former Mr. Football award win- 
ner in Alabama, appears to be the pro- 
gram’s quarterback of the future. 

Vanderbilt’s offense has two gaping 
holes to fill. Wide receiver Earl Ben- 
nett, the SEC’s all-time leading receiver, 
bypassed his senior season for the NFL 
Draft. Left tackle Chris Williams, among 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 150.2 yng rushing (7th in SEC/S9th in NCAA), 176.4 yng passing (10th/107th), 326.6 ypy total offense (11th/103rd), 21.7 ppg (10th/93rd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Chris Nickson Sr.___ Can one of these guys take control of the position? Mackenzi Adams, Jr.” 
RB Jeff Jennings Sr. Hopes to bounce back from disappointing year. Jared Hawkins, Jr. 
WR George Smith* St.__ Has overcome adversity to become team captain. Jamie Graham, Fr. 
WR Sean Walker* Sr. Speedy player is team’s best deep threat. Andrew Diomande, Sr. 
WR Justin Wheeler Jr. —__ Former prep basketball star was a spring standout. Udom Umoh, Fr. 

TE _ Jake Bradford Jr. More accomplished at blocking than receiving. Justin Green, So. 

LT Thomas Welch Jr. Could be a rising star and future pro. Kyle Fischer, Fr. 

LG Ryan Custer Jr. Already has plenty of game experience. Nick Forte, Jr. 

C Bradley Vierling dr. Became the leader of this unit in the spring. Joey Bailey, So. 

RG Drew Gardner Jr. Unproven, but one of team’s strongest players. Ryan Vance, Jr. 

AT Eric Hensley Jr Back in spring after serving disciplinary suspension. _ James Williams, Fr. 
"Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 128.2 ypg rushing (6th in SEC/32nd NCAA), 197.1 passing (Sth/18th), 325.2 total defense (4th/16th), 22.6 points per game (5th/32nd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE — Steven Stone* Jr. 


Quietly becoming one of squad's premier players. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Teriall Brannon, So. 


DT __ Greg Billinger J. 


Needs to produce to solidify a thin position. 


Derrius Dowell, Jr. 


DT _ Adam Smotherman So. __ Unknown commodity gets thrown into lineup. Tu. Greenstone, Fr. 


DE Broderick Stewart Jr.__ Speedster is emerging as dangerous pass rusher. Theron Kadri, So. 
LB Brandon Bryant Jr. __ Has struggled to overcome injuries lately. Nate Campbell, So. 
LB _ Patrick Benoist* Jr. Not big, but succeeds on guile and smarts. Chris Marve, Fr. 

LB _ John Stokes So. ___ Former star recruit gets first starting opportunity. Austin Newton, So. 
CB _D.J. Moore* Jr. Tied for SEC lead in interceptions last year. Alan Strong, So. 
CB Myron Lewis* Jr. Gives Vanderbilt its best pair of corners in years. Jared Fagan, St. 


SS Reshard Langford* Sr. 


Four-year starter has been around the block. 


Joel Caldwell, Jr. 


FS Ryan Hamilton* Jt___Has the physical tools, but needs consistency. Brent Trice, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


the nation’s best last season, is also gone. 

Sixth-year senior George Smith, who in 
2004 overcame a potentially deadly case 
of transverse myelitis — a neurological 
condition caused by inflammation of the 
spinal cord — is likely to lead the team in 
receptions. 

Converted tight end Thomas Welch 
will replace Williams. Now up to 300 
pounds, Welch is dripping with potential 
and could follow Williams into the NFL 
in two years. 

The line will feature five new starters. 
Center Bradley Vierling was a key reserve 
last fall and took over as the unit’s leader 
in the spring. Guard Ryan Custer is also 
one to watch. 

Tailbacks Jeff Jennings and Jared Hawk- 


ins will get most of the carries in Vander- 


bilt’s one-back set. Coaches are seeking 
a difference maker at that position. Jen- 
nings is the leading returning rusher, with 


96 carries for 346 yards last season. 


DEFENSE 


For Johnson, there’s no secret to Van- 
derbilt’s impressive turnaround on de- 
fense last season. 

“Speed, athletic ability, it’s all gone up 
over recent years,” the coach said. “It’s 
what we've been trying to do. That will 
do wonders for you.” 

A unit that was once gashed with regu- 
larity finished 16th in the nation in total 
defense and 18th against the pass. The 
Commodores were even a_ respectable 
sixth in the SEC against the run. 


The improvement began in the second- 
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COMMODORES RECRUITING 2008 


DeAntire Jones, LB 

| This Memphis University School product should be the next great 
} linebacker prospect at Vanderbilt. He is a difference-maker on defense 
and brings a lot of athletic ability to the Commodores. 


Casey Hayward, DB 

Despite talent and depth in the Vanderbilt secondary, Hayward has the 
kind of ability that may make it tough to keep him off the field. 
Whenever he does find the field, he will be an impact player in 


John Cole, WR 

Cole brings some big-play potential to the Vandy offense. He com- 
” 1) pares favorably to Wes Welker of the New England Patriots and could 

, add some excitement to the offense out of the slot. He also adds some 

Me special teams value and depth in the return game. 


3 NELUCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Archie Bames A OO 6-4 200 Tampa, FL 
Rushed for more than 1,000 yards as a senior. 


Michael Bryant ul os 6-6 285 LaVergne, IN 
Started every game of three-year varsity career. 


John Burrow DE oo 6-4 210 Moris, AL 
Had 138 tackles his senior season. 


Richard Cagle oh oo 65 Houston, TX 
Chose Vanderbilt over lowa State. 


John Cole WR OOO 6-0 171 Somerset, KY 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 


Dexter Daniels Bb OOo 6-2 215 Brantley, AL 
Had more than 100 tackles his senior season. 


Akeem Dunham WR OS 6-4 190 Eustis, FL 
Caught 32 passes for 610 yards and eight touchdowns his senior season. 


Ryan Fowler kK oo 5-11 155 Taylors, SC 
Rated as the nation’s No. 22 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Casey Hayward Ah OOS 6-1 185 Peny, GA 
Topped the 1,000-yard mark passing and rushing as a senior. 


Josh Jelesky DE oo 6-6 219 Naperville, IL 
Chose Vanderbilt over Northwestern. 


DeAndre Jones IB ooo 6-0 223 Memphis, TN © Memphis University School 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com ... Rated as the nation’s No. 
58 outside linebacker. 
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Average Stars 


66606 
6O666 


lems. OGO6S 


Owens is a safety with good size, legit | Total Stars 

speed and instincts. Vanderbilt was 

able to pull the 6-1, 180-pounder out Pace irl a 

of Big 12 country — where he boasted 

several other offers from BCS confer- 2 009 NEEDS 

ence league schools. Vanderbilt will likely be signing a smaller than 
normal class in 2009, so the Commodores 
will be looking for high impact with all of their 
signees. After loading up on defense in 2008, 
offense will likely be more of a focus in 2009. 
A primary need will be a premiere SEC run- 
ning back. Vandy also needs to sign some 
top-end wide receiver talent and develop 
more depth at offensive tackle. 


THE SLEEPER 


Taylor Loftley BE Oooo 6-2 247 Chamblee, GA 
Rated as the nation’s No. 55 strongside defensive end by Rivals.com. 


Rob Lohr AH OG 6-5 240 Phoenixville, PA Phoenixville Area 
Had 15 sacks on defense and five touchdown catches on offense his senior season. - 


Colt Nichter Tt oo 6-2 275 Park City, UT 
Three-year starter at defensive tackle and on offensive line. 


Al Owens BB OS 6-1 181 Springtown, TX 
Had 58 tackles his senior season. 


Micah Powell BOO 5-11 186 Tarpon Springs, FL 
Chose Vanderbilt over Cincinnati. 


Seandre Richarison DB OO 6-2 185 Linden, AL 
Had more than 100 tackles his senior season. 


Ryan Seymour DE Ooo 6-5 252 Kingsland, GA 
Had 50 tackles his senior season. 


Tristan Strong Bb oo 6-2 224 Loganville, GA 
Had 46 tackles and three sacks his senior season. 


Johnell Thomas DE oo 6-1 240 Orlando, FL 
Chose Vanderbilt over Florida International, Eastern Kentucky and Florida A&M. 


Caleb Welchans ol os 65 Wildwood, MO Lafayette 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. 
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A COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER } 


NOTEBOOK 


Wr. Crass 


CHRIS AARON Palos Verdes, CA RESHARD LANGFORD Tanner, AL 


MACKENZI ADAMS Tulsa, OK REILLY LAUER Gates Mill, OH 


McKenzie 


JOSH ALLEN Roswell, GA JOHN LAUGHREY 


ROB ASHABRANNER Beaumont, TX DAVID LEINWEBER Bloomfield Hills, MI 


BO BAGGERLEY MYRON LEWIS 


JOEY BAILEY 


Forsyth, GA Pompano Beach, FL 


Trussville, AL KIKKO LOGAN Elba, AL 


87 BRANDON BARDEN TE 65 240 Fr Lincolnton, GA 43 CHRIS MARVE 1B 6-0 =6238 SFr Memphis 


PATRICK BENOIST Southlake, TX GASTON MILLER Murfreesboro 


98 GREG BILLINGER OT 63 20 J Lilburn, GA 75 NICK MILLER SN 63 260 Matthews, NC 


85 JAKE BRADFORD TE 66 270 Jt _ St. Simons Istand, GA 


17 __D.J. MOORE CB 5-10 182) 0 Or Spartanburg, SC 


TERIALL BRANNON AUSTIN MONAHAN Charlotte, NC 


Spartanburg, SC 


35 BRANDON BRYANT LB 6-0 230 Cincinnati, OH 91 _ AUSTIN NEWTON 1B 62 6215 So McDonough, GA 
MATT BUBIS CHRIS NICKSON 
JOEL CALDWELL SAM PANKE 


Nashville Brundidge, AL 


Hoover, AL St. Louis, MO 


NATE CAMPBELL WILL PARKER ROE 


Hazen, AR Humboldt 


THOMAS CARROLL Columbus, GA 


KENNARD REEVES Duluth, GA 


BO CRAMER Charlotte, NC 36 CHRIS REINERT Santa Ana, CA 


12 CHRIS CROOKS Cummings, GA 28 ALEX SCHULTZ DB 5-11 175 Or Wayland, MA 


73 RYAN CUSTER OG 6-3 295 Jr Troy, OH 18 LARRY SIMMONS WR 5-9 165 Jr Austin, TX 


43 CHRIS DEGEORGE WR Portland 88 GEORGE SMITH WR 63 202) Sr Hollywood, FL 


26 ANDREW DIOMANDE WR Miami, FL 19 _LARRY SMITH QB 62 


Prattville, AL 


41 JERMAINE DOSTER TR 5-10 205 Fr Tampa, FL 59 ADAMSMOTHERMAN DT 64 275 So Smyma 


2 


9 DERRIUS DOWELL DT 6-3 285 Jt Atlanta, GA 69 GARRETT SNOEYENBOS OL 6-4 285 fr Brentwood 


s 


7 JAMES ELLEDGE DL 64 285 Fr Birmingham, AL 6 DARLRON SPEAD (Bo 5-10 185 ok Kingsland, GA 


JARED FAGAN 182 


Waldorf, MD 90 BRODERICK STEWART DE 6:5 228 Jr Newnan, GA 


5 KYLE FISCHER OL 66 305 fr Columbia, SC 96 STEVEN STONE DE 65 260 J Conway, AR 


8 DAVIS FLOWERS 1B 60 6215s Fr Dothan, AL 


49 JOHN STOKES 1B 6:5 238 So Memphis 


1 


NICK FORTE Brentwood 16 ALAN STRONG CB 5-10 175 So Atlanta, GA 


42 TIM FUGGER Oak Brook, IL 24 RICH TOMPKINS DB 5-10 180 ~Fr Nashville 


12 JARED FUNK QB 62 200 So Long Grove, IL 


1 __ BRENT TRICE $ 63 215 Or Orange, VA 


46 MICHAEL GARCIA Jacksonville, FL 1 _ELVIO TROPEANO 1BO58 6200S Pomfret, CT 


wo 


70 DREW GARDNER OG 66 300 Jr Hoxie, AR 39 BRETT UPSON P S11 190 Jr Griffin, GA 


cB 


25 JAMIE GRAHAM 5-11 180 Fr Nashville 23 _UDOM UMOH WR 60 172 Fr Fort Valley, GA 


82 JUSTIN GREEN TE 6-6 235 So Troy, AL 34 RYAN VAN RENSBURG TB 61 215 Fr Jacksonville, FL 
ot 


58 TW, GREENSTONE Lawrenceville, GA 79 RYAN VANCE OG 63 285 Jr Bellaire, TX 


49 CHRIS GRIFFIN 


WR 6-1 185 = So Memphis 46 DUANE VAUGHN s 61 195 Fr Goodlettsville 


8 BRYANTHAHNFELDT P/PK 5-11 185 Sr Nashville 60 BRADLEY VIERLING C/0G 6-3 292 Jr Warminster, PA 


$s 


2 __ RYAN HAMILTON 


6-2 210 


Wycombe, PA 7 SEAN WALKER WR 60 175 = St Wrens, GA 


31__ JARED HAWKINS TR 5-10 200 


Spring, TX 4 ALEX WASHINGTON WR 5-10 180 Jr Stone Mountain, GA 


66 ERIC HENSLEY 
21 __ JEFF JENNINGS 


OT 6-6 Clinton 76 THOMAS WELCH OT 67 300 J Brentwood 


1 Dandridge 80 JUSTIN WHEELER WR 6-1 #175 Ot North Augusta, GA 


45 CHRIS JOHNSON LB Birmingham, AL 77 _ JAMES WILLIAMS OL 66 305 fr Smyma 


93 THERON KADRI DE Brighton 13 TURNER WIMBERLY Austin, TX 


ead coach Bobby Johnson interviewed for 

the same job at Duke in December before 
withdrawing from consideration one day later 
and choosing to remain at Vanderbilt. 

Johnson, 20-50 at Vanderbilt, said his rela- 
tionship with the school’s administration played 
a significant role in his decision to remain in 
Nashville before Duke could ever make an offer. 

“They've been extremely loyal to us, and I was 
glad to be able to tell them that I’m glad to be 
able to stay at Vanderbilt and keep going,” he 
said. 

¢ A pair of ACC transfers — tight end Brandon 
Barden and wide receiver Andrew Diomande 
— will be eligible to play this fall after sitting 
out last season. 

Barden began his career at Virginia Tech and 
was participating in spring drills in April 2007 
when 32 students were killed in a shooting 
spree. Emotionally shaken, Barden transferred to 
Vanderbilt, his second choice of out of Lincoln 
County (Ga.) High in 2006. 

The events of 2007 remain on Barden’s mind. 

“Even when I'm in my dorm room at night, I 
think about locking the door,” he said. “You 
never know who's around or what they can do.” 

Diomande played sparingly at Clemson and 
caught only three passes in three seasons. 
Diomande, who has one season of eligibility 
remaining, appeared to work himself onto the 
two-deep depth chart during spring drills. 

© Redshirt freshman Jamie Graham joined the 
Vanderbilt basketball team as a walk-on last 
December and served as a backup guard for the 
Commodores, who finished 26-8 and received a 
No. 4 seed in the NCAA Tournament. 

Graham's basketball participation prevented 
him from working with the football team during 
the spring, but he’s perceived as too good an 
athlete to keep off the field. He’s slated for duty 
at wide receiver after spending last season work- 
ing at cornerback. 

¢ Former Furman assistant Desmond Kitchings 
joined the coaching staff in the offseason as 
running backs coach, replacing Kenny Carter, 
who accepted a position at Florida. Kitchings 
played for Johnson at Furman in the 1990s and 
ranks No. 5 in school history in receptions and 
yardage. 


RICHMOND 


~~ -- =~ 


ALABAMA 


OLE MISS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Auburn 


GEORGIA 


at South Carolina 
MIAMI (Ohio) 
at Florida 
KENTUCKY 
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ary, where the Commodores featured a 
pair of rising stars at cornerback in D.J. 
Moore and Myron Lewis. Both return 
this season as juniors. 

Moore tied for the SEC lead with six 
interceptions and is quickly becoming one 
of the nation’s best. The rangy Lewis can 
also make plays. Backing them up are vet- 


' 
| Se S EDAD LID NT TINT 
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eran safeties Reshard Langford and Ryan 
Hamilton, both of whom pack a punch. 
Vanderbilt also has potential stand- 


outs at defensive end in Steven Stone and 


Broderick Stewart. Stone was a depend- | 


able starter in 2007, while the blazing-fast 
Stewart finished in the top 10 in the SEC 
in sacks with six despite serving in a re- 
serve role. 

Maintaining the progress of last season 
will require the Commodores to find qual- 
ity players at defensive tackle, where 2007 
starters Theo Horrocks and Gabe Hall have 
departed after turning in stellar seasons. 

Greg Billinger, a one-time Georgia 


commitment, is being counted on for a 


big year at tackle. His inspired play in the } 


spring indicated he’s up for the challenge. 
Vanderbilt can't realistically hope to re- 
place star linebackers Jonathan Goff and 
Marcus Buggs, but there is some experience 
returning. Small-but-heady Patrick Benoist 
is the only returning starting linebacker. 
Young linebackers John Stokes and 
Chris Marve were big recruiting catches 


in 2006 and might be ready to emerge. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Four-year starter Bryant Hahnfeldt is on ! 


pace to become the school’s all-time lead- 
ing scorer (among place-kickers), but his 
career has been marked by inconsistency. 
Vanderbilt hopes his 61.1-percent ca- 
reer success rate on field goals rises dra- 
matically this fall. His 49-yard attempt 
could have beaten Tennessee last year, but 
the ball glanced off the left upright. Such 


has been the story of Hahnfeldt'’s career. 


Vanderbilt's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


dole eer i otal aud het at Roun BT 
‘Spartanburg, S.C. «.. . Famed National Defensive Player of the 

‘Week honors after intercepting two passes to lead the 
} Commodores to a 17-6 wina ‘South Carolina in 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Broderick Stewart 
‘Speed is the name of the game 
for the slender 6-5, 230-pound 
junior, who led Vanderbilt and_ 
) ranked among the SECs top. 10° 
with six sacks last season while 
Serving in a backup role. Few 
ends in the SEC rush the passer 
with such quickness. Stewart 
estimates himself to be o “of 
the team’s 10 or 15 fastest } 
ers regardless of position. He 
even participates on Vanderbilt's Kickoff-coverage 
unit. .. . Wreaked havoc against Kentucky last season, — 


— NEWCOMER | 


Could have played last sea-_ 
son, but coaches were able 
to redshirt him due to the 
presence of All-SEC middie 
linebacker Jonathan Goff. 
Marve quickly proved this 
spring he’s ready to hit the ¥ 
field by flashing aggressive 
and productive play. ... Voted 
state 5A Mr. Football 
Lineman of the Year as a 
senior in 2006 at White Station High in Memphis. 

Tallied 178 tackles while earning first-team all- 
state honors. ... Traveled to all Vanderbilt road 
games last season and helped signal in defensive 
calls, ... Coaches have touted him for his intel- 
ligence and understanding of the game. 
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D.J. MOORE {) 


More from Moore? 
He Has the Skills 


Vanderbilt has rarely seen the likes of 
D.J. Moore in its secondary, and his ability 
is perhaps best summed up by former Com- 
modore offensive tackle Chris Williams. 

“He's a freak of nature,” Williams said. 

“D.J. is just a playmaker,” coach Bobby 
Johnson added. 

In 2007, Moore earned every compli- 
ment, tying for the Southeastern Confer- 
ence lead with six interceptions and earn- 
ing first-team all-league recognition as a 
sophomore. 

In addition, he ranked among SEC and 
national leaders in total tackles and passes 


Player Profile 


defended. For good measure, he ranked 
fourth in the SEC in kickoff returns and 
even produced some big plays as a part- 
time wide receiver. 

Nothing, it seems, is too much to ask 
from Moore, a gifted athlete who has been 
in the starting lineup since the day he ar- 
rived at Vanderbilt two years ago out of 
Spartanburg, S.C. 

At Broome High School, Moore was a 
first-team all-state pick in football and 
basketball. By the time South Carolina 
and Clemson caught on, Moore had already 
committed to Vanderbilt. 

Proving quickly he was willing to take 
chances, Moore made big plays on the 
corner. He also gave up more than a few, 
prompting Johnson to joke that “some- 
body’s band is going to be playing” when- 
ever Moore was involved in a play. 

In 2007, armed with more consisten- 
cy, Moore began to stuff the weekly stat 
sheet. 

He earned National Defensive Player of 
the Week honors after intercepting two 
passes to lead the Commodores to a 17-6 
win at South Carolina in October, Vander- 
bilt’s first-ever road victory over a Top 10 
team. 

Moore posted 13 tackles against Ala- 
bama, picked off a pass to preserve a win 
over Ole Miss and even ripped off a 39-yard 
run against Georgia after taking a handoff 
while playing wide receiver. 

“He seems to be where the ball is all 
the time and makes a lot of plays for us,” 
Johnson said. “D.J. gets better and better 
every time he goes on the field.” 

Moore is still seeking more consistency 
as he enters his junior season. 

“It seems like every time I give up a 
touchdown, I end up getting an intercep- 
tion or something,” he said. “It goes up 
and down.” 

Few expect nothing but continued as- 
cension for Moore, regarded by many as the 
best pure athlete in the program. 

“The kid can dunk a basketball better 
than I can,” the 6-7 Williams said. “He's 
going to be a great, great player.” 


Punter Brett Upson has been unspec- 
tacular as a two-year starter and hopes 
to raise his 39.4-yard average. He's been 
known to boom a few. 

Moore doubles as a kickoff returner and 


was among the SEC’s best last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Vanderbilt trudged through a 12-game 
schedule in 2007 with only one bye week. 
This year, much to Johnson’s delight, there 
are two — one after the fourth game and one 
after the eighth game, breaking the schedule 
into three neat four-game portions. 

The Commodores get started on a 
Thursday night in late August in a return 
game at Miami of Ohio, then play anoth- 
er Thursday game the following week in 
the home opener against South Carolina. 

An Oct. 25 home game against Duke 
holds some intrigue. Johnson spoke with 
Duke officials about their head-coaching 
vacancy in December before pulling out of 
consideration before an offer was made. 

Vanderbilt will seek to beat archrival 
Tennessee in Nashville for the first time 
since 1982. 

— Brett Hait 


SCHEDULE 


Aug.28 at Miami (Ohio) _ 
“Sept.4 + SOUTH CAROLINA 

Sept. 13 RICE 
~ Sept. 20 cat Ole Miss 
Oct. 4 AUBURN — 
Oct.11 at Mississippi State 
“Oct.18 at Georgia 

Nov. 15 aa Kentucky — 


Be: _ TENNESSEE — 
Nov. 29 _ at Wake Forest 
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| SEC Year in Revieus ) 
THE RACE ALL-SEC TEAM 


LSU hha! been playing with fire all your pulling out close games, "ig sled iy Wn nagd coachie 
stumbling in one memorable triple-overtime shootout at Kentucky. Still, 


the Tigers got back into position to contend. But, incredibly, in their OFFENSE - First Team OFFENSE - Second Team 
; : ‘ : : QB Tim Tebow Florida QB Andre Woodson 

last regular-season game, they again went into triple overtime — this TRB Darren MoFadien Arkansas” "RB Felix Jones 

time at home against Arkansas — as their quest for the national title 5 , RB tao Hest 


seemed to hang on every play. They were stunned, 50-48, seemingly 
ending their title hopes. 

But the season of upsets did not end on Nov. 23. A continued succes- 
sion of unlikely results, combined with the Tigers’ dramatic SEC champi- 
onship game victory over Tennessee on Dec. 1, suddenly put LSU back in 
the BCS title game. That proved to be the easy part. The Tigers routed 
Ohio State 38-24 in a game that wasn't as close as it might sound. 

In the estimation of many, Georgia was the best team in the country 


by the end of the season. But not even a seven-game winning streak OL Mcrae One mms Van derbilt : 


could get the Bulldogs past Tennessee in the SEC East, although it did PK ColtDavid ‘LSU ; r 
get them to No. 2 and 3 in the final polls. RS. Felix Jones Arkansas = _OL mo Williams ET 
~——s BKSEDAniefiLincoln manaTennessee 
THE CHAMPION RS Brandon James Florida 


When they would watch LSU play, most “experts” would suggest LSU 
was one of the best two teams in the country and should play for the 


national championship. But the Tigers didn’t always play that way. : DEFENSE - Second Team 
But that’s the way 2007 was in college football. Nobody was perfect. So, DL Titus Brown Ss eom State_ 


voters (and computers) had to choose among flawed brilliance ... and in 
spite of the extended circus surrounding coach Les Miles and the possibility 
he'd be jumping to Michigan after the season, the Tigers stuck together, 
and when they got onto the biggest stage, they didn’t disappoint, easily 
handling Ohio State for their second national championship in five years. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Darren McFadden, RB, Arkansas 

He finished second in the Heisman Trophy voting to Florida QB Tim 
Tebow, but McFadden got the nod both from the coaches and the media 
as the SEC’s Offensive Player of the Year. And why not? He did so much 
for his team, including taking direct snaps in key situations (particu- 
larly late in the year) and rolling up 2,432 total yards (1,829 rushing, 
164 receiving, 123 passing, 316 on kick returns). 

Defensive Player of the Year: Glenn Dorsey, DT, LSU 

He was slowed by injury for nearly half the season, but Dorsey was 
the “most game-planned” defensive player in college football. He won 


the Outland Trophy, Lombardi Award, and Nagurski Award. 
Coach of the Year: Sylvester Croom, Mississippi State 


Winning only three games a year for the first three seasons had TH E S TA N. D / N G. Ss 
eroded some of the good feelings that Croom started with at Mississippi EASTERN 
State ... and then the Bulldogs opened 2007 with a 45-0 loss to LSU. Team W-L PCT. PF PA WL PCT PF PA 
Yikes. How about rolling out eight wins the rest of the way? That's Tennessee 750 283 14 2 
exactly what Croom and the Bulldogs did, turning the corner and look- 
ing for more. 


THE BOWLS 

For the second year in a row, the SEC won a stunning (and record- 
tying) six bowl games, including ultra-impressive performances in the 
BCS Championship Game and the Sugar Bowl. 


BCS title game LSU 38, Ohio State 24 

Sugar ' Georgia 41, Hawaii 10 ————— - eeeees a 
Cotton Missouri 38, Arkansas 7 1S: ee: : 25 2.857 SA 279 
Outback Wisconsin 21, Tennessee 17 Auburn 5-3 625 156 138 9-4 £92 315 
Capital One Michigan 41, Florida 35 Arkansas s«d-4—s«C5DD ur ? 345 
Chick-fil-A Auburn 23, Clemson 20 (OT) 

Liberty Mississippi State 10, Central Florida 3 a; = 

Music City Kentucky 35, Florida State 28 -Mabama_— 4500712190768 
Independence Alabama 30, Colorado 24 Olemiss 08000131252 
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EAST 


WEST 


PICKING THE C-USA 


Coaching Changes Point to Even More Points 


ntil someone reminded him in late 

April, Memphis coach Tommy West did 
not realize he was the dean of Conference 
USA coaches. 

“You've got to be kidding,” said West, who 
has been the Tigers head coach since 2001. 
“Seven years as a head coach and I’m the 
dean? I'm not sure if that’s good or bad.” 

Good or bad, this will be a transition 
year for C-USA. 

The former dean, Southern Miss coach 
Jeff Bower, was fired after 17 years on the 
job. He was replaced by former Oklahoma 
State offensive coordinator Larry Fedora. 

Former Hawaii coach June Jones takes 
over at SMU. At Houston, former Oklahoma 
co-offensive coordinator Kevin Sumlin gets 
his shot. 

“That's the landscape and environment 
we live in,” West said. “Things are going to 
be changing.” 

The one constant is that C-USA will fea- 


ture plenty of wide-open, high-scoring 
games. Things could be even more exciting 
than last year, when seven teams finished 
in the national top 54 in scoring. Eight 
were in the top 51 in total offense. 

On defense, eight teams finished 90th or 
worse in scoring. 

With Houston continuing to run a mul- 
tiple-receiver offense under Sumlin, Fedora 
installing the spread offense at Southern 
Miss and Jones bringing the run-and-shoot 
to SMU, C-USA is a wellspring for fantasy 
football addicts. 

“This is one of the, if not the, most en- 
tertaining conferences in the country,” 
West said. 

“That's just the nature of what we do. 
This is a skill league. We're not built on the 
power-running game. This league is built 
on dropping back and throwing the ball. 
That makes it fun, but defensively, it’s a 
nightmare because you're facing those of- 


fenses every week.” 

Still, defense wins championships. That's 
why UCF won the C-USA title last season, 
and why UCF and East Carolina remain 
strong candidates to win the East. 

Both teams lost star running backs, but 
return nine defensive starters. Memphis 
also returns nine defensive starters and 
appeared to take a big step in the right di- 
rection in the spring under new defensive 
coordinator Tim Walton. 

In the West, Houston returns eight de- 
fensive starters but must replace its best of- 
fensive skill players. Tulsa returns only five 
returning defensive starters but has built 
depth the past two seasons and possesses C- 
USA's best collection of backs and receivers. 

Tulsa will be hard to beat if new quarter- 
back David Johnson comes through 

“It’s still going to come down to who can 
muster the most defense,” West said. 

— Richard Scott 


Conference USA Picks 


Good news Bad news Qur call 
LM hi ‘ Experienced O-line; super WRs; Tigers looking for right QB to step up; must Tigers will find a winning QB; defense and running » 
MEMpnS new DG Tim Walton making an impact. shake inconsistency in kicking game. game will be better than many expect. : 
2. UC * George O'Leary building solid foundation; Replacing RB Kevin Smith will be tough, Defense will keep Knights in the race. Will skill > 


defense returns nine starters 


3. East Carolina | Defense returns nine starters; QBs gained 


Valuable experience in ‘07. 


especially with new QB and rebuilt line. 


weapons in passing game. 


players emerge to give UCF shot at title? 


Must replace RB Chris Johnson and develop | Same as UCR Good chance to win the division .. > 


if playmakers step up on offense. 


U, Southern Miss “ RB Damion Fletcher, MLB Gerald McRath are New coach Larry Fedora lacks an experi- Opponents better get USM while they can; this >) 
i “among G-USA's best. enced QB for his spread offense. season's struggles will be temporary. 


5. Marshall DE Albert McClellan returns from 2007 inju- Still looking for right QB; concerns about —-Herd still adjusting to new coordinators and : 


ty; playmakers in passing game. 


Pave Junior College transfers for competition. 
1. Tulsa Foundation is strong; championship experi- 
: ence; nine returning offensive starters. 
2. d 
paualey OT SirVincent Rogers returns from injury. 
SED for success on offense. 
U. Tulane ‘ Seventeen starters return from team that 
: made progress late in ‘07. 
5. SMU ( Plenty of excitement with hiring of June 
- Jones; talent at receiver. 
6. Rice 


QB Chase Clement and WR Jarett Dillard. 


depth, inexperience. 


concern on both sides of the line. 


It's not easy replacing record-setting QB Paul 
Smith and three starting LBs. 


oo 
Experience on defense and at QBs; all-league Cougars lost their most talented skill players 


and must adapt to new scheme. 


son. Now, they try a 3-3-5 scheme, 


Must replace 2,000-yard rusher Matt Forte: 
passing game has a lot to prove. 


QB Justin Willis suspended during spring; 
defense loaded with questions. 


worst defense; major pass-rush concerns. 


depending too much on too many young players. 


“ Blazers have 18 returning starters, added 11 Depth and experience still low; run game a UAB will be better behind QB Joe Webb and ,) 


young WRs, but another sixth-place finish looms, 


Tulsa has been building depth, talent and momen- 
tum. It remains the team to beat in the West. 


Defense can keep Houston in title chase. Skill 
players must emerge for Cougars to win it, 


Eight returning defensive starters; elements Miners allowed 37 points a game last sea- UTEP might still have to win by shootout, which is 


a tough road to travel every week. 
Numbers improving, but overall progress might > 


not show because of tough road schedule. 


Jones could win big in the future, but Mustangs 
face a steep challenge in the present. 


Explosive, experienced offense, led by Owls lost two best linemen from C-USA's \ 


The Owls can put up points quickly, but they can’t 
just outscore all of their opponents. 
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| Lindy’s 2008 
| ALL C-USA Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


: 
+ QB Chase Clement Sr Rice 
| RB Damion Fletcher Jr. Southern Miss 
t RB Tarrion Adams Sr. Tulsa 
H WR Jarett Dillard Sr Rice 
) WR Duke Calhoun Jr. Memphis 
} TE Cody Slate Jr Marshall 
| C Robby Felix Sr. UTEP 
| OL Patrick Brown Sr. UGF 
; OL Ryan McKee Sr Southern Miss 
OL Sebastian Vollmer Sr. Houston 
| OL Brandon Pearce Sr. Memphis 
AP Emmanuel Sanders — Jr. SMU 
|, PK. Jose Martinez Sr. UTEP. 
{ | DE Albert McClellan Jr. Marshall 
; DL Phillip Hunt PSG Houston 
| DL Bruce Miller Soet ty UCF 
\ DL Moton Hopkins Sr. Tulsa 
| LB Gerald McRath Jr. Southern Miss 
LB Brian Raines Sr. Rice 
» LB Joe Henderson Sr. - UAB 
"DB Joe Burnett Sr. UCF 
» DB Will Dunbar Sr. UAB 
| DB Van Eskridge Jr. East Carolina 
' DB C.J. Spillman St Marshall 
’ P Thomas Morstead Sr. SMU 
OFFENSE - Second Team > 
! QB Trevor Vittatoe So. UTEP 
+ RB Darius Marshall So. Marshall 
| RB Andre Anderson Jr. Tulane 
| WR Jeff Moturi Jr. UTEP 
i WR Brennan Marion Sr. Tulsa 
| TE Shawn Nelson Sr. Southern Miss 
\ C Carl Barnett Jr. Houston 
OL Jake Seitz dr UAB 
| OL Philip Beliles Sr. Memphis 
| OL Doug Palmer. Jr. East Carolina 
} OL David Berken Sr. Rice 
| AP Dwayne Harris So. — East Carolina 
) PK Swayze Waters Sr. UAB 
DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL Cw. Wilson Jr. East Carolina 
; DL Scott Solomon So. Rice 
| DL EN Ash Sr. Houston 
[ DL Zack Slate Sr. East Carolina 
(1B Derrick Hallman So. UCF 
; LB Greg Jackson Jr. Memphis. 
| LB Quentin Cotton Sr. East Carolina 
) DB Andrew Sendejo Jt. Rice 
| DB Kenneth Fontennette — Sr. Houston 
* DB Roy Roberts Sr. Tulsa 
_ DB Johnell Neal Sr. UCF 
» P Britt Barefoot Sr. Southern Miss 
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THE BIG ONES 


Aug. 30 


| Sept. 6 


SS ca A Be nS Ae el A 


Virginia Tech vs. East Carolina (Charlotte N.C.) 
West Virginia at East Carolina 


Bows! Connection 


Champion 


Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 11 


- Oct. 11 


- Nov. 8: 
- Nov. 15 
Nov. 15 


1. Gerald McRath 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


USF at UCF 
SMU at Texas Tech 


East Carolina at Virginia 
Oct. 11 
ECU at Virginia 

Memphis at East Carolina 


Oct. 18 
» Oct. 25 
Oct. 26 


UCF at Tulsa 
East Carolina at UCF 
Southern Miss at UCF 


Nov. 2 


Tulsa at Houston 


. Southern Miss 
2. Cody Slate Marshall 

3, Joe Burnett CB ~ UCF 

4, Shawn Nelson = TE Southern Miss 
5. Jaret Dillard ==WR Sr Rice 

6.0. Spillman FS 
7. Damion Fletcher 18 
8, Albert McClellan DE Marshall 
9, Brennan Marion WR Sr. Tulsa 
10.BraxtonAmy = =SS Jr. UTEP 


Marshall 
Southern Miss 


Mast Offensive 
Valuable Player of the 
Player Year 
Damion Fletcher Chase Clement 


RB, Southern Miss 


~ 
x 
Q 
C 
Ny 
5 
Q 
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QB, Rice 


Most accurate passer 
Strongest arm 
Best scrambler 


Coolest in the clutch 
| Toughest to bring down 
_ Best hands 


Most dangerous deep threat 
) Best pass blocker 
Best run blocker 


Best pass rusher 


Best cover corner 
- Special teams temon 


TCU vs, SMU (Dallas, TX.) 


Boise State at Southern Miss 


Southern Miss at Memphis 


Liberty vs. SEC 


C-USA #2 
GMAC vs. MAC 


C-USA #3 
Bell Helicopter vs. Mountain West 


C-USA #4 
Papajohns.com vs. Big East. 


C-USA #5 
New Orleans vs. Sun Belt champ 


East Carolina at Southern Miss 


Could be first OLB taken in 2010 draft 
Already one of nation’s best tight ends. 
Has a nose for ball; also returns punts 


Has length and athleticism at tight end. 


Excellent hands and instincts in traffic 
Has been Herd’s top tackler past two years 
Quick, elusive, finds the creases. 


Raw ... but has pure speed and big-play potential 
Will miss season with injury 


Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the of the 
Year Year 
Gerald McRath Rock Dennis 
LB, Southern Miss DB, SMU 


Chase Clement Rice 
Trevor Vittatoe UTEP 
Chase Clement Rice 
Case Keenum, OB Houston 
Damion Fletcher, RB Southern Miss 
Jarett Dillard, WR Rice 
Brennan Marion, WR Tulsa 
Brandon Pearce, OT Memphis 
Pat Brown, OT UCF 
Albert McClellan, DE Marshall 
Joe Burnett UCF 
Matt Nicholson Houston 
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AT A GLANCE 


2007 


| 7-6 overall, 6-2 C-USA East (T-2nd) 


Tommy West — At Memphis: 41-44, 
7 years; overall: 76-79, 13 years 


18; 7 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
WR Duke Calhoun, WR Carlos Singleton, 
RB Curtis Steele, DE Corey Mills, DE Greg 


* Terrell, DT Freddie Barnett, DT Clinton 
McDonald, DB Michael Grandberry ~ 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


? There is not a better corps of receivers in 
| Conference USA. Calhoun is a first-team 
selection and the 6-9 Singleton is a 
match-up nightmare who led the Tigers 

| with 11 touchdown receptions. 
Defensively, it’s a group stocked with vet- 
erans who might respond to a new coordi- 
) nator. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
There is not a quarterback who has start- 
ed a college game and of the two battling 
for the starting job — junior college 


Malouf — neither took command of the 
position in spring. 


QB Martin Hankins, RB Joe Doss, 
OL Andy Smith, OL Abraham Holloway, 
DB LaKeitharun Ford, LB Jake Kasser 


New coordinator Tim Walton might be the 
boost the defense needs, and junior col- 
lege transfers Curtis Steele and Greg Ray 
potentially give Memphis an opportunity 
to improve a lackluster nmning attack. If 
a solid quarterback emerges, there's a sec- 
ond straight bowl game, and fifth in six 
seasons, looming for the veteran Tigers. 


transfer Arkelon Hall and sophomore Matt | 


Watch Out for Tigers’ New Teeth on Defense 


he Memphis defense is hoping for a 
resurrection, starting with the aid of 
a former coach. 

Coach Tommy West summoned Tim 
Walton, who spent last season as coordi- 
nator at the University of Miami, to instill 
an attacking, aggressive mentality that had 
been missing. 

Walton, who was dismissed after one 
season at Miami, is a welcome sight for 
Memphis, where he coached defensive 
backs in 2000 and 2001. 

The Tigers ranked 10th in C-USA in 
rushing defense a year ago, allowing oppo- 
nents to consistently convert on third down 
(50.6 percent). They finished 11th in the 
league in sacks — only 15 in 13 games. 

Walton’s impact was apparent during 
a spring in which the 4-3 defense often 
dominated in scrimmages. 

“I like the defense. I like the attitude 
of our guys,” West said. “We're more ag- 
gressive.” 

West, who directed the program to its 
fourth bowl in five seasons a year ago, 
might have the Tigers on the verge of com- 
peting for an East Division championship, 
providing the offense can do its part. 

While nine starters return on defense, 
the offense must find a replacement for 
quarterback Martin Hankins, who threw 
for 3,220 yards and 25 touchdowns. 


OFFENSE 


The good news is Memphis returns a 
veteran line and perhaps the best group 
of wide receivers in the league. Bad news 
is the Tigers break in new starters at run- 


ning back and quarterback. 


Junior college transfer Curtis Steele im- 
pressed the coaching staff by rushing for 
94 yards in the spring game and earning 
offensive MVP honors. Steele, a redshirt 
last year, gives the offense a back with 
what West terms “a burst.” 

Explosiveness has been missing from 
the attack since DeAngelo Williams de- 
parted for the NFL after the 2005 season. 
Junior T.J. Pitts missed the spring recover- 
ing from a broken ankle and should chal- 
lenge Steele for the starting nod. 

As for quarterback, the spring ended with 
junior college transfer Arkelon Hall and 
sophomore Matt Malouf in a dead heat. 

Hall was a nationally regarded prospect 
coming out of high school in California 
three years ago, signing with Washington 
State before transferring last season to the 
College of the Sequoias. He gives the po- 
sition a powerful running option at 230 
pounds with an ability to break tackles. 

Malouf, used mostly as a runner in third- 
and-short situations last season, showed an 
accurate arm in the spring to strengthen 
his campaign for the starting job. 

West, whose team struggled in the red 
zone last season, is eager to use a quarter- 
back with running skills near the goal line. 

Duke Calhoun, a 6-4 receiver and an 
all-conference candidate, did not partici- 
pate in the spring while recovering from 
knee surgery. He should be ready to go 
in August and join forces with 6-9 Car- 
los Singleton, 6-4 Maurice Jones and 6-3 
Steven Black. 

Calhoun led the team with 890 receivy- 
ing yards, but Singleton used his lanky 
basketball frame to reach over defensive 
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backs for a team-high 11 touchdowns. 
Inside receiver Earnest Williams is a 
steady player who routinely draws praise 
for his work ethic and attention to detail. 
Williams gained 71 yards as a runner and 
was the team’s fifth-leading receiver with 
33 catches for 368 yards and five touch- 


downs. 


DEFENSE 

Memphis allowed more than 400 yards 
per game for the second straight season. 
A veteran defensive front returns, led by 
Corey Mills, Clinton McDonald, Freddie 
Barnett and Greg Terrell. 

The Tigers also should be improved at 
linebacker with middle linebacker Win- 
ston Bowens and outside linebacker Greg 
Jackson returning after missing large por- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 137.8 ypy rushing (10th in C-USA/74th NCAA), 305.8 passing (2nd/13th), 443.6 total offense (3rd/23rd), 29.2 ppg (7th/S1st) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH ; 


QB — Arkelon Hall Jr. —_ JC transfer is a powerful running threat at 230 pounds. Matt Malouf, So. 

RB Curtis Steele Jr. Earned spring game MVP honors; a breakaway threat. _T.J. Pitts, Jr. 

WR Duke Calhoun* Jr. Team-high 890 receiving yards despite missing a game. Carlos Singleton, Jr. 
WR Earnest Williams* Sr. Five touchdown catches ranked second on team. Carlton Robinzine, Sr. 


WR Steven Black* Sr.___ His 42 catches was third behind Calhoun, Singleton. _ Maurice Jones, Sr. 


TE __ Brett Russell* Sr. Emerging as one of league's best tight ends. Deven Onarheim, So. 
RT Brandon Pearce* Sr. Two-time all-conference; played 96 percent of ‘07 snaps. Ronald Leary, Fr. 

RG Malcom Rawls Jr.___ Transferred to Memphis after signing with Tennessee. _ Dominik Riley, So.” 

¢ Philip Beliles* Sr.___ Played 92 percent of the snaps last year. Michael Antonescu, Fr. 
LG Terrence Echols Sr. JC transfer moved into starting lineup late in season. Michael Denning, Sr. 


LT Brent Todd Sr. 


“Returning Starter 


Ex-JC standout moves into starting role. Paul Edwards, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 202.5 ypg rushing (10th in C-USA/103rd NCAA); 239.0 passing (5th/74th), 441.5 total defense (6th/100th), 32.2 ppy (6th/ 96th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
LE Corey Mills Sr.___Had outstanding spring, brings speed on the edge. __ Tommy Walker, So. 
NT _ Freddie Barnett* Sr. Barnett returned fumble 80 yards for a TD in ‘07. Brandon Douglas, Sr. 
DT Clinton McDonald* Sr. His 9.5 tackles for loss and four sacks led team. Steven Turner, Jr.* 
DE Greg Terrell* Jr. Has 12.5 tackles for loss the last two seasons. Jada Brown, Jr. 

LB Josh Weaver* Jr. Makes the move from defensive end. Jeremy Rockette, Jr. 
LB Winston Bowens* So. _ Missed final five games with knee injury. Tommy Phelps, Sr. 
LB Greg Jackson Jr. __ Regained junior year back after early knee injury. Jeremy Rockette, So. 
CB Michael Grandberry Sr. Solid cover corner, should thrive with new coach. Deante Lamar, So. 
CB __LeRico Mathis* Sr. __ Three interceptions tied for team lead in ‘07. Darius Davis, So. 

SS Tony Bell* Sr. __ Ex-Auburn player started final five games. Malcolm Jones, So. 
FS —__ Brandon Patterson* Sr.__ Second-leading tackler in ‘07 with three picks. Jermaine Richardson, Fr, 
“Returning Starter 


tions of last season with knee injuries. 
Jackson, considered the leader of the unit, 
was lost early in the year. 

Memphis moved defensive end Josh 
Weaver to outside linebacker, but he in- 
jured his shoulder in the spring and might 
not be ready by the season opener. Expect 
Jeremy Rockette, who had a solid spring, 
to step in if Weaver is unable to play. 

The Tigers were particularly vulnerable 
against the pass a year ago, ranking 74th 
nationally. 

Senior Brandon Patterson is a steady- 
ing influence at free safety and Tony Bell, 
formerly of Auburn, is making strides at 
strong safety. 

The Tigers need work at cornerback. 
They might have rediscovered the answer 
at one spot with Michael Grandberry, who 


excelled in the spring after being mostly 
limited in the past to returning kicks. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Michael Grandberry was one of the 
league's top return specialists two years 
ago as he averaged 24.6 yards on kickoff 
returns. He averaged 21.8 yards last year, 
yet remains a threat to break loose for a 
touchdown, which would be a first for the 
program in 12 years. 

Memphis is set with Earnest Williams 
as the punt returner. He averaged nine 
yards per return, with a long of 52 yards. 

Kicker Matt Reagan is 27 of 39 on field 
goal attempts in his career. Punter Brent 
Sutherland averaged 40.7 yards on 52 at- 
tempts a year ago. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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CULPEPPER, Demetrius DE 65, 245 Alexander City, AL East Mississippi Community College 


As a freshman, had 19 tackles, including 18 solo, in 2006... Rivals.com rated No. 35 high school defensive end nation- 
ally... Had 14 quarterback sacks as a high school senior. 


FARR, DajLeon TE 6-5, 252 Houston, TX University of Miami 
Participated in spring practice... Played in 29 games at Miami as a tight end... Had 10 career receptions for 134 yards 
and three touchdowns... Had six receptions for 104 yards as a junior... Played in 12 games as a sophomore in 2006 
making two starts... Ranked No. 3 tight end and No. 55 high school player nationally by Rivals.com. 


HALL, Arkelon B63, Fresno, CA 
Participated in spring practice... Rivals.com rated in Top 100 junior college players nationally... In 2007, averaged 239.8 
passing yards per game and completed 53.1 percent of passes... Had five rushing touchdowns... As two-year starting 
high schoo! quarterback, had almost 5,000 yards passing and 56 touchdowns. 


College of the Sequolas 


HIGHTOWER, Marcus WR 6-2, 180 Memphis Whitehaven 
Memphis Commercial Appeal Metro Most Wanted... All-Region... Played running back. flanker, slot receiver, defensive 
back and return specialist... Returned a kickoff 99 yards for a touchdown in 2006. 


HOLLOWAY, Ricky LB 6-2, 225 Somerville Fayette-Ware 
All-District in 2006... As a senior, had more than 39 tackles, including 23 tackles for loss... Lettered in football, basket- 
ball, track and volleyball 


HOLLOWAY, Maurice OL «6-7, 300 Sanford, FL Lake Highland Prep 
Ranked No. 11 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com... Memphis Commercial Appeal Most Wanted... Region Player of the 
Year... Had 150 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and one interception as a senior. 


JACQUES, Kindly OL 6-7, 325 FL Lauderdale, FL College of the Sequoias 
Played two seasons at College of the Sequoias... Helped team amass 3,819 yards of total offense in 2007... Originally 
signed with Connecticut... Orlando Sun-Sentinel All-Star... Second-team All-Broward County. 


JENKINS, Colton DL = «6-6, 290 Winona, MS Holmes Community College 
Participated in spring practice... Originally signed with Mississippi State... Rivals.com rated No. 4 offensive lineman and 
No. 18 player in Mississippi... All-State... Started five games in 2007 before season-ending shoulder injury... Graded 
82 percent on blocking assignments... Had 80 tackles and three quarterback sacks. 


JOACHIM, Steven 
Participated in spring practice 
13 touchdowns. 


WR 6-4, 205 Miami, FL Mendocino College 
Two-time All-Conference at Mendocino, .. Had 79 career receptions for 1,076 yards and 
As a freshman, led team in receiving yards with 433 on 27 receptions. 


JOHNSON, Curtis WR 6-4, 205 Miami, FL Coral Gables 

Two-time second-team All-Dade County... Played quarterback, receiver, defensive back and return specialist... Had 21 
receptions for 528 yards and six touchdowns as a senior... Averaged 19.3 yards per punt retum, returning two punts 
for touchdowns... Averaged 31 yards per kick return, returning three for touchdowns. 


Al LOOK AT THE TIGERS 


Pos. Ht. Wr. Homerown 
LANDRY, Lary OL 6-3, 285 New Orleans, LA College of the Sequoias 


SoCal All-Combine Team 


Helped team amass 3,819 yards total offense in 2007. 


LAW, Donald TE 6-5, 260 Memphis Hamilton 

Memphis Commercial Appeal Best of Preps Team... As a senior, had 36 receptions for 370 yards and three touch- 
downs... Lettered in football, basketball and baseball... Baseball Best of Preps in 2007... Helped 2005 basketball team 
to 39-0 record and state championship, 


LEE, Clay OB 61,215 Ortando, FL Dr. Phillips 

Had 110 tackles, including 53 solo, and one interception returned for touchdown as a senior... Second-leading tackler 
in school history... As a junior, had 100 tackles and one interception... Set school record with 20 tackles in district 
championship game. 


ODOM, Derrick 1B «G2, 202 Jackson, MS Louisiana State University 

Transferred in January and participated in spring practice... Atianta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100... Mobile 
Register Super Southeast 120... As a junior, had 100 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, 12 fumbles caused and scored two 
defensive touchdowns. 


POE, Dontari OT 6-3, 315 Memphis Wooddale 
Rivals.com rated No. 19 player in Tennessee... Tennessee Football Magazine Phenom 32... Had 63 tackles and eight 
quarterback Sacks as a junior... State shot put champion as a junior. 


RAY, Greg RB = -5-10,205 += Los Angeles,CA 1 Camino Community College 
Played two seasons for €! Camino... Missed part of sophomore season with hamstring injury... Had 165 yards rushing 
and one touchdown on 20 carries... Member of high schoo! football, basketball and track teams. 


ROSS, Brandon RB OG-0, 205 Auburn, AL Aubum 
As a Senior, had 1,275 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns... In one game, had 119 yards rushing in first half and scored 
a 53-yard touchdown. 


RUCKER, Marcus WR sO6-3, 180 Memphis Whitehaven 
Memphis Commercial Appeal Metro Most Wanted... Helped team to 10-2 record and appearance in state playoffs... 
Averaged 15 points per game for basketball team... All-Metro in track. 


SHEPARD, Mike DB CG-2, 205 Citronelle, AL = Citronelle 
All-State... Had 100 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss, four interceptions, four fumbles recovered and nine passes 
broken up as a senior, .. As a junior, had four interceptions... Averaged 21 points per game for basketball team... Three- 


year letterman in football and basketball 


TROTTER, Frank DT G2, 260 Mobile, AL John LeFlore 
Played offense and defense... As a senior, had 68 tackles, three quarterback sacks and two fumbles recovered... Had 
139 career tackles, nine quarterback sacks and five fumbles... Four-year letterman. 


” Results Individual Stats Schedule 
(7-6,6-2) Aug.30 at Ole Miss ” 
2 Se Sept. 6 RICE 
“W JACKSONVILLE STATE 35-14 ee ee oe Saree. 
: |. Hankins : 
i at UCE 30-56 ) W.Hudgens 52 104 0.50.0 587 5 Sepiet3 at Marshall 
LatArkansasState at-as~Cté(‘<‘(éték GIT Sept. 20 NICHOLLS STATE 
“W MARSHALL =—s2-21 ikes eet ETT oe “Sept. 27 ARKANSAS STATE 
So )Tu Pits 106 481 45 1 25 
= ee M.Bames 48 194 40 1 27 — “Oct. 2 at UAB 
Ww at Rice 38-35 RECEIVING . Ee 
2 TA z as : ao a ee he on 62 ee baa Fs 2 Oct. 18 at East Carolina 
> , olngle' f, . 
SeEERSRERRIUES aah S Black «42-477: 114.—«O 18D ae 
W atSouthern Miss 29-26 ee 5 “Oct. 25 SOUTHERN MISS > 
ae pea ed 
a Sesarees Tackles: J. Kasser 100, 8, Patterson 77, D. Reed 67 Novis at SMU 
Ww SMU (307) 55-52 Interceptions: 8, Patterson 3, L. Mathis 3, two tied with 2 ——— SESE SIE 
ais == = —— Sacks: C. McDonald:4, three tied with 2 Nov. 22 UCE 
New Orleans Bowl ; Tackles for loss: C. McDonald 9.5, F Barnett 8.5, 8, Turner 7 
—— == ONay ee BOC) bee oe nen NEE ORT SRE 
L Florida Atlantic 27-44 Novn22 URE 
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OUTHERN MISS GOLDEN EAGLES SOUTHERN MISS 


AT A GLANCE 
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7-6 overall, 5-3.C-USA (4th, 


_ COACH _ 
Larry Fedora — At Southern Miss and 
overall: first year 


_ RETURNING STRATERS 


_ 13; 6 offense, 5 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
TE Shawn Nelson, RB Damion Fletcher, 
WR Torris Magee, WR DeAndre Brown, 
LB Gerald McRath, LB Tokumbo 

Abanikanda, CB C.J. Bailey 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Fedora’s introduction of the spread offense 
could give the Golden Eagles a chance to 
be back in the hunt for the East Division 
_ title. Fletcher is one of the best in C-USA, 
as is Nelson. The Golden Eagles return 
McGrath, the league’s Defensive Player of 
the Year, along with an experienced back- 
field, led by free safety Eddie Hicks. 


East) 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


| The Golden Eagles enter Fedora’s first sea- 
son without an experienced quarterback. 
_ The defensive front has four new starters, 
\ although noseguard Anthony Gray likely 
4 would have earned significant playing 
time had a foot injury not intervened. 


KEY LOSSES 
_ QB Jeremy Young, LG Chris Clark, 
| DE Matthew Chatelain, DE Robert 


Henderson, DB Brandon Sumrall, 
DB LeVance Richmond 


OVERVIELW 

Fedora has made offenses productive at 
each of his stops, from Middle Tennessee 
to Oklahoma State. He should be able to 
overcome a lack of experience at quarter- 
back to put the Golden Eagles in position 
to contend for the East Division crown. 

_ Even if it struggles in transition, Southern 
| Miss has the talent to earn an 11th bowl 

_ trip in 12 seasons. 


’ 


at 


SOUTHERN MISS. 


he spread offense? At Southern 
Miss? 

The Golden Eagles are undergoing 
changes in several phases of their pro- 
gram, from renovating their stadium to 
revamping their coaching staff. 

Southern Miss dismissed Jeff Bower 
after 17 seasons — including bowl 


and 


trips in 10 of the past 11 years 
hired Oklahoma State offensive coor- 
dinator Larry Fedora, a master of the 
spread offense. 

In his three seasons at OSU, the Cow- 
boys boosted their rushing, passing and 
total offensive yards each season. In 2006, 
the Cowboys were one of two teams in 
the nation to average more than 200 yards 
rushing and 200 passing. 

Before his stint at Oklahoma State, Fe- 
dora spent three years at Florida, rising to 
the role of offensive coordinator in 2004. 
As coordinator, Fedora helped the Ga- 
tors to first-place rankings in six different 
SEC categories, including passing (271.1 
yards per game), total offense (426.9) and 
touchdown passes (29). 

Fedora expects to bring a similar 
level of production to Hattiesburg, al- 
though it might take a little time. He'll 
have to start his Southern Miss tenure 
without an experienced quarterback; 
neither Martevious Young or Austin 
Davis have played extensively. Davis 
hasn’t taken a snap at this level of col- 
lege football. 

The hope is that Fedora can bring a 
buzz back to a program that, despite its 
run of success, had become stale, accord- 


ing to Golden Eagle supporters. 


ee 


It will take time for the Golden Eagles 
to become adept running the spread, es- 
pecially Fedora’s version, but the offense 
can be built around the talents of junior 
running back Damion Fletcher. 

Fletcher, in only two seasons, ranks 
fourth on the school’s career rushing list 
with 2,974 yards. He needs 622 this fall to 
become the Golden Eagles’ career leader. 

Fletcher, who rushed for 155 yards in the 
team’s bowl game, should become more of 
a threat in the spread offense, able to op- 
erate more in open space and becoming a 
bigger factor in the passing game. 

With backups Tory Harrison and Ant- 
wain Easterling serving team suspensions, 
junior college transfer Bubba Kirksey 
could become Fletcher’s backup. 

Fedora’s quarterback situation was un- 
resolved after spring, although Austin Da- 
vis seemed to have the slightest of edges. 
He appeared to have a better understand- 
ing of the responsibilities in the spread. 

Martevious Young possesses a strong 
arm and is a running threat, but he took 
only three snaps last season before break- 
ing his leg in a game against Rice. 

The Golden Eagles also expect to get 
more production from the tight end po- 
sition, which needs to be productive in 
the new offense. All-America candidate 
Shawn Nelson (6-5, 240) likely will im- 
prove upon last year’s 33 catches for 451 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Fedora says the offensive staff needs to find 
ways to get the ball to Nelson, who has 104 
career catches for nearly 1,500 yards. 


Torris Magee emerged last season to lead 
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Damion Fletcher 


the team with 44 catches for 632 yards. If 
the Golden Eagles’ heralded recruit, De- 
Andre Brown, is academically eligible, 
Southern Miss becomes even better. 
Brown, 6-6 and 215 pounds, was a prep 
All-American last season and was considered 
the top recruit in talent-rich Mississippi. 
The Golden Eagles return three start- 
ing linemen, led by right tackle Ryan 
McKee. Former. Mississippi State lineman 
Calvin Wilson, who sat out last season per 
NCAA transfer rules, moves into the left 


tackle slot after playing his freshman sea- 
son in the SEC. 


DEFENSE 


Southern Miss produced the confer- 
ence’s Defensive Player of the Year in Ger- 
ald McRath, a linebacker who returns for 


2007 stats: 201.6 ypy rushing (3rd in C-USA/19th NCAA), 188.1 passing (11th/95th), 389.7 total offense (10th/63rd), 27.8 ppg (Sth/61st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BAQKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Austin Davis Fr. Owned slight edge over Young after spring drills, Martevious Young, So. 
RB Damion Fletcher* Jr. Has emerged as one of C-USA's best running backs. Bubba Kirksey, Jr. 


‘WR Torris Magee So, _ Strong freshman season with 44 catches for 632 yards. DeAndre Brown, Fr. 
WR _ Freddie Parham Jr Junior college transfer impressed coaches in the spring. William Spight, Fr. 
WR _ Gerald Baptiste Je Only returning starter among WRs; averaged 10.1 percatch, Ed Morgan, Sr. 


TE Shawn Nelson* Sr.___ All-America candidate expects to be busy in spread offense. Jonathan Massey, Jr. 


LT _ Calvin Wilson Jr___Ex-Mississippi State lineman steps into key position. Jimmy Driskell, Sr. 
LG Wesley Housley* Sr. Enters his second season as a full-time starter. R.J. Brown, Jr. 
C Cameron Zipp So. Zipp is athletic enough to thrive in the spread offense, Alex Michael, So. 


RG Ryan Hebert* Jr___ Begins second year as a starter on a strong right side. James Brady, So. 
RT Ryan McKee* Sr.__Anall-conference candidate, McKee will anchor the line. Brennan Houston, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


2007 stats: 134.3 ypg rushing (3rd in C-USA/43rd NCAA), 232.1 passing (3rd/67th), 366.4 total defense (2nd/48th); 24.2 ppg (1st/41st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Andrew Burns Fr, Sat out last year; was a two-way standout in high school, Deddrick Jones, Fr. . 


DT Anthony Gray So. Considered the top DL; missed six games with injury in ‘07. Logan Hickman, Fr. 

DT Eric Phillips Sr.__ Seldom-used in‘07; could loom large this fall. Rolando Barragan, Jf. 

DE David Boyce So. Another USM lineman who could become a factor in ‘08. Cordarro Law, Fr. 

LB Tokumbo Abanikanda* Sr. Veteran begins third season as starter on weak side. Blake Spiers, Sr. 
LB Gerald McRath* Jr___ Poised to repeat as C-USA Defensive Player of the Year. Jerome Lyons, Sr. 

LB Brandon Davis Jr___Played in 13 games a year ago and had 13 tackles. Tim Green, Fr. 


CB Michael McGee* Jr. Could be breakout season for Magee, Miss., native, Micah Pellerin, Fr. 
CB C.J. Bailey* Jr Had 10 pass breakups, two INTs and two TFLs last year. Chico Hunter, So. 


$$ Justin Wilson So. Appeared in 13 games last fall and had three pass breakups. _ Cameron O'Neal, Fr. 
FS Eddie Hicks* Jf No. 3 ‘on team in tackles (84), plays with a passion. Chico Hunter, So, 


"Returning Starter 


his junior season, but the unit must do 
major rebuilding upfront. 

McRath was the defensive playmaker 
most expected, finishing with a team-high 
139 tackles, including 14 for loss. He’ll be 
joined by Tokumbo Abanikanda, who 
had eight tackles for loss a year ago, and is 
starting for the third straight year. 

The line lost its front four, but the Gold- 
en Eagles should recover. Noseguard Antho- 
ny Gray, a sophomore, missed the first six 
games of the season because of a foot injury, 
but finished strong. He’s a quick study. 

Right tackle Eric Phillips, who is 6-7, 
might be a factor, providing junior college 
transfer Rolando Barragan doesn’t move 
past him on the depth chart. 

Eddie Hicks and C.J. Bailey are back 


in the secondary. Hicks, a free safety, was 


the team’s third-leading tackler. Bailey, a 
cornerback, moved into the starting line- 
up last year as a freshman and made an 
impression with two interceptions and a 


team-high 10 pass breakups. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Not that he would have minded, but Britt 
Barefoot wasnt required to do it all last year 
because freshman Justin Estes emerged to win 
the placekicking duties. Estes was successful 
on five of his final six field goals, including a 
3-for-3 outing against Arkansas State. 

Barefoot, with no placekicking require- 
ments, will be in position to concentrate 
on becoming the league’s best punter. His 
42.5 average in 2007 trailed the No. 2-rated 
punter in C-USA by two-tenths of a yard. 

— Phil Stukenborg 
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BANKS, Leroy TE 6-3, 230 Memphis, TN Coahoma Community College 
As a sophomore, had 37 receptions for 585 yards and four touchdowns... Had 25 receptions for 513 yards and two 
touchdowns as a freshman, 


DB 6-0, 190 Batesville South Panola 
Rivals.com rated No. 67 safety nationally and No. 23 player in Mississippi... Second-team All-State... Helped team to 
four consecutive state championships... Had 48 tackles, 28 passes broken up and six interceptions 4s a senior. 


BARRAGAN, Rolando 63,295 Inglewood, CA —_E! Camino Community College 
As a sophomore, had 28 tackles, including 11 solo, seven tackles for loss, three quarterback hurries, one fumble caused 
and two fumbles recovered... Two-time high school All-State... Played offense at right tackle and defense at rush end. 


BARNES, Darius OT (6-4, 285 Memphis, TN © Westwood 
Had 60 tackles and 12.5 quarterback sacks as a senior... Team co-captain... Four-year member of basketball team... 
Candidate for homecoming court in 2007. 


MCNAIR, Jordan WR 6-1, 170 Port St Joe, FL Port SL. Joe 
All-District All-Utility player as a junior... Played running back and defensive back. 


PACKER, Willie Oo 61,275 Moss Point Moss Point 
Ranked No. 27 defensive tackle nationally and No. 12 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... Jackson Ciarion-Ledger 
Dandy Dozen... All-State... All-Region... Defensive Most Valuable Player for Gulf Coast Region... As a senior, had 90 
tackles, including 20 tackles for loss, five fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered. 


PARHAM, Freddie WR 511,180 Margaret, AL East Central Community College 
Rivals.com rated No. 36 junior college player... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 25 junior college player... Played two years 
at community college. 


PIERCE, Quinton WR 6-0, 175 Mobile, AL Davidson 
Had 862 yards rushing and eight touchdowns as a senior... Had 663 yards passing... As a junior had 950 yards passing 
and 700 yards rushing and was responsible for 13 touchdowns. 


BROWN, DeAndre WR (6-6,215 Ocean Springs Ocean Springs 
Parade All-American... Ranked No. 4 wide receiver nationally and No. 1 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen... Played in Army All-American game... As a senior, had 31 receptions for 625 yards. 


BROWN, Rd. OL «6-3, 300 Mclain Jones County Junior College 
All-Region... All-State... Second-team All-State in 2006... Played guard and center in junior college. 


BURKHART, Kyle OL = «6-4, 280 Kinsley, KS Dodge City Community College 
Second-team All-Conference... As a freshman, had 54 tackles, including 23 solo, 6.5 tackles for loss, three quarterback 
sacks, two fumbles recovered and one fumble caused. 


OL 65,325 
Second-team All-State... All-District 


CONNER, Terrance DE 6-3, 234 Clarksdale Coahoma Community College 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 25 junior college player... Had 67 tackles, eight quarterback sacks, one blocked kick and 
one interception retumed for 45 yards as a Sophomore... As a freshman, had 55 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, two 
fumbles recovered and two blocked kicks. 


DAVIS, Austin QB 6-2,205 Meridian West 

‘Walk-on fast fall who has eamed a scholarship... District Best Offensive Back in high school... All-Area... As a senior, 
had 1,100 yards passing and 15 touchdowns... Had 600 yards rushing and six touchdowns... Four-year letterman... 
All-State in baseball. 


DUHON, Joe OL «6-3, 284 Lake Charles, LA Washington-Marion Magnet 


All-State... Four-time All-District... Honorable mention All-State as a junior. 


HUGHES, Jamison DB OG-1, 200 Hattiesburg University of Mississippi 

Transfer from University of Mississippi... As a high schoot senior, Rivals.com rated No. 39 cornerback nationally and No. 
14 player in Mississippi... All-State... All-Area... Had 22 tackles, two interceptions, seven passes broken up and two 
fumbles recovered as a senior... Two-year letterman In football and track. 


JEFCOAT, Bret QB 6-1, 200 Fulton Itawamba 

Ranked No. 12 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 1 quarterback and No. 10 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com 
All-State punter... Had 1,321 yards passing and eight touchdowns with two interceptions as a senior... Scored 20 
rushing touchdowns. 


POPE, Terrance OT 6-1, 280 Batesville South Panola 
All-State... Helped team to four consecutive state championships... As a senior, had 51 tackles, including 15 tackles for 
loss, eight quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused. 


PRESLEY, Kendrick OB 6-1, 195 Kosciusko Kosciusko 
Ranked No. 13 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... All-State... Played offense and defense... Had 1,890 yards total 
offense, with 11 rushing touchdowns and 11 passing touchdowns as a senior... Had 31 tackles and three interceptions... 

As a junior, had more than 2,000 yards of total offense. 


TTROCHI, Austin O 63,25 Marietta, George Walton 
ESPN rated No. 11 center nationally... All-County... Cobb County Touchdown Club Offensive Lineman of the Year.. 
Member of state championship baseball team. 


Baton Rouge, LA Desire Street Academy 
0B (6-0,175 Prichard, AL 


Marval 
Ranked No. 30 cornerback nationally and No. 26 player in Alabama by Rivals.com... Honorable mention All-State... As 
a senior, had 40 tackles, 16 passes broken up and two interceptions. 


ROSS, Joel oT 6-1, 300 Houma, LA Vandebill Catholic 
Rivals.com rated No. 69 defensive tackle nationally and No. 29 player in Louisiana... All-State... Three-time All-Region 
Three-time All-District... Had 88 tackles, including 60 solo, and 7.5 quarterback sacks as a senior. 


Oo 861,25 Batesville South Panola 
Ranked No. 14 center nationally and No. 17 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... All-State... Helped team to four 
consecutive state championships... Blocked for state's leading rusher... Team rushed for 4,662 yards, 


TILLMAN, Bo OT (6-6, 305 Meadville Franklin 
Rivals.com rated No. 7 player in Mississippi... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen... All-State... Daily Leader All- 
Area... Natchez Democrat All-Metro... As a senior, had 85 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks and two fumbles recovered. 


TILLMAN, Josh DE 6-5, 245 McCall Creek Franklin 
Ranked No. 53 defensive end nationally and No. 22 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... All-State... Wafchez Democrat 
All-Matro... Daily Leader All-Area.... State Detensive Player of the Year... Had 101 tackles, 20 quarterback sacks and five 
fumbles recovered as a senior. 


THORNTON, Ronnie 1B O6-3,215 Miami, FL Killian 
Originally signed last year, but did not enroll in school... Second-team All-State... All-County... As @ senior, had 97 
tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, seven fumbles caused, six quarterback sacks and four interceptions 


WATSON, Andre DB «5-10, 180 Ocean Springs Miss. Gull Coast Community College 
Sun Herald Top 50 junior college player... Helped team to 12-0 season that shared the national championship... Had 59 
tackles, including 46 solo, one tackle for loss, one fumble caused and seven interceptions as a sophomore. 


WILBOURN, Bruce WR (6-0, 185 Sartis North Panola 
Region Most Valuable Player... As a senior, had more than 1,000 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns... Had three inter- 
ceptions as defensive back... Returned kicks and punts. 


RB «5-11, 190 Yazoo City Yazoo City 
Rivals.com rated No. 24 player in Mississippi... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen... County Player of the Year... As 
a senior, had 1,003 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns before season-ending injury... Had 2,509 yards rushing and 33 
touchdowns as a junior. 


MASSEY, Jonathan TE «6-3, 250 Gautier Copiah-Lincoin Community College 
Ranked as top junior college tight end in Mississippi by Rivals.com... Had 22 receptions for 155 yards and one touch- 
down as freshman 


— SaaS ane 
GiiGesiilise Individual Stats Schedule 
(7-6, 5-3) ~ Aug. 30 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
“W = TENNESSEE-MARTIN 35-13 — 
SS SSeS Sept. 6 at Auburn 
L at t Tennessee le28 ‘Cmp Att Int Pet Yds 1D =. : A 
“Wo at East Carolina 28-21 Stee a eae eats arae a Sept. 13 at Arkansas State 
“Lat Boise State 16-38 “RUSHING © Sept. 20 ~ MARSHALL 
ee eae ee 
= D. Fletcher 2951586 54 15 40 Oct. 4 UTEP 
WwW smu ET THemison 95 G93 41 «5 Bf 2 
Tine at Marshall 33-24 J. Young ‘ 81 349 43 4 31 Oct. 11 BOISE STATE 
ieee SPE) > ou aca > 
i UCE 17-34 = Peg he Oct. 18 at Rice 
siete ce) Giein Se ie 838 “0.25 Memphis” 
RTT a= TOTS . Johnson f i + £2 : . . 
L MEMPHIS 26-29 S Nelson 33 451137 5 40 
Ww at UTEP 56-30 Nov. 1 =z UAB 


Tackles: G. McRath 139, B. Sumrall 98, E. Hicks 84 
Interceptions: B. Sumrall 6, €. Hicks 3, L. Richmond 3 


Ft OT ene TLE ee 
W  ARKANSASSTATE 16-10 Nov. 8 at UCE 


<< Hapsjeinecom Bowl Sacks: M, Chatelsin 7.5, M. Prince 6, G. McRath 4.5 Nov. 15 EAST CAROLINA © 
as ee Tackles for loss: M. Chatelain 17, G. McRath 12, Bae ee A Se 
L vs. Cincinnati 21-31 M. Prince 14 Nov. 29 3S: at SMU © 
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TULANE 


TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE G 


| AT A GLANCE 


4:8 overall, 3 5 C-USA (3rd West) 


Bob Toledo — At Tulane: 4-8, 1 year; 
| overall; 82-76, 14 years 


Age 


RETURNING STARTERS 
‘17; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
RB Andre. ‘Anderson, QB Kevin Moore, 
WR Jeremy Williams, DE Reggie Scott, 


f DE! ‘Adam Kwentua, LB David Skehan, 
_ FS Chinonso Echebelem 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


After years of playing finesse football, 
“the new coaching staff brought out the 


tarters and the defensive 
: 1 tums six aye with start- 
ing exp rience. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The passing game still has a lot to prove. 
‘There are concems throughout the depth 
“chart, especially at running back behind 
“Anderson. There are big holes to fill at 
both defensive tackle spots. Tulane plays 
‘five of its last seven games on the road. 


RB Matt Forte, c ‘Aryan Barto, DT Antonio 
Harris DT Avery Williams, CB Carlis 
son, S Joe Goosby i 


Toledo and his coaches appeared to get 
the program moving in the right direction 
last season. The running game has a 
chance to be productive but the passing 
game has ‘to’ develop for the Green Wave 

~ to become an effective, balanced offense. 


e@ second half of the schedule is rugged. 


toughness i in this team. The offensive line | J 


le Green Wave ‘must start strong, because 


Coaches Looking For Second Wave of Progress 


BY Toledo, when he took over at 
Tulane in December 2006, knew he 
faced a difficult challenge to get the pro- 
gram moving in the right direction on 
and off the field. 

Toledo and his staff worked hard in 
both areas, promoting the program 
— unsettled by losing and rocked by 
Hurricane Katrina — to in-state high 
school coaches and recruits, as well as 
potential fans. 

Tulane made some in-roads in its first 
year under Toledo, rebounding from a 
1-5 start to finish 4-8 overall, 3-5 in 
Conference USA and signing seven in- 
The Green Wave 


also came in second on three Louisi- 


state prep prospects. 


ana players who ended up signing with 
BCS programs. 

While Toledo is confident the program 
is back on the right track, he knows the 
Green Wave still has a long way to go be- 
fore it can win more fans and better play- 
ers. Promoting the program helps, but 
nothing sells like winning. 

“We're better than we were last year at 
this time individually,” Toledo said. 

“I don’t know if we're a better football 
team, but we're doing things better. There 
is a basic understanding of the knowledge 
of what we want to do both offensively 
and defensively. Yet, we're still trying to 


find ourselves at some positions.” 


OFFENSE 


Most of all, Tulane needs to find itself 
a quarterback. 


Senior Scott Elliott opened last sea- 


son as the starter but gave way to junior 
Anthony Scelfo and sophomore Kevin 
Moore. Scelfo missed the spring to: play 
baseball for the Green Wave, allowing 
Moore to emerge as the starter. But the 
race isn’t over yet. 

Scelfo will be back and redshirt fresh- 
man Joe Kemp made progress in the 
spring. California prep signee Ryan Grif- 
fin could also get a shot in August. 

The quarterbacks could use more help. 
Junior Jeremy Williams continues to build 
on his status as Tulane’s go-to receiver, but 
the Green Wave needs other receivers to 
emerge as realistic threats. 

Tulane managed consistent produc- 
tion in the running game last season. A 
lot of that had to do with Matt Forte, 
who finished second in the nation with 
2,127 rushing yards and 23 touchdown 
runs. When defenses stacked the box 
to stop him, Forte still found or cre- 
ated openings. 

Now the Green Wave hopes for more 
of the same from Andre Anderson, a 6-0, 
210-pound junior. With redshirt fresh- 
man Andre Agers suspended midway 
through the spring for violating a team 
rule, Anderson took the bulk of the spring 
carries and showed Toledo he can get the 
job done this fall. 

“If he can stay healthy, and we solidify 
our offensive line, then he has a chance 
to be an outstanding back in our confer- 
ence,” Toledo said. 

A lot of Anderson's success will be de- 
termined up front, where Tulane returns 


four starters from a group that endured 
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through injuries last fall. 

The only opening is at center, where 
the Green Waved tried five different play- 
ers in the spring. The best options turned 
out to be starting guards Andrew Nier- 
man and Michael Parenton, so that leaves 


a big question that must be answered. 


DEFENSE 


A defense that returns seven starters 
must get better up the middle as it starts 
over with two new tackles and two safe- 
ties. The Green Wave lost a strong safety 
when David Skehan moved to outside 
linebacker, but the move should make the 
defense better in the front seven. 

Thestrength of new coordinator O'Neill 
Gilbert's defense starts up front with the 


return of two quick defensive ends. Senior 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Kevin Moore So. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 201:00 yng rushing (4th’in C-USA/20th in NCAA), 194.92 yng passing (10th/89th), $95.92 yng total offense (Sth/S9th), 24.42 png (11th/80th)” 


Arm and size to be an effective drop-back passer. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Anthony Scelfo, Jr.* 


RB Andre Anderson Jr. Showed he could handle the load in the spring. J.T. McDonald, Fr. 

FB Jeremy McKinney* Sr.__Missed spring to nurse a back injury. Jordan Stephany, So. 
WR Jeremy Williams* Jt. Showing signs of being consistent go-to receiver. Michael Batiste, Sr. 
WR _ Brian King” St. __ Must become more consistent threat. Chris Dunn, Jr. 

TE __ Justin Kessler Sr.___ Tight ends stepped up in spring. Tyler Helm, So. 

LT __ Troy Kropog* Sr. Started the past 23 games in which he has appeared. __Travis Olexa, Jr. 

LG Michael Parenton* Sr. _ Started 34 of 35 games in Tulane career. Oscar Ponce de Leon, So. 
C Andrew Nierman* So. Made move from right guard to center in spring. Joey Ray, Fr. 

RG Tyler Rice* Jr. __ Started six games at right tackle in 07. John Landa, Jr. 

RT _ Nick Landry Jr. Job remains wide open after spring. Pete Hendrickson, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 12.58 rushing (1st in C-USA/37th NCAA), 287.76 passing (8th/113th), 420.25 total defense (4th/87th), 31.25 ppg (5th/90th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Reggie Scott* St.__Quick off the edge; must get stronger. Troy Wilson, Jr. 

DT Tony Bryant So. Needs to add size, strength to hold ground. Cedric Wilson, Fr. 
NT Julian Shives-Sams St. Brings size to the middle of line. Justin Adams, So. 
DE — Adam Kwentua* Jr. More quickness off edge; must add strength. Logan Kelley, Jr. 

LB David Skehan* Sr. Making the move from strong safety. Jordan Ellis, Sr. 

LB David Kirksey” Jr. Still ongoing competition for starting job. Evan Lee, Sr.* 

LB Travis Burks Jr. Added competition for spot in spring. James Dillard, Sr.* 
CB Phillip Davis So. Madea depth chart move in the spring. Charles Harris, Jr. 
CB Josh Lumar* Sr. Must be steady force in rebuilt secondary, Dominique Dade, Fr. 
SS Corey Sonnier Jf. Played in nine games as freshman in 2007. Devin Holland, So. 


FS Chinonso Echebelem Jf. 


*Returning Starter 


Reggie Scott and junior Adam Kwentua 
show promise as pass rushers, but both 
weigh in the 250-pound range and must 
get bigger and stronger to stop the run. 

Linebacker should be another solid spot 
with the return of three players with start- 
ing experience, but seniors Evan Lee and 
James Dillard and junior David Kirskey 
will have to fight for their jobs in the pre- 
season because of the addition of Skehan 
and the rise of juniors David Kirskey and 
‘Travis Burks. 

Skehan will start somewhere at line- 
backer, giving Tulane more flexibility as 
a potential nickel back against C-USA’s 
wide-open offenses. 

In the secondary, the Green Wave can 
count on junior free safety Chinonso 


Echebelem and senior corner Josh Lu- 


Potential rising star in secondary. 


Lamont Simmons, Fr. 


mar, but the other spots are up for grabs. 
One answer could be sophomore Alex 
Wacha, who missed the 2007 season 


with an injury. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Junior Ross Thevenot and sophomore 
Darren deRochemont have shown occa- 
sional signs of promise, but not enough 
for the Green Wave to feel secure. Both 
players can kick and punt, but the coaches 
are still looking for consistency. 

Sophomore receiver Casey Robottom, 
who returned 13 punts last season, is the 
closest thing Tulane has to an experienced 
returner. Just like receiver and running 
back, that’s a spot where a newcomer 
could make an impact. 

— Richard Scott 
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AB BLAZERS 


UAB BLAZ 


RETURNING STARTERS 
- 19; 8 offense, 9 defense, Kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


Forrest, LB Joe Henderson, FS Will 
eae oe ree Waters _ 


rex 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Blazers threw a lot of young. toes 
into the fire last fall, and they got better 
in the spring. QB Joe Webb and the young 
WRs should give the offense a boost. : 
, Swayze Waters is one of the nation’ ‘s best ; 
kickers. | i 


_PO TENTIAL PROBL EMS 


It starts vith a lack of depth arid experi- 
ence at too many spots, especially both ~ 
lines. The Blazers must get better in the 
running game on both sides of the ball. _ 


“HB Davia sale, or aon Truitt; cB. Zach 
p Baie LB Jacob Tauanuu — 


— pe 


‘The Blazers should have better numbers. 
this ‘season, especially with the addition — 
of 11 junior college transfers. If the 
Blazers get immediate help from those 
players, especially LB Dominique Roulach 
and RB Aaron Johns, they should be more 
competitive, but it looks like another fin- 
ish at te bottom of ube C-USA East. 3 
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0B Joe ‘Webb, C-G Jake Seitz, WR Frantrell — 


S UAB BLAZERS UAB BL 


AZERS 


Ready for a Move Toward Bowl Contention 


| AB appears more prepared to com- 


pete in Conference USA in coach 
Neil Callaway’s second year on the job. 
But if experience and depth mean any- 
thing, the Blazers still have a lot of ground 
to cover after hitting bottom last season. 

Callaway, a former assistant at Georgia, 
Alabama and Auburn, inherited a pro- 
gram low on scholarship players, depth, 
experience and talent. The result was a 
2-10 record that included only one vic- 
tory over an opponent from the Football 
Bowl Subdivision. 

The Blazers played hard most of the 
time, but hard wasn't good enough to 
overcome their multiple shortcomings in 
close losses to Florida State, Tulsa, UCF 
and Marshall. 

One year later, the overall numbers 
should be better, thanks to the influx of 
11 junior college signees and the return of 
45 letterwinners — 19 of them starters. 
Still, those numbers will be heavy on first- 
and second-year players. 

The depth is particularly shaky up 
front, a weakness that manifested itself in 
UAB’s struggles in the run game on both 
sides of the line last season. 

“We've got to become a more physical 
football team,” Callaway said. 

“Last year, the lack of physicality on both 
sides of the ball is something that really hurt 
us. It is something that we need to improve 
on tremendously, and I think we will. We 
are a year older and we will have more depth 
once we get everybody here in the fall.” 

At the very least, the Blazers appear 
headed in the right direction again — even 


if they have a long way to go to contend 
for a winning record and a bowl berth. 
“There's a lot of confidence for the 
simple fact that we know we're a lot better 
than we were last year around this time,” 
senior receiver Sylvester Mencer said. 
“We've got our heads a little higher than 


last year around this time.” 


OFFENSE 


One reason for the Blazers’ optimism 
is the progress of junior quarterback Joe 
Webb, who shared the job with Sam Hunt 
last season and split his time between 
quarterback and receiver so the Blazers 
could put more playmakers on the field. 

At 6-3, 220 pounds, Webb is big 
enough to play drop-back quarterback but 
still quick and athletic enough to make 
plays as a runner. Considering UAB’s un- 
certainty on the line and in the running 
game, Webb's versatility might be UAB’s 
most effective weapon. 

“We know what Joe can do,” Callaway 
said. “He's an outstanding player and we're 
excited about him. We just have to correct 
some of the lapses and work on the con- 
sistency part of it, but he’s definitely a guy 
who can make plays.” 

Wide receivers Frantrell Forrest, Mike 
Jones and Mario Wright and tight end 
Jeffrey Anderson showed promise as 
The Blazers added 


more hope for a productive passing game 


freshmen last fall. 


by moving Rashaud Slaughter back to 
receiver from running back and signing 
receivers Roddell Carter and Mark Ferrell 


from junior college. 
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Will Dunbar 


UAB ranked 104th in rushing last year 
behind a patchwork line hit hard by inju- 
ries and inexperience. 

Junior Jake Seitz provides an anchor at 
either center or left guard. Tackles Matt 
McCants and Terence Edge and guard 
Adam Hllifield gained valuable experi- 
ence as freshmen in 2007. Junior college 
signee Daniel Seahorn could be the an- 
swer at right guard. 

The Blazers need immediate help from 
tailback Aaron Johns, a junior college 
transfer signed by UAB in each of the past 
two Februarys. Sophomores Dexter Bar- 
nett and Justin Brooks have combined for 


36 career carries. 


DEFENSE 


After finishing last in the nation in 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 110.25 ypg pushing (12th in C-USA/104th in NCAA), 215.3 ypg passing (Sth/G5th), 325.58 ypg total offense (12th/104th), 19.58 pag (12th/105th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Joe Webb Jr.___Brings much-needed run-pass potential. Anthony Speight, So.* 
RB Dexter Barnett So. Barnett and Brooks have lots to prove. Justin Brooks, Jr. 

WR Mike Jones So. Stepped up with a big spring. Darryl Harris, Jr. 

WR Mario Wright* So. _At6-5, brings length to the passing game. Sylvester Mencer, Sr. 
WR _ Frantrell Forrest* So. Leading returning receiver (49 catches). Rashaud Slaughter, Jr.* 
TE _Jeffrey Anderson* So. __All-league freshman selection in 2007. Zach Lankford, Jr. 

LT Matt McCants* So. Gained valuable experience last season. Willie Thompson, Jr. 
LG Jake Seitz* Jr. Anchor will start at either center or guard. Adam Hollifield, So. 

C Caleb Thomas Fr. __ Will play a role somewhere in rotation. Sean Dailey, Fr. 

RG Daniel Seahorn Jr. __ Junior College transfer made impact in spring. Logan Creel, So. 

RT _ Terence Edge* So. Started seven of final eight games. Willie Thompson, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 256.83 ypg rushing (12th in C-USA/119th in NCAA), 230.75 passing (2nd/64th), 487.58 total defense (9th/114th), 36.08 ppg (Sth/114th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE —_ Bryant Turner* So. __ Showed potential with eight tackles for loss. Jerrickus Speights, Sr. 
OT Dw. Reese* So. UAB needs better interior play. Jerrickus Speights, Sr. 
NT Tim Davis* So. Tough, but small for the spot at 6-0, 265. Adam Arthur, Fr. 

DE — Richard Carter Sr. D-line needs more leadership. Joe Happe, Jr.” 

LB Mike Tashman* So. 64 tackles; made C-USA All-Freshman. Keon Harris, So. 

LB _ Terry Thomas Sr. __ Moved ahead of Steed in the spring. B.J. Steed, Jr. 

LB Joe Henderson* Sr.» Second-team all-conference in 2007. Kyle Roget, Jr. F 
CB Kevin Sanders” Jr__Had three interceptions in ‘07; eight for career. Antoine Powers, Sr. 
CB Brandon Carlisle Jr.___ Missed spring in order to rehab injury. Ugonna Amarikawa, Fr. 
SS Matt Taylor’ Sr. Third on the team with 70 stops last fall. Jimmie Blair, Fr. 

FS Will Dunbar* Sr. Two-time All-C-USA; 122 tackles in 2007. Brock Ferguson, So. 
*Returning Starter 


rushing defense in 2007, the Blazers have 
a lot of work to do to shore up a front sev- 
en that included 10 freshmen and sopho- 
mores in their two-deep last fall. 

Sophomore end Bryant Turner is the 
closest thing to a true standout on a line 
that could start three sophomores. 

Linebacker might be UAB’s thinnest 
position, so the Blazers signed seven of 
them, the best bet being junior college 
transfer Dominique Roulach. 

Two returning starters at outside line- 
backer — senior Joe Henderson, a second- 
team all-conference choice, and sopho- 
more Mike Tashman, an_all-freshman 
selection — missed significant time in the 
spring with injuries. In their absence, JC 
transfer Kyle Roget and sophomore Keon 
Harris came through with strong springs. 


An experienced secondary should be a 
strength, starting with two-time all-con- 
ference free safety Will Dunbar, a senior 
who recorded 122 tackles in just 10 games 


last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Swayze Waters, a senior, is one of 
the nation’s best placekickers. Waters, 
a 2007 Groza Award semifinalist who 
made 22 of 28 field goals last season, is 
also a solid punter. 

The trio of junior corner Kevin Sand- 
ers, Frantrell Forrest and Rashaud Slaugh- 
ter will handle the returns, but the Blaz- 
ers need to build depth and experience to 
become consistent in their protection and 
coverage teams. 


— Richard Scott 
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CF GOLDEN KNIGHTS UCF GOLDEN KNIGHTS UCF GOLDEN KNIGHTS UCF GO 


AT A GLANCE 
. 10-4 overall, 7-1 Conference USA (Ast, sy 


overall: 74-60, 12 years ° 


RE TURNING STARTERS 
15; 5 offense, 9 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| WR Rocky Ross, WR Kamar Aiken, Hee: 
_DE Bruce Miller, LB Chance Henderson, 
_LB Derrick Hallman, CB Joe Burnett, 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
The defense should carry the Knights at 


ule until the offense gets clicking. All 
three starting linebackers return and will 
be joined by Jordan Richards, who missed 
all of 2007 with a shoulder injury. The 

- secondary is the most experienced unit. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Quarterback and running back are two 
areas where answers need to be found, 
and quickly. The non-conference schedule 
is ambitious, with a home game vs. South 


_and Miami. 


RB Kevin Smith, RT Josh Sitton, C Kyle — 
Smith, DE Leger Douzable, DT Keith 
Shologun, PK Michael Torres 


Heading into the summer, UCF was dealing 
with the aftermath of the death of fresh- 
man receiver Ereck Plancher during work- 
" outs preceding spring practice. On the 

field, the Knights have to come up with — 
the right answers on offense in order to 
defend their first-ever conference champi- 
onship. But an experienced defense will 
keep them from falling far i in a competi- 
tive East Division. 
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George O'Leary — At UCF: 22-27, 4 years; 


CB Johnelt Neal, FS Sha'reff Rashad 


least through the early part of the sched- 


Florida and road games at Boston Gita 


Defensive Strength Serves as Golden Foundation 


OFFENSE 


UCF is looking at a major overhaul on 
offense. 

Running back Kevin Smith passed up 
his senior season after rushing for a na- 
tional-best 2,567 yards in 2007, and quar- 
terback Kyle Israel threw for 2,173 yards 
and 15 touchdowns in his final year. 

The spring offered no ready answers 
for their replacements, mostly because of 
injuries. 

Sophomore running back Phil Smith 
missed most of the spring because of a leg 
injury, and junior quarterback Michael 
Greco sustained a hip pointer and missed 
almost all of the spring game. 

That allowed redshirt freshman Joe 
Weatherford, the younger brother of Flor- 
ida State quarterback Drew Weatherford, 
to further make his case. 

Redshirt freshman Ronnie Weaver will 
contend for the spot at running back, and 
one or two of the five incoming freshman 
running backs also could be in the picture. 

The Knights have some critical needs up 
front. They must find three new starters to 
join Patrick Brown, who has 38 consecu- 
tive starts at tackle, and Cliff McCray, who 
had six starts as a sophomore last year. 

Senior Rocky Ross returns after leading 
the team with 50 catches for 658 yards 
last season. Sophomore Kamar Aiken had 
33 catches for 584 yards and a team-best 
five touchdowns. They are the top return- 
ees of a deep wide receiver corps. 

The Knights will miss tight end Mike 
Merritt’s blocking, but junior Corey Ra- 
bazinski had nearly as many catches (10) 
as Merritt (12). 


DEFENSE 

UCF led Conference USA with 24 in- 
terceptions last season, and defense again 
will be the strength of the team. Nine 
starters return, headed by strong safety 
Sha’reff Rashad (a team-high 103 stops) 
and end Bruce Miller, who had seven 
sacks as a freshman. 

All three starters — sophomore Derrick 
Hallman, junior Chance Henderson, and 
senior Cory Hogue — return at linebacker. 
Three other returning starters — seniors 
Joe Burnett, Jason Venson, and Johnell 
Neal — join Rashad in the secondary. 

Burnett and Neal tied for the team lead 
in interceptions with six apiece. Burnett 
is an exciting athlete and playmaker who 
also excels on punt returns. 

Junior Jordan Richards, who missed all of 
last year with a shoulder injury, sophomore 
Lawrence Young, and junior Alex Thomp- 
son have starting experience at linebacker. 

Two new starters must be found for the 
line, but they won't be without experi- 
ence. The Knights rotated eight players in 
the four positions throughout the season, 
and four are back. 

Miller and junior Torrell Troup are return- 
ing starters at end and tackle, respectively. Se- 
nior defensive end Antonio Wallace and tackle 


Travis Timmons also have seen lots of time. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Sophomore punter Blake Clingan re- 
turns after averaging nearly 41 yards on 
59 attempts last season. 

Sophomores Jordan Dodds, and Kyle 
Iketani will compete at place-kicker. 

— Paul Borden 
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GUISVILLE- CARDINALS LOUISVILLE CARGINALS 


| AT A GLANCE 
“2007 


7 6-6 overall, 3-4 Big East (5th) 


Steve Kragthorpe — At Louisville: 6-6, 
one year; overall: 35-28, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


8; 3 offense, 4 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
| QB Hunter Cantwell, WR Scott Long, 


| WR Trent Guy, OT George Bussey, 
C Eric Wood, DT Earl Heyman 


” PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Hunter Cantwell is not Brian Brohm, but 

) he has experience and a keen understand- 

‘ing of the offense that can help bring 
along the revamped receiving corps. 

\ Depth in the backfield should be solid. 

The Cardinals should be strong in the 

+ middle of their front four with Earl 

| Heyman and Adrian Grady. 


_ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


With the defense’s youth and all-new 
-coaches, this unit likely won't be an over- 
night sensation. Three new starters must 

emerge at the linebacker positions. The 

offense will have to regroup with many 

new characters at the skill positions. The 
Cards need to maximize their speed in the 
return game, where they have struggled 
for the past two seasons. 


QB Brian Brohm, WR Harry Douglas, 
-WR Mario Urrutia, TE Gary Barnidge, 
RB Anthony Allen, CB Rod Council, 

LB Lamar Myles, LB Malik Jackson, 
K Art Carmody 


The program last season wasn't in as good _ 
of shape as it appeared to be, either on or 
Off the field. The offense can’t be counted 
on to produce as it did last season, and the 
defense can’t be counted on to make major 
improvement. What the Cardinals have 
going for them are eight home games, 
including six of the first seven in Louisville. 
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LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS LOUIS 


Let's Start with Defense; Can Cards Speak English? 


hese has been all about offense 
recently, fueled by quarterback Brian 
Brohm and a deep stable of running backs. 

As for the defense ... last season was 
pretty horrific. 

Louisville gave up 165 rushing yards and 
251 passing yards per game, with opponents 
completing 62.4 percent of their passes. The 
Cardinals came up with just 17 sacks. 

Coach Steve Kragthorpe, after his first 
season, axed his entire defensive staff and 
hired respected coordinator Ron English 
from Michigan. Lots of position battles 
are expected to carry into the fall as the 
Cardinals further evaluate several transfers 
and try to find an identity under English. 

It got so bad last season — when the pro- 
jections were for a possible BCS berth — 
that the then-No. 8 Cardinals allowed 729 
yards to Middle Tennessee in the second 
game of the season. Louisville won 58-42, 
but its defense and the lack of discipline 
throughout the program were exposed. 

It was Kragthorpe’s quest in the off 
season to restore those areas, which were 


priorities over rebuilding the offense. 


OFFENSE 


The Cardinals lose record-setting quar- 
terback Brian Brohm, but they have pa- 
tient senior Hunter Cantwell, who has 
four career starts as an injury replacement. 
He has enough experience to immediately 
handle the job and be a leader. 

He might not be Brohm, but Cantwell 
has NFL measurables — he’s 6-4, 236 
pounds with a strong arm. 

Who he will be throwing to might be 
an issue. Harry Douglas and NFL early 


entry Mario Urrutia are gone, as are tight 
ends Gary Barnidge and Scott Kuhn. 

Kragthorpe expects a healthy competi- 
tion at wide receiver with juniors Trent 
Guy and Scott Long competing with soph- 
omore Doug Beaumont and redshirt fresh- 
man Josh Chichester as Cantwell’s main 
targets. Long is the most experienced with 
27 catches for 358 yards last season. 

JaJuan Spillman, suspended for the final 
six games a year ago, is a dangerous and 
speedy special teams player who could be 
in line to be the No. 1 receiver. 

Still, that’s a lot of pieces missing from 
the spread offense, which means Kragth- 
orpe might have to rely more on the 
running game. Bad news there: Leading 
rusher Anthony Allen, who set the school 
single-game rushing record of 275 yards 
against Middle Tennessee, transferred af- 
ter the season. 

Even so, Kragthorpe has plenty of depth 
and flexibility in the backfield, which will fig- 
ure substantially in the passing game as well. 

Sophomore Bilal Powell seems to be 
the one to watch at tailback. Powell had 
19 carries for 180 yards and two scores in 
the final two games last season, showing 
plenty of open-field quickness. 

The line has a solid foundation in All- 
Big East center Eric Wood and senior of 
fensive tackle George Bussey. Wood has 
37 consecutive starts and will join Bussey 
in helping lead an otherwise inexperi- 


enced group of linemen. 


DEFENSE 


Miami transfer James Bryant is being 


counted on at linebacker, where all three 
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Photo by J. Meric/Getty Images 


starters are gone. Michigan transfer James 
McKinney returned home to Louisville to 
help shore up the defensive line. 

Four junior college transfers enrolled in 
January and are competing for playing time. 

“I like the direction we're headed 
right now,” Kragthorpe said. “I like the 
attitude of our players. I think they’re 
excited about getting back on the field 
and rectifying the situation we encoun- 
tered last year.” 

Louisville's defensive line has the most 
experience of the three units. Ends Mau- 
rice Mitchell and L.D. Scott return, as 
does Earl Heyman at tackle. Heyman, 
who had a team-high four sacks, is able to 
play anywhere on the line and should be 
the defense’s leader. 

Bryant, who has one season of eligi- 


bility remaining, should hold down the 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 146.08 ypg rushing (6th Big East/64th NCAA), 341.92 passing (1st, 4th), 488.0 total offense (1st/6th), 35.18 ppg (rd/18th) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Hunter Cantwell Sr___ Strong arm and four career starts adds experience, Tyler Wolfe, So. 


RB _ Bilal Powell So. __Late-season flashes helped give him an edge here. Victor Anderson, Fr. 
WR Scott Long* Jr.__ Leading returning receiver with good hands. Doug Beaumont, So. 
WR Jaduan Spillman Jt.__ Speedster who returns after suspension, Josh Chichester, Fr. 
WR Trent Guy dt Caught six of his 14 passes in loss to Utah. Chris Vaughn, Jr. 

TE Pete Nochta So. __Leads a very inexperienced, and important, position. Johnnie Burns, Jr. 


LT___ George Bussey® Sr.___ Has 25 consecutive starts at his position. Byron Stingily, Jr. 


LG Mark Wetterer So, __Pass-blocking specialist to protect Cantwell Brian Roche, So. 
C Eric Wood* Jr.__All-Big East first-teamer with 37 consecutive starts. Nick Borgelt, Sr. 
RG Josh Byrom So. More athletic than the overage OL. Brian Roche, So. 
RI _ Jeff Adams So. _Inexperienced, but could make a splash, Ryan Keesling, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 165.33 ypg rushing (7th, Big East/72ndNCAA), 251.17 ypg passing (6th/87th), 416.50 yng. total defense (7th/84th), 31.42 pny (7th/91st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Maurice Mitchell Sr.__ Had nine tackles for loss in 2007, Zach Kiernan, Fr. 

DT _ Adrian Grady Sr. __ Great strength and leverage, but injury-prone. LT. Walker, Jr. 

DT Earl Heyman* Sr.__Has played 36 games at-all ine positions. Aundre Henderson, So. 
DE LD. Scott* Jr. Versatile and physical as he continues to improve. Rodney Gnat, So. 

LB Chris Campa Jr___ JC transfer starts from Day One. Stephen Garr, Jr. 

LB James Bryant Sr. Cards hope to tap potential of Miami transfer. Mozell Axson, Sr. 


LB Brandon Heath So.__Ex-safety added weight to try to solidify position, Darius Mann, Jr. 


CB _ Johnny Patrick So. Speed and quickness allowed move from WR. Travis Norton, Sr. 


CB _Woodny Turenne* St. Great cover speed; needs overall consistency. Chaz Thompson, Jr. 


SS ° Bobby Buchanan* Sr. 
FS Richard Raglin Sr. 
“Returning Starter 

middle linebacker spot. He mostly was a 
special teams player and backup fullback 
at Miami, so this is his big chance on de- 
fense and final opportunity to live up to 
the recruiting hype. At 6-2, 257, there is 
no doubting his raw skills. 

Chris Campa, a JC transfer, figures as 
the starter on the strongside. He's raw, 
but plenty talented and was considered 
one of the gems of the recruiting class. 
Converted safety Brandon Heath will 
compete against Darius Mann on the 
weakside. 

The projected starters in the secondary 
are experienced and talented, although 
depth is a question. Starting corner Rod 
Council was kicked off the team in Febru- 
ary after being charged with one count of 
robbery with a dangerous weapon. 


Johnny Patrick and Travis Norton will 


Started seven games in ‘07 and has played in 33. 
Dedicated ball-hawk who could lead unit, 


Josh Wiley, Jr. 
Latarrius Thomas, Jr. 


get first looks at left cornerback, while 
Woodny Turenne and Chaz Thompson 
will man the right side. Richard Raglin 
looks to start at free safety. 

Strong safety Bobby Buchanan is the 
team’s leading returning tackler with 54. 


Turenne checked in with 40 stops. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Purdue transfer Tim Dougherty has 
the inside track to replace Art Carmody, 
one of the best kickers in college football. 
Corey Goettsche returns at punter, where 
he averaged 38.9 yards last season. 

The Cardinals need improvement in 
the return game, especially on punts, 
where they averaged only 6.7 yards last 
season. Trent Guy should figure in both 
elements of the return teams. 


— Ken Cross 
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CARDINALS RECRUITING 2008 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Hometown 


ASHLEY, Darius RB 5-9, 182 Cincinnati, OH St Xavier 
Rivals.com rated No. 17 all-purpose back nationally and No, 20 player in Ohio... As a senior, had 1,583 yards rushing 
and 17 touchdowns... Had more than 1,000 yards rushing in each of final three seasons... Set state single-game rush- 
ing record with 272 yards on 36 carries. 


BAKER, Keith 1B OG-3, 230 Scotch Plains, NJ Scotch Plains-Fanwood 
Two-time All-State... Conference Player of the Year... Had 118 tackles, nine quarterback sacks and two interceptions as 
a senior... As a junior, had 108 tackles and six quarterback sacks... Had 21 receptions for 395 yards and two touch- 
downs... Played defensive end as a sophomore. 


BALL, Stephon TE 6-4, 215 Cincinnati, OH SL Xavier 
Played for nation’s No. 1 ranked high school team... Helped team to 15-0 record and state championship as a senior... 
Had 21 receptions for 359 yards and one touchdown. 


BARNES, Ryan OL = 6-6, 300 Carmel, IN Carmel 
Herald-Times All-State... All-Conference... As a senior, helped team to 13-2 record and state champlonship... Missed 
junior season with broken wrist. 


BENAVIDES, Mario OL 6-4, 285 Los Fresnos, TX Los Fresnos 

Participated in spring practice... Ranked No. 40 offensive guard nationally by Rivals.com... Two-time All-State... 
Three-time All-District... All-Metro Co-Most Valuable Player as a senior... Helped team to two consecutive District 
championships. 


CALOWELL, Jacques ATH 5-9,175 Garland, TX Garland 
Played running back, quarterback. safety, wide receiver and cornerback... Averaged more than 12 yards per punt return 
and 25 yards per kick return... As a junior, had more than 1,100 combined yards and 15 touchdowns... Dallas/Fort 
Worth Athlete of the Year in track and field as a junior. 


CAMPA, Chris 1B s«G-2, 220 Orlando, FL Butler Community College 
Helped Butler to national championship... Led team in tackles with 104, including team-best 68 solo, 11 tackles for loss, 
5.5 quarterback sacks and two fumbles recovered. 


CLARK, Maurice WR «6-3, 200 Lake Elsinore, CA Saddleback College 
All-Conference... As a sophomore, had 43 receptions for 628 yards and eight touchdowns... Had 30 receptions for 
543 yards and six touchdowns as a freshman... As a high school senior, had 34 receptions for 700 yards and 12 
touchdowns, 


DEMPSEY, Jon 1B «6-0, 233 Visalla, CA College of the Sequoias 
All-Conference... As a college sophomore, had 109 tackles, including 80 solo, four quarterback sacks and one intercep- 
tion... Four-year starter in high school... Two-time All-State... Four-time All-Conference, 


DIXON, Damion WR 6-3, 180 Port Allen, LA Port Allen 
Rivals.com rated No. 38 player in Louisiana... Missed most of senior season with knee injury, but had 18 receptions for 
300 yards and four touchdowns... As a junior, had 38 receptions for 901 yards and seven touchdowns... Had four 
interceptions.., Had 86 career receptions for 1,986 yards. 


HEYMAN, Dexter 1B 6-3, Louisville Male 
Ranked No. 64 outside linebacker nationally and No. 5 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com... All-State... Played defensive 
end, linabacker, wide receiver and running back... Had six fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior 
Member of basketball team. 


A LOOK AT THE CARDINALS 


Results — 


(6-6,3-4) 


“Individual Stats. 


Pos. Hr. Wr. HomeTown ScHooL 
JESSEN, Tyler oT 6-2, 300 Wichita, KS Butler Community College 


As a sophomore, had 88 tackles, including 11.5 tackles for loss, and three quarterback sacks... Helped defense limit 
opponents to 9.1 points per game... Had 44 tackles, including 18 tackles for loss, and three quarterback sacks as a 
freshman... High school All-State at defensive tackle and second-team All-State at offensive guard, 


KEYS, Rock TE 6-5, 235 Collins, MS Jones County Junior College 
JCGridwire.com second-team All-American... All-State... Used mainly as blocker... Had nine receptions for 119 yards 
and one touchdown as a sophomore. 


MATHEWS, Justin $s 6-2, 215 Leaksville, MS Jones County Junior College 
Broke his leg mid-way through sophomore season, finishing with 31 tackles... Played wide receiver in nine games as a 
freshman... In high school, played running back, defensive back and kick returner. 


MILLENBAH, C.J. OL 64,295 San Diego, CA Grossmont College 
All-Conference... Two-time All-League Offensive Lineman... Two-year starter on offensive line... Highschool All-State... 
Three-time All-Conference... Three-year starter. 


NORD, Nate TE 6-5, 230 Boca Raton, FL West Boca Raton 
Sun-Sentinel All-County on defense... As a senior, had 20 receptions for more than 350 yards and three touchdowns... 
Missed most of junior year with an injury... Member of basketball team. 


PHILPOTT, Chris K 6-0, 180 Atlanta, GA St Plus X 
Ranked No, 10 kicker nationally by Rivals.com... All-State... Made 12 of 15 field goals attempted with longs of 49, 50 
and 51 as a senior,.. Averaged 41 yards per punt.., Had 53 of 57 kickoffs as touchbacks... As a defensive back, had 37 
tackles, eight passes broken up and two interceptions, including one returned for touchdown. 


SALMON, Randy OT 6-3, 290 Stockbridge, GA Stockbridge 
Four-year starter... As a senior, had 47 tackles, including eight tackles for loss, and 3.5 quarterback sacks... Had 80 
tackles, seven quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused as a junior... State wrestling champion in 2006-2007. 
Three-year wrestling letterman... Broke all school weightlifting records. 


SCRUGES, Greg DE «6-5, 235 Cincinnati, OH St Xavier 
Played just one season... Honorable-mention All-Cincinnati... Played for nation’s No. 1 ranked high school team... 
Helped team to 15-0 record and state championship as a senior... Had 57 tackles, 51 quarterback pressures, nine 
quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior... Three seasons in marching band... 
Four-year basketball team member, 


STINGILY, Byron OL 6-6, 295 Country Club Hills, IL Joliet College 
All-Conference as a sophomore... Rated No, 1 offensive lineman in the conference... In high school, two-year starter at 
defensive end 


STOUDT, Zack QB 6-4, 210 Columbus, OH Dublin-Cotfman 
Ranked No, 19 pro-style quarterback nationally by Rivals.com... District Offensive Player of the Year... Led team to 13-1 
record and regional championship... As a senior, had 3,547 yards passing, completing 65.5 percent of passes, and 34 
touchdowns with 14 interceptions... Son of former pro quarterback Cliff Stoudt. 


WILEY, Josh $ 6-1, 200 Hattiesburg, MS Pearl River Community College 
Rivals.com rated No. 18 junior college player and No. 2 junior college defensive back nationally.., Two-year starter. .. 
High school All-Area... Three-year high school starter... Helped baseball team to state championship, playing catcher 
and outfield. 
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| Picking the Sun Belt 


Everybody Still Chasing Defending Champion Owls 


ost Sun Belt Conference followers 
figured 2008 would be Florida 
Atlantic's year. 

The Owls arrived ahead of sched- 
ule. 

As it turned out, 2007 was a season 
to remember for FAU, which finished 
8-5, won the league championship 
and defeated Memphis in the New 
Orleans Bowl. 

The bad news for the rest of the 
conference: The Owls return 20 start- 
ers, including the kicker and punter. 

Led by junior quarterback Rusty 
Smith, the reigning Sun Belt Player of 
the Year, the Owls feature an explo- 
sive and balanced offense that aver- 
aged more than 31 points a year ago. 

The Owls return eight all-conference 
players and could have more than a 
dozen honored this year. 

Junior wide receiver Cortez Gent 
had more than 1,000 yards receiving a 
year ago, while senior tight end Jason 
Harmon was the best in the league. 

Defensively, FAU is led by senior 


Good news 


1, Florida Atlantic 
2. Troy 

3. UL- Monroe 
4, UL-Lafayette 
5. Middle Tenn 
5. Arkansas St. 
7. North Texas 


8. Florida Int'l. 
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linebacker Frantz Joseph, who made 
a Sun Belt-best 131 tackles, while 
sophomore defensive back Tavious 
Polo was second in the league with 
seven interceptions. 

FAU has outstanding skill players 
and team speed on both sides of the 
ball. About the only question will be 
if the Owls can emotionally handle 
success and the role of being the 
hunted. 

There are several teams capable of 
challenging the Owls — most notably 
Troy. 

The Trojans actually tied for the 
league title with FAU a year ago, but 
came out on the wrong side of the tie- 
breaker because of a loss to the Owls 
in the regular-season finale. 

Troy returns 14 starters, but the 
biggest hole is at quarterback where 
the departed Omar Haugabook shat- 
tered the Trojans’ passing records for 
two years. 

Sophomore Jamie Hampton, who 
won the job in the spring, will cer- 


1 Bad news 


Tre 


tainly be under the microscope in 
2008. If he performs well and avoids 
turnovers, the Trojans should chal- 
lenge FAU. 

Louisiana-Monroe is an intriguing 
team. The Warhawks finished 6-6 last 
season and won four of their final five 
games, including a 21-14 road upset 
of Alabama. 

The Warhawks typically start slow 
— they lost five of their first six a 
year ago — but if they can get off to 
a good start in league play, they could 
be a factor. 

Louisiana-Lafayette returns a 
dynamic duo in senior quarterback 
Michael Desormeaux and senior tail- 
back Tyrell Fenroy, who both rushed 
for more than 1,000 yards. Sixth-year 
coach Rickey Bustle certainly has a 
team that can challenge for the cham- 
pionship. 

But it’s one thing to be a challeng- 
er. Actually unseating Florida Atlantic 
is an entirely different matter. 

— Monte Hale 


Sun Belt Conference Picks 


Our call 
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| Wagers 2008 


Bowl Connection 


( Aug. Florida Atlantic at Texas 

'All-Sun Belt Team ‘ Granola 

\ " ; Louisiana-Monroe at Auburn eae ei 

winner f : ew Orleans Bow 
OFFENSE - First Team < : Maryland at Middle Tennessee vs. Conference USA 

; ; Florida Atlanti ichi 

+ QB Rusty Smith dt Florida Atlantic & l Sent. 13 orida send at Michigan State 

| RB Tyrell Fenroy Sr. UL-Lafayette ~ } Sept.20 Troy at Ohio State 

{ RB Reggie Arnold Jr, Arkansas State Q © Sept.27 Arkansas State at Memphis 

+ WR Casey Fitzgerald Sr. North Texas + ~ Sept. 27 Troy at Oklahoma State 

|, WR Cortez Gent dr. Florida Atlantic RB o aa Sy 

/ «Oct. 4 Lo -Lafayette at L -M 

N TE Jason Harmon Sr. Florida Atlantic Se ae us a i a al 

CG Chris Fisher Jr, UL-Lafayette - Oct.7 Troy at Florida Atlantic 

t OL Matt Mandich Sr. Arkansas State } Oct. 11 Louisiana-Monroe at Arkansas State 

OL Dion Small Sr, Troy * Oct. 25 Florida Atlantic at Louisiana-Monroe 

| QOL John Rizzo Sr. Florida Atlantic Nov. 1 Troy at Louisiana-Monroe 

| Ob Bary Senne Sr Ui Manyoe Nov.15 Louisiana-Lafayette at Florida Atlantic 

» AP Desmond Gee Jr.Middle Tennessee , E y : 

i PK Drew Edmiston Sr. UL-Lafayette | Nov. 22 — Florida Atlantic at Arkansas State 


DEFENSE - First Team 


| DL Jervonte Jackson Sr. Florida Atlantic 


| DL Kenny Mainor Sr. Troy ee Se Sar , 

DL Brandon Lang Je. 4 Troy 1, Rusty Smith _ Florida Atlantic Has the size and production to be on the NFL radar. 

) LB. Frantz Joseph Sr. Florida Atlantic iS ; 

LB Boris Lee Ir Troy 2 2. Tyrell Fenroy . Ub-Lafayette Ran for more than 1,000 yards three straight years 

LB Antwyne Zanders Sr. UL-Lafayette W 3, Casey Fitzgerald . North Texas Record-setting WR is at least a late-round pick. 

} OB Tavious Polo So. F lorida Atlantic N 4, Jervonte Jackson . Florida Atlantic Physical and quick; good against the run and pass. 

| DB Corey Small Sr. Florida Atlantic : . oe 

i DB Greg James Jr. UL-Monroe v 5, Frantz Joseph Florida Atlantic — Led the Sun Belt with 131 tackles in 2007. 

' DB Alex Suber Sr.Middle Tennessee > 6. Matt Mandich Arkansas State Selected to the Outland Trophy watch list 

| P Scott Love Jr ~ UL-Monroe 7. Boris Lee Troy Led the Trojans with 82 tackles in 2007 

i 

; 0 8, Kenny Mainor . Troy Good pass rusher has the size to be an OLB as pro 
OFFENSE - Second Team J Q 9. Cortez Gent Florida Atlantic 64 receptions for 1,082 yards and nine TDs in 2007 

if 


| QB Michael Desormeaux Sr. UL-Lafayette _ 10. Tavious Polo Florida Atlantic — Watch him rise on this list in the next two years. 


| RB Charles Pierre Sr. Florida Atlantic 
RB Frank Goodin So. UL-Monroe 
) WR Darrell McNeal Jr. UL-Monroe 


| WR Jerrel Jernigan So. Troy 

| TE Zeek Zacharie Sr. UL-Monroe Most Offensive Defensive Newcomer 

C Kelvin Drake Jr. North Texas Speyer, oe - the seh in the yf 

| OL Chris Jamison Sr. Troy 

\ OL Danny Franks dr. Troy Rusty Smith Michael Desormeaux Frantz Joseph Riley Dodge 

4 OL Brandon Jackson. Sr. Florida Atlantic QB, Florida Atlantic QB, LA-Lafayette LB, Florida Atlantic QB, North Texas 


' OL David Matlock Jr, Florida Atlantic 
' AP Dilvory Edgecomb Sr. Florida Atlantic 
i PK Josh Arauco dr. Arkansas State 


5 DEFENSE - Second Team 


| DL Aaron Morgan dr. UL-Monroe 


ce a 


Most accurate passer 
_ Strongest arm 
Best scrambler 


| DL Alex Carrington Jr. Arkansas State 3 

| DL Robert St. Clair’ Sr. Florida Atlantic Q 

is rasta ‘i a eek : _ Best hands Jason Harmon, TE Florida Atlantic 
LB. Scott Bryant Jr Florida Int'l © |) Most dangerous deep threat Casey Fitzgerald, WR North Texas _ 
| LB GrantFleming So. — UL-Lafayette ‘21 Best pass blocker John Rizzo, OT Florida Atlantic 

| DB Sherrod Martin Sr. Troy 2 Best run blocker Matt Mandich, OT Arkansas State 


| DB Craig Robertson So. North Texas. 
f DB Josh Thompson Jr. UL-Monroe 
| DB Terence Moore Sr. Troy 
| P. Truman Spencer — Sr. North Texas 


_ Bestpassrusher Kenny Mainor. DE _ See 
Tavious Polo _ Florida Atlantic 


| Specialteamsdemon Brandon Thompkins _ Arkansas State 
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\AT A GLANCE 


| 5-7 overall, 3-4 Sun Belt (T-5th) 


| Steve Roberts - At ASU: 31-41, 6 years; 
overall: 80-74-1, 14 years 


RETURNING STARTERS ' 
| 13; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| RB Reggie Arnold, QB Corey Leonard, 

| OT Matt Mandich, WR-KR Brandon 

- Thompkins, MLB Ben Owens, P Brett 
Shrable 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Red Wolves are loaded with capable 

| skill players and added more with an 

| influx of junior college WRs and DBs. 
Amnold and Leonard are among the best at 
| their respective positions in the Sun Belt. 
) The kicking game should be a big asset. 


| POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The offensive line returns only one starter 
and even though the potential replace- 
ments are mostly upperclassmen they still 
lack experience. The secondary must 
replace all four starters. The puzzle pieces 
seem promising in the secondary, but 
there's still a lot to prove. 


SS Tyrell Johnson and Khayyam Burns, 
WR Levi Dejohnette, LB Koby McKinnon 


The Red Wolves have the elements of a 

_ dangerous offensive team, but it won't 
happen unless the line comes together 
and Leonard cuts down on interceptions. 
The defense must do more to create big 

- plays and! force more turnovers, which 
could be difficult with a new secondary. 
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STATE REB WOLVES 


ARKANSAS ST. 


a“ 
ED: 


FARANSAS 


Plenty of Offense ... 
OFFENSE 


Arkansas State, after slipping in coach 
Steve Roberts’ sixth season, will try to re- 
turn to Sun Belt contention with an offense 
that returns its leading passer, three leading 
rushers and five of six leading receivers. 

Junior quarterback Corey Leonard and 
junior running back Reggie Arnold, both 
All-Sun Belt selections in 2007, missed 
the spring with injuries. But the team, 
now known as the Red Wolves, isn’t wor- 
ried because it knows what they can do. 

Leonard was a Davey O’Brien Award 
semifinalist last year after throwing for 
2,235 yards and a school-record 16 touch- 
down passes. 

Arnold ran for 1,060 yards and 6.5 yards 
per carry last season. Sophomore Preston 
Brown adds more versatility with his dual- 
threat abilities as a runner and receiver. 

Arkansas State loses two-time all-con- 
ference receiver Levi Dejohnette but has 
several reasons to believe the passing game 
will be dangerous. 

Those reasons start with the return of two 
of the team’s top three wideouts — junior 
Brandon Thompkins and senior Kevin Jones 
— as well as senior tight end David Johnson 
and junior tight end Trevor Gillott. 

The Red Wolves also signed two junior 
college transfers, Taylor Clements and 
Jahbari McLennan. 

The line returns only one starter — left 
tackle Matt Mandich, a three-time all- 
conference selection. 

There are reasons to be optimistic about 
the line because the players competing for 
the vacant jobs include seven juniors and 


seniors. Three of those players are junior 


STATE RED WOLVES 


But Stops Are Needed 


ARKANSAS 


college transfers — Bradley Guillory, 


Derek Newton and Kiano Prater. 


DEFENSE 


Arkansas State finished first in the Sun 
Belt in total defense and second in rush 
defense in 2007, but they forced only 20 
turnovers. 

The Red Wolves return only five start- 
ers from that defense and must replace the 
entire secondary. The situation might not 
be as bad as it looks. 

Two cornerbacks, senior Dominique 
Williams and junior Daylan Walker, at 
least bring some starting experience. Two 
safeties, junior Evan Van Dolah and soph- 
omore M.D. Jennings, saw significant ac- 
tion as nickel backs last season. 

By the end of spring, junior college 
transfers Leroy Trahan and Walter Moody 
established themselves as the second-team 
cornerbacks. In August, the Red Wolves 
will add Cordarious Mingo, a first-team 
NJCAA All-American selection. 

Another possibility is junior safety Mar- 
cus Brown, who left the team in 2007 but 
is on schedule academically to re-join. 

Roberts is putting a lot of stock in se- 
nior middle linebacker Ben Owens and 
sophomore weakside linebacker Javon 
McKinnon, the team’s top returning tack- 


ler, and a deep defensive line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game should be a strength 
due to return of both specialists — senior all- 
conference punter Brett Shrable and junior 
kicker Josh Arauco — and the dangerous 
return potential of Brandon Thompkins. 

— Richard Scott 
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LORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS FLORIDA 


AT A GLANCE 


8-5 overall, 6-1 Sun Belt (T-1st) 


Howard Schnellenberger — At FAU: 41-42, 
7 years; overall: 141-119-3, 23 years. 


RETURNING STARTERS 
20; 10 offense, 8 defense, punter, kicker. 


PLAYERS TO LUATCH 
| OB Rusty Smith, WR Cortez Gent, 
TE Jason Harmon, RB Charles Pierre, 


_DT Jeryonte Jackson, LB Frantz Joseph, 
| CB ‘Tavious Polo, CB Corey Small 


PRIMARY S TRENG THS a 
The ‘Owls led the Sun Belt in passing — 
offense in 2007, and the return of Smith 
> and all of his favorite targets assures the 
' aerial-game will be strong again. They 
also. have talent and depth at running 
“pack. There is a strong core of veterans 
Tl returning to the front seven on defense, 


y POTENTIAL PROBLEMS , 


FAU will took for Ewe new safeties with 
the departures of Taheem Acevedo (five 
“interceptions in 2007) and Kris Bartels. 
Finding a replacement for LB Cergile 
Sincere (117 aces is the other task on’ 
defense. 


“LB Cergile Sincere, S Taheem Acevedo, — 
S Kris Bartels, LG Jarrid Smith 


" FAU is the early favorite for'Sun Belt 

Conference honors, but the schedule will 
“be an obstacle. The Owls once again face 
~an ambitious card that features a trip to 
Texas on Aug. 30 to open the season and 
“three consecutive road games against. 
Michigan State, Minnesota, and Middle 
Tennessee in September. In fact, the Owls 
- have only four home games plus the fina- 
le against Florida Tnierneepha at Dolphin 
Stadium in Miami. 
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


ATLANTIC 


OWLS FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS 


Offensive Stars Make Owls the Team to Beat 


OFFENSE 


Rusty Smith returns at quarterback 
along with a deep corps of running backs 
and 15 players who caught at least one 
pass in 2007. 

No doubt: FAU is an offensive power. 

Smith, a junior, threw for a league-best 
284 yards per game last season in com- 
pleting 59 percent of his attempts, earn- 
ing Sun Belt Player of the Year honors. 
His two favorite targets — wide receiver 
Cortez Gent (64 catches, 1,082 yards, 9 
touchdowns) and tight end Jason Harmon 
(63 catches for 825 yards and 5 TDs) — 
headline the receivers. 

Both Gent and Harmon were first-team 
All-Sun Belt selections. 

Among the running backs returning are 
seniors Charles Pierre and Dilvory Edge- 
comb and junior fullback Willie Rose. 
Pierre was the workhorse with 170 carries 
for 782 yards. Rose had 333 yards rushing 
and 264 receiving. Edgecomb had 190 
running, 416 receiving. 

The only major loss on offense is left 
guard Jarrid Smith. Seniors Brandon Jack- 
son and John Rizzo started every game at 
the tackles. Senior center Nick Paris and 
junior guard David Matlock are the other 


returning starters. 


DEFENSE 


No. 2 tackler and all-conference line- 
backer Cergile Sincere is a big loss defen- 
sively, bue FAU returns a solid nucleus 
from a unit that helped the Owls lead the 
Sun Belt in turnover margin. 

Senior Frantz Joseph led the Owls 


in tackles and also was a first-team all- 


conference selection at linebacker. Senior 
linebacker George Allen, who earned a 
starting role at midseason, also returns. 
Michael Lockley, a redshirt freshman, and 
junior Edward Bradwell are competing 
for the spot vacated by Sincere. 

Returning cornerbacks Tavious Polo, 
a sophomore, and Corey Small, a se- 
nior, combined for a dozen interceptions 
last season. Junior Erick McIntosh, who 
missed last season because of academic is- 
sues, had a strong spring and will compete 
for time at cornerback. 

Both safety spots will be filled by new- 
comers with sophomores Rod Huggins and 
Austin Jensen and redshirt freshmen Jason 
Haynes and Darrein Thomas in contention. 

Up front, senior tackle Jervonte Jackson 
was second-team All-Sun Belt in 2007. 
Senior Robert St. Clair and sophomores 
John Mertilus and Jermaine Council are 
returning starters. 

But the big plus for the Owls is getting back 
junior tackle Josh Savidge. Savidge was lost to 


a knee injury after four games in 2007. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Senior Carter Worley is a veteran kicker 
who is 29 of 44 in field goals in his career 
with a long of 46 yards. Junior Keegan Pe- 
terson (40.2 average) and sophomore Mick- 
ey Groody (35.5) are back as punters. 

Dilvory Edgecomb gives the Owls a 
kick-return threat. He averaged better 
than 24 yards per attempt on 48 runbacks 
in 2007 and has a career average of nearly 
23 yards per return. Tavious Polo and 
Corey Small are back as punt returners. 

— Paul Borden 
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4-11 overall, 1-6 Sun Belt (T-7th) 


| Mario Cristobal — At FIU and overall: 


1-11, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 16; 9 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


/ RB Amod Ned, QB Wayne Younger, 

) WR Greg Ellingson, LB Scott Bryant, 
CB Anthony Gaitor, § Ashlyn Parker, 
$-Jeremiah Weatherspoon 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


New coordinator Bill Legg helped Purdue's 
* offense be one of the more productive 

' units in the Big Ten the past two seasons 
and should give FIU's offense a much- 

| needed boost. The offense has three 
retuning starters on the line and veterans 
at the skill positions. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


‘The defense has a lot of holes to fill — 
‘three vacancies in the secondary, one at 
linebacker, and two up front. The Panthers 
“ranked last in the league in passing 
offense in 2007, as Younger completed 
‘less than 46 percent of his attempts. 


RT Xavier Shannon, LG Roland Clarke, 
DE Audric Adger, CB Lionel Singleton 


' The victory over North Texas in the 2007 
finale ended the longest losing streak in 
college football — 23 games. The offense 

should be improved, but there is still.a 
long, long way to go and the schedule — 
_which features four road trips among the 
first five games and back-to-back trips to 
Kansas and Iowa — is not conducive to 
early success. 


Crawling Offense Hopes to Stand on Legg 


OFFENSE 


FIU ranked at the bottom of the Sun 
Belt Conference in 10 of 14 offensive cat- 


egories in 2007 — and the Panthers were 
next to last in two others — so there’s no 
mystery as to what needs fixing. 

New coordinator Bill Legg arrives from 
Purdue. 

Legg served as co-coordinator for the Boil- 
ermakers and called most of the plays for an 
offense that ranked at the top of the Big Ten. 
FIU will continue to run a spread attack. 

Legg has nine returning starters to work 
with, including sophomore quarterback 
Wayne Younger. But Younger, who complet- 
ed only 46 percent of his passes last year, will 
face a challenge from junior Paul McCall. 

McCall engineered FIU’s lone victory 
last season when Younger was injured in 
the second quarter of the season finale 
against North Texas. McCall also gained 
ground in the spring when Younger was 
limited while recovering from a broken 
collarbone. Sophomore Colt Anderson 
also benefited from Younger’s absence. 

Seniors Amod Ned (581 yards rushing) and 
Julian Reams (274) return at running back. 
Sophomores Jason Frierson, who led the Pan- 
thers with 21 catches, and Greg Ellingson are 
back at wide receiver. Senior Eric Kirchenberg 
is the returning starter at tight end. 

Three starters return to the line, but 
starting right tackle Xavier Shannon 


transferred to Miami. 


DEFENSE 


Only five starters return from a unit that 


ranked next-to-last in the Sun Belt, giving 


up 447 yards and 39 points a game. 

Junior linebacker Scott Bryant, the 
team’s top tackler in 2007, and sopho- 
more cornerback Anthony Gaitor head 
the list of returning starters. Gaitor had 
two interceptions as a true freshman. 

The other returning starters are senior 
tackle Jarvis Penerton, senior end Regi- 
nald Jones and junior linebacker Mannie 
Wellington. 

If he stays healthy, senior Daniel Cha- 
creton could be a key factor at tackle. He 
had five starts while fighting through in- 
juries to play in 11 games in 2007. 

Jeremiah Weatherspoon will be a big 
boost to the secondary, which was hit with 
injuries in 2007. Weatherspoon missed last 
season because of academic problems, but 
started every game at free safety in 2006. 

Weatherspoon, at 6-1, 221 pounds, is 
a physical player who impressed coaches 
in the spring, which he capped with two 


interceptions in the final scrimmage. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Chris Cook set school single- 
season records with 75 punts for a 40.9 
average last year. Only three of his at- 
tempts resulted in touchbacks. 

Senior Chris Abed handled all of the 
kickoffs and was five of eight on field goal 
attemps and nine of 11 on PATs in shar- 
ing the placekicking duties. 

The Panthers lose all-conference return 
man Lionel Singleton. Jeremiah Weath- 
erspoon, Greg Ellingson, Daunte Owens 
and Alonzo Phillips look to handle return 
responsibilities. 


— Paul Borden 
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A LAFAYETTE RAGIN’ CAJUNS LA LAFAYETTE RAGIN’ CAJUNS LA LAFAYETT 


‘AT A GLANCE 


"3-9 overall, 3-4 Sun Belt (T-5th) 


"Rickey Bustle — At UL-Lafayette and 
overall: 26-44, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
¥ 14; 8 aretse 6 defense i 


PLAYERS TO WATCH . 


“0B Michael Desormeaux, RB Tyrell Fenroy, 
'€ Chris Fisher, WR Jason Chery, 

WR Derrick Smith, LB Antwyne Zanders, 
LB Brent Burkhalter 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
“The Ragin’ Cajuns have the most explosive 
) Tunning. game. in the Sun Belt Conference, 
led by senior quarterback Michael 

_ Desormeaux and senior tailback Tyrell 

| Fenroy, who both gained more than 1,000 
yards last season. UL-Lafayette also has 

- outstanding special teams play. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


-The Ragin’ Cajuns struggled against the 

run last season, and losing all-conference 
players Rodney Hardeway and Korey 
Raymond won't help their cause this sea- 
son. 


OL Jesse Newman, DL Rodney Hardeway, 
DL Korey Raymond, LB Mark Risher, 

_ DB Torres Kingsby, DB Jarrett Jones, 

_ DB Kyle Ward 


‘The Ragin’ Cajuns underachieved last sea- 
“son, but they have the talent to compete 
th for the league championship: if they 
prove defensively. The offense is a 

_ nightmare for opponents due to the run- 
“ning ability of quarterback Michael 
Desormeaux, who led the team in rushing 
with more than 1,100 yards last season. 


Desormeaux has Cajuns Talking Title 


OFFENSE 
The Ragin Cajuns feature the Sun 


Belt Conference’s most explosive run- 
ning game, led by senior quarterback 
Michael Desormeaux and senior tail- 
back Tyrell Fenroy. 

Desormeaux is dangerous in the open 
field. He led UL-Lafayette in rushing 
with 1,141 yards and seven touchdowns 
in 2007. Desormeaux completed 55 per- 
cent of his passes, with 10 touchdowns 
and 10 interceptions. 

Fenroy, meanwhile, has eclipsed the 
1,000-yard mark three straight seasons, 
the only tailback in school history to 
achieve the feat. The 5-9 senior enters his 
final season with 3,627 career yards and 
29 rushing touchdowns. 

- The line is talented and experienced, 
led by junior all-conference center Chris 
Fisher and junior guard Brad Bustle, the 
son of coach Rickey Bustle. 

While the Ragin’ Cajuns’ passing game 
might not get a lot of attention or hype, 
they have two dependable wideouts in 
Jason Chery (36 receptions in 2007) and 
Derrick Smith (35), who averaged almost 
17 yards a reception. Senior Erik Jones re- 
turns at tight end. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns return eight starters 
on offense, so there is no reason to believe 
they won't equal or exceed their success 
from a season ago. 

DEFENSE 

The Ragin’ Cajuns allowed more than 
35 points a game last season, so if they 
hope to compete for the league champi- 
onship in 2008, drastic improvements are 


obviously necessary. 

All-conference lineman Rodney Harde- 
way and Korey Raymond graduated, as did 
defensive end Greg Hathorn, so depth up 
front is a question mark going into the fall. 

Junior LaQuincy Williams and senior 
Seth Adams have plenty of experience and 
should be leaders on the line. 

Linebacker should be the strength of the 
defense, led by senior Antwyne Zanders, 
who had a team-high 93 tackles, including 
seven for losses in 2007. Senior Brent Bur- 
khalter, who had 65 stops, is a proven vet- 
eran who has been a model of consistency. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns took a huge hit in 
the secondary losing Torres Kingsby, Kyle 
Ward and Jarrett Jones to graduation. Ju- 
nior Gerren Blount, sophomore Maurice 
Rolle, sophomore Daylon McCoy and se- 
nior Scooter Rogers have the most return- 
ing experience. ; 

UL-Lafayette has excellent team speed 
on defense and puts a lot of pressure on 
the quarterback. The key to the group’s 
success, or lack thereof, in 2008 will be 
replacing starters lost to graduation and 


the ability to shut down the run better. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

The Ragin’ Cajuns should be solid on 
special teams. 

Senior Drew Edmiston made 10 of 13 
field goal attempts a year ago and earned all- 
conference honors. Junior Spencer Ortego 
averaged almost 39 yards a punt last season. 
The return game is outstanding, led by junior 
Deon Wallace and senior Derrick Smith. 

— Monte Hale 


2008 wwuiw.tinDySSPORTS.COM 


Linoy’s Sports Annuats 217 


A MONAGE WARHAWKS LA 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


MONROE 


WARHALUK 


MONROE WARI 


AT A GLANCE 


| 6-6 overall, 4-3 Sun Belt (T-3rd) 


_ Charlie Weatherbie — At UL-Monroe: 
| 21-37, five years; overall; 66-101, 15 years’ 


} 


RETURNING STARTERS 
14; 6 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Kinsmon Lancaster, RB Frank Goodin, 
WR Darrell McNeal, WR J.J. McCoy, 

_ TE Zeek Zacharie, LB Cardia Jackson, 

| DB Greg James, DB James Truxillo 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Warhawks have great speed at the: 

_ skill positions, as well as experience, 
Defensively, UL-Monroe should be strong 
' at linebacker and in the secondary. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Warhawks were hit hard by 
graduation on the offensive line, so 
inexperienced players will be relied on 
this season. The defensive line also lost 
two starters. The schedule includes 
Auburn, Arkansas and Ole Miss. 


RB Calvin Dawson, DT David Cooper, 

DT Kendall Mouton, OL Kyle Cunningham, 
OL Adam Hill, OL Patrick Avinger, PK Cole 
Wilson. 


After you win at Alabama, it sure seems 
as if anything is possible. Including that 
program-defining upset, the Warhawks 
won four of their last five games in 2007. 
There are enough returning pieces for 

_UL-Monroe to build off its late-season 
success and challenge for the Sun Belt 
championship. 


Momentum From a Year Ago Still Going Strong 


OFFENSE 


The Warhawks should have one of the 
league’s most dynamic offenses in 2008. 

It all starts with senior quarterback 
Kinsmon Lancaster, who threw for 1,866 
yards and 13 touchdowns last season, 
while rushing for 398 yards. 

Lancaster, a 5-11 athlete who played in 
the slot as a freshman, is an outstanding 
scrambler and remains cool under pressure. 

UL-Monroe lost the school’s all-time 
leading rusher in Calvin Dawson, but 
third-year sophomore Frank Goodin is 
ready to assume the starting role. 

Goodin gained almost 600 yards as a 
freshman, averaging more than five yards 
per carry. 

Redshirt freshman Robert Williams, 
who mostly practiced at receiver last year, 
might be another option in the backfield 
if he recovers from a broken leg suffered 
in the spring, 

The line was hit hard by graduation, but 
seniors Larry Shappley and Aaron Schutz 
will anchor a young group with talent. 

UL-Monroe returns its top three re- 
ceivers. Junior Darrell McNeal (54 recep- 
tions) should contend for all-conference 
honors. LaGregory Sapp caught 33 passes 
and averaged almost 15 yards a catch. 

Senior tight end Zeek Zacharie caught 
36 passes for a team-high six touchdowns 


and earned all-league honors. 


DEFENSE 


The defense made a lot of improve- 
ment late in the season and was a huge 
key to the 21-14 upset at Alabama that 


Weatherbie called “the biggest win of my 


head coaching career.” 

UL-Monroe returns eight starters on de- 
fense, so more improvement is expected. 

Team speed is an asset, particularly in 
the secondary and at linebacker. Junior 
linebacker Cardia Jackson led the War- 
hawks with 79 tackles last season, includ- 
ing seven for loss. Senior Jeremy Moll also 
returns at linebacker. 

The secondary should be outstanding, 
led by junior Greg James, an all-confer- 
ence pick who had 77 tackles and five 
interceptions. Junior James Truxillo had 
68 tackles and two interceptions, as well 
as six pass break-ups. UL-Monroe inter- 
cepted 15 passes last season. 

There are some questions up front 
where the Warhawks lost tackles David 
Cooper and Kendall Mouton. However, 
junior defensive ends Alaric Coleman 
(seven tackles for losses in 2007) and 
Jameson Jordan return. 

Senior DeMarcus Carmouche will play 
one tackle, but the Warhawks need to de- 
velop more depth up front. UL-Monroe 
was solid against the run a year ago, but 
that phase of the game is a question mark 


entering the season, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Warhawks have the league's top 
punter in Scott Love, who averaged more 
than 42 yards en route to earning first- 
team All-Sun Belt honors. 

Redshirt freshman placekicker Radi Ja- 
bour replaces Cole Wilson, who graduated. 
The return game also is solid with sopho- 
more Frank Goodin and Tay Ogletree. 

— Monte Hale 
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AT A GLANCE 
“5-7 overall, 43 Sun Belt es: | 


! | Rick Stockstill: At Middle means 
and overall: 12-13, 2 years: 


RETURNING STARTERS © 
: 11; 5 offense, 5 defense, - punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


"OB Joe Craddock, OB Dwight. eneites 
RB Phillip Tanner, RB/WR Desmond Gee, 
‘WR Patrick Honeycutt, LB Danny 
Carmichael, DL Trevor, Jenkins, 

DB Alex Suber 


PRIMAR 5 TRE| NG THS 


quarterback — — senior Joe Craddock and 

R ~ sophomore Dwight Dasher have both won 

) as starters. Both had. solid springs, and 

the competition for the first-string spot 
will extend until fall camp. Defensively, 

Middle Tennessee | should be strong } in-the 

_ secondary. ; : 


/‘POTEN TIAL PROBL EMS 


layers: -to the NFL and injury. 


the Blue Raiders have modest experience 
and depth issues on both sides of the ball, 
: with the exception: of quarterback. 


DB Bradley Robinson, DB Damon Nickson 


Middle: Tennessee was decimated byi inju- 
Hes a year ago and ean itl afford a similar 
“trend i in 2008. With the right combination 


ers, the Blue Raiders can’ exceed their 

- middle-of-the-conference expectations, 
but they aren't teady this season to com- 
_ pete for the Sun Belt crown. Maybe i in 

- Stockstill’s third year. 
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{ The Blue Raiders: have a good situation at 


The offensive line is a question mark after : 


ive line also has holes. Basically, 


of health and contributions from newcom- _ 


MIDDLE TENN. 


~-NNESSEE BLUE RAIDERS MIDOLE TENNE 


SSEE BLUE RAIDE 


One-Two Combo at Quarterback Looks for Help 


OFFENSE 


The Blue Raiders are caught in a good 
news, bad news situation offensively. 

They have two fine quarterbacks in se- 
nior Joe Craddock and Dwight Dasher, 
yet they don’t have enough proven play- 
makers around them. 

Dasher threw for 1,148 yards and nine 
touchdowns, also rushing for 530 yards and 
three TDs. Craddock, after a knee injury two 
years ago, isnt asked to run as much, but he 
did throw for 1,259 yards and 12 touchdowns 
last season. They run the same set of plays. 

MTSU took a huge hit in the spring 
when its best lineman, sophomore tackle 
Mark Fisher, suffered a shoulder injury that 
will sideline him all season. 

Sophomore guard Jamal Lewis and ju- 
nior tackle Mark Thompson are solid up 
front, while redshirt freshman center Jake 
Padrick is penciled into the lineup after 
missing last season with a shoulder injury. 

The Blue Raiders have a dynamic player 
in Desmond Gee, who has split time at re- 
ceiver and tailback. The 5-8, 168-pound ju- 
nior is a two-time all-conference performer 
as an all-purpose player, and needs to show 
he can handle a larger load in the backfield. 

Junior tailback Phillip Tanner has good 
speed, but struggled with nagging injuries 
last year. 

Juniors Patrick Honeycutt and Michael 
Cannon (combined 43 catches) are the top 
returning receivers. Sophomore Alvin Ingle 
is poised for a breakout season at tight end. 


DEFENSE 
The Blue Raiders are rebuilding up 


front with the graduation of ends Tavares 
Jones and Erik Walden. 

Senior Wes Hofacker has moved to one 
end spot, while junior Chris McCoy had a 
solid spring and should start at the other end. 
Senior Trevor Jenkins is an- underrated line- 
man and the leader of the group up front. 

Junior Brandon Perry, a 300-pounder, 
missed most of last season with a foot in- 
jury but could be a key factor up front. 

The Blue Raiders took a hit when her- 
alded junior college transfer lineman Im- 
manuel Chu suffered a spring shoulder 
injury that could cost him the season. 

The Blue Raiders return junior Danny 
Carmichael, senior Lonnie Clemons, se- 
nior Andrew Harrington and senior Ivon 
Hickmon at linebacker. Carmichael had 
55 tackles last season. 

The secondary is still experienced de- 
spite being hit hard by graduation. Junior 
Alex Suber should contend for all-league 
honors at corner, while sophomore Rod 
Issac started much of last season. 

Sophomore Jeremy Kellem, who had an 
outstanding freshman year, and senior An- 
thony Glover will start at the safety spots. 
The Blue Raiders have more team speed, 
but still need to improve in that area. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Blue Raiders made just six of 13 
field goal attempts a year ago, which cost 
them a chance to win a couple of games. 

Junior David DeFatta, who began the 
season as a punter, handled both duties 
at the end of the season. Freshman Alan 


Gendreau could challenge at place-kicker. 
— Monte Hale 
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AS MIDD 


AT A GLANCE 


8-4 overall, 6-1 Sun Belt (T-1st) 


Larry Blakeney — At Troy and overall: 
136-68-1, 17 years 


14; 7 offense, 7 defense — 


QB Jamie Hampton, OL Dion Small, 

OL Chris Jamison, DE Kenny Mainor, 

LB Boris Lee, DB Terence Moore, 

DB Sherrod Martin, DB Tavares Williams 


The Trojans sustained offensive continuity 
by replacing their departed offensive coor- 
dinator from within the staff. There is 
returning experience on both lines, and 
three capable senior safeties. Troy has 36 
seniors or juniors on the two-deep depth 
chart. 


The Trojans must replace their star quar- 
terback, leading rusher and leading 
receiver. They must also replace two of 
the nation’s best cornerbacks. If the 


who will? 


OB Omar Haugabook, RB Kenny Cattouse, 
WR Gary Banks, CB Leodis McKelvin, 
CB Elbert Mack, K-P Greg Whibbs 


Once again the Trojans return the core of 
a conference championship contender and 
could be good enough up front on both 
sides to take some of the pressure off the 
new skill players and corners. At some 
point, those’ new players will have to 
come through, especially at quarterback, 

for the Trojans to win the Sun Belt. 
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junior college corners don’t come through, 


TROJANS TROY 


Same Recipe, but the Ingredients Have Changed 


OFFENSE 


‘Troy’s success over the past two seasons 
— including consecutive eight-win sea- 
sons and at least a share of the past two 
Sun Belt championships — goes way be- 
yond the contributions of two people. 

Still, the Trojans’ ability to replace star 
quarterback Omar Haugabook and offensive 
coordinator Tony Franklin will go a long way 
toward determining Troy’s fate in 2008. 

When Franklin left for Auburn, Troy 
coach Larry Blakeney replaced him with 
receivers coach Neal Brown, the Football 
Bowl Subdivision’s youngest coordinator 
at age 27. 

“We don’t want to change. We want 
to be a system team, we want to be no- 
huddle, up-tempo, able to run the foot- 
ball and throw the pass to set up the run.” 
said Blakeney. 

That system was an excellent fit for 
Haugabook. Now that he’s gone, sopho- 
more Jamie Hampton is the No. 1 quar- 
terback after competing with sophomore 
Tanner Jones and Richmond transfer Levi 
Brown in the spring. 

Jones and Levi Brown are better pure 
passers but Hampton brings more of the 
dual-threat versatility that made Hauga- 
book so successful. 

The Trojans also must replace leading 
rusher Kenny Cattouse and leading re- 
ceiver Gary Banks; they will enter the sea- 
son still looking for the right players. 

On the plus side, the Trojans return six 
offensive linemen with starting experience, 
led by senior tackles Dion Small and Chris 
Jamison and junior center Danny Franks. 


DEFENSE 


Troy is starting over at the corners after 
relying on two of the nation’s best in 2007. 

Leodis McKelvin was one of the top 
corner prospects in the NFL Draft, and 
Elbert Mack led the nation with eight in- 
terceptions in 2007. Senior safeties Sher- 
rod Martin, Tavares Williams and Terence 
Moore will have to lead the secondary 
while the Trojans work with three incom- 
ing junior college corners. 

The Trojans played a lot of nickel de- 
fense last year. With three senior safeties 
and only one returning starter at line- 
backer, don't be surprised if the Trojans 
play even more nickel this fall. 

That one linebacker, junior Boris Lee, is 
one of the Sun Belt’s best defensive play- 
ers. He should benefit from an experienced 
line that returns three starters, led by All- 
Sun Belt senior end Kenny Mainor. 

Junior end Brandon Lang, who suffered 
a season-ending knee injury early last sea- 


son, also returns. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Leodis McKelvin’s departure leaves 
a big hole in the kicking game because 
he was one of the nation’s top kick and 
punt returners. Sophomore receiver Jerrel 
Jernigan has some potential as a returner, 
but still has a lot to prove. 

The Trojans must also replace Greg 
Whibbs, who handled placekicks, punts and 
kickoffs last year. The Trojans are hoping 
two redshirt freshmen, kicker Michael Tay- 
lor and punter Will Goggans, will step up. 

— Richard Scott 
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IUISTIANA TECH BULLDOGS 


‘Quin faeces FS Raiden 
Brown, P Chris Keagle | 
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LOUISIANA TECH 


LOUISIANA TECH BULLDOG 


LOWISIANA 


GS 


Tech’s Tougher, But Offense a Big Concern 


OFFENSE 

Louisiana Tech’s improvement from 1-7 
in the WAC in 2006 to 4-4 in 2007 can 
be directly attributed to new coach Derek 
Dooley’s commitment to discipline, tough- 
ness and defense — qualities often lacking 
under former coach Jack Bicknell III. 

This time around, the Bulldogs better be 
able to move the ball and score points or they 
could be in danger of taking a step back. 

The offense returns eight starters but 
still has a big hole to fill at quarterback 
with the graduation of quarterback Zac 
Champion. 

Former backup Michael Mosley moved 
to receiver last fall and will remain there, 
so the race for the starting job will come 
down to sophomore Ross Jenkins, who 
saw limited playing time in 2007, and 
sophomore Steven Ensminger. 

Dooley calls the competition “an on-go- 
ing process” that will continue in August. 

The quarterback should get plenty of 
support from a power-I offense built on 
a line that returns four players with sig- 
nificant starting experience. The Bulldogs 
also have three experienced tight ends and 
a backfield that returns its three leading 


niors Daniel Porter and William Griffin. 
The passing game returns a clutch go-to 

receiver in senior Philip Beck and its best 

big-play threat in sophomore Phillip Livas. 


DEFENSE 


Louisiana Tech, in its first season under 
Dooley, went from being one of the na- 
tion’s worst defensive teams to fifth in the 
WAC in scoring defense and third against 


the run. Instead of building on that suc- 
cess, the Bulldogs must start over without 
six starters and several key reserves. 

One of the keys will be junior tackle 
D’Anthony Smith, the only returning 
starter on the line. One possible answer at 
end is junior college transfer Kwame Jor- 
dan, who participated in spring practice. 

The Bulldogs lost five experienced line- 
backers. 

Second-team All-WAC outside line- 
backer Quin Harris is the only returning 
starter. But things could be better than 
they look with senior Brannon Jackson 
back after missing 2007 with an injury 
and Alabama transfer Zach Schreiber 
making his Tech debut. 

If there’s a strength on defense, it’s a 
secondary that returns three starters, led 
by first-team all-conference free safety 
Antonio Baker and senior cornerback 
Weldon Brown. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Dooley’s overall philosophy doesn’t 
stray far from his father, former Georgia 
coach Vince Dooley, so it helps to be able 
to play for field position with first-team 
AII-WAC punter Chris Keagle. He placed 
26 punts inside the 20-yard line and 
forced 21 fair catches in 2007. 

The coaches like what they see from 
kickoff specialist Brad Oestricher. 

After ranking eighth in the nation in 
punt returns and 26th in kickoff returns 
last fall, the Bulldogs will once again turn 
to a combination of Livas, Beck, Brown 
and receiver Patrick Jackson. 


— Richard Scott 
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TECH B 


SOUTH FLORIDA 


‘AT Fl GLANCE 


a overall, 4-3 Big East (T-3rd) 


Jim Leavitt — At USF and overall: 78-47, 
11 years 


RETURNING STRATERS Ae 
_ 18; 10 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Matt Grothe, RB Mike Ford, WR Carlton 

Mitchell, DE George Selvie, DE Jarriett 

_ Buie, LB Tyrone McKenzie, FS Nate Allen, 
SS Carlton Williams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense loses only one starter and fig- 
ures to carry the Bulls until the defense 
develops. Three seniors return to the 
offensive line, paving the way for Grothe, 
Ford and Mitchell to be threats in all 
phases of the game. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
' The loss of two NFL-quality cornerbacks 
_Yaises concerns about the secondary. 
Finding replacements there and at line- 
backer are the top priorities on defense. 
The Bulls also must show they were not 
simply an early season wonder after los- 
ing four of their last seven games in 
2007. 


CB Trae Williams, CB Mike Jenkins, LB Ben 
Moffitt, NT Richard Clebert 


When the spotlight was the brightest last 
season, the Bulls faded away. But they are 
back for more in 2008, with stars and 
experience on both sides of the ball. The 
Big East is not as formidable on paper as 
“it was a season ago, and the Bulls should 
be in the thick of the chase, perhaps all 
the way to a Dec. 6 game at West Virginia. 


Big Things to Come if Bulls Bear Down Late in Season 


outh Florida rose to No. 2 in the 
Soe halfway through last season 
with dreams of a national title dancing in 
the Bulls’ heads. 

Pretty amazing stuff for a program that 
started in 1997 and wasn‘ in college foot- 
ball’s top division until 2001. 

As it was, the Bulls fell back to 9-4 overall 
last season, finishing tied for third in the Big 
East and losing more national buzz after a 
56-21 loss to Oregon in the Sun Bowl. 

The national title talk might have been a 
bit lofty, but the Bulls have set winning the 
Big East championship as their goal — and 
coach Jim Leavitt has the team to do it. 

Eighteen starters return, including 
plenty of offensive firepower, although 
cornerback and middle linebacker loom 
as potential deal-breakers. 

The schedule looks conducive to anoth- 
er fast start — if USF can navigate a home 
game against 2007 upstart Kansas. The 
biggest challenges in the conference race 


come in the second half of the season. 


OFFENSE 


The Bulls return 10 starters, includ- 
ing dual-threat quarterback Matt Grothe, 
from an offense that averaged 34.7 points 
and 414 yards per game. 

Grothe led the Bulls in rushing (872 
yards) and passing (2,670 yards). He en- 
ters his junior season with 29 career pass- 
ing touchdowns and 19 rushing scores. 

USF is trumpeting Grothe as a Heis- 
man Trophy candidate. Yeah, a long shot, 
but it’s interesting to note that only one 


other quarterback in the Football Bowl 


Subdivision last season ran for at least 850 
yards while also throwing for more than 
2,500. That was Florida’s Tim Tebow, the 
Heisman winner. 

Grothe is joined in the backfield by 
sophomore Mike Ford, who ran for 672 
yards and a team-best 12 touchdowns last 
season. He is a load to bring down at 6-2, 
225, and his role likely will increase as the 
coaches try to ease the burden on Grothe. 

The top five receivers, headed by 
sophomore Carlton Mitchell, junior Jesse 
Hester and senior Taurus Johnson, all re- 
turn. That trio combined for 106 catches 
and a dozen touchdowns last season. 
Running back Benjamin Williams and 
tight end Cedric Hill combined for 48 
receptions. 

The return of junior Colby Erskin, 
who won the starting job in the preseason 
a year go but injured his knee and didn’t 
play, plus sophomores A.J. Love and 
Dontavia Bogan, make wideout a deep 
and talented position. 

Four starters return on the line, headed 
by All-Big East candidate Ryan Schmidt, a 
senior guard. He has started 21 consecutive 
games since transferring from Kansas State. 

The fourth returning starter up front is 
guard Zach Hermann, who started every 
game last season as a redshirt freshman. 
The lone newcomer is walk-on sopho- 
more tackle Jacob Sims, who played a 
backup role in 2007. 


DEFENSE 


Three key losses are cause for concern. 
Linebacker Ben Moffitt and cornerback 
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Mike Jenkins were All-Big East first-team 


selections, and cornerback Trae Williams 
earned second-team honors. 

Coordinator Wally Burnham experi- 
mented with the linebacking corps in the 
spring and ended up with senior Tyrone 
McKenzie in the middle, flanked by vet- 
eran Brouce Mompremier, also a senior, 
and junior Chris Robinson. 

McKenzie, who received a hardship 
waiver to play in 2007 after transferring 
from Iowa State, set a team record with 
121 tackles last season on the strong side. 

The leading candidates for the corner- 
back jobs are Tyller Roberts, a senior who 
has one career interception, and junior 
Jerome Murphy, who played in nickel 
packages and came up with two intercep- 


tions. Much is yet to be determined at the 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 185.0 yng rushing (3rd in Big East/32nd! in NCAA); 229.1 passing (Srd/S6th), 414.1 total offense (Sth/43rd), 34.7 ppg (4th/21st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Matt Grothe* Jr.__One of the top dual threats in the country. Grant Gregory, Sr. 
RB Mike Ford* So. Scored 13 touchdowns as a freshman. Ben Williams, Sr. 
WR Carlton Mitcheli* So. Set freshman receiving records in 2007. A.J. Love, So. 

WR Taurus Johnson* Sr. __ An elusive, dependable receiver. Dontavia Bogan, So. 
WR Marcus Edwards” Sr. __ Finished 2007 ona high note. Colby Erskin, Jr. 

TE Cedric Hill” Sr. __ Strong blocker as well as pass catcher. Ben Busbee, Jr. 

LT Mare Dile* Sr. Recorded team-best 80 knockdown blocks in 2007. __ Jeremiah Warren, Fr. 
LG Ryan Schmidt* Sr. Acandidate for All-Big East honors. Matt Huners, Sr. 

¢ Jake Griffin® Sr. Asurprise standout in 2007. Kevin McCaskill, Fr. 
RG — Zach Hermann* So. _ Started every game as a redshirt freshman. Joe Herzhauser, So. 
RT Jacob Sims So. The only new starter on the offense. Danny Tolley, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 130.5 yng rushing (4th in Big East/34th in NCAA), 212.1 passing (Sth/34th), 342.6 total defense (4th/28th), 23.4 ppy (Sth/38th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
LE Jarriett Buie Sr. __ Has 13 starts in the past two seasons. Matt Aycox, Jr. 

NT Terrell McClain So. Played in 11 games as a true freshman in 2007. Sampson Genus, So. 
DT Aaron Harris* Jr Arising defensive star as a pass rusher. Keith McCaskill, Fr. 
RE George Selvie* Jr. Big East Defensive Player of the Year in 2007. Patrick Hampton, Fr. 
LB Chris Robinson Jr. __Battled injuries last season. Alonzo McQueen, So. 
LB Tyrone McKenzie* Sr. Moved from the outside, he’s a tackling machine. Kion Wilson, Jr. 


LB Brouce Mompremier* Sr. __ Has been’a unsung hero for the defense. Sabbath Joseph, So. 


CB _Tyller Roberts Sr. Former backup will be counted on in bigger role. Dylan Douglas, So. 
CB Jerome Murphy Jr Had two picks in role as a nickel back. Quenton Washington, Fr. 
SS Carlton Williams* Sr. __ Often overlooked, he has 33 career starts. Danny Verpaele, Sr. 
FS _Nate Allen* Jr. Has the tools to be an all-star candidate. Jerrell Young, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 
position. at the other end, and junior Aaron Harris 


The safeties are both veterans. 

Senior Carlton Williams has 33 career 
starts. Junior Nate Allen stepped into the 
starting role as a sophomore and intercept- 
ed four passes when Danny Verpaele was 
declared ineligible. Verpaele also is back. 

Junior defensive end George Selvie, the 
reigning Big East Defensive Player of the 
Year, led the league in sacks with 14.5 and 
tackles for loss with 31.5, nearly twice as 
many as his closest pursuer. Even at 240 
pounds or so, he’s as adept as a run stuffer 
as he is as a pass rusher. 

“On defense, we lose quite a few 
guys,” Selvie said. “But I think we'll be 
the same — stopping the run, attacking, 
swarming.” 


Senior Jarriett Buie started nine games 


is a returning starter at tackle. Harris was 
second on the team with 5.5 sacks. 

The new starter on the line will be soph- 
omore Terrell McClain, who played in 11 


games in the rotation as a true freshman. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Delbert Alvarado returns after 
going 19 of 29 on field goals and averag- 
ing better than 41 yards on 58 punts. Se- 
nior Justin Teachey handled kickoffs last 
year and is available for field-goal duty. 
He also is the backup punter. 

Marcus Edwards is back as the primary 
punt returner after averaging 7.5 yards on 
31 attempts, and Jerome Murphy and Tau- 
rus Johnson are back as kick returners. 


— Paul Borden 
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5 YEARS AGO: 2003 


LSU spent a month working its way into the top 10, but then a 
19-7 home loss to Florida seemed to put the Tigers in a tough 
spot. No matter. All Nick Saban’s team did was win the rest of 
its games, including the SEC championship game (34-13 over 
Georgia) to get a spot in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS champion- 
ship. Once there, the Tigers took care of top-ranked Oklahoma to 
win the BCS share of the title, although Southern Cal, also with 
one loss, got the nod from the AP voters. 

* SEC champion: LSU (13-1, 7-1) 

¢ SEC Player of Year: Eli Manning, QB, Ole Miss 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma; 3rd — Manning 

* National champion: LSU beat Oklahoma in Sugar Bowl, 21-14. 


10 YEARS AGO: 1998 


A year after Peyton Manning's college career ended, Tennessee 

was not considered.a serious national title contender. But when 

QB Tee Martin and the Vols knocked off Florida in overtime 

(20-17), the frenzy at Neyland Stadium was just the start of 

something big. The Vols got a gift of a victory at Arkansas (the 

infamous Clint Stoerner stumble fumble) and they used a fourth- 

quarter rally to get past Mississippi State in the SEC title game. 

They finally outlasted Florida State 23-16 in the Fiesta Bowl to 

win the fat ring. 

* SEC champion: Tennessee (13-0, 8-0) 

¢ SEC Player of Year: Tim Couch, QB, Kentucky 

* Heisman Trophy: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas; 4th — Tim Couch, 
QB, Kentucky; 7th — Champ Bailey, DB/WR, Georgia. 

¢ National champion: Tennessee beat Florida State in the Fiesta 
Bowl, 23-16. 


IS YEARS AGO: 1993 


Terry Bowden’s Auburn Tigers scored a dramatic 38-35 upset 

of Florida and went on to complete a remarkable 11-0 season. 

Alas, the program was on probation and had no place to go, 

finishing fourth in the final polls. Still, it was the first time 

Florida coach Steve Spurrier found himself on the losing side 

in The Swamp. Yet, these Gators had staying power. Without 

Auburn in the way, they went on to win the SEC title and then 

won the Sugar Bowl for the first time ever, hammering West 

Virginia, 41-7. 

¢ SEC champion: Florida (11-2, 7-1) 

¢ SEC Player of Year: Heath Shuler, QB, Tennessee 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Charlie Ward, QB, Florida State; 2nd — Heath 
Shuler, QB, Tennessee; 3rd — David Palmer, RB-KR, Alabama; 
10th — Eric Zeier, QB, Georgia. 

¢ Jim Thorpe Award: Antonio Langham, CB, Alabama 

* National champion: Florida State (12-1), beat Nebraska in 
Orange Bowl, 18-16. 
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20 YEARS AGO: 1988 


For the first time in 12 seasons, no SEC teams finished in the top 
five in the nation (Auburn was No. 8). It was a wild campaign, 
with everybody beating everybody else. Florida surprised LSU at 
the beginning of October, but the Tigers shocked Auburn 7-6 the 
following week and then survived some other ridiculously close 
games the rest of the way. 
* SEC champion: Auburn (10-2, 6-1) and LSU (8-4, 6-1) 
* SEC Player of Year: Tracy Rocker, DT, Auburn 
* Heisman Trophy: Barry Sanders, TB, Oklahoma State; 
10th — Derrick Thomas, LB, Alabama. 
* Outland Trophy: Tracy Rocker, DT, Auburn 
¢ Butkus Award: Derrick Thomas, LB, Alabama 
* National champion: Notre Dame (12-0) beat West Virginia in 
Fiesta Bowl, 34-21 — the most recent title for the Irish. 


25 YEARS AGO: 1983 


Auburn headed into New Year's Day ranked No. 3 in the nation 

and gained a substantial claim for the national championship 

by beating Michigan in a grind-it-out 9-7 Sugar Bowl while the 

No. 1 and No. 2 teams were losing. Despite a sensational performance 

by a sophomore named Bo Jackson, the Sugar was overshadowed by 

No. 5 Miami's wild, last-second victory over No. 1 Nebraska, and the 

Hurricanes leapfrogged Pat Dye's Tigers in the polls. 

® SEC champion: Auburn (11-1, 8-0) 

* SEC Player of Year: Reggie White, DT, Tennessee 

* Heisman Trophy: Mike Rozier, RB, Nebraska; 5th— Terry Hoage, 
DB, Georgia; 9th — Walter Lewis, QB, Alabama. 

¢ National champion: No. 5 Miami beat No. 1 Nebraska, 31-30 ina 
classic Orange Bowl (and Georgia beat No. 2 Texas in the Sugar 
Bowl), giving the ‘Canes their first of five titles. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1958 


LSU started the season unranked and largely overlooked, and for 
good reason. Paul Dietzel’s Tigers were just 5-5 in ‘57 and had just 
three seniors returning. But the speedy defense came of age, and 
recorded four shutouts, allowing opponents just 4.8 points a game. 
Dietzel dubbed them the “Chinese Bandits,” and when they held Ole 
Miss out of the end zone in a dramatic goal line stand, the rest of 
the country took notice, too. By the time they beat Clemson in the 
Sugar Bowl, halfbacks Billy Cannon and Johnny Robinson were both 
All-Americans, and LSU ran the table with a national title. 
* SEC champion: LSU (10-0, 11-0) 
SEC Player of Year: Billy Cannon, HB, LSU 
¢ Heisman Trophy: Pete Dawkins, HB, Army; 3rd — Cannon. 
* Outland Trophy: Zeke Smith, Auburn 
¢ National champion: The final polls were taken at the end of 
the regular season, and the Tigers took no chances (or quarter) 
against rival Tulane, rolling to a 62-0 rout to complete the only 
perfect season in the country and secure the title. Then in the 
Sugar Bowl, they beat Clemson, 7-0. 
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Shumbotitearh __ BRING THE BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE COLORS OF NATURE HOME. 


After 200 years in the paint business, we've created the ultimate combination of beauty and 
performance. Valspar Paint: thick one-coat coverage, a lifetime warranty and thousands of 
colors that stand the test of time, just like nature itself. valspar.com 
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